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ABSTRACT 


The main purpose of this study was to increase the body of 
knowledge of the development of Canadian sports during the period, 1900 
to 1920. The main sources used were from newspapers, selected in order 
to cover the major geographical regions of Canada. Articles, books, 
minutes and other material written within the first two decades of the 
twentieth century were also analyzed. 

The early chapters include a summary of Canadian sports from 
Confederation to the beginning of the twentieth century, as well as 
aspects of the social history in the period being researched. These 
supplied a background to the sporting and social scene in order to 
produce insights into the reason for changes within the various sports. 

These individual activities were then developed in chapters on 
summer, winter, aquatic and equestrian sports. The final section of the 
thesis dealt with various aspects of Canadian society which had a 
considerable influence on the development of sport. They included: 
women in sport, schools and universities, amateurism and professionalism, 
international sport, Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A. and the church, ethnic groups 


and the war. 
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PREFACE 


History fades into fable; factor becomes clouded 
with doubt and controversy; the inscription moulders 
from the tablet; the statue falls from the pedestal. 
Washington Irving. 
Canadian sportsmen, at the start of the twentieth century, were 
world leaders in many sports. Roxborough, one of this country's leading 
sports journalists, described the first decade of this century as the 


"Golden Age of Canadian Sport.""4 


So few of these distinguished athletes 
are remembered today and consequently much of Canadian sporting and 
social history has been lost. Edward Hanlan, one of Canada's most famous, 
world champion, professional oarsmen, for example, has a section of 
Toronto's Centre Island named after him. Few Canadians are aware of his 
famous exploits. 

In the period 1900 to 1920 Canadian sport kept pace with many of 
the rapid social developments. Some sports spread rapidly, others 
succumbed quickly, whilst several moved erratically up and down the scale 
of popularity. Menke claimed that "no country in the world is more 


2 


devoted to sports than Canada, This statement may be too extravagant 


and Howell and Howell were perhaps closer to the truth when they stated 


that "the role of sport in Canadian life has been outstanding.''9 


luenry Roxborough, One Hundred - Not Out, (Toronto: The Ryerson 
Press, 1966), pp.347-351. 


2Frank GC, Menke, The New Encyclopedia of Sports, (New York: A.S. 
Barnes, 1947), p.314. 


3Nancy Howell and Maxwell L, Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life - 1700 to the Present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), 
Introduction, 
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Despite public enthusiasm for sports, there has been a decided 
lack of interest in the history of Canada's sporting heritage. However, 
during the past decade, physical educators have become increasingly 
conscious of the need to rectify this gap in the body of knowledge within 
our discipline. Of this deficiency in the area of historical research 
Van Vliet notes that "for some years there has been serious concern among 
Canadian physical educators about the lack of published information which 
might provide an insight in the development and progress of physical 
education...""4 Eyler was more specific and stated: 


The great dearth of creditable historical studies in 
sports and Physical Education may be due in part to the 
lack of historical background as well as the difficulty 
of the subject matter. Many of the institutions of 
higher learning do not require a broad liberal back- 
ground in the Arts and Sciences where this kind of 
thinking, and thus research, is engendered. Be that as 
it may, the profession is in danger of losing one of the 
most important means by which it can further obtain and 
maintain perspective in educational problems when 
historical studies pertaining to sports and Physical 
Education are not fostered or stimulated at the graduate 
level in institutions of higher learning. 


A small number of journalists, sportswriters® and physical 


Ndi Van Vliet (ed.), Physical Education in Canada, (Scarborough, 
Ontario: Prentice-Hall of Canada, Ltd., 1965), p.v. 


Marvin H. Eyler, "The Nature and Status of Historical Research," 


(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1960), p.659. 


these include: 

W. Perkins Bull, From Rattlesnake Hunt to Hockey, (Toronto: The Perkins- 
Bull Foundation, George J. McLeod, 1934). 
Foster Hewitt, Down the Ice, (Toronto: S.J. Reginald Saunders, 1934). 

» Hockey Night in Canada, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1953). 
W.A, Hewitt, Down the Stretch, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1958). 
Brian McFarlane, The Lively World of Hockey, (Toronto: Signet Books, 1968). 
Henry Roxborough, Great Days in Canadian Sport, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 

1957). 
, Canada at the Olympics, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1963). 
, One Hundred - Not Out, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1966). 


, The Stanley Cup Story, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1966). 
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educators’ have endeavoured to fill the gap in producing works of sport 
history. This research is part of a series of theses in process at The 
University of Alberta which, when completed, will establish a firm basis 


of Canadian sport history and allow for future specialized studies to be 


done in this area.® 


In an effort to be consistent, the definitions used by Cox? were 
adopted and are as follows: 


Play activities: behaviour characterized by a state of 
mind which accompanies mental and physical activity, 
voluntary and active in nature, pursued for the intrinsic 
satisfaction it affords during the period of participation. 
Pastimes: play activities in which there is an absence of 
competition, and which may or may not have temporary rules 
and take place outside fixed boundaries of time and space. 
Games: pastimes governed by temporary or permanent rules, 
which take place in situations of fixed boundaries of time 
and space and exhibit characteristics of competition by 
which winners and losers may be determined. 


These include: 
Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 
Stewart A, Davidson, "A History of Sports and Games in Eastern Canada 
Prior to World War I,"' unpublished Ed.D. Thesis, Teachers' College, 
Columbia University, New York, 1951. 
W.F.R. Kennedy, "Health, Physical Education and Recreation in Canada: A 
History of Professional Preparation,''’ unpublished Ed.D. Thesis, Teachers' 
College, Columbia University, New Yor, 1955. 
Barry E, Mitchelson, "The Evolution of Men's Basketball in Canada," 
unpublished M.A, Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1968. 
Ann M. Hall, "A History of Women's Sport in Canada Prior to World War I," 
unpublished M.A, Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1968. 
Frank Cosentino, "A History of Canadian Football 1909-1968,"" M.A. Thesis, 
The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969. 


Speter L. Lindsay, "A History of Sport in Canada, 1807-1867," 
Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969. 
Allan E. Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900," Ph.D. Thesis, 
The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969. 


These definitions were adapted by Cox and Lindsay from an article 
by K.L. Lansley, ''Play, Theories and Classification of Play," unpublished 
paper, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969. 
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Sports: games or pastimes, involving gross bodily move- 

ment, which may have been developed in order to provide 

regular competitive physical activity governed by con- 

stituted rules. 

This study deals mainly with sports as defined above, but activities 
which did not fall into this category were also included because, at a 
future date, these activities developed into a sport. 

A large portion of the data used in this study was gleaned from 
selected newspapers with other relevant information gained from books, 
articles and published materials written during the period 1900 to 1920. 
Contemporary books, articles, theses and other sources were used, but 
wherever possible the primary sources were verified. 

One unfortunate aspect of newspaper reporting was obvious during 
the period in that twentieth century sports news no longer described the 
game. Instead they gave the scores with little or no description. This 
made the excellent and descriptive quotes found in theses dealing with 
earlier time periods more difficult to find. Kesterton described this 
phenomena as follows: 

Newspaper sports stories lent themselves to the inverted 
pyramid presentation. What the reader wanted to know was 

who won the game and what the score was. Newspapers were 

serving readers best when they disclosed those facts 

without any wasted words, 1 

The final chapters of the thesis, which deal with the various 


institutions of Canadian society and their interaction with sport, are 


meant to be overviews in the hope of stimulating further research. 





10¢ox, op.cit., p.vi. 


1Ly iy. Kesterton, A History of Journalism in Canada, (Toronto: 


McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1967), p.144. 
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CHAPTER I 


SPORT IN CANADA - 1868 to 1900 


From confederation to the twentieth century was a period of 
rapid change in Canadian society. Development could not be viewed as 
homogeneous in this "patch-work" land. 

Ontario and Quebec were on their way to becoming 

industrial centres; the Maritimes suffered great economic 

loss with the decline of their shipbuilding and coal 

industries; the West Coast was largely a farming, fishing 

and lumbering area until the discovery of gold brought an 

influx of treasure-seekers; and the Prairies were a 

wilderness, most of which was still to be broken and 

homesteaded. | 
Thus society varied, from thriving urban centres, to semi-urban/rural, 
to rural areas, to the very primitive market and mining towns. 

As industrialization and urbanization developed, pastimes and 
games underwent major changes and sports evolved from these simpler 


2 ‘This higher form of physical activity was characterized 


activities. 
by the formation of many local clubs, the introduction of regular 
competition and championships, and increased spectator following, which 
in turn led to an increase in club revenue and ultimately to the rise of 
professionalism in several sports. Other factors which assisted with 
the rise of sports were the expansion of the newspapers; and the devel- 
opment of intercommunity rivalry and competition, the latter being 


assisted greatly by the increase in railway,travel and commercialization. 


To this list may be added such events as the departure of most of the English 


‘Nancy Howell and Maxwell L. Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life - 1700 to the Present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.60. 


2For a complete definition and better understanding of these 
terms see p. 8 of the Preface. 
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garrisonsin 1872; the impact of the amateur movement in Great Britain; 
and the rising pressures of American sports and sportsmen. These, plus 
the effects of urbanization and the continuing agrarian influences as 
the Prairies developed, produced many rapid and unusual developments in 
Canadian sport. 

Industrialization and urbanization played the more important roles 
in this rapid change. They led directly to lowered working hours, and 
more leisure time, with increased participation and spectators: This in 
turn led to the development of commercialized sports such as horse- 
racing, baseball, football and lacrosse. Another effect was that indust- 

ry had created an upper or wealthy class and a working class. Unlike 
the laborer class of pre-confederation times, they now had leisure time 
at their disposal and what were formerly thought of as upper class 
sports, such as lacrosse and baseball, were invaded by the masses. This, 
in turn, caused a shift by the affluent to more expensive sports such as 
golf, tennis and yachting. The effect was to produce a greater 
range in the common or popular sports available to the workers of this 
period. 

By the beginning of the twentieth century Cox states: 

..-. sport had attained an unprecedented position in the 

Canadian social scene, and this remarkable development 

had been achieved in a relatively short period of time 

through the railroad, the telegraph, the penny press, the 

electric light, the bicycle, the camera, and the mass 

production of sporting goods. 


This is true, but one point must be continually focussed upon, namely 


the patch-work nature of this land and its society. 


3allan E. Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada - 1868 to 1900," 
Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, 
p.461. 
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The railway in this period played a major role in sports develop- 
ment. The possibilities in the commercialization of sports were very 
quickly realized by the railroad magnates and exploited to their 
fullest capacity. Baseball, during this period, was very popular and 
all the smaller towns and cities of the East had teams. The railway now 
made regular competition possible and opened up south-north travel 
whereby the southern popularity of this game was quickly transmitted to 
the north. This led to the formation of Canadian leagues and 
ultimately to professionalism in the International and Eastern leagues 
in the 1880's and 1890's, mainly becaiseof the railway which connected 
Toronto to New York. 'During the nineteenth century this railway line 
was probably one of the busiest transport mediums used by international 
sports travellers anywhere in the world."+ The line was used by cricket, 
baseball, and lacrosse teams, oarsmen, race-horses and masses of 
spectators. It was also used by Canadian teams en route to England and 
Europe. 

Physical activities invariably took on a more organized 
characteristic when the railway arrived. Irregular challenge matches 
gave way to regular schedules. An excellent example of this was the 
rapid increase of sport in Manitoba with the linking of that province to 
the East by rail in the early 1870's. In British Columbia "in the 
season following the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, a 
regular schedule of lacrosse matches was inaugurated." The number of 
spectators attending these regular competition matches also increased 


and special trains for sporting events became the rule rather than the 


4thid., p.462. Stbid. 
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exception. 

Although the railroads benefitted greatly from this increased 
sports popularity they were always willing to return some of their 
profits. In 1878, on October 3rd, when Edward Hanlan, the World 
Champion Canadian sculler, defeated Charles Courtney, of the United 
States, at Lachine, more than twenty thousand spectators were trans- 
ported from all parts of Ontario and Quebec to witness this match 
which Hanlan won and collected the $10,000 prize money...° It was also 
reported that he "collected a percentage of the money grossed, but this 
was probably meagre compared to the railway company's share.'"'/ 

Other sports were to flourish with the assistance of this form of 
transport. Horse-racing benefitted from its introduction and schedules 
of regular race meetings were possible; and the introduction of special 
horse cars in the late 1880's made travelling much easier for owners 
and horses.8 Indirectly railways played an important role in the 
development of Canadian football. At the famous McGill-Harvard game ,? 
when rugby was introduced into the United States, it was later modified 
into American football, which filtered back to Canada in this new form 
to become the basis of our present game. Intercollegiate athletics 
received a considerable boost when its teams and supporters were able 
to be transported quickly to and from games in other centres. 

The telegraph was being developed throughout Canada during the 
same period as the railway. This new means of communication made sports 


results available to all parts of the country immediately after their’ 


6gobert S. Hunter, Rowing in Canada Since 1848, (Hamilton: Davis 
Lisson, 1933), p.28. 


7Cox, op.cit., p.463. 8tpid, %tbid., p.97. 
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occurrence. The newspapers were able to publish these results the 

very next day and by the mid-seventies most of the larger papers had 
sports columns or pages. Results from events held in other countries 
were also available and usually published. The telegraph office was 
often the meeting place at times when important events were taking place 
in distant cities or countries, !° 

Standardized methods of manufacturing sporting equipment played 
an important role in sports' rise in popularity, especially from 1880 
onwards. Equipment became more reliable, rules were able to be codified, 
competition was increased and unfair advantages considerably reduced and 
games became less expensive. Baseball, lacrosse, football and bicycling 
were a few of the sports which benefitted considerably from these new 
manufacturing methods. It was not long before sporting goods were being 
sold at many retail stores and this competition produced many advertise- 
ments in local papers. The Christmas issue of The Globe, in 1896, 
depicted Father Christmas riding his Eaton's bicycle across snowy 
Toronto roof-tops. 

The incandescent bulb soon after its invention by Edison in 1879, 
was to produce further changes in sports. Within five years many indoor 
skating and curling rinks and other sporting facilities were illuminated 
by this new means. This method of lighting indoor events has often been 
credited with increasing the popularity of hockey, curling, and sundry 
other sports, and at the same time diminishing the popularity of ice- 
trotting and snowshoeing in urban areas, 


Other inventions more directly related to sports also played 


101nid., p.464. 
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their role in popularization. Edward Hanlan's sliding seat was a major 
contribution to all future oarsmen. But it was the safety bicycle that 
had the greatest effect on Canadian sport, especially for the women of 
that period. Bicycling was socially accepted for women as a form of 
exercise. It was to free them from early Puritanideals and they were 
soon playing basketball, golf, curling and even ice-hockey. These 
activities demanded a change in fashion and "the day of hoops, crinolines 
and any other types of voluminous covering was over, and they were re- 
placed by the bicycle skirt, the bloomer costume and golf suit." tl The 
term ''ladies sportswear'' was introduced for the first time in Canada in 
1897.12 

The introduction of photographic prints in newspapers by the mid 
nineties also played its part in popularizing sports. Up to this time 
most sportsmen were unknown to the public, but now they became prominent 
and in some cases able to be recognized nationally. Many sporting scenes 
were also printed and this helped to familiarize the people with many 
physical activities, their fundamentals and rules. 

The acceleration of Canadian society after 1868 can be largely 
attributed to developments in industrialization, transportation, com- 
munication, and with the resulting urbanization. Urban centres were few 
in Canada around 1868 and sports were still generally popular but lacked 
any unification. For example, in the Toronto area baseball, cricket, and 
horse-racing were popular, while in Montreal track and field, lacrosse 
and snowshoeing were in favour. These two important cities were not 


interested in each others’ sporting events and results were seldom 


ibid., p.466 


l2this term appeared in the 1897 Eaton's catalogue. 
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published - sport was of local interest only,with the odd exception of 
some international events. 

Thus it would be expected that sectional differences existed in 
sport and this is a correct assumption. The French-Canadians in these 
early years were more concerned with rural life, while those of British 
stock tended towards urban dwelling and had a far greater sporting 
heritage to assist the development of sports. For these reasons few 
French names Ould be found in the first twenty years of this period, with 
the possible exceptions of hockey and lacrosse. 

In 1900 the sports scene wasentirely different. Many sports by 
this time had achieved national organization and popularity - Canadian 
and association football, cricket, baseball and lacrosse were the main 
ones. It must be stated that the Maritimes and British Columbia both 
refused to accept Canadian football and persisted with British rugby. 13 
Also during this time, other games such as golf, lawn bowls, tennis, 
rowing, bicycling, ice-hockey, and horse-racing were very popular urban 
sports and were showing signs of rural organization. The increased 
popularity of indoor sports, for both spectators and participants, and 
the improved methods of transportation probably were the main reasons for 
the decline in popularity of showshoeing and ice trotting by 1900. 

The amateur movement in Canada followed that of Great Britain and 
the Amateur Athletic Association of Canada was established to protect 
all true amateur sportsmen. Some success was achieved, but many of the 


team games, by 1900, had turned to professionalism as a means of main- 


taining or enhancing their popularity. 


13x, op.cit., p.468. 
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Twentieth century sport had changed considerably in comparison 
with the confederation period. Cox states: 

Sectional differences in sports, due to ethnic origin, 

had diminished to some extent. French-Canadian names 

were, by then, becoming more numerous in track and field, 

swimming, bicycling, ice-hockey, baseball, ice-skating 

and also in many of the other less popular sports. 

It must be remembered, however, that Canada still had no uni- 
formity in its total society - many areas were still far from urban or 
even rural. However the important point is that the machinery for 
organization of a game, in an agrarian setting, into a sport was much 
closer at hand than it had been in 1868. Sports were now able to 
develop at a much faster rate. To take part in some form of sport, 
either as participant or spectator, was a socially accepted and 
expected occurrence. "Sports were no longer the prerogative of affluent 
members of society, but were available to most Canadians."!° go it was 
that a Canadian sporting heritage was born, and in the next two decades 
this country was to reach its highest pinnacle in athletic endeavour, a 


height which perhaps has not been attained since. !6 





lthid., p.470. 


Me pid: p.469. 


por a more detailed study of sport in Canadian society during 
this period see Cox and Howell and Howell, loc. cit. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE CANADIAN SCENE 1900 TO 1920 


From 1900 to 1920 Canada was to grow from the protected child of 
Great Britain into a twentieth century adult and take its place among 
the great nations of the world. Many authors have described the 
feelings of the Canadian people, and perhaps Neatby is typical: 


At the turn of the century, pessimism was outmoded 
and Canadians had become braggarts.... Canadians had 
become vociferous optimists and the Canadian question 
was no longer whether Canada would survive but rather 
how populous and how prosperous it would become. 


Even the Prime Minister, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, was to typify this opti- 


mism when he said, "the nineteenth century was the century of the 


United States; the twentieth century will be the century of Canada." 


Because of this increased feeling of a successful destiny, "the effort 


to evolve a distinctive Canadian culture was bound to receive a new 


srimutus . 


Laurier's Liberal government in the new century could not take 


the credit for "reviving the national economy, for new, faster maturing 


and hardier wheat strains or for advances in farm and allied machinery ."'4 


But Lower claims: 


1a. Blair Neatby, "The New Century'', The Canadians 1867-1967, 
J.M.S. Careless and R. Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 
1967). pp. 13/-5. 


iO 


Rinehart and Company Inc., 1959), p. 370. 
sipid, 


Bk iu Lower, ‘Canada An Outline History, (Toronto: The Ryerson 
Press, 1966), p.143. 
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It did encourage the construction of grain elevators, 
ships and railways and waged a magnificent campaign pro- 
moting the Canadian West as a new goal for Europe's 
restless and crowded millions." 


This Western expansion in the period prior to World War I was not the 
only area of development. Mackintosh describes it as: 
A time of solid progress in almost all parts of the 

Dominion. It is as significant for the Eastern manu- 

facturer and the Northern Ontario miner as for the 

Western homesteader. Canada had room for expansion 

within her borders. A staple was exported to world 

markets and... western wheat has permitted the initial 

step of the Canadian advance in the twentieth century. 

It was only one commodity, and there were many, but it 

was the basis of that period of prosperity. The world 

staple primed the pump of Canadian industry. 

Growth and prosperity was Canada-wide. The Maritimes produced 
steel for the rapidly expanding railways; Quebec and Ontario developed 
their mineral resources such as silver and copper, pulp and paper pro- 
ducts, and their industries along the St. Lawrence and lower Great Lakes; 
the Prairies had their wheat; in the Yukon gold mining was the dominant 
factor; while British Columbia expanded its fishing, lumbering and mining 
industries. 

At the start of the twentieth century Canada's population was 


approximately 5,371, 0007 of which there were fewer than half a million 


living on the Prairies.® Ontario and Quebec, between them, had over 


*Thid:, p.144. 


SHAS Mackintosh, "Economic Factors in Canadian History", 
Approaches to Canadian History, Canadian Historical Reading #1 (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1967), pp.13-14. 


eae Porter, Canadian Social Structure, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Stewart Ltd., 1967), p.44. 


Pudathy, op.cit., p.140. 
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3,830,000 people, which represented approximately 70 per cent of the 
total population. The rural population in 1901 was 62.5 per cent” while 
only 8.9 per cent lived in cities with over 100,000 residents, and 34.8 


10 This clearly indicated 


per cent lived in cities over the 5,000 mark. 
the economic pattern of the country with the beginning of urbanization 
and industrialization in the East, and the rural dominance over the 
remainder of Canada's population. 

In 1901 it was obvious to the government that "if prairie settle- 
ment was to expand beyond the immediate vicinity of the C.P.R.'s main 
line, more railways were needed,” = Also, at this stage, the wheat 
crops of the prairies had grown too great for this one railroad to 
handle. William Cornelius Van Horne, the American railroad engineer, 
stated "the hopper was too big for the ere In order to answer these 
problems The Grand Trwk Pacific and the Canadian Northern Railways were 
both given charters in 1903 and construction started soon after. "The 
result of this unprecedented railway expansion that had all been started 
by prairie wheat was a tremendous injection of vitality and prosperity 
into the entire Canadian economy .""!3 The amount of money that railway 
construction added to the economy in the decade from 1904 to 1914 was 
775 million dollars in wages and 825 million in purchasing materials and 
equipment. !% Thus the railway not only prepared the way for the opening 


of the West but it added a powerful stimulus to the economy at the same 


time. 


* porkekd op.cit., p.>4. Sian p.45, 
11s wer, op.cit., p.145. 1l2tpid. 


l3tbid., p.145. Mtbid. 
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12 
Laurier continued to promote Macdonald's policy on immigration 
but with greater success. During this period the depression ended, 
allowing the government more scope for Canada's rapid expansion. Under 


"red 


Sifton, immigration was made attractive and much of the previous 
tape'' was reduced. Much of the prairies had been surveyed and all was 
in readiness to receive the masses which were to come. The Boer War 
had finished in 1902; the West was being surveyed, and by 1912 some 184 
million acres of farm land was ready for occupancy. 

The decade 1904 to 1914 witnessed the greatest movement of people 
to Canada from other countries that has ever taken place. Over two and 
a quarter million immigrants entered Canada during this period. A 
record 402,000 arrived in 1913 with over 150,000 settling in the Eetes Ce 
The growth in Alberta and Saskatchewan from 1901 to 1911 showed an increase 
of 400 per cent while the increase for the whole of Canada was 34 per 
sent. W. Although the movement of people in Canada during the first two 
decades of the twentieth century was westward, it must be remembered that 
industry and minerals were of prime importance. The discovery of gold 
fields at Porcupine in 1909 and Kirkland Lake in 1912 and their develop- 
ment quickly made Ontario the leading producer in Canada and eventually 


raised her position to the second highest producer in the world. 


This surge in industry can be shown by the increase of 15 per cent in 


1SRoderick Haig-Brown, "The Land's Wealth", The Canadians 1867- 
1967, J.M.S. Careless, and R. Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 
1967), p.413. 


Missa: 





17 Sonn Porter, "The Human Community", The Canadians 1867-1967, 
J.M.S. Careless, and R. Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 
1967), p.388. 


tei ken sown: op.cit., p.421. 
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the number of people employed in manufacturing; in 1900 it was 443,000 
and in 1910 it had risen to 510,000. The gross value of production 
almost doubled, to 1,152 million dollars.” In order to allow for this 
rapid economic development two aspects of Canadian culture also had to 
expand at the same rate - namely, communications and transportation. 


The function of transportation is to carry things - 
the function of communications is to carry ideas. 
Because of Canada's dimensions and natural geographic 
barriers, both transportation and communications have 
played a more important role in our national development 
than in most countries. Across the vast territorial 
expanse from the Atlantic to the Pacific the Canadian 
people are spread in a narrow ribbon close to the 
American border. 


It would be impossible to develop all the separate facets of this topic, 
so only a few of the major ones will be examined. 

In most instances the telegraph followed the railroads, except 
where it branched off to service isolated communities. The Bell Tele- 
phone Company initiated the development of telephone systems in all 


Canadian provinces except British Columbia. Since its first telephone 


1 


exchange was opened in Hamilton in 1878, rapid advances were to take 


place and the governments of Alberta and Manitoba in 1908 and Saskat- 


22 


chewan in 1909°° were to realize its potential and buy out the Bell 


Company. This is evidenced by the fact that in 1906 Winnipeg had some 


10,400 telephones.2? 


199.3, Firestone, "Industrial Development", The Canadians 1867- 
1967, J.M.S. Careless and R. Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada 
1967), p.388. 


a hideced Kesterton and John S, Moir, "Communications," The 


Canadians 1867-1967, J.M.S. Careless and R, Craig Brown, (Toronto: 
MacMillan of Canada, 1967), p.525. 


linid,, p.534 22tbid, 


a3u Kesterton, A History of Journalism in Canada, (Toronto: 
McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1967), p.118. 


. 
Sm 
Atk 


a ae. 


lisé 


gu 


~ 


Me 


yud base | 


Jeane bed geqinatw G00! nt tsd3 tost sd yd booasbivs et eid? 
— oe : j 


















mJ optucem nt beyolqms slqosq To s9daun 
of” 000.01? of neals ban at Orel nat 
€ 
Of -o : 
* erelfob noki fin $cl,1 03 .b I duob.Jeor & 
, as —_ 
) lo edveqar ¢ tnanqoleveb simonooe bigs 
' “ _viamen - - Pp | 145 © aid 76 bet 
“ 4 ju « "T° 
c ijeo7 gens 13 to motgonud snot ' 
snotisoinumme>s to aolsoanvi edd 
4- bas nolensmib e'absanD to sauB zed 


nottaitzogans7) djod ,etsixzsd 
fu sici Jasatoqmi stom 6 baysig 
ij peorsA .eatisauoes Jeom at asns 
seq of3 03 otansidA ond mot] senonqxs 
isn 6 nt besiege sts siqosg 
abyod neoktamA 


- 
bed 
iy 


~ 
4 
9] 
+ 
v4 
5 
J 
2 
’ 
_) 
Ld 
o 
a 


hetelost soivise of ite bedonpid dF % 
7 7 
ed i | 
to Jnsmqo!syeb ans hetetrink yosqmoD 686. 


; ey i ae 
sidmufoD detstyvd tasoxs esoaltvetq asibae 
a) 
oO or - i of * - ac * 
BV8i ait nojlimsH at beneqo eaw Sogneas 
= 
; es 
18% bos piredIA Yo etdnaantsyog sdv7 bas Son) 
~ 
i 





tinedog ett ssiiset 63 Stew SSeaes nt ow 
ont 5 












14 
Newspapers flourished in the twentieth century with the help 
of innovations such as the teletype, the typesetter machine and improved 
reproduction of photographs. With these developments, better methods 
of production and distribution were attained. 24 In 1900 there were 121 
daily newspapers serving 570,000 subscribers, with La Presse of Montreal 


25 


the leading paper with a circulation of 66,500. This upward trend 


was to continue until 1913 when the number of Canadian daily newspapers 
reached a record fag ce A significant development for newspapers was 
the use of nation-wide "wire-services'' which supplied news to all parts 
of the country. "The Canadian Press grew out of the Western Associated 
Press in 1917, initially called the Canadian Press Limited and taking 


3."27 This organization gathers all news and 


its present name in 192 
dispatches it to its members in most parts of Canada, 


The sports page in the early development of newspapers was usually 


a mixture of news and entertainment with little or no systematic coverage 


of any but local events. It was often placed in any available space 
throughout the paper. As a paper developed, a regular section and 
position in the paper was normally allotted for sports news. Often 


this did not require the full page and many advertisements were used to 
fill the remaining space. Also, because of its popularity, this 
section was often expanded so that more advertising could be allotted 
to it, thus making it a very large section. "After the war sports 
reporting became more sophisticated if not exactly more urban, "28 


24 
Kesterton and Moir, op.cit., p.528 


257pfd. 26resterton, op.cit., p.64. 


2Tvesterton Sug. Moir, op.cit,, p, 551 


28 esterton, Gpsett., Pp, 143, 
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15 
Canadian writers imitated the sports writers of America, using a 
vigorous and vivid vocabulary to describe sports events, but this style 
was to quickly lose its popularity. Before the advent of radio or 
television Kesterton states that: 
Newspaper sports stories lent themselves to the 

inverted pyramid presentation. What the reader wanted 

to know was who won the game and what the score was. 

News papers were serving readers best when they disclosed 

those facts without any wasted words. 29 

The wireless, invented by Marconi, was used in December, 1901, to 
allow Lord Minto to speak across the Atlantic Ocean to King Edward vr179 
and was another development in the area of communications. Submarine 
cables were another important innovation and in 1902 the link between 
Australia, New Zealand and Canada was completed, which was then tied 
- ; Lee a1. : ; 
into the Australia-Great Britain cable. This gave Canada vital 
access to world-wide news and information, 

Radio as it was only in its early stages of development, played 
little or no part in this period of Canadian history. Marconi had 
continued his successful 1901 trans-Atlantic experiments. The First 
World War was to assist its development, until, in 1919 in Montreal, 
Marconi was to obtain the first wireless telephony transmitter licence 


for the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company. >- Kesterton and Moir 


describe the future success of radio by stating: 


29Tbid., p.144. 


30The Globe, Toronto, December 22, 1901. 


he ark wate gud Molr—ors cit: <9: S997 


S2thid,, p.540. 
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When provision for licencing private commercial 

broadcasting stations was made in 1922, thirty four 

stations began operating within the year, providing 

radio communications in every province except Nova 

Scotia and Prince Edward Island. 

Transportation was to go through many phases in this era. For 
the railroads, their rapid expansion and prosperity was to come to a 
close with the advent of the First World War. The "rising costs, and 
financial difficulties, made the collapse of the two new transcontinental 
systems imminent .">4 These two were nationalized, the Canadian Northern 
in 1917 and the Grand Trunk in 1920 being amalgamated to form the 
Canadian National Railway. An illustration of the railroads' develop- 
ment up to its decline can be obtained from the fact that in the five 
years prior to 1915 over 2,680 miles of new tracks had been late. * 

Modern highways were "the advent of the present century, and the 
motor-car... and their construction depended almost entirely upon the 
progressiveness of counties.'"'9/ The first motor vehicles appeared in 
Canada at the turn of the century; Guillet gave 1898 as the date for this 


evr A The first motor-car was reported in Winnipeg on June 14, 1901, 


ee Ee 


34e WW. Studnicki-Gizbert, ''Transport'"', The Canadians 1867-1967, 
J.M.S. Careless and R, Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 
1967)-—p-505- 


35 
Ibid., p.oU0. 
36the Edmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, January 8, 1915. 


Ae drt C. Guillet, Early Life in Upper Canada, (Toronto: The 
Ontario Publishing Company, 1933), p.49. 
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and was owned by a Professor Kenrick, >? while July 18, 1904, marked 
the arrival of the second automobile in Edmonton - a sixteen horse power 


machine bought by J.B. buh locke fa The first motor-bus, an "Electric 


Tally-ho", was driven by Sir John Eaton in 1900. * 

Before the First World War the importance of the motor car was 
negligible, and there was little improvement in the roads, except for 
the road-beds. Motor vehicles on Canadian roads were to grow at a 
rapid rate during the war: 

In 1915, there were 95,000 motor vehicles registered 
in Canada, of which about 500 were commercial vehicles: 
the motor-vehicle fleet almost trebled between 1915 and 


1918 and the number of commercial vehicles increased to 
about 15,000.42 


After the war the great increase in highway traffic was a cause 
for the blacksmith's shop to be replaced by or converted to the service 
station. Demands for good roads were being voiced. In Ontario, in 
order to alleviate the need for more roads, and the problem of unemploy- 
ment, an asphalt road from Toronto to Hamilton was commenced in 1913. 

It was finally completed on November 24, 1917, at a cost of one and a 
quarter million dollars. > It was only to be expected that the impetus 
to road building should come after the war and this can be shown in the 
amounts spent on highway construction - in 1919 22.2 million dollars 


were spent while just four years later the figure was up to 56.1 million. 


3%vargaret McWilliams, Manitoba Milestones, (Toronto: J.M. Dent, 
1928), p.242. 


40The Edmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, July 18, 1904. 


Pra Tiee. OD. Ci beep Pe hes 
eee etait oki catatere: hel. ,6p.2us. 
*Seuillet, op.cit., p.150. 


443 tudnicki-Gizbert, op.cit., p.508 
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The final aspect of transportation to be developed was the 
areoplane. Collard gave the following description of the first 
aeroplane over Montreal: 

July 2nd, 1910 - shortly after 6 o'clock in the 

evening of Saturday Montrealers were amazed to hear the 

sound of a motor in the sky. The redoubtable Count de 

Lesseps. who only a few weeks earlier had made a daring 

15 minutes flight across the English Channel, was 

actually flying over Montreal.45 
At this stage the aeroplane was obviously an oddity and the first air- 
craft was reported in Regina in 1911 at the Dominion Exhibition, piloted 


46 


by an American, Bob St. Henry. As it did with the automobile, the 
First World War helped to develop and popularize the aeroplane, which 
on June 24, 1918 was used for the first time to supply an air-mail 
service in Canada, Commercial flights were to quickly follow, and in 
1920 the first licenced aerodrome in Canada was established on the 
Prairies on the south-west side of the Regina legislative building and 


47 


was operated by R.J. Groome and his associates. Groome was to become 


Canada's first licenced commercial pilot and Bob McCombie the first 
, 48 
aeroplane engineer later that same year. 


The First World War played an important role in Canada's history. 


Canadians had taken part in the Boer War between 1899 and 1902 and 


45Edgar Andrew Collard, Montreal Yesterdays, (Toronto: Longmans 
Canada Limited, 1962), pp.310-11l. 


46parl G. Drake, Regina; The Queen City, (Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart Limited, 1955), p.140. 


*lThid,, p.165. 48inid., p.169. 
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although comparatively few in number, the 7,30049 volunteers distin- 
guished themselves creditably. Their casualties were fairly small with 
230 lives lost, and it was reported that fever was far more fatal than 
bildesant’ The result of this English-Canadian participation was to 
antagonize the French-Canadians,who were against any form of support for 
the British. McInnis”! was of the opinion "the controversy loosed un- 
bridled passions" and helped stimulate "the threatened cleavage within 
Canada."' This idea may not be entirely correct but the action, along 
with a multitude of others, caused a decline in relationships. 

The depression of 1913 and the great period of expansion before 
this time was to place Canada at a disadvantage. On August 5, 1Siaert 
when Great Britain declared war on Germany, Canada was unprepared. 
Borden, the new Conservative Prime Minister, was to face many issues in 
the next four years. He lost much of Quebec's support when his govern- 
ment proposed to appropriate 35 million dollars "for the construction of 
three large battle ships which would be units in a single imperial 
Sbeceanad This Naval Bill was ultimately rejected in the Senate, where 
the Liberals were in control. 

The lagging economy of 1913 was quickly mobilized to supply 


"small arms and ammunition, boots and uniforms, food, metals and timber, 


oe ieert op zebo.i zee. 39GB, 


20 The Edmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, June 9, 1902. 


*wetnnis ; Toe. cit. 


92 the Globe and Mail, Toronto, August 5, 1914. 


Phaser Graham, "Through the First World War'', The Canadians 1867- 
1967, J.M.S. Careless, and R. Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 
1967), p. Li. 
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"W934 These, plus the most 


medicines and bandages, horses and wagons. 
important commodity, fighting men, were quickly supplied. On the 3rd 
of October, 1914, 32,665 soldiers embarked for Engeatdsde In April of 
the next year these men were thrust into battle and in the four days of 


36 But the heroism 


the second battle of Ypres lost 6,037 in casualties. 
and sacrifice shown by this First Division were to stamp Canada's 
fighting men among the world's finest. 

Canadian troops took part in many of the major battles, but it was 
at Vimy Ridge, where "the entire Canadian Corps of four divisions stormed 


"d7 that great- 


forward in the early dawn against its imposing heights, 
ness was achieved. This has often been described as Canada's finest 
hour, and "before nightfall the name of Canada was ringing around the 
world.'"°8 Other famous battles, such as at Hill 70, where in ten days 
Canada's losses were 9,198 were fought by these gallant men. November 
11, 1918 brought to aclose a most tragic period in Canadian history; 
61,326 men had been killed and 172,950 had been wounded.?? The majority 
of Canadians would agree with Graham when he wrote: 
National unity had been dealt a grievous blow by a 
prolonged and passionate controversy over how to main- 
tain the supply of men for Canada's forces overseas. 


Graham was referring to the fact that when reinforcement for the 


army became a problem in 1916 and 1917, the government, in the spring 


of the latter year realized that conscription was a necessity. This 
54tbid., p.178 >°Ibid. 


>6tbid., p.179 of 


LOLG. yD tok, 
581n id, 29tbhid., p.183. 


60; pid., pp. 183-4. 
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policy was to split the government and force Borden to form a Union 
coalition of all Liberals and Conservatives who agreed with him on con- 
scription. The French-Canadians were furious but could do little. An 
election was called in 1917 and, with the aid of votes obtained 

from "the female near-relatives of men who had served or were 


61 
serving overseas," 


Borden retained his majority. In Quebec City there 
was rioting against the Bill when it was passed. Although only 80,000 
men were raised by conscription and only half of these went overseas 


62 the 


and indeed only a small number of these actually saw any fighting, 
harm to national unity had been done. In the main this issue did divide 
Canadians on racial lines.°? 

The post-war period was to produce no settlement of the 
problems created before and during these last four years. The farmers, 
unhappy with their treatment before the war, were now ready for radical 
action, and under Thomas A. Crerar the National Progressive Party was 
Sormed-* The labour force was also unsettled. The return of the 
soldiers was swelling its ranks and a depression was soon to overtake 
them. The final result was the Winnipeg General Strike which started on 
May 15, 1919, © lasted for several weeks and was responsible for some 
30,000 workers leaving their jobs . 6 Graham states that another group 
was also restive and impatient; these were: 


6linid., p.189. o2Inid., p.190. 


63 64 


Ibid. hides ti A92. 


Oo cWilliams, loc cit, 


66¢yaham, op.cit., p.196. 
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24 
- the women of Canada. Their organizations were as 
numerous and active as waves on the ocean, busy with all 
manner of worthy causes, mostly devoted in one way or 
another to moral uplift and reform ... the prime objec- 
tive of many of their organizations was to break the 
male monopoly of the franchise. 
Their work obviously succeeded, in 1918 a bill was passed giving 
the vote to all adult females, and on June 29, 1920, Mrs. Edith Rogers 
became the first woman Provincial Member of Parliament in Manitoba, 8 
Several times in the preceding pages the disintegration of the 
relationship between English-Canadians and French-Caradians has been 
mentioned. Obviously it would be too great a task to go into this sub- 
ject in any detail, but a few of the significant events in this period 
will be noted. The Boer War, as stated earlier, ca:tsed conflict 
because the English speaking Canadians wanted to help Great Britain and 
the French-Canadians were strongly opposed to any such action. The 
great migration to the Prairies, in the first decade, did not include 
many French-Canadians. The main reason for this was the Manitoba schools 


problem; whereby the French-speaking Roman Catholics of Manitoba lost 


out in their campaign to have French accepted into the school system. 


Neatby states: 


Manitoba had become a second Ontario rather than a 
second Quebec, and the bitter controversy over the 
Manitoba Schools Question had shown that Manitobans were 
determined to live in an English-speaking province with 
non-sectarian schools. It was clear to French Canadians 
that their form of Canadian society was not welcome in 
the western province. 


The Naval Bill, which was first introduced by Laurier and con- 
tinued by Borden, met with failure, but its very introduction was to fan 
67 68 


tbid., pp.196-7 McWilliams, loc.cit. 


Le aes ae op.citha, p.159, 
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the fires of discontent. Reciprocity was another facet of government 
policy which was not favoured by either group. The conclusion of this 
era was the conscription issue in 1917 which dealt a disastrous blow to 
national unity, and "left a lasting legacy of misunderstanding and dis- 


170 For the majority of French-Canadians, prairie or urban 


trust.' 
life did not seem to fit their pattern of society, and they seemed unable 


to experience the feeling that the twentieth century belonged to them - 


only to English Canadians. 

Many other facets of Canadian life in this period are worthy of 
mention. The introduction of''movies' into Canada first took place in 
Vancouver in 1898, but it was not until 1907, in Montreal, that a theatre 
especially designed for moving picture shows was opened.’ This begin- 
ning may have been gradual but once this industry wad established its 
popularity grew rapidly. Later in the same year "the first chain of 
movie theatres was being established, soon to claim Canada-wide coverage 


ul2 Movies were to bring the American-way-of- 


through its fifty houses. 
life even closer to the Canadian public and accelerate its Americanization. 
The great boom in movie popularity was to take place after the First 
World War and this was greatly assisted when ''the Famous Players Chain 
was created in 1920.''73 

Prohibition was the product of the moral reform which was strength- 
ened by the suffragette movement. The war, "far from diverting their 


attention, only intensified their efforts by affording them a number of 


additional arguments,'"'"/4 including the diversion of money normally 


Oe aham, OD, CLt. ,1 p.d.90 TA terton and Moir, op.cit.,p.536. 
721bid. 73 tid. 





74craham, op.cit., p.200. 
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24 
wasted on alcohol into the war effort. It was felt by them that 
abstinence would promote the physical fitness and mental alertness 


75 Graham wrote 


necessary for increased productivity of war materials. 
of the prohibitionists' final victory, stating: 
The campaign for total prohibition was pressed through 
the war and through the victory. One after another the 
provinces, except for Quebec, enacted prohibitory laws, 
which were strengthened by federal Orders in Council for- 
bidding the importation and interprovincial shipment of 
beer, wine, and spirits, /6 
During this campaign many organizations were to join forces, and 
articles and advertisements in newspapers such as "A Barless Ontario 


n77 were common throughout most of Canada. 


will be a Prosperous Ontario, 
The date for the enforcement of the Prohibition Law was April 1, 1918, 
and a newspaper article made some reference to this being some sort of 
"April Fool's Day Shockot'e 

The flu epidemic, which swept Canada in the latter half of 1918, 
actually lasted for three years but reached its peak in the last three 
months of that ear Ww Thousands of people died in Canada and many 
precautions were taken to cut down on the growing death rate. On 
October 18, 1918, The Globe reported that a flu epidemic was in progress 
and "all indoor sport is banned but outdoor sport may continue.'' The next 
day the Minister of Health officially banned all indoor sport in the 


province, °” All public meetings were banned in Manitoba from October 11, 


1918,°! along with indoor sport. The ban on the latter was to be lifted 





75Ibid. Man 44, 
7] the Globe and Mail, Toronto, June 16, 1914. 
fhe mgs 79 ’ 
Ibid., March 12, 1918. Drake, Op.cit.., p. 166. 


80the Globe and Mail, Toronto, October 19, 1918. 


8lvcWilliams, loc, cits 
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shortly after November 25, 1918, 82 In Ontario sportwas resumed on 


83 


November 4, 1918. In Alberta the Provincial Health Board made the 


wearing of masks compulsory in order to combat the Spanish flu epidemic 

on October 26, 1918, and at the same time placed a ban on all sport. °4 

In Halifax churches, schools and theatres re-opened on November 7, 
85 

1918, and in Calgary six theatres were re-opened on November 21, 1918, 

but masks had to be worn, °° Sports organization and actual par- 

ticipation was seriously diminished for the returning soldiers and 

except for their unbounded enthusiasm sport might have been seriously 

affected. 

During these twenty years Canadian society was to become stream- 
lined and fashionable, and thus take its place in the new internationalism 
which was sweeping the world. Morrison described the advances in clothing 
fashions: 

In 1900 fashionably dressed men wore cloth-topped 

button shoes, high collars and stiff cuffs, derby hats, 

and bow ties. Women wore high-collared shirt waists 

and skirts which were full, tight at the waist and long 

enough to touch the floor or trail a little.... Between 

1910-1915 skirts became shorter and were as much as six 

inches off the floor. They reached an extreme in the 

"Flapper Age" of the 1920's. 87 
During this period the school leaving age was raised, the age of retire- 


ment was lowered and life expectancy increased, resulting in a higher 


proportion of senior citizens who were accommodated within the prospering 


Sore Manitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, November 25, 1918. 


83 the Globe and Mail, Toronto, November 4, 1918. 
So The Edmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, October 26, 1918. 


86749'9., November 21, 1918. 


eet 


8S 1bia! November 75°'1918. 


87 
Windsor and Essex County, 1854-1954, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1954),p.225. 
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economy. Both the working day and week were reduced and this led to a 
greater scope for both recreation and leisure. This increased leisure 
time was able to be used more effectively because of the higher 
educational level that developed. A final development was the increased 
commercialization of recreation during this period. 88 

Rapid changes were commonplace "but acceptance of such change 


sometimes failed to keep pace. Sometimes restrictions were imposed in 


189 


an attempt to maintain the status quo. Hardy describes one such 


situation: 


There was the Lord's Day Act of 1906 to make Sunday 
in any Canadian city, except, perhaps, Montreal, an 
exercise in dreariness, especially for the stranger. 
Quebec fundamentalism and the Dissenter Protestant 
obsession with its quartet of sins (drinking, dancing, 
smoking and card-playing) put a grey tinge on mores. 


Sport also kept up with Canada's changing facade. A common scene 


in 1900was described by Drake: 


Bare, vacant, Victoria Square was the scene of most 
local sports activities. A wide range of athletic games 
was played by local amateur sportsmen, but lacrosse, and 
baseball league games with the great Bert Orr pitching 
attracted most attention. Also popular were sports days. 
The Sons of Scotland held Dominion Day sports featuring 
lacrosse, Caledonian games, Indian pony races, etc. The 
Mounted Police sponsored a similar undertaking on 
Dominion Day consisting principally of riding events and 
the first local dog races. 


This was a common picture at the turn of the century. The key words in 


885 5f ret’ op.cit., p.3l. 


Bo tahicy Howell and Maxwell Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life - 1700 to the present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.139. 


New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1960), p.497. 
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27 
the above quote are "amateur sportsmen", During these twenty years the 
Amateur Athletic Association of Canada, which was formed in 1884, was to 
become the C,A.A.U. in 1902, and this body, together with the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of Quebec, was to form the Amateur Athletic Union of 
Canada in 1909.77 These associations were designed to protect the 
amateur sportsman and his sports. 

As sports developed during this period they changed from local 
to provincial, to national, and to international in scope. Much more organ- 
ization was required to keep competition at a high level and prevent 
unfair advantages being taken of players and the public. All branches 
of sport were to develop over these twenty years. Women's sport showed 
rapid improvement and the success of the Edmonton Grads basketball team 
was a good example. University sport became more organized and inter- 
varsity matches were being played in the Eastern and Western Canadian 
institutions. School sport had become very popular and great rivalry 
developed between schools, especially in the larger cities. The church 
during this time was another institution which helped spread sports' 
popularity, as church leagues in many and varied activities were to be 
found in all but the smallest of towns. The Y.M.C.A.'s, and very late 
in this period the Y.W.C.A.'s, helped to organize and spread sporting 
activities in every town and city in which they were located. 

Commercialization of sport continued in this era and pursuits such 
as lacrosse, baseball, football, hockey, and marathon track and field 
events were quickly caught up with the changing times. Professionalism 


was introduced or increased in these, and other sports, as the demands 


92H owell and Howell, op.cit., pp.150-2. 
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by spectators for better players and competition increased. 

For Canada this period of change had led to internationalism - 
not only in sports, but in politics and economics. Canada's successful 
role in the First World War was to end "the luxury of isolation from the 


193 94 stated that 


controversies and conflicts of world politics. Graham 
"for Canada the age of innocence was over."' But at the close of this 
second decade the future did not appear as bright as it was when Laurier 
predicted that the twentieth century would belong to Canada. The flu 
epidemic of 1918 and the deepening depression which was to embrace the 
country until 1923 prompted the following statement about the general 
feelings of the Canadian people. "On New Year's Eve, 1920, they could 


only peer anxiously through mists of confusion and uncertainty into a 


doubtful future.!"2> 


SS aia Op 4 t.ia Dee Dilo 
94thid., p.202. 


25 tbid., p.204. 
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CHAPTER III 


SUMMER SPORTS 


Canadian sport is an all-year-round phenomenon, but the summer 
period lends itself to an increased variety of outdoor physical activit- 


ies for both the participant and the spectator. During the first two 
decades of the twentieth century, sport was to continue the established 


trend towards higher organization, until the ultimate of international 
competition was reached. This necessitated the formation of national 


associations to control the various sports - from 1900 to 1920 many of 


these were to emerge. 


Sport was to continue to receive influence from the United States, 
with baseball and Canadian football gaining in popularity. This was 
also due to the growing commercialization of sport which fostered prof- 
essionalism in many of the once-amateur games. Marathon running events 
reached their peak during this period, and athletes like Sherring and 
Longboat were to become household names. Women began to establish a 


place for themselves in sport towards the end of this era, with repres- 
entatives such as the Edmonton Grads basketball team. Inter-collegiate 
sport also became highly organized and national champions were developed 
in several activities, notably hockey and football. 

The First World War was responsible for many changes in Canadian 
sport. The formation of Sportsmen Battalions across the country was to 
produce many famous teams and, contrary to expectation, sport did not 
suffer many, if any, ill effects during the four years. 

During this period several new activities were to be developed 
or became sufficiently popular that they could be considered "sports". 
These were auto racing, motor cycling, squash and softball, the latter 
really being indoor baseball played out-of-doors. 

For the sake of classification the following will be designated 
as summer sports: baseball and golf, which were able to be played in the 


early spring; lawn bowling, cricket, track and field and lawn tennis, 
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30 
which were played usually in the summer months; football and lacrosse 
which were autumn games; and others, like cycling which could be indulged 


in from spring to autumn. 


Auto Racing 
Both auto and motor cycle events will be included herein as both 


depended on the development of the internal combustion engine. 


At the turn of the century the automobile was a rarity and its 


use was strictly for pleasure, since limited, good roads made travel to 


distant places almost impossible. Local clubs were formed "so that 


drivers and their families could organize 'motoring runs' to their 
favourite beach or picnic area."! The desire to test a machine's 
ability was immediately evident when The Globe, in May, 1900, produced 


the following report: 


3 hours 20 minutes on the road from Toronto to 
Hamilton was the record driven by F.S. Evans. This is 
the first time that a machine of this kind has been 
driven on the roads about Toronto.2 


As this form of transport became increasingly popular and cars 
became more numerous, clubs were formed and articles such as the follow- 
ing were common in the larger cities across the country. The Globe, 
June 20, 1901, reported that: 


The Toronto Automobile Club will hold their opening 
run around the city this evening starting from Queen's 
Park. Every "horseless carriage" owner is cordially 
invited to participate in the outing. 
The West was not far behind, and in 1904 the Winnipeg Automobile Club 


held their initial run on a Saturday evening, with twenty-three machines 


taking part in a tour of the city.3 


tNancy Howell and Maxwell Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life - 1700 to the present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.298. 





2The Globe and Mail, Toronto, May 15, 1900. 


3Manitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, May 2, 1904. 
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As auto clubs developed across the country the demand for com- 
petition produced various forms of races. In 1904, in Winnipeg, the 
first auto road race in Canada was reported as taking place on a Monday 
morning from the Clarendon Hotel to Stonewall and return. The first car 
left at 10.00 a.m. and another car each minute thereafter. Jack McCullock, 
driving number three, a twelve horse power Ford, won the race in a time of 
1 hour 40 minutes .* 

Motoring in Winnipeg was very popular, and in 1905 the automobile 
club was holding night events. They were held on the Exhibition track 
starting at 7.00 p.m. and included: three heats and the final of the 
passenger car race; a light touring car three mile race; and a 6 mile race 
in which the owner had to drive.» In this same year Guillet reports that 
the first "Canadian made" car was produced - an electric aut omobile.® 

The West appeared to lead the way in auto racing for, by 1907, a 
photograph in The Globe depicted "auto races at the track in Edmonton,'"'/ 
and by approximately 1910 Calgary also had a track and regular races were 


conducted there .® 


An interesting event was staged by the Winnipeg Auto- 
mobile Club in 1910. It consisted of a 507 mile tour over "Manitoba 
trails" and lasted from Thursday of one week until Tuesday of the 


following week.? This advanced form of the activity did not cover all 


4tbid., September 6, 1904 2Ibid., July 24, 1905. 


Srdwin C. Guillet, Early Life in Upper Canada, (Toronto: The 
Ontario Publishing Company, 1933), p.168. 


‘the Globe and Mail, August 3, 1907. 
8¢1lenbow-Alberta Institute, Calgary, Alberta, Photo #NA-920-17. 


%Manitoba Free Press, July 9, 1910. 
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the West as; in 1910, the Regina Auto Club headed to the Regina Beach on 
its first tour, and Drake describes this first trip as follows: 
The Beach was reached after roaring over buggy trails, 

through grain fields, and into the virgin prairie and 

thick growth of buffalo willow, 10 

By 1912 the East had developed a provincial organization, the 
Ontario Motor League, with a rapidly growing membership. The North 
Waterloo Asstiomatai he Club, a branch of the provincial body, was formed in 
Berlin!+ on Saturday, October 14, 1912. The League at that date had 
nearly 3,000 members with 250 being added in the previous last five days. |? 

In 1914 Ontario introduced the first sales tax on cars so as to 
provide revenue for the building of new euade.iz This was obviously the 
work of the Ontario Good Roads' Assoc.,which had been in existance for 20 yes 
Manitoba, in the same year, was to pass its Good Roads Act to meet the 
demands for better roads by its growing number of motorists. -° 

The First World War appeared to halt most activity in this sport 
and its revival, after 1918, was to take the form, in most cases, of 
mixed auto and motor-cycle events. In 1919 Saskatchewan reported over 
47,000 cars in the province, which represented one auto for every fourteen 


persons - by far the highest rate in Canada. !® 


10parl G. Drake, Regina, The Queen City, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Stewart Limited, 1955), p.142. 


tthe city of Berlin was renamed Kitchener in 1916. 


12the Globe and Mail, October 14, 1912. 
13¢uillet, op.cit., p.173. l4tpid., p.171. 


SW. Morton, Manitoba - A History, (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1957), p.313. 


1p ake. Opecitss i p.l73. 
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By 1920 "most major cities and towns had their own 'motor racing' 


17 


clubs." A typical "mixed" meet was held in Winnipeg on Dominion Day, 


1920: 


The Dominion Day auto and motorcycle races, held in 
the exhibition grounds yesterday, attracted a large and 
enthusiastic crowd. Considerable "pep" was displayed by 
all the drivers who put on a fine speed exhibition. The 
popular hero was R, Dusang, who, in spite of having his 
feed-pipe 'busted'"' soon after the start of the automobile 
final, which occasioned a long delay, got into the 
running again, with an assistant holding the feed-pipe 
together, and drove to the end of the race with no 
possible chance of winning. 

Results: 

Side-car race, 5-mile final - I. Siefried, Time 7.53-4/5. 
Open Motorcycle race, 3-mile final - D.O'Donnell, Time 3.52. 
Amateur Motocycle, 3-mile final - I.Siefried, Time 4.24. 
Ford 10-mile race, R. Dusang, Time 16.1-3/4. 

Automobile Open final, Bartlett, Time 14.34-4/5. 

Motorcycle Australian Pursuit was won by D. Staple, 

driving a Henderson. 

Automobile Australian Pursuit was won by C. Thompson, 
driving a Ford. 


At the Canadian National Fxhibition in 1920, in Winnipeg, $7,500 in prize 
money was won by these daring sportsmen. ! 
Although the first really successful "motor bicycle" appeared 

around 1900 and played an important part in reducing the popularity of 
the cycle, this new invention did not come into as generala use as did the 
Bieycie.-° In fact, little interest was taken in this machine in Canada 


until after 1910. Reports of Canadian riders in America appeared well 


before this time. For example, in the year 1902 Toronto's Thompson and 


17 Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 
18 ani toba Free Press, July 2, 1920. 
19 


Ibid., August 28, 1920. 


20u411iam Perkins Bull, From Rattlesnake Hunt to Hockey, (Toronto: 
The Bull-Perkins Foundation, 1934), p.167. 
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Boakers were defeated in a three mile race at Atlantic City.*} 


One of the first clubs organized was the Toronto Motor Cycle Club 
in 1911, and The Globe reported, on June 29 of that year, that the club 
would hold a race next month. As with auto racing, the West played a 
considerable role in the development of motor cycle racing. In 1912 the 
Winnipeg Motor Cycle Club, with a membership of 80, decided at their 
annual meeting ,to affiliate with the Federation of American Motor 
Cyclists.** Later in the same year the Edmonton Motor Cycle Association 
held its first reliability test over 100 miles. There were seven 
starters and West won the race,but Williams had compiled more points and 
won the $25 watch.?> 

Because of the daring nature of these machines the sport developed 
very quickly, and Canadian records were quickly established; and, by 1912, 
the Canadian Motor Cyclists' Association had been formed. The Globe 
reported,in 1912,that Howard Cole broke the Canadian record in a 25 mile 


24 In September that 


race at Toronto's Exhibition Grounds on Saturday. 
year the Ontario championshios of the Canadian Association were held 
with two 3-mile races; three 5-mile; two 10-mile; and one 20-mile 
eweritdce In October the Western Canada branch held their championships 


at Winnipeg's Kirkfield track on a Saturday afternoon. Joe Baribeau was 


the star, winning the 5 and 10-mile "stripped stock'"' events for four 


2lohe Globe and Mail, July 17, 1902. 


22Manitoba Free Press, January 5, 1912. 


235 dmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, May 24, 1912. 
*4the Globe and Mail, June 15, 1912. 


25} madd, , SéptemBer?284.1912. 
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horse-power events as well as the Open mile triaie?® 


In 1913 Bob Scott of Toronto became the new Canadian champion” 
and the sport continued its rise in popularity. 1914 witnessed an 
exciting year for this sport. A new club was organized in Guelph, and 
the Toronto club was holding "hill climbing contests" at the High Park 
toboggan slides, as well as a seven horse-power event for gold and silver 
Ca In May the Duke of Connaught, Governor-General of Canada, 
officially opened the new Motordrome on Greenwood Avenue in Toronto. 
Riders came from as far away as Texas to compete in races on this four- 
laps-to-the-mile track.?? Seven thousand spectators were present several 
nights later to witness "dare-devils travelling at as much as 90 m.p.h."20 
One week later, in an international event, Canada was beaten in the final 
by a team composed ofan Australian and a British rider, 2! 
The Dominion Championships,in 1914,were held at Winnipeg's 
Kirkland track on Avgust 8th and 10th. The war was to interrupt any 
further championships until 1920. The Motordrome in Toronto continued 
its racing program in 1915 but it experienced an unsuccessful season and 


was forced to close dowa 22 


By 1919 the sport was once again under way 
and ,during the war ,the motor cycle had been so improved that now its 


power and speed were greatly increased, and the side-car was developed. 


This new power was to have some disastrous affects. On October 14, 1919, 





E naidzoba Free Press, October 7, 1912. 


“Thahont Oh Butietin, Fane 20, 1913. 

28rne Globe and Mail, April 10, 1914. 

29a bids, May’13) 1914; 3° 5 1abitmay) 25 1918, 
31 32 


Ibid., June 2, 1914. Ibid.; October 28, 1915. 
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The Globe reported that Tommy Murray of Toronto was killed during a 
5-mile motor cycle side-car race at the Woodstock track.33 In 1920 
Harold (Howard) Cole set a new Canadian record for five miles at Toronto's 


Exhibition track and also won the professional championship. 34 


Baseball 


Baseball increased its nineteenth century popularity to become 


"perhaps the most popular sport on the Canadian scene during the first 
twenty years of this present century."35 The game was played at all 
levels of ability - amateur, semi-professional, and professional. From 


the largest city to the smallest town baseball was replacing cricket and 


increasing the influence of American sport in Canada. Another reason 


for its rapid rise was that it was slightly modified and was played indoors 


in the winter, and this in turn led to the development of softball. These 
three sports - baseball, indogr-baseball and softball - will be discussed 


separately but all are included in this section on "baseball". 


In 1900 the game of baseball in Canada was dominated by the East, 
which in turn was dependent upon American players for the majority of 
their professionals. Montreal and Toronto who had Canada's two premier 
teams, both recruited players from the United states. Charles Dooley, 
manager of the Montreal Baseball Club, was in Philadelphia in 1900 search- 
ing for two good pitchers for the coming season.2© Later that same week 
The Globe reported that Toronto would get new ball players the following 
season from Philadelphia amd had arranged exhibition games with them for the 


37 London and Hamilton were not allowed in this Eastem League 


38 


next season, 


and with Chatham, formed the International League. Later Hamilton 


34 


33Ibid., October 14, 1919. Ibid., June 28, 1920. 


35H owell and Howell, op.cit., p.281 


a7 


36The Globe and Mail, Jan.1, 1900. ~’Ibid., Janmry 6, 1900. 


38a11an Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900", An 
Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969.p.55. 
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37 
joined Woodstock, Guelph and Brantford to form the Canadian Amateur 
Baseball League.>” 

Apart from this professional team in Toronto,the city had five 


teams in its senior league - Crescents, Night Owls, Wellingtons, Park 


Nine and St. Mary's The Toronto League of Amateur Baseball Clubs was 


41 


formed in March, 1900, and included intermediate and junior clubs. At 


the Eastern League's meeting in New York to set dates and finalize rules 
for the coming season, it was decided that pitching mounds would not be 


elevated and that ladies may be admitted free to all championship games 


42 


except on Saturdays and holidays. The games were very popular and 


5,000 fans watching Toronto's games was not miiih = 

The game owed some of its popularity to the "characters" who 
played in it. Ed Barrow, Toronto's manager, was one of these. The Globe 
on July 5, 1900, issued the following report: 


Rochester, July 4. Toronto's manager Barrow and 
Rochester's manager Al Buckenberger fought out a mis- 
understanding and ‘Buck'"' ended with a black eye while 
Barrow was arrested for assault and released on $50 
bail. The argument was over the Toronto team being 
late for their first match and the Rochester team 
wanting to claim a forfeit. The weather had been bad 
aditrained at the appointed start time and Barrow had 
not taken his team to the ground.4 


Barrow was later fined $25 for his assualt action on Al Buckenberger .*> 


Innovations such as a base running competition for two gold 


watches before a holiday ganey*? and a game on skates at Peterborough 


39the Globe and Mail, May 4, 1900 

40ibid., March 8, 1900. 4libid., March 21, 1900. 

42shid., April 20, 1900. WG" June 11, 1900. 
45 


44tbid., July 5, 1900. 


46ibid,, June 28, 1900. 


Ibid., July 10,1900. 
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were reported. “/ The railways were always ready to help the clubs, with 
an eye to future profit. "The Canadian Pacific is interested in the 


Montreal Baseball Club and it gives special rates to teams to play 


Montreal (% rates) and the managers do not pay at ail yise The newspapers 


were also willing to publicize the game, and The Globe, July 21, 1900, 
printed the following: 


Baseball is really of very ancient origin says The 
Onaga (Kan.) Herald. The Bible tells us that Satan was 
a hot number on the coaching line. He coached Eve when 
she stole first, and Adam when he stole second. Rebekah 
went to the well with a pitcher. Sampson struck out a 
good number of times when ne beat the Philistines, and 
Moses made a run when he saw the Egyptians. Cain made a 
base hit when he slew Abel. Abraham made a sacrifice. 
The prodigal son made a home run. David was a long 
distance thrower. Moses shut out the Egyptians at the 
Red Sea. But nowhere in the pages of the Holy Writ do we 
find mention made of the huge-mouthed, leather-lunged 
idiot who brays and hehaws all over the grandstand when 
his team is winning. 


Baseball in the West was popular, and every town had its team, 
but poor transportation was to keep the level of competition at challenge 
matches and tournaments. For example, in Winnipeg ''the Portage baseball 
club went to Carberry today, and were badly defeated by the team of that 


town. The score was 44-5 "49 Edmonton played and beat Leduc 27-13, °0 


A tournament was held in Regina with first prize being $150.>! Another 


tournament was held in Edmonton on July 2nd and 3rd with teams from 


Calgary, Strathcona, Sturgeon, Morinville and Edmonton taking part.-¢ 


471hid., March 8, 1900. 481hid,, March 1, 1900. 


49Manitoba Free Press, May 5, 1900. 


50; dmonton Bulletin, September 3, 1900. 


SIyanitoba Free Press, August 2, 1900. 


ePrdnodton Bulletin: June 2, 2900. 
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The game in the West also had many interesting highlights. Drake 
describes one such event in Regina: 

The Boston Bloomers - a touring ladies ball club, 

were denounced by councilmen as "immoral" much as 

feminine wrestlers were to be condemned fifty years 

later. The girls played despite this censure, and a 

local paper noted that their audience included several 

"bald heads" (town fathers) who had done the denouncing. 

In 1901 several rule changes were made: in professional leagues 
the catcher now had to stand within ten feet of the base; the pitcher 
had to deliver the ball as soon as the batter was ready; the umpire had 
the right to remove any player, etc., for using bad language; and no 
walks were allowed for hitting a batsman, but such a hit would count as 

54 
a ball. The Canadian Baseball Association decided, at its annual 
meeting, to use the National League (Professional) rules except that foul 
tips were not to be called strikes and if a batsman were hit it would be 
a "walk"'. The Canadian League, in 1901, consisted of Guelph, London, 


a 


Waterloo, Berlin and Woodstock. Later the National League dropped its 


no-walk-after-being-hit rule - but now the batter had to make some attempt 


to get out of the way of the ball.?° 


Toronto leased a new ground on King Street West near Dufferin for 
five years. It was easily accessible by street car and stands, etc. were 
in the planning stages.>/ This new home field proved lucky, as they 
finished second to Rochester with a 76 win and 50 loss record. It was 
also decided that the club would make a tour, with the gate receipts 


>3prake, op.cit., p.109. 


>4the Globe and Mail, March 1, 1901. 


>6rhid., April 18, 1901. 


551bid., April 6, 1901. 


ST thid., March 6, 1901. 
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going to the players.°° 


In the West, Winnipeg formed a senior city league with six teams - 
Capitals, Maples, St. Boniface, Union, Zephyrs, Law (students) .? Ruhmor, 
the noted Canadian sculler, who in the previous year, 1900, was declared 


a professional, was signed to play with the Zephyrs as a catcher, and 


60 


from all reports was an excellent player. A junior league with eight 


teams was also started in Winnipeg, °©4 The Ponoka ball club made its 


first "road trip" and visited Edmonton and Strathcona with little 


Success, 62 


Professional baseball started in Winnipeg in 1902 when that city 
entered a team in the new Northern Baseball Organization with Grand Forks, 
Devil's Lake, Cavalier, Fargo and Crookston comprising the remaining 


teams - all American.®? The Winnipeg Maroons were to have a successful 


season and won the league from Grand Forks with a 37-20 average.°* 


Toronto also were successful in the Eastern League, winning their final 


two games before a record crowd (for the Eastern League) of 15,000 


against Providence and in doing so captured the league championship. © 


During the season Toronto's home games resulted in a total attendance of 


136,000 paid spectators, © Waterloo won the Canadian League championship. ©” 


Oe Thid:. September 19, 1901. 
wong Fase Te Free Press, April 24, 1901. 


SET a. tulwat teas. OME uly, ths 100K. 


Oar dmonton Bulletin, July 8, 1901. 


OAenT robs Free Press, April 21, 1902. 


Spd uly 26, Th. 


Sthe Globe and Mail, September 22, 1902. 
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Ibid., October 10, 1902. Ibid., September 29, 1902. 
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The Montreal club was experiencing financial difficulties and the 


club's franchise was transferred to its manager - Captain Dooley - in 


68 


lieu of back pay. Ed Barrow left Toronto to take on the manager's 


69 _ Toronto was 


position with the Detroit club of the American League 
sorry to see him go. A new amateur league was started in Toronto made up 
Gr ¥.M. Gy A, teams; /° and those Boston Bloomer girls played the Park Nine 
team at Upper Canada College grounds and lost 5-1 before 6,000 Sdopte 1 
At the Edmonton Fair, teams from Ponoka, Fort Saskatchewan, Strathcona 
and Edmonton were to play for a cup, with Edmonton winning the final 
17-5 over Strathcona. /? 
In 1903 Toronto was to miss Barrow's direction and only finished 


third behind Jersey City and Buffalo, with an 82-45 record.’ 


Montreal, 
after initially losing their franchise, was awarded Worcester's, along 
with its players,just before the season commenced, and only managed to 
finish seventh, /4 Although the railways played an important role in 
baseball's development, they occasionally caused problems. With the 
score tied 1-1 in the twelfth inning of a Toronto-Newark game, the Newark 
team had to forfeit in order to catch a train.’> 


Winnipeg repeated their victory in the Northern League with a 


65-28 recordy.° During a game at St. Paul, Minn., against Algona, 


6 

Sibid., February 17, 1902. O38 bid., January 17, 1903. 
70in4 ip RES 

Ibid., March 25, 1902. Ibid., June 3, 1902. 
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Edmonton Bulletin, July 4, 1902. 


73the Globe and Mail, September 28, 1903. 


T47pid., July 18, 1903. #9 


TONE toba Free Press, September 9, 1903. 


Loid., “May *25, 1903. 
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Winnipeg's captain, W.W. Kelley, was struck on the head by the pitcher 


and was taken to hospital in critical condition.// 


He did recover, but 
it was almost three months before he was fit enough to return to 
Winnipeg, “© Other developments on the prairies showed that the game was 
taking on a more organized appearance. In Edmonton, clubs other than 


halt! ata 


the town's two teams were forming, such as the "printers clu 
the Raymer Cup was introduced,and Fort Saskatchewan beat Red Deer 18-6 
and were declared, unofficially,the Territory champions, °° In the southern 
part of the prairies there was considerable interest and the game was 
thriving. Notice of the formation of two leagues was reported in the 
Calgary Rersid, © At the Calgary Fair (the forerunner of the Stampede) 
a tournament was held which consisted of five teams from Fernie and 
Golden from British Columbia, Red Deer, MacLeod and Calgary, with Fernie 
beating Red Deer in the final after three days' play,°* The Banff base- 
ball club was organized and played challenge matches against Canmore and 
Palpary.°- The team also entered a tournament that was held in Golden, 
B.C., the following month. °* 

In 1904 the development in the West continued at a rapid rate. 
The Southern Alberta Baseball League was formed in Magrath and included 


Lota September 21, 1903. on Ce December 9, 1903. 


19h amon tort Bulletin, June 9, 1903. 


SO tnt: | September 19, 1903. 


olin Calgary Herald, Calgary, May 30, 1903. 


Beta uly 11-1903. 


83.the Banff crag and Canyon, Banff, July 11, 1903. 


841bid., August 1, 1903. 
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teams from Lethbridge, Stirling, Raymond, Magrath and Cardston. ° 


Calgary's team embarked on a successful tour, playing games at Brandon, 
Winnipeg, Portage, Virden, Regina, Moose Jaw and Maple Creek, 86 Winnipeg 


continued to field a strong team and finished second to Duluth in the 


Northern League .°/ 


Tournaments were being held in almost every centre on the prairies. 


Blackfalds, for example, held one on Victoria Day, with teams from Red 


88 


Deer, Pleasant Valley, Bulltown and Blackfalds taking part. Baseball 


was at the cross-roads in Edmorton when a meeting was held to discuss the 
Situation. It appeared that the town had a lacrosse team but could not 
find any competition. The baseball team had lost valuable players to the 
lacrosse team and, since competition was available, the meeting decided 
that both players and finances should be used for baseball. °? 

A meeting was held in Calgary,on May 13, to form the Alberta Base- 
ball League, with representatives from Edmonton, Strathcona, Wetaskiwin, 
Red Deer and Calgary. Mr. A.E. Cross, of the Calgary Brewing and Malting 
Company, donated a $100 Cup for this league. ?9 The league did not func- 
tion very well and Calgary were ultimately declared winners when they 


beat the Edmonton team,which was reinforced by players from the sur- 


rounding district.?! 


Soe amonton Bulletin, May 31, 1904. 


89 std August 12, 1904, 


OT tan itoba Free Press, August 15, 1904. 


88 umonton-Buldetin,1May.27, 1904. 


S9s44,, SuneoidSgr 1904. 


Op aciontion Journal, Edmonton, May 16, 1904. 


21 edmonton Bulletin, July 4, 1904. 
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Again, in 1905, all the expansion was in the West. The National 
Park Baseball League was formed with teams from Banff, Bankhead and 
tenet The Alberta League was running smoother and the Edmonton 
team took the name Capitals (Edmonton had just been made the Capital of 
the newly formed Province of Aiberta) .?° They also went on a successful 
road trip, defeating Wetaskiwin, Innisfail and Calgary at the latter 
city's fair to bring home the gold medal. ?4 

In the Northern League Winnipeg slipped to fourth placey2> while 
in the Eastern League Montreal finished sixth and Toronto a disastrous 
ee This poor showing was sufficient to warrant the recall of the 
popular Ed Barrow to the position of manager of Toronto's team. ?/ This 


move, plus the formation of a "Rooters'! club, 78 


did not help the 
floundering team which again finished last and lost $3,000 on the season. 
Montreal, however, improved to finish second behind Buffalo in the 1906 
season, ?” 

In the West much was happening. A new Northern Copper League was 
formed with teams from Winnipeg, Calumet, Houghton, Duluth, Fargo, 


Hancock, Lake Linden and Grand Forks, 190 The Edmonton Baseball Assoc- 


iation was formed not only to promote baseball, but other sports as well. 


9B anft Crag and Canyon, May 3, 1905. 


93¢dmonton Bulletin, July 5, 1905. ?“Ibid., July 10, 1905. 


95Manitoba Free Press, September 5, 1905. 


7 One Globe and Mail, September 25, 1905. 
97 thid., October 3, 1905. "Ornid.. May 2. 1906. 


991bid., September 24, 1906. 


100v4anitoba Free Press, July 7, 1906. 
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45 
Its organizers were able to raise over $1,000 by selling shares in the 
club within a few days of its inauguration, 19! Another important event 


for the Edmonton club was the arrival of"Deacon" White to act as the 


club's manager , /92 


White and "Hoss"' Fidler of Calgary have been given much of the 
credit for the evident enthusiasm in initiating a baseball convention in 


Lethbridge, at which Bruce Robinson of Calgary was elected President of 


103 


the (professional) Western Canada Baseball League. At its next 


meeting in January, 1907, the league decided that umpires' salaries would 
not be more than $150 per month and club colours would be: Calgary - 


blue; Edmonton - black; Lethbridge - dark grey; and Medicine Hat - dark 


104 
green. 


Barrow had lost his "magic touch" and in January, 1907, he re- 


1 
signed % from the Toronto club and was replaced by Joe Kelley (Winnipeg's 


06 


wereaptainy’ = This change proved successful,as Toronto finished first 


in the Eastern League with an 83-51 record, while Montreal finished 


1 
last. Ep The Eastern League was to be the scene of an unpleasant 


incident when Flood, a Toronto player, assaulted Umpire Conway at Diamond 


108 109 


Park and was arrested. He was later suspended by President Powers 


1h onan ton Bulletin, July 18, 1906. 


102 edicine Hat News, Medicine Hat, September 26, 1906. 


103: amonton Bulletin, November 8, 1906. 
104 


Manitoba Free Press, January 23, 1907. 
105 Ae Globe and Mail, January 7, 1907. 
r00 ihe, & January 24, 1907. LOT FR4ad., September 25, 1907. 
108 109 


Ibid., June 27, 1907. 


Ibid., June 26, 1907. 
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and had to be transferred to the St. Paul club in the American Association 
since he could no longer play in the Eastern League .110 

With the new professional league in operation in the West, baseball 
received increased coverage in the newspapers, and amateur competitions 
began to be organized at various levels, including senior, intermediate, 
junior and inter-school. In 1908 the Western Canada Baseball Association 
disbanded for a year and this allowed the amateur game to become better 
organized. 

In Edmonton, Deacon White, with the help of that city's Liberal 
Baseball Club, organized the Provincial Amateur League with Wetaskiwin, 
Camrose, Strathcona and the aperarveyt + Also, the City Twilight League 
RY 


was formed in Edmonton and the schools formed a senior and junior 


league ,each with five teams. +13 
Amateur baseball was progressing in the East and the Western 
Amateur Baseball League was organized in Toronto. The professional team 
in Toronto acquired a new stadium on the Teanenk ¢ but this failed to 
help them hold the premiership of the previous year and they finished 
sixth, with Montreal eters ib? The Eastern League at this time was 
having umpiring problems and decided to increase their salaries in order 
to get higher quality peed ciaLemnn’ 


In 1909 there were few changes in the East, except that an inter- 


AY Tid. , plulveSy 1907; 

ADT imonkan Bulletin, May 26, 1908. 

tt? bid. May 22, 1908. 113 thid. j May 12,1908. 
1l4tne Globe and Mail, May 12, 1908. 

115 116 


Ibid., September 21, 1908. Ibid., October 31, 1908. 
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47 
national league was formed between Ontario and Michigan towns, but little 


117 


information was available on this group. Toronto and Montreal con- 


tinued to be unimpressive in the Eastern League, and finished fourth and 
sixth, respectively. 48 

On the Prairies, the Western Canada Baseball League, with teams 
from Winnipeg, Brandon, Regina, Moose Jaw, Medicine Hat, Lethbridge, 
Calgary and Edmonton, was finally under-way and this organization 
dominated professional baseball in the West for a number of yearseet? 
Amateur baseball was typified at this time by tremendous growth, and this 
popularity was doubtlessly aided by the extensive coverage given this 
sport in all newspapers. 

By 1910 the American influence had spread the popularity of this 
game into all parts of Canada. Even Vancouver, a stronghold of British 
sport, was to succumb to baseball, and New Westminster had a senior 
league with four teams - Maple Leafs, Balmorals, Columbian College and 


Fraser Miiiert?° The game was also played in the schools and there were 


wl2l 


“clubs in every community. The Edmonton Sunday School Baseball 


League was formed with four churches - First Presbyterian, McDougall 


Methodist, Grace Methodist, and Westminster, /22 


Further impetus was to 
come from the Y.M.C.A. branches which were spreading across the country, 


as they supplied leadership, facilities and a detailed knowledge of this 


117, h44., February 25, 1909. ent diay September 29, 1909. 
ad Boba Free Press, April 17, 1909. 
120 


Barry Mather, and Margaret McDonald, New Westminster - The 
Royal City, (Vancouver: J.M. Dent and Sons (Canada) Limited, 1958),p.144. 


121 ibid, 


122, dmonton Bulletin, May 16, 1910. 
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American game. Calgary was too strong for their rivals in the Western 


Canada League and finished ahead of Edmonton, Winnipeg, Moose Jaw, 


Saskatoon, Lethbridge, Brandon and Regina, 123 


In the East, Ed Barrow moved to Montreal to manage their remus * 
Here the game was making new advances and a city league with eight teams 
was reported, as well as the fact that baseball now had a stronghold 
among French-Canadians.!*> On the 13th of May The Globe reported that 
no Eastern League games would be played in the United States or Canada 
on account of the King's funeral. Barrow did not have a great deal of 
success with the Montreal club - they moved up from sixth to fifth - but 
he was elected President of the Eastern League to replace P.T. Powers, 


126 


who had held the position for eighteen years. His salary was increased 


from $5,000 to $7,500 and he was given permission to set up his office 


where it was most convent davis’ 


ae ans 


- which ultimately proved to be New 


1911 was to see many changes across Canada in this rapidly ex- 
panding sport. In the East, the Canadian Professional Baseball League 


was formed,and much credit for its start has been given to ''Knotty" 


129 
Lee. In its first year it was composed of teams from Ottawa, Peter- 


borough, Brantford, Toronto, London, Guelph, St. Thomas and Hduititodi° 


2 
‘yantbobe Free Press, September 1, 1910. 


aA The Globe and Mail, March 29, 1910. 


125 Tbid., April 2, 1910. see tad December 13, 1910. 
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1271544, , December 14, 1910. Ibid., December 26, 1910. 


1297, id., March 16, 1911. 


Attala Borg (editor), Peterborough Land of Shining Waters, 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1966), p.424. 
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Borg, in describing this league, said: "the games drew fairly good 


crowds but interest was not too high because so few local or Canadian 


players were in the line ups "131 


When the schedule for the Eastern League was drawn up The Globe 
published the following statistics. "Eastern teams will travel 64,000 


miles and pay $20,000 in railroad fares to fill out their schedules. 


Toronto travels 8,220 miles and has an expense of $2,466 "194 The 


United States teams still dominated this league, with Toronto finishing 


third and Montreal fifth, but Toronto had three players chosen to take 


part in the All Star series against the premiers - Rochester. 72 


In British Columbia a professional Northwestern League was in 
operation, with Victoria entering in 1911 for the first time but finishing 
last, while Vancouver emerged the winner. Vancouver had five amateur 
leagues operating - City Senior had four teams; City Intermediates - 


eight; Commercial - eight; Wholesale - six; and the Sunday School had 


134 


approximately sixty, divided into different sections. Amother type of 


league common at this time was the Hotel League - Edmonton started a six 


team league with teams from Yale, Alberta, Windsor, Senate, Queen's and 


Pendennis fareiee 


Another area was opened up to baseball during this period. The 


"frozen north"’ reported that a Peace River District Baseball League was 


131 ete 


132 ne Globe and Mail, March 27, 1911. 


13? id September 25, 1911. 


or aeary J. Boam, British Columbia, (London: Sells Limited, 1912), 
p.465. 


135 
Edmonton Bulletin, March 13, 1911. 
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50 
soon to be organized as there were now four teams in the area playing 
regular challenge matches - Bear Creek, Saskatoon Lake, Beaver Lodge 
Settlement at Grand Prairie, and the Spirit River Seiniemasteccs The 
Central Alberta Baseball League was formed with teams from Ponoka, Red 
Deer, Lacombe, Wetaskiwin and Alix, but difficulty was experienced and a 
champion was not decided upon in their first year, !3/ After some 
trouble the Southern Alberta League also became established with five 
teams - Lethbridge, Raymond, Magrath, Taber and Camdsten 20 

One problem whict faced all amateur teams in Canada was the 
difficulty of providing sufficient playing fields for these expanding 
leagues. For example, the following request appeared in the Edmonton 
Bulletin: 

Wanted, Amateur Baseball Grounds - It is certainly to 

be regretted that the city council has done absolutely 

nothing as yet to secure a suitable place for local 

amateur baseball teams to play. The city league games so 

far have taken place on Diamond Park, but that place is 

not available when the professionals are at home , 139 
Another problem was that although salary limits had been established 
they were not always adhered to, 140 

The Eastern League was to change their name to the International 
in 1912, 41 Another American custom was introduced when, at Toronto, 
the first home game was officially opened by Mayor Geary pitching the 


136Thid., July 29, 1911. 


137Red Deer News, Red Deer, May 31, 1911. 
138). thbridge Herald, Lethbridge, April 19, 1911. 
139 dmonton Bulletin, June 11, 1911. 
140 ; 
Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.282. 
141 


The Globe and Mail, December 12, 1911. 
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first ball to Alderman Maguire, with Controller Church taking the 


catcher's peettacane © This may have proved to be lucky for them as 


Toronto won the International League that year with a 91-63 record, 
while Montreal dropped to sixth, 143 Toronto were very strong that year 


and led the league in batting, fielding, extra bases and base stealing 


averages, 144 In the Canadian League it was Ottawa winning with a 63-35 


record. In Chicago, a young French-Canadian from Moose Jaw, Jack 


Fournier, was acclaimed as a great find for their "White Sox" pene 1 


Developments in the West led to some confusion in the baseball 


world. A second International League was formed with Winnipeg, Duluth, 


Superior and Grand rors 28 while the Western Canada League now con- 


sisted of Edmonton, Calgary, Bassano and Red pee rite! The Peace River 


league came into being and was called the Midnight hepasnde® In 
Vancouver baseball was reported to be "the most popular field game 19 
with over ninety clubs competing in the different leagues, while Victoria 
and Nanaimo also reported numerous téuns SO? 

This confusion probably caused the second International League to 


have their name changed back to the original Northern League in 1913, 


with teams from Winnipeg, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Winona, Virgina, Duluth, 
cha 


Superior and Grand Forks. The Western Canada League elected a new 
ran May 11, 1912. 13 arin. September 23, 1912. 
baa. Noveberrdt,, 1gi2it.2‘PrvaR., March 16, 1912. 


4 
Py Cob Free Press, May 11, 1912. 


ET tnd shy tort Bulletin, April 6, 1912. 


1485544,, August 8, 1912. 
149 150... 
Boam, op.cit., p.463. Ibid., p.465. 


ae anitobs Free Press, March 19, 1913, 
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52 
president, Jas. Fleming of Medicine Hat, and it was decided that he 


should be paid, and he received $1,500. A player's salary limit was 


152 


raised to $1,800,but this did not include the manager. The North- 


western League now consisted of teams from Vancouver, Victoria, Seattle, 
tas 
Spokane, Portland and Tacoma. 

The Toronto Amateur Baseball Association was formed in that city 
to place the game on a sound bagtaor ¢ Ottawa continued to dominate the 
Canadian League and defeated London in a close Se eh Toronto 
plunged to second last in the International League, and Montreal moved 
up one place, to fifth 1° 

In 1914, Toronto reported it had signed "Bunny" Hearne and the 

. 
famous Jim Thorpe, af but two weeks later, when the team was to play, 
Thorpe was unable to join eeu The Canadian League was now composed 
of teams from London, Brantford, Peterborough, Ottawa, St. Thomas, Toronto, 
Hamilton and ieee Baseball still suffered from a shortage of playing 
grounds but the situation had improved slightly, as reported in The Globe: 
Next Saturday in Toronto twenty one baseball diamonds 

will be in use as against eighteen soccer fields. The 

City Parks and Recreation department has ceased to dis- 

criminate against baseball - 400 teams in Toronto want 

to play baseball. ! 

In the West, the game continued to increase in popularity and,in 

152 7 
Edmonton Bulletin, November 4, 1913. 


avert and Howell, op.cit., p.283. 


eee Globe and Mail, April 25, 1913. 

iret. September 2, 1913. APA ace September 22, 1913. 
1 

Lgerde hort. 1h, 191d, this. April 30,./1914. 
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Ibid., May 8, 1914, Ibid. 
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their opening game ,the Edmonton Eskimos defeated the Quakers 5-3 before 
over 5,000 spectators, of which 4,300 paid, and this was an attendance 
record for the Western Canada ip agsieees,: The war did not prevent most 
leagues from being successfully concluded. Ottawa won the Canadian 
League for the third ioe oe while Providence won the International, with 
Toronto fourth and Montreal wepcoiere Reports of gate receipts being 
given to the Red Cross and exhibition games being played for this 
organization were numerous in all leagues, 164 

The Edmonton Baseball Club announced that, in the previous season, 
they drew 58,500 paid spectators (over 850 per game) and this did not 
include season tickets. This number was due to the large attendance in 
the first half of the season, before the war SSE gts At the con- 
clusion of the season the Canadian and Northwestern Leagues sought per- 
mission to close their parks during 1915, because of the war, 1°6 

Canada's participation in the First World War was to produce many 


changes in baseball during the next four years. The Canadian League 


decided to play in 1915 with only six teams - Guelph, London, Hamilton, 
167 


Ottawa, Brantford and St. Thomas. Ottawa eventually won it for the 

fourth successive bd me, <5 with the league disbanding until after the 
169 

war. 


61 
Edmonton Bulletin, May 5, 1914. 


162 ce Globe and Mail, September 8, 1914. 


164 
los rere, September 28, 1914. Ibid., August 20, 1914. 


165 enen ton Bulletin, September 28, 1914. 


166n 6 Globe and Mail, November 11, 1914. 


107 Fera’ May 20, 1915’. LOS nem”, September 7, 1915. 


169 Oster. November 29, 1915. 
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1 
The International League continued in 1915, {? 1916, 171 and 


172 
1917, but in 1918 a new league was formed with Toronto, Buffalo, 


Rochester, Syracuse, Binghamton, Baltimore, Jersey City and Newark. Six 
of the cities in this league had Sunday games, thus Sunday baseball was 
eotaded ¢ In 1917 Toronto won the International League with their 

new French-Canadian manager Larry Lajoie, but were beaten by Indianapolis 
34-14% games for the World's Minor League Champidnahipeah’ Lajoie's 
efforts were greatly appreciated by the club and he received a $1,000 
bonus, 


One sidelight of the war was a report that the Toronto "Leafs" 


carried their rifles with them and practiced drill on their thavel seas? 


A photograph in The Globe on May 24, 1917, showed the Leafs taking rifle 


drill in their baseball uniforms. Ed Barrow was again in the news as 


177 


he was offered the position of President of the American League. He 


178 


was then fired as President of the failing International League, and 


finally accepted the position of President of the Boston club at a 


$10,000 seine le When the International League was disbandea!®° Lajoie 


went to the Brooklyn a aa 


In May, 1918, the New League was declared as an "outlaw'' league, 


but it paid the defunct International's debts and was reinstated, /°* 


AO rts, September 20, 1915. Ibid., September 18, 1916. 


Woody April li-esk91 2 Mab id., April 5, 1918. 
Arta: October 1, 1917. 479 shia: October 5, 1917. 
MIB i ass, May 11, 1917. 177 sey, October 17, 1917. 
178 bid., December 12, 1917. +7 9s 14., December 15, 1917. 
AO vsti March 26, 1918. Se ee a, 5 March 23, 1918.) 
182 


Ibid., May 1, 1918. 
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Toronto were the eventual winners by only one point in a sensational 


183 


finish over Binghamton. Ed Barrow's Boston Red Sox continued the myth 


of his "magic touch" by winning the World Championship over the Chicago 


184 


White Sox. In 1918 the emphasis in Toronto was on the war, and an 


example of this was the ten team Military Baseball League which was in 


operation, 189 


In the West, the Northern League struggled through 1915 and 1916 


with reduced teams and Winnipeg won in what was to be their final season 8° 


because, in 1917, they were forced to close due to financial Teaetitsis tl pened 
This closing of professional baseball in the West increased the popularity 
of amateur baseball and,in 1917,Winnipeg's amateurs had their best season 
ever with five divisions in their leagues 188 

In 1916, Edmonton had seven teams in their Military Baseball 
ete but in June the Battalion, along with the league, moved our le? 
After this the Alberta Amateur Athletic Association declared against 
senior sport - unless it was military. Thus, junior and school baseball 
increased rapidly. By 1918, the Edmonton Public Schools' Girls' Baseball 
League had thirteen teams in it and were playing a modified game. Bases 
were fifty feet apart, the pitcher was thirty five feet from the home 


183 


Ibid., September 3, 1918. 84 bia., September 12, 1918. 


1851444,, April 13, 1918. 


186yanitoba Free Press, July 10, 1916. 





Maia yuly 4 91% 
188 | 
The Globe and Mail, September 21, 1917. 
189; dmonton Bulletin, May 19, 1916. 
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Ibid., June 9, 1917. 
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plate, and there were nine players a-side. A fourteen inch indoor base- 
ball was used which was pitched underarm, and regular professional base- 
ball rules were in operations +2 This surely was aq forerunner to 
softball! 

1919 saw baseballers enthusiastically trying to regain the past 
glories of the game. Edmonton's Deacon White tried in vain to revive the 
professional league although the amateur game flourished in the Province 192 
The Alberta Amateur Championships were held with Medicine Hat beating the 


ie 


Calgary Hustlers to win the title. The Church League in Edmonton had 


the largest boys' athletic organization in the city and had eight senior, 
ten intermediate and ten junior teams, !94 
The Western Canada Baseball League was organized with professional 


teams from Winnipeg, Regina, Moose Jaw and Saskatoon.+?> In the East the 


Central Ontario Baseball League had been organized late in ‘nd6 ome In 
Ottawa, in 1919, W.C. Bettachan of Regina formed the Canadian Amateur 
Baseball Association, after he had secured the assurance that all the 
provinces would come under its control. ?/ 
Two professional leagues started in the East in 1919, The Michigan- 
Ontario,with Hamilton, Brantford, Kitchener, London, Flint, Saginaw, Bay 


City and Battle Creek as one and the other was the International, with 


Baltimore, Toronto, Buffalo, Binghamton, Newark, Rochester, Jersey City 


191 192 
Ibid... Mavieo pea obese Ibid,, .March.31, 51919. 
be uadie ine Hat News, October 2, 1919. 
to Panon ton Bulletin, April 25, 1919. 
1° Want tobs Free Press, May 2, 1919. 
196 


Borg, op.cit., p.452. 


197 the Globe and Mail, September 29, 1919. 
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198 


and Reading. The final standings saw Saginaw win the Michigan- 


199 and Baltimore win the International over 


Ontario over Hamilton, 
200 j ; ’ 

Toronto. Montreal did not enter a professional team in any league. 
In 1920 a new Industrial League, with twelve teams, was organized 

201 
in the Toronto area, The Canadian teams dominated the Michigan- 
Ontario League and filled the first four places, with London winning from 
202 
Hamilton. : The International League finished with Baltimore winning 
203 
from Toronto, and later in the year President David Fultz was deposed 


and the league Gecbanaed ae The colourful Ed Barrow moved to the 


New York "'Kilties" at this timees > 

The Western Canada professional league expanded to six teams - 
Calgary, Edmonton, Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, Regina and Winnipes. 70° In 
Edmonton amateur baseball had its greatest season on record with double 
the twenty eight teams of the previous year taking part in just one 
league alone - the Church tearuewe 

Baseball in the Maritimes,during this period,experienced great 
difficulty. The sport was as popular as in the rest of Canada, but the 
few professional or semi professional teams fought a losing battle with 


the Maritimes Branch of the A.A.U.of C. L.B. McMillan, Honorary 


Secretary of that organization,in 1910,stated that "we anticipate a little 


198 199 


Ibid., April 12, 1919. Ibid., September 11, 1919. 
200;bid,, September 15,1919. 7°"spid., April 2, 1920. 
2021bid., September 13, 1920. 7°31bid., September 20, 1920. 
Wornid., December 14, 1920. 2051pid., November 6, 1920. 
206 wanitoba Free Press, April 3, 1920. 

207 


Edmonton Bulletin, April 7, 1920. 
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trouble with baseball in the Springouee® In 1911 the Maritimes Branch 


reported "the baseball and hockey teams which previously gave some 


$02 The problem, however, 


was not solved,as difficulty was again reported in vea2zeaue The situation 


trouble have come out openly as professionals." 


received much attention from the branch and the 1913 report indicated 
that no further mixing of amateurs and professionals was tolerated and 
W ¢ ya i | 

this year we had amateur baseball. 

These two decades have often been described as the "Golden Age of 
Canadian baseball."" Its subsequent decline,after 1920,has been attri- 
buted to insufficient fields for amateur and junior teams. This meant 
that sufficient youngsters were not developed to keep the senior leagues 


going, and the good ones were attracted to the United States for better 


money, moreover Games like softball and fastball had begun to usurp 


baseball's popularity.212 


Indoor Baseball 
At the turn of the century Indoor Baseball was being played in 


Eastern Canada and the United States. A report in The Globe on January l, 
1900, stated that "in the Officers' League Indoor Game on Saturday 
(December 31, 1899) the 36th defeated the Body Guards 21-16."" These 
games were played in the armouries and it appeared to be an exclusively 


military sport for several years. An article in the Manitoba Free Press 


208 smateur Athletic Union of Canada, Annual Report 1910, (Toronto: 
Rous and Mann Ltd., 1910), p.3l. 


209 
Ibid., Annual Report 1911, p.16. 


210; 54d., Annual Report 1912, p.38. 


See ita Annual Report 1913, p.52. 


212 well and Howell, op.cit., p.285. 
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described the introduction of the sport into Western Canada in 1900: 


A new sport for Winnipeg - Indoor Baseball was in- 
augurated by the 90th Company teams. The first match of 
the series will be played next Tuesday between B and E 
Companies for the trophy presented by the officers' mess. 
leis uk eae to affiliate with leagues in the east and 
south. 


In 1901 an International Indoor League was proposed between Port 


214 


Huron, Port Gratiot, Sarnia and St. Clair, but further investigation 
failed to produce any other information concerning this matter. In 1902 
the "City Indoor Championship" in Toronto,was won by the C Company 48th 
ons and thus was still, probably, a military sport. 

It was not until 1904 that any mention was made of civilians 
playing the game and this was in Winnipeg, where the Y.M.C.A. proposed a 
a This league eventually started in January, 1905, with four 
teams: the Uppercrusters, Footballers, Shamrocks and Leaders. "In the 
game the ball is pitched underarm; fouls are not strikes; base runner 
may not steal home; the ball is large and soft; two or three bag hits 


ei7 


are very rare; and the fielders must be very sharp." Another 


interesting fact was that only eight a-side were played in these games. 
The Shamrocks won the first indoor league in ianioeec ce 


An international game was played in Buffalo between the 48th 


Highlanders of Toronto and B Company of the 65th Regiment N.G.S.N.Y. 


21s ianitoba Free Press, March 3, 1900. 
214 one Globe and Mail, November 16, 1901. 
215 


Ibid., February 17, 1902. 


darpmeystee Free Press, December 8, 1904. 


eR INT RS January 23, 1905. ate id., March 6, 1905. 
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Toronto won the game gga” In 1906, in Winnipeg, two leagues, the 


Y.M.C.A, and Military, were in Sodeeetenee” The Indoor Baseball 
Championship of Manitoba for 1907 was reported to have been won by the 
Rovers (winners of the Y.M.C.A. League) when they beat the 90th Regiment 
Honorary Members' Team 18-3 at the Y.M.C.A. Up to this point each had 
won a "ee The Rovers later fought off a strong challenge for their 
title by beating the Shamrock team of the Battery League 8-7 in the 
ninth inning -EAG 
In 1911, Lieutenant-Governor Gibson presented the Mason Cup to 
the Grenadiers, winners of the Toronto Garrison Officers' Indoor reese 
Edmonton, in this same year, organized a league, but now it was the 
Y.M.C.A. which sponsored the game and not the military.*** Two years 
later, in 1913, the game was very popular with the Edmonton youngsters, 
and they had a league organized at the Y.M.C.A.-~" In the East an 
Interprovincial Indoor League was formed between Ontario and Quebec in 
the same year or’ This resulted in the winners, Toronto's 13th Officers 


team, declaring themselves Canadian Indoor Champions, in April, olan 


The war brought the military leagues to a close but the game 


719 he Globe and Mail, March 27, 1905. 


O jarti@obe Free Press, December 5, 1905. 


221 Pd 
Ibid., March 5, -1L907% Ibid., March 16,1907. 
eles Globe and Mail, March 27, 1911. 
2245 dmonton Bulletin, November 4, 1911. 
225 1bid., October 8, 1913. 
226 
The Globe and Mail, December 22, 1913. 
227 


Ibid., April 13, 1914. 
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Figsenes A Women's Softball match in downtown Toronto in 
the early 1920's. 
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continued under the auspices of the Y.M.C.A's. in both the East7-° 


2 
the West. ¢? After the war little was heard of the game,as the in- 


and 


fluence of the Y.M.C.A. probably reduced it to a children's game during 

the war. A league was reported to have been organized in 1920 by the 
Edmonton Y.M.C.A. with nine teams participating, and games were played at the 
bnaannd cin, 1S The game probably was to succumb to more popular indoor 


winter sports such as basketball and volleyball. 


Softball 
* "W * * ool 
This sport "was developed by Canadians early in this century 
and was an outdoor adaptation of Indoor Baseball.2>* The game required 


smaller fields and was, principally, played in these early stages by both 
boys'and girls'teams organized by Y.M.C.A's., city playgrounds, churches 
and schools. Jim Gioberti, in his article on Hamilton's sporting record, 
states that "great strides in softball had been made with formation of 


public school and church leagues as far back as eer 


There appears 
to have been some confusion on Mr. Gioberti's part and the leagues he 
refers to were probably modified baseball - but not named softball. 

One of the first references to the sport under this name 
appeared in The Globe in 1918: 

see ride November 29, 1915. 


oo Mand tobe Free Press, November 4, 1916. 


2305 dmonton Bulletin, November 19, 1920. 
231 


Howell and Howell, op.cit. 


2325411, op.cit., p.348 


ah Gioberti, "Hamilton...Home of Softball", Centennial Sports 
Review, (Hamilton: Al Macfarlane Enterprises, 1967), p.65. 
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St. Andrews won the girls senior City Playgrounds 
softball championship and Moss Park girls won the 
junior championship. 21 teams entered the senior 
division while there were 11 in the junior.234 
The game quickly spread across Canada and by 1920 the following report 
appeared in the Edmonton Bulletin: 
Softball League opens Tuesday at Victoria Park. 
There are 8 indoor baseball teams playing baseball 
out-of-doors. Teams are CPR, Kiwanis, Rotary, 
Shriners, Coco Cola, A.G.T., Woodland and D.G, 235 
It was not unusual to find the game being played by adults 
because at the time Edmonton still had Indoor Baseball Leagues playing 
in that city. The game was to become a major pastime in Canada within 
the next decade, precipitated by the. formation of the Ontario Amateur 


Softball Association in the early ceeeries -< 


Bicycling 


At the turn of the century cycling was one of the most popular 
sports in Canada. The Canadian Wheelman's Association had a membership 


237 


of 8,000 in 1900, and the sport was highly organized, with Provincial 


and National Championships for both professional and amateur cyclists. 


234The Globe and Mail, September 20, 1918. 
2355 dmonton Bulletin, June 7, 1920. 
236¢ioberti, loc.cit. 


237cox., op.cit., p./0. 
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1900 was an eventful year for Canadian cyclists. Angus McLeod, 
the top professional in Canada for several years, left for Paris to com- 


238 but was unsuccessful. At the 


pete in the World Championships, 
Dominion Championships in Ottawa in July, Angus McLeod retained his 
professional title, while Frank Moore of Toronto became the new amateur 
champion. The defending champion, Alfred Sheritt, was in South Africa 
fighting in the Boer War, and could not compete .23? The schedule of 


events for this Dominion Meet was drawn up by Ottawa's Capital Cycle 


Club and was as follows: 


Amateur Events - 1 mile novice; 1 mile open, 1/4 mile 
championship; 1/2 mile championship; 1 mile championship, 
.5 mile championship; 2 mile tandem open; and 2 mile open 
handicap. 


Professional Events - 1 mile; 2 mile; 1/2 mile open; 
1/4 mile; 1/2 mile; 1 mile championship; 5 mile championship; 
and 2 mile open championship. Gold and silver medals will 
be awarded.240 
McLeod did not hold this supremacy for long because, in August, 
he was beaten by Frank Cotter, the Pacific Coast Champion, in two out 
of three heats over 3 - miles in a Vancouver meet .- tt Professional 


cycling, by this time, had attracted women all over the world into its 


ranks. 





238The Globe and Mail, January 9, 1900. 


Baty I Free Press, July 9, 1900. 


240rhe Globe and Mail, June 15, 1900. 


241i bid,, August 29, 1900. 
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In Winnipeg the French champion, Mlle. Lisette, was beaten in a six- 
day race by Miss. Glaw, The British champion, before 2,000 spectators, 
the winner covering 178-1/5 ites 244 Miss Lottie Brandon of Peterbor- 
ough, Ontario, finished only one lap behind Miss Marguerite Gast of 
Brooklyn at Clermont Avenue rink in Brooklyn, N.Y., in the six-day event, 
the winner covering 475 miles, 6 laps .243 

The executive of the Canadian Wheelman's Association began the 
new century full of enthusiasm. Prior to their annual meeting, Provincial 
Branches were asked to discuss certain questions, so that extensive 
reports could be presented at that meeting. These included: 

Shall we retain both the Provincial and Dominion 

Meets? Shall we do away with the championship meets 

altogether and distribute the championship to various 

clubs as they do in England? Shall we relinquish the 

control of racing entirely? Shall we allow the pro- 

fessionals to shift for themselves and retain control 

of the amateurs? 
These questions gave some insight into the problems of the time. 

The C.W.A. executive was called the Dominion Board of Officers, 
and was made up of representatives of the Provincial Branches at the 
ratio of one for every 300 members. The next level, the District Council, 


the actual voting delegates at the Annual Meeting, were selected on the 


basis of one for every 24 club members. Thus, the Toronto District of the 


242vanitoba Free Press, June 18, 1900. 


27 3Tbhid., November 2601900; 


244rhe Globe and Mail, February 8, 1900. 
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C.W.A., with 1,212 members in 21 affiliated clubs and as well as 238 


unattached members, had four representatives on the Board of Officers 


and 24 on the District comertie 


From the Board of Officers several committees were set up to con- 
trol the various aspects of the organization's work. For example, the 
Racing Board , reported in March,that there was a drop in membership, as 


well as the fact that with the exception of Nova Scotia each district 


was able to enforce the new rule in licensing riders.*?° At the annual 


C.W.A., meeting over 70 delegates, representing 21 clubs with 7,977 


members, were present.-?/ 


It was evident that this annual meeting did not solve all of the 
previously proposed problems. Control of races in Canada had for years 


come under the authority of the United States-based National Cyclists' 


248 


Association - a fact which caused great concern. On April 24, 1900 


in Montreal, the Canadian Cyclists' Association (C.C.A.) was heres? 


Its stated objectives were "the direction of bicycle races, the prevention, 


detection, and punishment of frauds herein,""*99 


Toronto cyclemen were 
quick to recognize the new association's merits and offered their 
support. 


Further investigation into the Canadian Cyclists' Association 


produced some interesting facts. George Tate held the position of 


President in both these organizaibne’ = ec. CLA and C.W.A,. - and,in less 


2457bid., February 6, 1900. 2SBPerd’» Apetit 6, 1960: 
247 1bid., April 14, 1900. 2485574), April 21, 1900. 
taOeeT Ay Apekl 25101900, 250rpid!, May 9, 1900. 
251 252 


Ibid., May 4, 1900. Ibid., May 16, 1900. 
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than one month,the conflict between the two groups was reported to be 


solved. The Dominion Championship, held in Ottawa, was the 18th annual 


C.W.A. meet and yet the races were run under the sanction of the Cea? 


By July, 1900, it was reported that the C.C.A. had assumed full control .2°4 
In 1901 however, much criticism was levelled at the new organizat- 


ion. The Globe stated: 


The C.W.A,. should resume control of racing because 
(1) the C.C.A. which usurped control last year did not 
do anything, and (2) the control should be in the hands 
of men_who do not have anything to gain from these 
races, 


British Columbian cyclists also came out in support of the C.W.A. and 


256 


said "it was the C.W.A. or nothing for them". The following day Mr. 


Cer Wk age had 


258 


George Tate resigned as President of the C.C.A. 
control of all aspects of Canadian cycling, including racing. 
Like the motorists of the period, the cyclists wanted better roads 
and much pressure was exerted on local and federal government by the 
C.W.A, and district branches. The parent body circulated a petition for 
better roads in March, 1900.29? Later in that year the Winnipeg Cycle 
Club framed the "cycle path act" which was presented to the Local Legis- 


lature and in due course became Law.260 


The previously mentioned 
bicycle licence varied in amount, with the average cost being 50¢. The 


Winnipeg Cycle Path Association sold "Cycle Path badges" for 50¢ which 


covered that city's licence rate 26! 
2531pid., June 26, 1900. *iapid!, July 3,.1900: 
255 tpid., April 8, 1901. 27070 td, April 10, 1901. 
257tbid., April 11, 1901. £19 td. neti 16. 1901. 


259 tbid., March 20, 1900. 2601ni4., September 26, 1900. 


261 oitbba Free Press, May 4, 1900. 
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67 
Probably the most famous professional Canadian cyclist in 1900 
was Archie McEachern, the ex-Toronto rider. He won a six-day race in 
Baltimore, breaking many records by covering over 212 miles in the six 
AILS Later that year he teamed with Burns Pierce of Nova Scotia 
to finish second to the American team of Elkes and McFarland in a six- 
day international race at Madison Square Garden before 20,000 people. A 
French team finished third, and the prize money was $1,500, $1,000 and 
$750. ae A later report stated that all the competitors, except Elkes, 
were on drugs and one rider was recovering in hospital.*°4 
Two weeks later McEachern won the 25-mile championship of the 
world at Beato sact and one week later finished third in another inter- 
national six-day aah eee The latter event was popular in the West and 
in 1901 ,the Manitoba six-day championship was won by J. McCullock who rode 
202 miles and 4 laps in nine Hduiresant George Riddle finished second, 
but he had his revenge in The Manitoba Championships at Garry Park later 
that year. He won the 4%, 1 and 5-mile events while McCullock only 
managed to win the % mile race 78 
McEachern was still winning events; he and Walthour -the American- 
269 


won the six-day race at New York. On January 25, 1902,he broke the 


world's 5-mile indoor record in Philadelphia by winning the championship 


262716 Globe and Mail, September 26, 1900. 

Gain ste December 17, 1900. ieee December 18, 1900. 
ae ER: December 31, 1900. 266 1bid., January 7, 1901. 
267 ani toba Free Press, June 25, 1901. 

268 


Ibid., July 2, 1901. 


“ine Globe and Mail, December 16, 1901. 
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in 7 minutes, 52-2/5 seconds, thus reducing the old time by almost nine 


270 
seconds, Two days later he won a 15-mile motor-paced race, 7/1 The 


new style of racing behind an automobile, using it to reduce wind 
resistance and therefore increasing the rider's speed, ultimately led to 


McEachern's untimely death. He was killed in a fall from his bicycle 


while training at Atlantic city.-/2 


The C.W.A., in 1901, affiliated with the C.A.A.U., and its 19th 


annual championship was held at Queen's Park, Montreal, where a new eight 


lap board track had been specially waair.*?? Toronto riders dominated 


most of the amateur events, with W.J. Vennels of that city capturing the 


274 


Canadian Championship. At the Pan American Exposition in Buffalo, in 


1901, William 'Doc'' Morton won the amateur title; he had previously 


captured eight Canadian Chaturensiionn.: 


Women's events were still popular and a six-day race was held at 


276 


Toronto Island,with Miss Tillie Anderson winning. Two nights later a 


25-mile match race between three men professionals and three ladies was 
staged. Miss Anderson defeated Harley Davidson by ten laps after he got 


a puncture and lost two miles. These two riders were the only ones to 


etatensoe! On the two following nights Davidson was successful over the 


same distance, with Miss Anderson second each time,~/8 


270thid., January 27, 1902. 2/1 tides Hanuareneo eons 


be rei) May 14, 1902. 21st sos hits teat? 


274 canadian Wheelmen's Association, History of Cycling in Canada, 
Mimeographed bulletins prepared for the Association by R.E. Coupland, 
1967, p.8. 


279 ayia. 


27 the Globe and Mail, June 16, 1902. 


278 
i onad,, June 18, 1902. Ibid., June 20, 1902. 
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Fairs and exhibitions were popular venues for cycle races and 
Edmonton, for example, held open, handicap and novelty events during its 


1902 a inhi piamaee ar 


W. Morton of Toronto,continued to establish his dminance over the amateurs. 


He won the amateur championship at the C.W.A. meet in Shy ont swage and the 


1, 5, 10 and 25-mile events at the Ontario championships in 1 Pte 


In 1903, at the Canadian Amateur Championships at Vancouver, Morton won 


seven races and the chee yarenane. G.F. Campbell of Toronto was the 


C.W.A. professional champion in 1902.7°3 


In 1904, Morton was successful only in the % and 3/4-mile events 


at the Canadian Championships at Fredericton, while McNeil of Charlotte- 


town won the 1 and 5-mile pela Walter E. Andrews - a member of the 


1908 Olympic Cycling team - and Frank Brown, both of Toronto, were also 


prominent SA es The 1907 C.W.A. championships were held at 


2 Se 


Interest in cycling tapered off in 1908 and the Olympic trials, 


held at Exhibition Park, Toronto on May 30, 1908, occasioned little 
public A aed The four riders selected to represent Canada at 


tinonton Bulletin, July 4, 1902. 


eChe Globe and Mail, July 10, 1902. 
81 

Ibid., August 2, 4 and 5, 1902. 
82 

Manitoba Free Press, July 3, 1903. 


283 the Globe and Mail, July 10, 1902. 


2841nid., July 6, 1904. 
285 


286 
The Globe and Mail, July 2, 1907. 


287 4id., May 12, 1908. 


C.W.A. Bulletin, loc.cit. 
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70 
the VI Olympic Games in London were William Anderson, William "Doc" 


288 
Morton, Walter E. Andrews and Fred McCarthy, all of Toronto.7°? They 


performed creditably and won bronze medals in the 4,000 metres pursuit 


290 
race, 


Cycling, as a sport, continued to lose public interest. In 1910, the 
C.W.A's. President, Louis Rubenstein, neatly summed up the situation in 
an address to the A.A.U.of C. executive, in his Association's application 
for affiliation: 


We find it is not like it was in years past when 
racing was taking place all over the country. It has now 
come down to one section - Ontario - and in many instances 
there are races taking place which should not take place, 
according to our Constitution, and I think that, if the 
racing area were taken over by the Union, bona fide 
amateurs would be racing in bona fide races. 


Other reasons for thedecline in interest in cycling were the advent of the 
motor cycle md. the automobile. Olympian William Anderson, holder of many Dominion 
Championships, retired from the racing game in 1910. '"'He has purchased 


a Triumph motor cycle which will make 50 m.p.h. and will confine his 


racing to motor cycles ."292 


In an attempt to regain some of its lost popularity, the C.W.A., 


in 1911, elected a new executive and president, the latter being Mr. 


2935 


Robert Falconer of Toronto. But the 1911 A.A.U.of C. Secretary's 


OE Globe, on June 4, 1908, listed H.L. Young as the fourth 
rider instead of W. Morton. 


2890 wW A, ‘Bulletin, loc.cit. oP rbd: 


291, a U.of C. Minutes 1910, op.cit., pp.41-2. 


292 noronto Daily Star, Toronto, March 1, 1910 


293 the Globe and Mail, April 7, 1911. 
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Report described their failure and the continuing unrest within the 
ranks of the cyclists: 
This newest of allied members has held a championship 

at Waterloo, Ontario, and has sanctioned considerable 

competition in Ontario. With the change of officers at 

their last annual meeting, at which the Old Guard were 

pleased to step down and out to make room for a younger 

element, it is regrettable to report that cycling, at 

least in those certain sections in which the so-called 

"revival" has taken place, appears to have fallen into 

weaker hands, and many cycling events have been held of 

an unsavoury character by a certain clique commonly 

supposed to dominate cycling, some of whom BEF said to 

be the highest office holders of the C.W.A. a 

In 1911, Louis Rubenstein was re-elected as the C.W.A's. President, 
a position he held until 1927. Two famous Canadians made their appearance 
about this time. Stephen 'Gus' Hogben, of Hamilton,won the %4-mile Canadian 
Championship in 1911. He was wounded in the First World War and lost a 
hand, and afterwards was fitted "with a serviceable replacement which 
when riding the bicycle he locked to the handle bar grip and successfully 
achieved many wins on the road in later years ,"'*9> Russell E. Coupland 
of Toronto was not a famous cyclist but in later years he was to hold 
every position in the C.W.A. up to that of President. In cycling he was 
referred to as 'Mr. Bicycle", and is a Life member of the Gop,A.77° 

The C.W.A's position in 1912 did not improve and at the third 
annual meeting of the A.A.U.of C. the sport came under attack from many 
directions. Sections of the Secretary's report clearly indicated the 
animosity Norton H. Crow held for the C.W.A.: 


234 ALU. of C.. Minutes 1911, op.cit., p.18. 


2950 W.A. Bulletin, loc.cit. 


420 WA, Sporting Personalities Bulletin, Mimeographed bulletins 
prepared for the Association by R.E, Coupland, 1967, p.1l. 
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On October 19th a combined professional and amateur 
bicycle meet was held under C.W.A, sanction at Toronto, 
and again later in October, at the new Arena, a pro- 
fessional six-day race was held under the jurisdiction 
of the C.W.A., and was handled by C.W.A. officials. 
Professional riders, refused reinstatement by the Union, 
have secured licenses to ride from the C.W.A. 


Norton Crow also reported that a great number of amateur events 
were being held in the Maritimes, British Columbia, Alberta and Manitoba, 
without any C.W.A., representatives in those Provinces. The conclusions 
were - the C.W.A. was not a national body; they were not controlling 
amateur events, which could be adequately supervised by the A.A.U.of C's. 
Bednchesss’? 

The C.W.A., in 1913, affiliated with the International Cyclists' 
Union of Europe, and retained control of races in Canada by this action. 
Louis Rubenstein reported: 

The C.W.A, does not propose to run professional races, 

but in case of some organization coming into Canada to 

hold professional races, there must be a body to control 

them. The rules of the International Union state very 

clearly that we shall control amateur and professional 

bicycle racing. 

With these feelings predominant, the C.W.A's. request for cancellation 
of membership in the A.A.U.of C. was immediately granted. 200 
The sport of cycling in Canada suffered from this constant 
struggle for power and consequent lack of national organization. Six-day 
events were held in Toronto in 1912, as previously mentioned. These were 

297 ; ‘ 

A.A.U.of C. Minutes 1912, op.cit., p.1l/. 


29 orbid.. pala: 


299, A.U.of C. Minutes 1913, op.cit., p.75. 
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73 
very successful and, on October 28, 1912, a capacity crowd saw the final 
night's racing with Root of New York and Hehir of Australia winning with 
a distance of 988 miles and 5 ae Walter Andrews, the ex-Olympian, 
was still active and, in a race at Toronto's Arena Gardens, was narrowly 
beaten by Donald McDonald of Newark, the world's amateur champion. >04 

In the West, the first annual 25-mile road race was staged by the 
Winnipeg Cycle Club. It was won by W.J. Blake in 1 hour, 17 minutes and 


17 Seepada 


This new emphasis on road racing was evident as Canada's 
best performance in cycling at the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm, 
Sweden, was in the 200 miles Road Race. In this event Frank Brown and 
George Watson, both of Toronto, finished a meritorious fourth, 204 

The next three years, up to 1915, produced little cycling en- 
thusiasm. The Canadian Track Championships were held in Waterloo in each 
of these pee Atel but records are not available, even from the C.W.A. 
The War finally halted these so-called national events in 1516.9°° 
Canada introduced"National Bicycle Week" during the first week in May, 
1916, and this concept was soon adopted in the United States and of course, 
is now held in all parts of North America.29/ The chief motivat ing 


factors for its inception appeared to be a need for increased recreational 


activities as well as commercial interests in the bicycle. 


1 
4 The Globe and Mail, October 28, 1912. 
302 


ihid... October 3h. "teh. 
303vanitoba Free Press, October 21, 1912. 
304, WA, Bulletin, op.cit., p.9. 
305 pia, 306 yi, 


307owell and Howell, op.cit., p.300. 




















. | ; | Re oon 


iosqs2 6 .S1@l ,88 t9d0320 so .bas icsensihaaatda 
¥ 


ae | 7 ' 

iw gotontw siierzavA io sidsH bas Az6% walt Yo 9008 didy. gntond eMdphi 
ror oe 

ve 5 of ewotbnA zosIaW -eqel ¢ bas aelim 88e io s2n8 jet 
Pa 


a eA p 1 = 
.8aebrad s JnoOtOLl 3I8 So87 ent . bar evitos [iss of 


, bs : i 
1Wue3 s oe 'BY-ow 47BU3K Jc bignodoM bisnod yd a 





5 
: : Y £ i~cS [even Setli sag tes) 
vod I wi L.W yd mow esw al .dg : 
sf a" slesdoms wan atAt 
3 
f tt Sf@i ef3 ga gaifoys ai 29MHUTOLI SG aD 


fl ANG TT : y -395% DS0A Esitm OOS adz ni asw ,nsbowe 
wielatt ,ojao10T to diod .nosseW es 
’ ba 
id -Iuon off Ay 
ta 

: ~. 
Y * p q _ a ae ; 
rs: i bisd = aqifencigmsd? AosiT ssibeneS ad?t meshed 
32 


: ‘ 7 
S&S abyooa1t tud ,8189y oeodt ia 
a 
' a i we <n 
> 4encizsa bDeilss-oe seeds botisd vi hem? z8W af 


isoW sloyold Isool see" beouborwsnt abes 


. _ ~ ’ 
RIOD to & 897836 DSJinU sid of besgobs noose ‘saw Jq3an09 e!d3 bas .@ 

. ) a 
inl Jey i teids siT ~-S9ttsm& d3t0M to ajyaq Lis ab bled « 


bavesqgs nobtqsont a3} zo? 2 odo: 


[scoltjesi557 bseesioni to? bssa s sd o3 





74 
Canadian cyclists, after 1916, were few in number but were extremely 
successful. Norman Webster of Stavely, Alberta, won the Dunlop Road Race 


Br eolo,. 2909293 92 11922 ands 1923; He won several Canadian Championships 


308 


and represented Canada in the 1920 Olympics. Webster also won the 1919 


Alberta and British Columbia Provincial Championships, as well as the 


309 


Canadian 10 and 2-mile handicap, the 1l-mile championship, and the Ontario 


Provincial Championship in 1921.10 Harold Bounsall of Toronto won the 


Canadian Championship when it re-started in 1919, and again in 1920 and 


1923,>11 He also represented Canada at the 1920 Olympics. 


Arthur Spencer and his brother William, of Toronto, won many 


important professional events. In 1916 they represented Canada in a 


six-day event in Boston. ~ The next year, Arthur became the first 


Canadian to hold the United States Professional Championship. He defeated 


Frank L. Kramer, who had held the title for sixteen years. Arthur won 


the title when he gained victories in the %, 1/3 % and 2-mile events.-- 


314 


In 1918, Kramer regained his title, but along with the Spencers (who 


became United States citizens) were beaten by "Uncle Sam'' when they were 
, ; : 315 
inducted into the United States Army. 


Spencer regained the United States Professional title again in 


308¢ W.A. Bulletin, loc.cit. 


3095 dmonton Bulletin, October 16, 1919. 


a A Bulletin, op.cit., p.10. 

Sllinid., p.9. 

312the Globe and Mail, November 3, 1916. 

313tbid., July 2, 1917. 3l4ibid., August 8, 1918. 


315tbid., September 6, 1918. 
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1920, when he defeated Kramer by a score of 48 points to 19 before a 


crowd of 25,000 neople.?-° Earlier that year he had won the $1,000 


purse at the Newark Velodrome by winning from Eddie Madden and Oriando 


Piani, the Italian ehampd om? od 


The 1920 Olympic Games in Antwerp, 
Belgium, proved disappointing for Canadian cyclists, for they entered 
twelve in the road race and ten in the velodrome track events "without 
any success", 218 

The C.W.A., by 1919, had applied for re-affiliation with the 


319 By 1920 the cycle 


A.A.U.of C. and,after much debate were accepted. 
races of earlier times were no longer as popular, but the bicycle itself, 
as a form of transport andas a recreational pursuit, had lost none of its 
appeal. Up to 1920 there were 509,000 bicycles in Canada and in that 
year 3,000 dealers expected to sell a further 100,000 machines - a record 
sales figure up to that time . 229 
Although the bicycle was normally used for sporting or recreational 
pursuits in the early twentieth century, it was a very versatile machine, 


as these final two incidents will show. In 1900, at the St. John's Fair, 


this athletic feat was reported: 


316tbid., September 27, 1920. 


317thid., June 1, 1920. 


318 powell and Howell, loc.cit. 


oe Coe C. Minutes 1919, op.cit., p.18. 


320vanitoba Free Press, May 1, 1920. 
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the wonderful and daring feat of the high diving 
bicyclist known as 'Marvelous Marsh". The performer 
makes a 70 foot dive off the wheel away from the struc- 
ture at a height of 40 feet into a tank of water on the 
ground. The cyclist starts from a point 100 foot high 
down an inclined plane 200 feet long till he reaches the 
point where his daring dive begins. It is a thrilling 
performance and is performed by electric light as 
successfully as in the day time. This is one of the 
greatest attractions ever presented, 321 


In Berlin (now Kitchener, Ontario) in 1901 another use for the bicycle 
was found. The city police were issued cycles; the older members of 
: : 322 
the force used tricycles, the young ones bicycles. 
Advances in technology produced the more exciting automobile and 


motor cycle which replaced the bicycle as a sports machine, reducing it, 


gradually, to a children's toy. 


Cricket 


By 1900 cricket was one of Canada's most popular sports with 


"hundreds of teams, from Halifax to Victoria and north to Dawson City "323 


playing regular matches. Competition took place at every level of 
organization; rural, city, provincial, inter-provincial and international. 
During this period its peak in popularity was reached within the private 


schools. The First World War, however, produced a major decline in 


Peet , ; 324 
participation and enthusiasm. 


321The Reporter and Frederickton Advisor, Frederickton, September 
2 400s 


322phe Globe and Mail, April 12, 1901. 


Pe | 
Gort, OP Gal «sph. ss 


Sowell and Howell, op.cit., p.286. 
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The Canadian Cricket Association, in 1900, held its 8th Annual 
meeting in Toronto and decided that the international match between 
Canada and the United States was to be held on September 21st and 22nd, 
1900, in pittsdeinhig 6c This event had been held continuously since 
1879 and endured until 1912, with the United States dominating - 27 


wins, 13 losses and 3 Pes 


Although cricket was a firmly established sport, its importance 


was diminished in colleges and universities due to a reduction in the 


academic year from June 30 to the middle of May, allowing little or no 


327 


time for cricket to be played successfully. in 1900 both Upper 


Canada College and Bishop Ridley College had teams in the Toronto league. 


Upper Canada College was very strong and defeated Woodstock in an early 


Season game, 97 to 40970° and later drew with the Toronto-Rosedale team, 


teEvto wy for 5.229 


* The Globe and Mail, April 17, 1900. 
326 
England: Published by the author, 1960), p.17. 


32 Towel and Howell, loc.cit. 


3285e Globe and Mail, May 1, 1900, 


se AIEEE May 14, 1900. 
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The Boer War caused two proposed international tours to be 


cancelled. The first was a team comprised of Canadian Indians - a 


novel idea of the Canadian Cricket Association which were to tour Raclahd. 77° 


The second was the Marylebone Cricket Club's tour of Canada in the aut am 


Other cricket tours were not affected by the war. The Halifax Wanderers 


Bo Fd 


visited Montreal for a series of matches, while a strong Quaker cricket 


team from Philadelphia toured Eastern Canada, winning many of its games. 
On August 30, 1900, they defeated Rosedale by a wide a See 

In the West cricket was thriving. Edmonton, with sis 3 ,000 
inhabitants, increased the membership within its clubs from 53 in 1899 to 
77 the following tess Winnipeg, however, was the centre of the game's 
development in the west. A city league was organized with teams from 


Winnipeg, the C.P.R.,St. John's,Dragoons and Selkirk.>>> 


Teams from Portage 
La Prairie and the combined City Hotels often played matches against the 
premier team, the Winnipeg Cricket Club. This club had a professional 
player-coach. In 1900 it was Hewson of Wernwith Club of Leicestershire ,>-° 


and in July the club sent a team to the international tournament held in 


330tbia. , January 2, 1900. 


331 anitoba Free Press, March 10, 1900. 


332th. Globe and Mail, January 3, 1900. 
333tbid., August 30, 1900. 
334 . 

Edmonton Bulletin, June 29, 1900. 
>a att oba Free Press, June 5, 1900. 
336 


Ibid., May 21, 1900. 
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Chicago. Winnipeg defeated Denver 147 to 29 and 84, with Hewson getting 


63 runs (not out) and Bain taking a "hat trick" ,33/ Next day they beat 


338 


Omaha 197 to 21 and 73, but lost the final to Chicago 71 to 62 in a 


very close Baie 2249 The closing game of the tournament was reported as 
the United States versus Canada, with Winnipeg beating the combined team 
99 and 5 for 72 to 66 and 135, on the first innings. Hewson was reported 
to be the star of the series with his batting and bowling feats, 20 

The main attraction in Canadian cricket in 1900 was the regular 
Canada versus the United States match. The Canadian Cricket Association 
held a meeting in Toronto on September 3 to select their obncade The 
following selection was announced: F.W. Baldwin (Bishop Ridley College), 
J.L. Counsell-Captain (Hamilton), F.S. Chambers (Parkdale), J.H. Forrest 
(Toronto-Rosedale), A. Gillespie (Toronto-Rosedale), W.H. Henry (Halifax), 
H.C. Hill (McGill), Captain Logan (R.M.C.), H.F. Lownsborough, Major 


Stanbenzie (R.M.C.) and W.W, Ariane? In the match at Philadelphia the 


4 
United States won by 15 runs, 119 and 124 to 108 and 120.° a Mr. Henry 


of Halifax failed to play for Canada as he read an incorrect date for the 
match in a Halifax newspaper. >" 


In 1901, B.J.T. Bosanquet's Gentlemen of England team played the 


Gentlemen of Canada on their way to the United States to play four 
345 


matches. The visitors soundly defeated the Canadian team at Toronto 
3371hid., July 18, 1900, 338inid., July 19, 1900. 
339 ipid., July 21, 1900. 3*07444., July 23, 1900. 
34lone Globe and Mail, August 28, 1900. 
ot pid. September 11, 1900. 3435 owen, loc.cit. 
344 


The Globe and Mail, October 11, 1900. 


*aowen, op.cit., p.l2. 
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by an innings and 7 rune. 6 


Cricket was popular in upper-class circles and the House of Commons 


played the Canadian Government at the Rideau Hall Grounds on June ve ea 


Ethnic groups added interest to the game. The Rosedale Cricket Club, for 


example, were beaten by a group of resident West Indians, late in the 


season, 65 to io 3H 


Early in the season a Canadian team -so-called- played four 


matches in Philadelphia and finished with one win, one loss and two 


349 


draws. The Manitoba team was beaten in the final of the newly- 


organized Northwestern Cricket Association Championship at Chicago by 


that city's team, 97 to 30a. Also in the West, Calgary held a tourna- 


3 
ment which lasted for a week. om The international match again proved 


the superiority of the United States when the latter won by 95 runs in 


the game played at Ottawa ates 


The advantages of having a club professional became apparent to 
the Eastern clubs and,at the Toronto Cricket Club's annual meeting it 
was decided to employ Thurman Coleman of Long Clawson, Leicestershire, 
for the coming season. It was also reported that the club had 250 active 
and honorary members in 1902.3°3 This season produced a great deal of 


activity for cricket enthusiasts in the East and Maritimes. 


40m Globe and Mail, October 14, 1901. 


ib sa. Jumere? 1UL900 Ahad. Gaatembas 24 90L901. 


3497544., July.8, 1901; 


350vanitoba Free Press, August 24, 1901. 


35line Globe and Mail, April 23, 1901. 


TZ id, , September 12, 1901. 393ini4,, February 7, 1902. 
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A combined Ontario and Quebec team played the Other Provinces' 


team early in the season,>>* while an All-Halifax eleven visited Phila- 


delphia where they drew one and lost the other Pane A St. Louis team 


356 


visited Toronto where they defeated St. Albans, but lost to Parkdale 


by an innings and 28 sintered Rosedale by 13 cunetolr and the Toronto Cricket 


Club: by 11 runs.?>? 


Orillia?°? to finish their tour with a record of 3 wins and 3 losses. 


St. Louis improved to defeat both Uxbridge and 


The Church League in Toronto was very strong and in 1902 was won 


by the St. Simon's team Poe 


362 


while the Toronto Cricket Club won the City 


championship. A tournament in Winnipeg was inaugurated with teams 


from Manitoba, Minnesota, Chicago and Assiniboia taking part. Chicago 


proved too strong by winning its three games, Assiniboia was second and 


Winnipeg thirds? 2 The Canadians then defeated the United States in the 


364 


final game of this tournament by 62 runs. In the international match, 


played in Philadelphia, the United States were again too strong for the 
Canadians, and won by an innings and 104 Faunk .o82 
Lord Hawke's English cricketers, returning from New Zealand, 


passed through Canada in April, 1903, but it was too early for any matches 


to be played due to weather conditions. A new record was created by the 


35TH June 7, 1902. 428aBids, August 11, 1902. 
3367 yaad, | Adguatt 12], 19022 357i ptdey, Abgusti13, 1902. 
338i nid., August 14, 1902. 3591p1a)4. August 15, 1902. 
3601,id., August 21, 1902. 36linid., August 18, 1902. 
3021 44., September 1, 1902. 

363anitoba Free Press, July 25, 1902. 

364 365 


Ibid., July 28, 1902. Bowen, op.cit., p.1/7. 
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82 
Rosedale Club when they made 425 runs in one innings against the Royal 


Military College of Kingston. Beddowe made 158 and Baldwin 100 not out, 


while R.M.C. made 3 for 81, which resulted in a drawn game , 906 


Quebec defeated Ontario in the Inter-Provincial bees, 67 and the 


United States defeated Canada in their annual match at Toronto by 147 


rib oo* Cricket in the East was losing some of its popularity. Perhaps 


the continued poor showings of Canadian teams against the United States 


contributigtothis situation. In 1904 only one brief tour took place when 


369 


Pittsburgh visited the Toronto area late in the season and, as 


usual, the United States won the International match by 7 wickets in 


Philadelphia. 


In 1905, cricket continued its popularity, particularly in the 


West. Edmonton established a regular league with the Strathcona and Fort 


571 


Saskatchewan clubs,each team playing 14 games during the season. That 


year the Edmonton club chartered F.P. Hobson's steamer "Beaver" to take 


the team and its supporters to and from Fort Saskatchewan. >/* In Winnipeg, 


the Northwestern Cricket Association, which had been in operation since 


1896, was désbanded.>’> In its place the Provincial Association was 


formed with six teams - Winnipeg, Russell, Belmont, Minnedosa, Austin 


366,58 Globe and Mail, June 30, 1903. 


367 368 


Ibid., Avgast—-17, 1903. Bowen, loc.cit. 


369 me Globe and Mail, September 1, 1904. 


3703 owen, loc.cit. 


37lgamonton Bulletin, July 15, 1905. 


372;44d., June 8, 1905. 


seg VEY Free Press, June 13, 1905. 
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and Turtle Mountain. Winnipeg won the championship from Belmont 158 


374 375 


Ss Sige and also beat the 'Rest' by 94 runs. 


Two important events helped revive cricket's failing popularity 


in the East. The Marylebone Cricket Club arrived in August and with some 


376 eye 


very bright cricket defeated Toronto by over 300 runs, Ottawa by 50, 


while at Montreal the game was "rained-out,."'9/8 Canada was successful 
in defeating the United States easily by an innings and 29 runs at the 


Rosedale grounds in Toronto.>/? The United States team later went to 


380 


Ottawa and defeated them by two wickets. Earlier that season a 


Brooklyn team beat the Toronto club by one run, 2° but were defeated by 


an All-Toronto team by an innings. °°- 


In 1906 the West continued to progress when some of the cricket 


clubs in Alberta and Saskatchewan formed the North West Cricket League, 


with the Edmonton Malting and Brewing Company donating a valuable cup. 283 


The International game was played in Philadelphia,with the United States 


winning by 253 runs 24 The game was finished in a thunderstorm, the 


Canadians refusing to take advantage of the weather to force a draw.>°? 


erp deals ay.2 190%; Pb rian twiy18. 1905, 


376 the Globe and Mail, August 10, 1905. 


378 


377 th44., August 12, 1905. Ibid., August 15, 1905. 


3793 owen, Lee. clk. 


380 the Globe and Mail, September 4, 1905. 


382 


38linid., August 24, 1905. Ibid., August 25, 1905. 


3835 dmonton Bulletin, January 2, 1906. 
3843 owen, loc.cit. 


385 The Globe and Mail, July 11, 1906. 
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The touring English soccer team showed their versatility by de- 


386 


feating an All-Toronto cricket team by 38 runs - 158 to 115. The 


Philadelphia Pilgrims drew with Toronto’~! but were able to defeat an 


388 


Eastern Canada team at Ottawa by five wickets and later beat Montreal 


by an innings and 87 runs. 2°? 
During 1907, apart from regular competitions and the appearance 

of the odd touring team, little development took place. It was apparent 

that other sports such as baseball were having their effect on the game's 

popularity. The 1907 International match in Toronto finished with the 


390 


United States winning by 80 runs, and even the appearance of the 


English M.C.C. team produced little interest. Their game played at 

Ottawa ended in a draw.>?! 
In 1908 the Ontario Cricket Association was formed in an effort to 

revive cricket. 22 A Toronto team had a successful tour of the Eastern 


393 


United States, and the United States again defeated Canada by an 


innings and 21 runs at Philadelphia.°?4 
Winnipeg continued to develop its interest in the game and,in the 
1909 season,eleven teams were entered in the City League - Civics, 


Wanderers, Winnipeg, C.P.R., R.C.M.P., St. Judes, Yorkshire White Rose, 


Weston, St. Peters, St. Mathews and Ranger's.>?> The use of matting 


3861hid., August 21, 1906. 387ihid., August 27, 1906. 
388iid., August 29, 1906. 3891,id., August 31, 1906. 
390rnia., August 7, 1907. 391in4d., October 4, 1907. 
3927hid., June 30, 1908. 393 ibid., July 1, 1908. 
394 | 


Ibid., September 16, 1908. 


or Mant tobe Free Press, May 15, 1909. 
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85 
wickets was approved by the Toronto Church and the Mercantile Cricket 
396 
League and this helped to standardize the surface of Toronto wickets - 


some of which were poor in quality. 


Several touring teams helped brighten cricket in that dull period. 


The University of Pennsylvania defeated both the Toronto Cricket Club 
and the University beam oe while the Toronto Zingari team made a tour 
to Philadelphia in preparation for their tour the following year to 
Beetanat Canada was successful in defeating the United States in 
their International match by 143 runs at Morereetta The season was 


brought to a very successful close with the touring Irish Cricketers 


400 


playing a draw at Ottawa and defeating the All-Toronto team at Rosedale. 


In 1910 the Toronto Zingari Club became the first cricket club 


401 
team from North America to visit England. They acquitted themselves 


fairly well and finished with a record of nine wins, three losses and 


402 
four draws. Their most notbale performance was to score 400 runs in 


403 
reply to the M.C.C's. 379. No game was played in the International 


series and no evidence was found as to the reason for this occurrence. 
A very successful tournament was held at Nelson, B.C., with teams from 


404 
Nelson, Grand Forks, Proctor and Fruitvale taking part. 


396the Globe and Mail, March 31, 1909. 

39775 id.. June 24, 1909 398,44d,, July 16, 1909. 
Oa aoweab loc.cit. 

400 


The Globe and Mail, September 9, 1909. 


Ol powen., ppyeit, pps. 


403 
Oe had. po5. Ibid., p.8. 


404 dmonton Bulletin, June 27, 1910. 
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The North West Cricket Association failed to produce sufficient 
interest or competition and was replaced, in 1911, by the Western Canada 
Cricket Association. The three member provinces - Alberta, Saskatchewan and 

Manitoba also affiliated with the Canadian Cricket Association. “°° This 
action produced the Toronto Cricket Club versus Winnipeg C.P.R. match 


406 


for the Canadian Championship,which was won by Toronto. At first this 


was a challenge series but was later to develop into an East versus West 
game and, therefore, a truly championship series. 
Cricket appeared to regain its popularity,with Canada forcing a 
draw from the United States in the 1911 International game played in 
ae ag Organized leagues in the major cities reported increased 
numbers of teams competing - Halifax had eight clubs, Quebec - eight, 
Montreal - eleven, Calgary - six, Edmonton - four and Toronto and Winnipeg 
had about thirty clubs in each city, 408 
The next three years (1912-1914) were probably the most successful 
in Canada's twentieth century cricket history. The British Columbia 
Cricket Association was formed in order to select a team for the Inter- 
Provincial Championship to beheld in Calgary.It was British Columbia's first 


representation. 10? The lack of enthusiasm for cricket in British Columbia 


up to this point was described by Boam as follows: 


405 Manitoba Free Press, January 14, 1911. 


406n52-Globe and Mail, August 21, 1911. 


4073 owen, DOD, Ching Dak? « 


p08 aaa Qp.cit, ».p.467. 


409. 5am, op.cit., p.467. 
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87 
Cricket is not so popular, being purely confined to 

the English community and its biggest handicap is the 

lack of suitable playing fields... despite the use of 

cocoa-nut Ricting e10 
The Vancouver and District Cricket League was comprised of Vancouver, 
Burrard, Cedar Cottage and New Westminster teams. There were a few junior 
teams in the area and the principal competition each year was for the 
Pacific Coast Giawpionships 

Six teams challenged for the John Ross Robertson Gricket trophy, 
which was emblematic of Canadian Championship supremacy. “12 These clubs 
played off and the Winnipeg Cricket Club finally won the right to play 
the Toronto Cricket Club, the champions, but were unsuccessful in their 
challenge by 70 Cone The International series had lost favour to 
such an extent that 1912 proved to be the last time it was played, until 
1952. The game,;in 1912,was played in Philadelphia,and the United States 
won by eight wieketa. 

The Western Canada Championship tournament in Calgary was won by 
Alberta for the fifth successive year when they defeated Calgary 269 to 
oye ie The game was still developing in the West. Winnipeg not only 


had a Senior League with eight teams but two divisions in its Intermediate 


League with fourteen teams, not including junior foams” Edmonton had 


410rbid- pp.463-7 ol pida, 1p. G67 
412 ‘ : 

The Globe and Mail, April 5, 1912. 
413re ta, September 4, 1912. SL ed. Loc cit. 
ond Cole Free Press, August 10, 1912. 
416 


Ibid., July 6, 1912. 
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increased its City League from four to six teams, +7 


Two touring teams,in 1912,enhanced cricket's popularity in Canada. 
The 14th Australian team, returning from an English tour, played two 
games in Western Canada, beating Winnipeg (15 players) in a two-day 


match by 28 mie ee and later defeated British Columbia in a three-day 


419 


match by 452 runs. In the East a New York team defeated Ottawa at 


Rideau Hall grounds by an innings and 36 rung, 12° 


421 


then were beaten by an 


422 


All-Montreal team and finished their tour by defeating Quebec. 


In 1913, probably the most successful tour of any international 
team was made by A. Diamond's Australian contingent. The team played 31 


games in Vancouver, Victoria, Edmonton, Prince Albert, Calgary, Winnipeg, 


423 


Toronto, Montreal, Hamilton, Ottawa and Saskatoon, and finished with a 


424 


record of thirty wins and one draw. The Australians played their last 


game in Vancouver on September 24 and were reported to be in dire straits, 


in that they might have to work their passages home as the tour was a 


425 


financial failure. This was difficult to believe as each day's match 


played cost the home team LT ap 


417 5 amonton Bulletin, January 19, 1912. 


418 tanitoba Free Press, October 23, 1912. 


419 the Globe and Mail, October 30, 1912. 


421 


420;444., August 14, 1912. thid,, Aucust 16, Woe. 


422744d., August 19, 1912. 


423 Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.289. 


4248 owen, op. cit, gn.j13. 


425 the Globe and Mail, September 24, 1913. 


426 Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 
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In the Western Canada Inter-Provincial Cricket Championship 
played at Winnipeg, the Manitoba "A" team were the victors over Saskat- 
regener, Fresh from their victory, the Winnipeg Wanderers -formerly 
the Manitoba A team- travelled east and ten days later defeated the 


Toronto Cricket Club by seven wickets to win the J. Ross Robertson 


trophy and the Canadian Championship. ?28 


In 1914 the Western Ontario Cricket League introduced an important 


rule change. They decided to use 8-ball overs instead of the usual six!?9 


but the experiment must have been a failure as the next year they 


reverted to a 6-ball rege HBO Alberta regained their Western Canada 


431 


Championship and Winnipeg retained the J. Ross Robertson trophy by 


beating Regina -which had won the Saskatchewan Provincial Championship’? - 


by 241 runs in a three-day march oe 
For obvious reasons the First World War rapidly reduced the ranks 


of this predominantly English-Canadian sport. By April, 1915, Rosedale, 


Toronto and St. Alban$, three of Toronto's major cricket clubs, decided 


434 


not to field teams the coming season. In Winnipeg over 109 players 
from the city's 18 clubs had enlisted by the end of 915.77 This number 
427 F 
Manitoba Free Press, August 8, 1913. 
428 : 
The Globe and Mail, August 18, 1913. 
petthide. April 6, 1914. orhede April 19, 1915. 
431 vanitoba Free Press, August 10, 1914. 
432 Drake, op. .cit., psiGd. 
433 
The Globe and Mail, July 16, 1914. 
4347 bid., April 18, 1915. 
435 


Manitoba Free Press, November 20, 1915. 
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rose to over 200 by May, 1916, but, nevertheless, the city was able to 
field a seven team east 

By 1918 the sport had revived slightly, due to the repatriation 
of many of the veterans. Winnipeg increased their league to five teams 
in the A Division and six in the B Division. ?3/ The Edmonton League was 
re-started with five teens. while in Toronto's Church and Mercantile 
League, wives of the players were used as scorers owing to the shortage 
of men BY Another problem faced the returning cricketers. This was 
the loss of many of the fields to the more popular game of baseball. A 


report in The Globe indicated: 


Baseball players are taking up too much of Willowdale 
Park, according to local cricket authorities who feel 
that the "ancient game" is yp toads as much as base- 
ball by the park department. 


The only area where cricket returned to its pre-war position was 


in Winnipeg where, by 1919, their 18 clubs resumed competition.*4+ 


In 1920, the Winnipeg Wanderers captured the Provincial and Western 


Canada Championships but lost the J. Ross Robertson trophy to the Toronto 


442 Later a Cleveland team visited 


443 


Yorkshires by an inning and six runs. 


Toronto and drew 70 to 70 with the Yorkshires. The touring English 


437 


4361hid., May 11, 1916. Ibid., April 26, 1918. 


“Ah ee Bulletin, July 5, 1918. 
439 


The Globe and Mail, June 10, 1918. 
geod July 8, 1918. 
441 7 P 

Manitoba Free Press, April 23, 1919. 
442 


Ibid., August 25, 1920. 


“Pihe Globe and Mail, September 3, 1920. 
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team 'Incogniti" played one game against All-Toronto, at the University 
of Toronto grounds, The game ended in a draw. 144 
Cricket, like lacrosse, was unable to regain popularity after the 


war, but continued to be played in certain areas such as Toronto, as well 


as sections of British Columbia and the Prairies. 


Football 

By 1900 football in Canada had developed into three codes which 
were played with varying degrees of popularity and interest across the 
country. Canadian or Rugby Football was strongest in Ontario and Quebec, 
while English Rugby was dominant in British Columbia and the Maritimes. 
Association Football or Soccer was played in most areas across Canada, 
with the Prairies and Ontario being the major exponents. 

Many problems were discovered in researching this material. News- 
papers usually reported "football" scores with little or no reference 
made to the type of game or the league in which a particular game was 
played. Another source of confusion was the similarity between Rugby 
Football and English Rugby, where scores, game descriptions and even 
photographs sometimes failed to produce a distinction between them. The 
localein which the particular game was played was a factor in its identi- 
fication. However, games reported in Halifax, for example, were usually 
English Rugby, and yet Rugby Football was played at Dalhousie University. 
As a consequence extreme care had to be taken in the compilation of this 


material. 





444 obid., September 28, 1920. 
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inchs The Grey Cup for Rugby Football presented by 
Governor General Earl Grey in 1909. 





Fig. 4&4, The first Grey Cup final. University of Toronto 
vs. Parkdale Canoe Club, Rosedale Park, Toronto 
1909. Won by the University of Toronto, 
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Canadian or Rugby Football 

In 1900 Canadian Football was firmly established in Quebec and 
Ontario, as well as being played in Winnipeg and some Canadian universities. 
The Quebec Rugby Football Union (Q.R.F.U.) was formed in 1882 and the 
Canadian Rugby Union (C.R.U.) later that same year; the Ontario Rugby 
Football Union (0.R.F.U.) was organized in 1883 and the Canadian Inter- 
collegiate Rugby Football Union (C.1I.R.F.U.) in sg07a sce 

By the start of the twentieth century Canadian Championships for 
the Senior, Intermediate and Intercollegiate leagues were regular events. 
The one problem that all these unions experienced was the usage of 
different rules, and thus the difficulty in arranging challenge matches. 
Another problem was the rise of professionalism within their ranks and 
the consequent dilemma as to how to prevent this from spreading. At a 
meeting of the O.R.F.U. on February 27, 1900, it was reported, in the 
Globe, that the union had "at last awakened to the fact that profession- 
alism exists among football players and expelled Freeborn of the Granites 
and suspended Wilson and McRae."' Later that season the O.R.F.U. set up 
a special committee to check the amateur status of all players within 
their ranks. +46 Continuing their fight against professionalism the 
O.R.F.U. placed a six month's residency requirement on their players and 
discussed the possibility of affiliation with the Canadian Amateur 


Athletic Union (Cc. Seepsaspet 


oe eal Cosentino, "A History of Canadian Football 1909-1968", 
M.A. thesis, The University.of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, pp. 1-10. 


446 the Globe and Mail, September 13, 1900. 


447 thid., February 3, 1900. 
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The Q.R.F.U. decided to try and cut down on scrappy play caused 
by the 'wings'' holding and thus changed Rule 16 to read: "no player 
shall hold with his hands or arms an opponent who has not the ball, and 


when not running at or with the ball himself. He shall not charge or 


obstruct an opponent who has not the ts Ste te Earlier in the year 


the C.I.R.F.U. had rejected the Burnside rules‘?? 


1450 


mainly because of the 
"5 yards rule and interference. 
After some trouble over Toronto referees always being appointed 


451 


to officiate their matches Hamilton resigned from the O.R.F.U., but 


later decided to remain in the Union for that cabaceware The 1900 season 
was finally brought to a successful conclusion. Ottawa City (which had 
lost two players early in the season when one broke his collarbone and 
the other his leg at practice) defeated Brockville 17-10 to win the 
Senior Championship. London beat McGill II, 14-5, in the Canadian Inter- 
mediate Peenuignships o- Queen's University won the Intercollegiate or, 
as it was often called, the Junior Canadian Championship, and Queen's II 
won the Intermediate Intercollegiate Championship. *22 
The Boer War had weakened many of the teams in 1900. Reports from 


the United States that four players had died that season, that four were 


still in critical condition and 129 had been taken from the fields to 


“48 tpid., September 25, 1900 

449 these rules will be fully discussed in the following section. 
+50 me Globe and Mail, January 22, 1900. 

451ibid., October 24, 1900. 4521hid., October 31, 1900. 

453 


Spalding Athletic Library, Official Football Guide 1911, Vol. I, 
No.8. (Montreal: Canadian Sports Publishing Company, 1911), pp. 11-12. 


aoa Globe and Mail, November 12, 1900. 
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455 


hospital, influenced the game. The Oswego County Teachers' Association, 


in 1900, denounced the game as "brutal and dangerous" and prohibited it 


456 


in schools and colleges. This allegation may have been true, but 


equipment was constantly being improved and developed in order to protect 
the players. An article in The Globe described the situation in the 
United States and this certainly applied to Canadian equipment: 


Each year produces new devices to render football less 
dangerous to the players of the American game. Beginning 
with padded trousers and canvas jackets a dozen years ago, 
different articles have been added until now he needs a 
leather helmet, rubber nose mask, leather shoulder pieces, 
padded shoulders and elbows, wrist guards, stomach pro- 
tector, padded trousers, shin guards, elastic anklets, 
padded ankle pieces on his shoes. Now some of the big 
university teams are protesting against the use of this 
armour on the grounds that they are liable to injure a 
player tackling the wearer of all these devices ,457 


University football in the United States, in 1900, was extremely 
popular and at a Yale-Harvard game in New Haven, Connecticut, several 
enthusiasts who could not get tickets chartered a balloon in order to see 
the ptay it28 Enthusiasm in Canada did not reach this level but the 
universities played a large part in developing the game. Even in areas 
where another code was in ascendance it was usually the universities 
which first played Canadian football. On November 15, 1900, in 
Fredericton, the University of New Brunswick played the Normal School in 


the morning on the gridiron, and Dalhousie College played Fredericton 


Club in the afternoon. >? A regular competition was started in 1901 in 


4367hid.. December 13, 1900. 


455 1bid., December 5, 1900. 


457 tbid., November 6, 1900. 


meh Globe and Mail, November 20, 1900. 


459 me Reporter and Fredericton Advocate, November 11, 1900. 

















_ 
3 
bw 
id 

¥ 
« 
4 
3 
> 
3 
| 
) 
: 
5 
» 
: 
fu 


; 2A ‘sterisss? vImieD ogswad SAT -Smep Srila besaseliat 


didovq bne "Bue tsednS ber: [sg.uerd” #. Sm6g oa beodondb ,000F ok 


aa + Dindiien 
-tegefioo baa eloodoe ak 


. = 
a= ae 


; ' : . er _.] 
tj a wien ; 1 ; & 
od : 2 : a By 1.6 idyT 


Bi ie q ; yTO Py eye pals 4 ’ wa be 4 “= + iy & 
; iol svsb Sos bevouwqms gitsd ylyastanos sew Insmqlup 


y 
- 


ies ad - a i ei! = Peas 
rp : i D sdoib sar at sioljta nA -eteysig ai: 


~ 


DInsnqivnps ned ) ot Satiqqs vimtaites etd) bos #95922" bsdigt 


. 7 o0 asoubotq tasy dosed 
998 14 id 2 sybi¢ si3 01 auorsgaab 
uJ f. sévds9 DnB eisesoys bebbsq dt iw 
fs bebbs esd avad eefotzis anatsttib. _ - 
M783: ,#26m ston zsiduz .jamlad 1zsdisef “7 


we teltw .ewodls bas e1obiuore babbsq - 
‘=o ,abTSUg Alte .etsevort bebbaq .103983 
© smoe wo .esone etd mo assetq ofdns ‘bebbeq a 
jo a! 26 onttesso7q 476° ames vj lereviny ik 
aids ‘Te yYSti Jedd absauoxp edi ao wonrs 
iveb seery ifs 16 1sigsw six gntloloss lad atl A 






7 . 








. sJ5aU sAd af Iiedioot yorerovingy 
Pd 
i 83 bisvrieH-sIsY 5 ja bas x4 
b219I1609 &394983 Jop-ton BSlyasa ofw ateeias Ad 


au 7 


3 vol @:0) noset jon bib sbansD ai mésleudiad al alg > 


o- 7 
sveb ni 3taq spisl 8 beysiq ssl3lexsvias 
‘£ mT . oF a . j J 

SV If +) 4 Bis BL isBny 32 Ss5rebne sh Aart ew sbo5 tedjons 19m 
Tans 


at ,00@! .@! redmavo nO . I lad3d0% astbeasd boyslq peta 
abs! 





at Looe IserroK 913 beyslq Jotwanw1l woh Yo Wterev te: ot Te 
; h me 

A ri 7 

abort hsyslq sgsilod stevodiad bos , M07: aia ‘odo Lil b fr rom ¢ . 

at ‘ie , ce 7 ao nal oa ee wm i c ‘eae | 

: } 4 - : wo wy Sf — » IO bons - Sa. at dk 


S 
~ 


- 






95 


that city, with the St. John Y.M.C.A, entering a team, +60 


Around this period innovations such as the use of electric light 
to hold evening practices were being introduced. 161 The old game of 
fifteen aside, in which the ball was tapped back with the foot in order 


to start the play and no forward passes were allowed, only lateral passes, 


was being replaced by a more modern form in 1901. The Mulock Cup games. +4 


at the University of Toronto, used the revolutionary Burnside rules. 13 


The Senior League Champions, Ottawa University, received an 


invitation to France to play their top team, but had to refuse because of 


464 


rule differences. The University of Toronto won the Intercollegiate 


Championship from Queen's University, which had a New Zealand Maori named 


Mikeara playing for them, Mikeara was attending Queen's Medical College 


and it was reported that he tackled ete toe 


The Winnipeg Rugby Club, in 1900 and 1901, were the champions of 


the Manitoba Rugby Football Association (M.R.F.A.) as well as the North 


466 


West Territories. The Rowing Club was admitted into the Manitoba 


league the following year, making three teams (the University of Manitoba 


67 


was the other). " In 1902 the Burnside rules were being discussed 


peer etd. October 30, 1901. 


"Otmhe Globe and Mail, November 7, 1900. 


46276 Mulock Cup was the Rugby Trophy for inter-mural champions 
at the University of Toronto. 


403 the Globe and Mail, November 8, 1901. 
‘bie  ctune! 13, abl. 4O5tbid,, October 5, 1901. 


466vanitoba Free Press, July 23, 1902. 


4671 hid., September 11, 1902. 
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wherever the game was played. Dr. McCurdy, Honorary President of the 
"Varsity'' Rugby Club, said ''they were in favour of the Burnside rules, 


but not of their immediate adoption because of the radical changes 


Sacre adultes The O.R.F.U. decided, at the end of the 1902 season, to 


adopt these new rules, while both the Q.R.F.U. and C.R.U. rejected them, 


but reduced their teams to fourteen players by removing the "wing-man "469 


The Burnside rules produced the following changes: 


Reduction of teams from 14 to 12 men. 

Adoption of the snapback system. 

Offensive team required to make 10 yards on 3 downs. 

Offensive team to have 6 men on the line of scrimmage. 

The quarterback on receiving the ball from the snap- 

back can buck the line. 

6. All goals from the field whether by placement, drop 
kick, free kick from penalty or mark count 2 points. 

7. On all kicks opponents to stay 10 yards from the 
kicker. 

8. Throw-in from touch abolished and ball to be brought 

out at right angles to touch line. 


WO PWwWN re 


The adoption of these rules, by the O.R.F.U., changed their game 
to such an extent that play-offs between the two provincial unions and 
the intercollegiate league was impossible. The Canadian Championships 


were not successfully held again until 1905, when the C.R.U. adopted the 


Burnside malescet x 


In 1903 the Intercollegiate Union followed the lead of the C.R.U. 


472 


and decided not to use the Burnside rules. The West proved to be more 


progressive and the newly organized Western Canada Rugby Association, 


468nhe Globe and Mail, January 29, 1902. 


469cosentino, op.cit., p.8. 


470vinutes of the Annual Meeting of the C.R.U., January 14, 1905. 
471 cosentino, LOG CLE, 


472che Globe and Mail, February 14, 1903. 
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97 
consisting of the Winnipegs, Bankers and Brokers, and the Garrisons, 
voted to play under these new rules. */3 

The University of Toronto won the Intercollegiate Championship in 
1903/4 and were challenged by the Q.R.F.U. champions, Ottawa, to play 
for the Canadian title. The game did not take place because Ottawa 
finally refused to play, as Varsity waited too long to return its 
Briere fi 

1904 produced no changes in the football situation. The following 
year the C.I.R.F.U. once again affiliated with the national body (C.R.U.) 
and, at their annual meeting in January, 1905, the Canadian Rugby Union 
decided to play half the final games under Quebec rules and half with 
Ontario rules. This required two sets of officials and two different 
styles of pray ilo 

In the resulting games the University of Toronto won the Canadian 
Intercollegiate, the Ontario Championship and later defeated Ottawa, 
11-9, to win the Senior Championship of canadret! 4 This game between 
"Varsity'' and the Ottawa Rough Riders was played at the University of 
Toronto's ground before 6,000 people, and this was reported as being the 

478 


largest football crowd in Canada up to this time. During this period 


it was not uncommon for the police to take action against unnecessary 


473 Manitoba Free Press, September 10, 1903. 


474 tonton Bulletin, November 11, 1909. 


4750ne Globe and Mail, November 27, 1903. 
476vinutes of the Annual Meeting of the C.R.U., January 14, 1905. 
477 


Spalding Athletic Library, loc.cit. 


478 the Globe and Mail, November 27, 1905. 
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rough play. Lafleur, of the Ottawa Rough Riders, kicked a player and 
was summonsed to appear in court for "wanton brutality". He was found 
guilty, fined $10 plus costs and reported to the Quebec Uaton. 7? In 
the West, the Winnipeg Rowing Club captured the senior provincial 
chenpeenetiids 

In an attempt to solve the rules problem, the C.R.U., at their 
annual meeting in 1906, adopted the Intercollegiate rules, which abolished 


the throw in and introduced the one yard scrimmage rule, +81 


Antagonism 
to these rules must have been considerable because, at the end of that 
season, the C.R.U. reverted to a set of rules which closely resembled the 
old Wrecw 

This action did not satisfy some of the teams and a new organization, 
the Interprovincial Rugby Union (I.R.U.), with Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto 


and Hamilton, was formed, +83 


These four teams comprised the strongest two 
out of the Ontario and Quebec Unions. This considerably weakened the two 
older organizations to a point where they offered little opposition in 
the Canadian Championship. This was obvious when Montreal defeated 
Peterborough (0.R.F.U.) 77-6 to win the senior title. *°* 


The Interprovincial Union did not complicate the rules situation 


because they adopted the C.R.U. rules. Their inclusion necessitated playing 


479 1414., October 14491905. 
480 cnttoba Free Press, November 11, 1905. 
*8l ine Globe and Mail, January 15, 1906. 
4820 osentino, opett.: p.9. 
483 ’ 

The Globe and Mail, September 16, 1907. 
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| a Smirle Lawson (with ball) was the first Canadian 
athlete to earn the title "Big Train". Playing 


for the University of Toronto against McGill in 
1907. 








Fig, 6. An Edmonton Rugby player in 1913 wearing a one 
piece canvas uniform, 
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semi-finals and finals. In 1908 the first Junior Canadian Championship 
was played and Parkdale Canoe Club (1.R.U.) defeated Lindsay, 22-0. The 
Interprovincial Union also won the Senior and Intermediate titles that 
Bausbartée Eight thousand people watched the senior final between 
Hamilton and the University of Toronto, and paid as much as $5 for a 
reserved seat. Twenty-six policemen (two mounted) were detailed to keep 
the Rosedale field clear of wayward spectators. After a very exciting 
game, Hamilton finally won, 21-1724°9 

The Western game, excluding Winnipeg and district, continued to 
increase in popularity,but the mode of competition was still the challenge 
match. These challenge games were becoming more regular and numerous as 
new teams evolved, but isolation was still the major factor preventing 
regular leagues from forming. 

Earl Grey, the Governor-General of Canada, in 1909 presented the 
now famous Grey Cup for the "purely amateur" football champions of 
aaa, to The University of Toronto was the first recipient of this new 
eanye and in doing so started a period of university dominance. 
From 1909 to 1924 the Grey Cup was won only four times by non-university 
teams. 

Rugby Football was changing during this period. Possession of the 
ball was becoming more important and the newspapers started to report the ganes 


4857 B 4d, 


48676 Globe and Mail, November 30, 1908. 


4877h4d., June 1, 1909. 


Pee aiding Athletic Library, loc.cit. 


OF at aetaty and Howell, op.cit., p.197-8. 
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100 
in greater detail. In 1910, two of Canada's best known track athletes 


were attracted to the game. Bobby Kerr tried for a place on the Hamilton 


490 


Tigers halfback line and Frank Lukeman decided to play for the Ottawa 


491 Moreover, the high schools in Toronto started a league 


492 


Rough Riders. 

which proved to be very successful. 
Rugby was now attracting big sporting names and was becoming big 

business. The final for the Senior title, in which the University of 


Toronto defeated Hamilton 16-7, was played before 12,000 spectators who 


3 


493 
paid $9,500. In Winnipeg a set of rules was introduced by the M.R.F.A, 


in preparation for the formation of the Western Canada Rugby Football 


Union (W.C.R.F.U.) in r9tte ae These rules included: 


1. Removal of five yard restriction, either side of 

center, for the quarterback in running. 

Seven men on the line of scrimmage. 

Absolute prohibition of the flying tackle. 

Four periods of play instead of two halves. 

Adoption of a stringent rule against pushing or 

pulling the player running with ball, with a 

limitation in the use of hands by his team-mates, as 

now applies to opponents. 

6. Modification of the onside kick, providing for the 
ball to go at least 20 yards beyond the line of 
scrimmage before the attacking players are onside. 


Wm Wh 


495 


Up to the start of the First World War several features of Canadian 
Football became evident. Rule standardization problems and advancing 


professionalism prevented unity in the East, while the West was making 


490 


The Globe and Mail, August 31, 1910. 
“9linid., October 3, 1910. O74G0td > Bantamber 16.1910. 


4931bid,, November 28, 1910. 


bid Te Allan, Grey Cup Cavalcade, (Winnipeg: Harlequin Books, 
1959), pobl. 
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Manitoba Free Press, July 2, 1910. 
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101 
steady progress. Evidence of this progress was the organization of the 
W.C.R.F.U. in Regina on October 21, 1911, when the Hugo Ross Cup was 
donated by a prominent Winnipeg rugby copied ian The Calgary Tigers 
were Champions of the newly-formed Alberta Big-Four League, which con- 
sisted of the Edmonton Y.M.C.A. and Eskimos, the Calgary Tigers and 
Rough Riders. They played for a new trophy called the Belanger Chie 
The Winnipeg Rowing Club were the Manitoba Ties as and they played 
the Calgary Tigers for the Hugo Ross Cup, which was won by the Alberta 
team, 13-6, in Celware oo 

The University of Toronto were again Canadian Senior Champions in 
1911, defeating the Toronto Argonauts 14-7, before 16,000 spectators ..09 
The Calgary Tigers immediately requested a match with the "Varsity" team 
for the Dominion Championship. President W.J. Slee of the C.R.U. sent 
the following reply: 
To be eligible for the Canadian Championship series 
a union must enter at the annual meeting of the C.R.U. 
The annual meeting was held last January which precludes 
any possibility of Calgary getting a game this season. 
With respect to this situation, Allan advanced the following 
criticism: 
The C.R.U., of course, might have stretched a point in 
Calgary's favor, thereby establishing friendly East/West 
relations at the beginning. Instead, it chose to put the 
western upstarts in their place, and hide behind a techni- 


cality, although it had not hesitated to accept the payment 
of. their dues. 


ied LETT Bulletin, October 21, 1911. 

oe ata. November 6, 1911. sss EGET loc .cit. 
ao tani toba Free Press, November 20, 1911. 
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The Globe and Mail, November 27, 1911. 


pap 46 op.cit., p.12. 
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On this rancorous note, diplomatic relations were 
broken off. The West did not get around to issuing 
another challenge until 1921 when Deacon White's Eskimos 
were unsuccessful against the Toronto Argonauts. 


An innovation was announced for the 1911 final game for the Eastern 
Senior title when it was stated that in the event of a snowstorm the field 
at University Stadium would be covered with straw and then removed before 
the pang on Another development occurred in 1912 with the advent of the 
professional coach. Until then "the coach was merely a figurehead - 
usually an interested party who had some knowledge of the game and of how 


to conduct a pene tet 904 


In fact it was illegal for the coach to give 
instructions during the game. The advent of "Shag'’ Shaughnessy at McGill 
University changed this, and soon the professional coach spread across 
Canada - for example, Fred Ritter at Regina and "Deacon" White at 
Edmonton. 

Regina entered the W.C.R.F.U. and carried their now famous red and 


black colours to victory in their first??? 


506 


year, beating the Winnipeg 


Rowing Club 5-0, to win the Hugo Ross Memorial Cup. The term 'Memorial" 


had been added tothe cup because Mr.Ross losthis ifewhen the Titanic sunk in 


507 
1912. In Alberta, Mount Royal College of Calgary won the Junior 


508 
ie. Mr. C.H. Belanger, President of the W.C.R.F.U., also announced 


an official break with the C.R.U. in this oe Peay 


502 


Ibid. 
503 ; 

The Globe and Mail, November 23, 1911. 
a rene tea op.cit., p.3/. oo? Drala Me ,CLt., pals. 
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Manitoba Free Press, November 11, 1912. 
507nid,, April 22, 1912. 
OP raent en Bulletin, November 11, 1912. 
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Ibid., January 20, 1913. 
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In the East, the Ottawa Rough Riders "broke the colour bar" when 


they substituted Gordon Simpson, a negro athlete, for an injured 


player 10 The Carlisle Indian team, with Jim Thorpe playing for then, 
thrashed a ''Varsity' Old Boys team a while Hamilton clubs captured 
the three Canadian Chinpionships -- In 1913, the battle over the rules 


513 


still continued while Regina and Hamilton Tigers? 14 both retained the 


Western and Canadian Senior titles, respectively. 
The War in 1914 quickly depleted the teams across the country, and 


the various leagues either failed to complete their season or did so with 


aL 


weakened teams. Regina retained the Hugo Ross Memorial Cup while 


Toronto Argonauts defeated the University of Toronto for the Grey Cup.> 16 


Mr. E.H. Mackay, Manager of the Hamilton Rowing Club, made an interesting 


prediction at the end of the 1914 season when he said "the American 


forward pass would help the Canadian game" ,>17 


In 1915, the Intercollegiate Union suspended its operation for the 


518 


duration of the war, as did the Alberta Rugby Football Union, which 


then donated $50 to the war effort funds.>29 The Ontario, Interprovincial 


and Western Canada Unions suspended operations in 1916 until after the 


310 the Globe and Mail, October 4, 1912. 


S1linid., October 29, 1912. eT bidu yi Decanber saat Stan 


313Manitoba Free Press, November 17, 1913. 


5140he Globe and Mail, December 1, 1913. 


15prake, op.cit., p.163. 


916the Globe and Mail, December 7, 1913. 
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Ibid., October 22, 1914. Cosentino, op.cit., p.54. 


3197 dmonton Bulletin, November 8, 1915. 
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104 
war, and the Grey Cup was not competed for again until 1920, Football 
continued, but it was the soldiers who played in the Patriotic Leagues. 
In these, amateurs and professionals played in "open" Bommaeerion. °° 

After the war the West experimented with new rules such as the 
snapback from the centre to the quarterback, as well as using twelve 
players a-side. These changes were used in the Alberta League of 1919, 
which consisted of the Edmonton Canucks, The University of Alberta, 
Calgary Tigers and Canucks, and were found to be very piccdeaeeni. 

These new rules were then adopted by the W.C.R.F.U. for their 1920 ea 

The East were not so fortunate and the problem of different rules 
in the various unions again could not be solved, The O.R.F.U. champions 
of 1919, McGill University, and the Interprovincial champions, the 
Montreal A.A.A,, could not decide on which rules to use for the Canadian 
Championship that Shree In 1920 the four major unions in the East 
were all playing under their own rules. It was a major achievement that 
the C.R.U. could bring these unions together and produce a winner for the 
Grey Cup, with the University of Toronto defeating the Toronto Argonauts 
peas 


It was obvious to all concerned with the game that this situation 


could not continue, In January, 1921, the C.R.U. set up committees to 
revise all the rules, Two other events were of importance - the Earl Gry 
320 osentiono, OD, Guam) Sa, 
521 


Edmonton Bulletin, September 25, 1919. 


22 
Manitoba Free Press, November 8, 1920. 


323 0he Globe and Mail, November 17, 1919. 
524 


Ibid., December 6, 1920. 
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Fig... .5. The University of Toronto Rugby Team, 1920. 
Intercollegiate and Dominion Champions. 
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Cup was placed under the trusteeship of the C.R.U. and the Western 
Canada Rugby Football Union was accepted back into the C.R.U. as a full 
member. Thereafter it would send its champions to compete for the 
Canadian Champlonship.>-> 
By 1920 the Prairie Provinces had made great advances in the 
game, while Ontario and Quebec had done little more than "mark time" 
because of their lack of agreement with respect to the rules. In the 
Maritimes the game ceased to be played except at a few universities, 
where lack of competition and enthusiasm kept the game at a very low 


level. In British Columbia the supremacy of English Rugby was still not 


challenged by football up to this period. 


Association Football or Soccer 

At the beginning of the twentieth century Association Football 
was played across Canada, with competition at all levels, from and 
including national championships to international tours. In the East 
the game was very well organized, with Provincial Associations already 
established. In the Maritimes it was chiefly a high school and 


526 


university sport. Scotsmen and Englishmen brought the game to the 


West with the construction of the railroad, and by 1900 the game was 


527 


played extensively on the Prairies and in British Columbia. Overall, 


the sport was controlled by the Dominion Football Association, which had 
528 
been formed in 1878. 


School competition, in 1900, became a popular feature of the 





educational system in the larger cities. In Toronto the Public Schools' 
525cosentino, op.cit., p.64. 526¢ox, op.cit., p.113. 
527 


Mather, op.cit., p.145. 3286 ox, op Jeit.yops. lil. 
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Association Football Committee met in the office of Inspector J.L. 
Hughes and drew up a schedule for the fall, with eight senior and four- 
teen junior teams entered for competition. >-” Ryerson School eventually 
won the senior and Dufferin School the junior championship. 2 A foot- 
ball league was also formed in Winnipeg, with all the schools entering a 
2,,6754 

The Ontario College of Pharmacy team won the Ontario Inter- 
collegiate Championship but, unlike Canadian Football, the universities 
played a minor role in Seeeevtene The real interest in the game was in 
the provincial organizations. The Ontario East Division champions, Gore 
Vale, played the West Division champions, Berlin Rangers, for the 
Caledonian Cup,which was emblematic of the Canadian Championships. Their 
first game ended in a 0-0 tee but two weeks later the Rangers proved 
their superiority by winning 4-1. This extended their run of Canadian 
Championships to the fifth successive petet es 

Gore Vale, later that season, made a successful trip south, de- 


feating Detroit 4-3 at Bennet eahaeee 


536 


and four days later beat a St. 
Louis C.B.C, team,2-1. 
A meeting of the Varsity Association Football Club produced the 


introduction of the following new Dyment rules: 


29 he Globe and Mail, October 9, 1900. 


301K ids December 6, 1900. 


aa rE Free Press, September 20, 1900. 


332the Globe and Mail, January 27, 1900. 
5331hid,, July 2, 1900. Pserbid,, July 17, 1900. 
535 536 


Ibid., November 30, 1900. Ibid,, December 4, 1900. 
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1. The posts will be extended to 10 feet above the 
crossbar. 
2. Lines will be drawn back from the posts 24 feet, thus 
making a square 24 feet by 24 feet behind the goal. 
3. Any ball going over the crossbar and landing in this 
area will be 1 point, normal goal 4 points. 
4. The goal keeper alone shall defend the area and cannot 
be charged while playing the ball.537 
The club decided to adopt certain of these rules and club members were 
to ascertain the opinions of other players in the province. Obviously 
these opinions were not very favourable, as the rules were not mentioned 
again in later seasons. 

Few provinces were as advanced as Ontario, and in many instances, 
in other areas, the challenge match was still the only form of competition. 
In Edmonton contests such as those between the fat and thin men or the 
town versus the firemen were examples of this level of deyelopment.’”© 

Soccer, like most team games requiring large fields on which to 
play, experienced difficulty in acquiring sufficient grounds, and this 
applied especially in the larger cities. The Globe cited the two main 
problems connected with Association Football as "a lack of suitable 
grounds and a governing body or executive to look after the game.” >" This 
statement, although not technically true, influenced the formation of the 
Ontario Association Football League in 1901. At its first annual meeting, 
in 1902, this league decided to affiliate with the Canadian Amateur 


Athletic rd pte 





337 hid... January 25,. 1900, 

2385 amonton Bulletin, June 1; June 29; and August 24, 1900. 
939m Globe and Mail, March 22, 1901. 
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Ibid., April 3, 1902. 
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The standard of play in the West increased rapidly and, late in 
the 1902 season, the touring Winnipeg Shamrocks played a 1-1 tie with 
the Berlin Rangers in Berlin.>+! 

1903 was the beginning of perhaps one of the greatest performances 
in the history of Canadian Soccer. In this year the Galt team, which 
were Ontario champions, made an extensive tour of the Prairies. In 
Manitoba they played and won all of their fourteen mabohesa’ ne The 
following year, as Canadian Champions, they were chosen to take part in 
the Third Olympic Games in St. Louis. After playing many fine games the 
Galt Soccer team became the 1904 Olympic @bampions’ 2 

In 1903 Regina organized a league comprised of teams from the 
Barracks (North West Mounted Police), the Industrial School, Normal School, 
High Schools and the Bitoe ae The game was popular among the Indians 
and,in 1905,a team from the Calgary Indian Industrial School entered the 
City competition.>+> Many of the Indian reserves on the Prairies had 
teams which played in city leagues or in regular challenge marches. For 
example, St. Paul's School on the Blood Reserve, in 1911, had an excellent 

546 


team. 


Soccer in the West continued to expand and, by 1905, Winnipeg had 


S4lipid,, July 4, 1902. 


soe ent eoba Free Press, July 24, 1903. 


943 the Globe and Mail, November 18, 1904. 


s44Resina Standard, Regina, August 15, 1903. 


345¢1enbow Albert Institute, photo number, NA-3-1l. 


546,074. photo number, NA-1330-1, 
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nine senior teams playing in two Hit eet pa Inter-collegiate soccer 
was becoming more popular in the East, and the University of Toronto 

were the champions in 1905. A touring English Soccer team - the Pilgrims - 
played several games in Canada that season, defeating a Montreal and 


District team as well as Niagara Falls, while tying with Galt, the 


Canadian Champions, 2-2, and losing 2-1 to the Berlin Reneexe aie 


In 1906 another English team - Corinthians - toured Eastern Canada 


549 


and won their games except for a draw with the Seaforth team. In 


order to prove their all-round superiority the Corinthians defeated an 


All-Toronto team in a cricket match by 38 manye’ In the Canadian 


Championships the Toronto Thistles defeated Seaforth, 3-1, to become the 
new title holders.>>+ 

The West continued to progress and the Provincial champions of 
Alberta - the Calgary team - became the Western Canadian Champions by 


2 
defeating Manitoba ae Another aspect of Western soccer was the 


prohibition of Sunday games by the Western Canada Football Mi euiastous 
The Edmonton Bulletin reported, in 1907 that, out of the 465 clubs 
affiliated with the C,A.A.U., only 203 were Association Football clubs. 


Of these, the Ontario Football League had 86 and the Manitoba Football 


had 50 teams .->4 Each major city in the West had city leagues. Edmonton, 
547 F : 
Manitoba Free Press, April 14, 1905. 
Yarn. Globe and Mail, September 11 to September 18, 1905. 


230ibid., August 21, 1906. 


549tbid., August 23, 1906. 


55linid., October 19, 1906. 


Sr amonton Bulletin, September 28, 1906. 


993 the Globe and Mail, October 19, 1906. 


Cate ion Con Bulletin, May 2, 1907. 
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for example, started a city league in that season with four teams .--> 


The Alberta Football Association held its second annual meeting and the 
province was divided into districts with play-offs to determine the 
Provincial Champions - in that season Lloydminster defeated Olds, 2-0, 
to gain the title.°° 
The People's Shield was first presented in 1906 at the Winnipeg 
Tournament. It was cited as being emblematic of the Dominion Champion- 
aD Calgary Caledonians captured the coveted trophy in that first 


nae The Shield was presented by the People's 


year and again in 1907. 
newspaper of England. The East still held their Canadian Championship 
series and, in 1907, Caledonian East defeated the Toronto Thistles to 
take the efrieo? 

Touring teams were still regular features and, in 1907, the Pan- 
Americans of Fall River, ban, gn h° and a Brussels deter ht visited Eastern 
Canada. In 1908 the East appeared to be losing ground in its battle to 
retain the premier Canadian competition. The People's Shield gained in 


popularity and, in 1907, the Calgary Caledonians accepted a challenge 


from the Pacific Coast Champions, Ladysmith, travelled to Vancouver and 


562 





defeated the home team, 2-1, before 2,000 spectators, Regina increased 
its city league to six teams??? while Edmonton now had ten teams in two 
divisions.°°" 

°>5tbid., April 8, 1907. 996s nid., October 5, 1907. 

420: imonton Bulletin, April 22, 1907. 

598inid., July 22, 1907. 559 pull, op.cit., p.446, 

960me Globe and Mail, May 27, 1907. 

56linia., July 8, 1907. 7627 bid., May 4, 1908. 

564 


563prake, op.cit., p.14l. Edmonton Bulletin, May 20, 1908. 
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The Central Alberta Football Association, in an effort to replace 


the People's Shield competition, circulated letters to over thirty clubs 


requesting them to participate in a tournament for the Bennett trophy.>°> 


This venture met with little success and the People's Shield continued 
to dominate Canadian Soccer. 


In 1909 a California soccer team visited Vancouver and defeated 


the home To bean In 1910 the Manitoba Football Association introduced 


the Porte-Markle Shield for the Provincial Championship and in the first 
year the Winnipeg Britannia's were Cisterius The People's Shield 
received nation-wide recognition when a Canadian Soccer tournament was 
held in Toronto, and the Calgary Hillhursts defeated Hamilton 3-2 in 


overtime in the second match, the first being drawn. The People's Shield 


568 


was presented to the winners and was truly for the Canadian Championship. 


In 1910 the Canadian Inter-collegiate Association Football Union 


was officially orekateedie 7 With its rapid growth and popularity and 


its lack of Dominion-wide leadership soccer came under the protective 
eyes of the A,A.U.of C. In his "President's Address", James G. Merrick 
said "it seems time that some effort should be made to unite in a 


national organization the various clubs, leagues and districts playing 


Association Football in different parts of Oanadauen : 


S65 751d. , March 23, 1908, 


766 rhe Globe and Mail, April 8, 1909. 


367Manitoba Free Press, November 18, 1918. 


568the Globe and Mail, September 13, 1910. 


76% owe LL and Howell, loc.cit. 


5704inutes of the 1910 Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.7. 
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Another problem which tends to appear as sports become popular 
now confronted soccer - the advent of professionalism. Mr. D.O'Sullivan, 
President of the British Columbia A.A.U., gave the following report: 


In Vancouver the old Senior players are considered 
practically professionals, while the old Second Division 
players have broken away from the Seniors and are now 
styling themselves the "Senior Amateur Soccer League", 
and. are playing strictly amateur soccer.... In Victoria 
the entire question has been thoroughly ventilated and a 
great measure of misunderstanding removed. All the 
teams are individually affiliated with the Union and the 
Victoria City and District_League has requested a sanction 
for this year's schedule. 


The situation concerning professional or semi-professional soccer 
obviously reached Winnipeg, as an article in the Free Press indicated 
that 'Winnipeg has no desire for professional football" .-/ 


By 1910 New Westminster reported five First Division teams and 


eight Second Division.” In Vancouver there were two amateur leagues, 


the Senior, with four teams, and the Junior, with eight. These teams 


played for the Iroquois Cup, which in 1911 was won by the British Columbia 


Electric Railway Football Cun The South Vancouver League, at this 


time, had five teams which played for the Glover Cup. 


The People's Shield, in 1910, was held jointly by Celtics of 


Vancouver and the Calgary Hu huesee ee A British Columbia Professional 


League was formed and was composed of teams from Vancouver, Victoria and 


577 


Cumberland, as well as two from Nanaimo. However, the league only 





S/lipid., p.38. 


*J2Manitoba Free Press, April 2, 1910. 

>73yather, loc.cit. 37 sam, op.cit., p.466. 
5751nid., p.467. 976th id. 
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lasted for one year. 
In 1911 the famous Corinthian Football Team of England toured 


Canada and Toronto's Lieutenant-Governor Gibson offered gold medals to 


the first Canadian team to beat then He was only to wait four days, 


as an All-Toronto team defeated them co id The Corinthians played in 


towns across Canada from Quebec to Vancouver. They won the remainder of 


’ ; 580 
their games except for one draw against a British Columbia team. 


Despite their many wins the Corinthians were impressed by the Canadian 
standard of play. 
With the type of publicity resulting from such festivities, the 


game continued to increase in popularity. In Toronto a local Jewish 


581 


team - Judeans - won the city championship. Edmonton reported seven 


senior, eight intermediate and many junior teams in the 1911 deahothe?? 


1912 was an exciting year for Canadian soccer. It witnessed the 
formation of the Dominion of Canada Football Association, with Fred 
Baxter of Montreal the first President.» Its patron was the Duke of 
Connaught, who donated a Cup for annual competition between teams from 
the Provincial Associations.2°4 The final People's Shield competition 


was won by Fort William C,P.R. team when they defeated Lethbridge gage? 


Bettie Globe and Mail, August 4, 1911. 

ieee pe August 8, 1911. 

as  itnuted of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.19. 
581 


The Globe and Mail, December 4, 1911. 


5825 amonton Bulletin, May 13, 1911. 


>83 ranitoba Free Press, June 12, 1912. 


She Globe and Mail, June 12, 1912. 


>85Manitoba Free Press, July 22, 1912. 
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A new professional league was formed in the East in 1912 when 


; out 586 
Montreal organized a four team competition. The four teams were 


Ottawa, Toronto, Hamilton and Montreal.>°/ 


The Connaught Cup was first 
played for in 1913, and Winnipeg's Norwood Wanderers defeated Quebec's 
Lachine 3-0 at Fort William, Ontario, in the first aeeuie Their final 
game was a 2-2 draw against the Fort William C.P.R. team, which had been 
previously defeated. Thus the West continued its superiority in 
Association Posthalie 

Another innovation in this period was the formation of ethnic 
teams comprised of players from such countries as England, Ireland and 
Scotland playing in International Leagues. This form of competition was 
popular in Toronto and Winnipeg. The Dominion Football Association, when 
it was formed, wished to affiliate with the A.A.U.of C. as well as the 
International Federation. This caused a problem because the I.F.A. in- 
sisted that the D.F.A. control all soccer, amateur and professional, 
before it could be admitted. At the 1913 annual meeting of the A.A.U.of C. 
the D.F.A, put forward their demands which had to be conceded them before 
they would affiliate with the amateur body. They wished: 

1. The mixing of amateurs and professionals. 

2. To be able to reinstate professionals. 

3. The government of professionals.°90 


This request was denied and the proposed affiliation did not take place. 


Professionalism was receiving much attention and, at the same 





586ne Globe and Mail, August 29, 1912. 


> OOeeat tobe Free Press, March 17, 1913. 


ehatch ts te September 8, 1913. 


Ooi |. September 3, 1913. 


590vinutes of the 1913 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.20. 
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meeting, the Maritimes' representative stated that none of the teams in 
Nova Scotia would be allowed to affiliate with the D.F.A. (if they 


affiliated with the International Federation) and that all of the players 


591 


on the teams were bona fide amateurs. By 1914 most of the Provincial 


Associations had affiliated with the D.F.A. The professional situation 
became even more acute when the Professional League collapsed and the 
D.F.A., at one meeting, reinstated 25 ex-professionals.-9- 
As a consequence of the war many new faces appeared in the final 
games of the 1914 season. Winnipeg continued its dominance in the 
Connaught Cup when, in 1915, their Scottish team defeated Toronto's 


395 


Lancashires, 6-1, before 5,000 spectators at Toronto. In that year 


soccer was very popular in Saskatchewan, and 4,000 people witnessed the 
Regina Thistles defeat the Mounted Police, 2-0, to win the Provincial 
Meterionahia. 

By 1916 all regular competition was suspended and in its place 
Patriotic Series were played in all the major cities where the game had 
previously been popular. That year a Canadian team consisting of five 

Winnipeg, five Toronto, four Montreal and one Ulster player was chosen to 


Dos 


play three games against the United States. For some unreported 


reason the games, however, did not take place. 


After the First World War soccer was very slow to re-organize and 


Beebe D.D.be 


22 he Globe and Mail, October 16, 1914. 


EArt eee Free Press, August 13, 1915. 


594 74id,, August 27, 1915. 


595nne Globe and MAil, August 8, fote. 
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1 alee Vancouver Thistles Football Club, Soccer pioneers 
and winners of the 1907-1908 Dominion championship. 





Fig. 10. The University of Toronto Association Football 
Team, 1910. Intercollegiate and Senior champions 
of Ontario. 
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the same old problems were again experienced. The A.A.U. of C. would 
not accept the D.F.A, because it continued to insist on the three demands 
which it had to fulfil as a member of the International Federation. The 
sport itself continued to increase in popularity. A report from the 


Edmonton Bulletin, for example, indicated that the Church League in 


596 


Edmonton had twenty teams playing in their three divisions. The 


Connaught Cup series started again in 192077! but the problems between 


A.A.U.of C. and the D.F.A, had reduced most interest to the Provincial 
rather than the National level. The powerful Westinghouse team from 


Hamilton captured the Connaught Cup in the first post-World War I 


J 598 
series. 


English Rugby 


At the start of the twentieth century English Rugby "was popular 


1299 


only in British Columbia and the Maritimes. Ten years previously it 


had been popular in Ontario and the Prairies, but it had lost its pop- 
ularity to Canadian Football and Soccer. 

In 1900 the Maritimes had strong leagues operating in Charlotte- 
town, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. From these teams a Maritimes 
Champion was decided. The game was also played in schools, colleges and 
universities. 


British Columbia was probably the strongest province, as English 


770 dba tanh Bulletin, August 24, 1920. 


ee Jily.2e, 1920; 


2 een Smith, "Soccer the International Game'', Centennial Sports 


Review, op.cit., p.119. 


Me aos, op.cit., p.127. 
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Rugby was played at every level with a high degree of organization and 
popularity. In 1900 Victoria defeated Vancouver 8-0 winning the McKechnie 
Cup and the Vancouver Rugby Union Championship, and in doing so extended 
its unbeaten record to three poaxt 900. 
As the game continued to develop in popularity, the Vancouver 
Rugby Union, in 1902, organized an Intermediate League for the younger 
players of the senior clubs (Vancouver, Victoria, Nanaimo and New 
Westminster), and the Vancouver and Victoria High Bcfing 89°24 pis ely he 1 a 
Canada's first representative team was selected to tour England. It 
comprised players from Victoria - two, Vancouver - two, Nanaimo - one, 
Revelstoke - one, Ottawa - two, Hamilton - two, Toronto - two, Montreal - 
six and Halifax - three , 092 They started their tour by defeating the 
champions of the Maritimes, Dalhousie University, 9-0,and the next day 
they narrowly defeated an All-Halifax team, 6-5 ,°3 The team then left 
for England and in their three months' trip played 24 games and finished 
with 8 wins, 2 draws and 14 losses, °* During the tour they played 
against such teams as Leinster (Dublin); Northern Ireland; University of 
Dublin; Hawick (Scotland), and in this game Jack Powers of Ottawa, the 


Canadian three quarter, was badly injured and taken to hospital; Jedburgh 


(Scotland); Harrogate; Mountain Ash (Wales), and in this game their ranks 





00 me Globe and Mail, January 29, 1900. 


Dice tae Sturrock, "A History of Rugby in British Columbia Prior 
to 1914", unpublished paper at The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1967, 
p.19. 


O02 ett. p.44, 


603the Globe and Mail, December 3, 1902. 


ee ibid caBehruary 714, 002. 
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were so depleted through injuries they had to use two Swansea players; 
Llanelly (Wales); Bristol; Devonport Albion Club; United Service Team at 
Portsmouth; London Welsh team; Oxford University, which was considered 
to be the best team in England and which defeated the Canadians 11-3; 
Richmond; Racing Club of France (Paris); Cambridge; and the Berkshire 
bantider Wonk The Canadians, although losing a majority of their games, 
proved to be popular and drew good crowds. They also showed their 
versatility by defeating a team of London Canadians 5-3 in an ice hockey 
raw tec The tour was reported to be a financial ative ot 

Because English rugby was an international game there was a con- 
tinuous stream of teams coming from Australia, New Zealand and England. 
These teams usually played games in Halifax and Vancouver, a reason for 
the continued popularity of the sport in those areas. Another reason was 
the popularity of the game on the West Coast of the United States, par- 
ticularly in California. This supplied a constant venue for exchange 
visits. 

In 1906 the New Zealand Rugby tourists defeated Vancouver 41-6 in 
a match played in Berkeley, eI ee hale and 65-6 in their match in San 


mathdlies ceed Xe An earlier report stated that the New Zealand team would 


play the Maritime champions, but the weather conditions must have upset 





OOF whede results were obtained from The Globe, December 18, 1902 


to February 9, 1903. 
6 mne Globe and Mail, February 7, 1903. 
607;hid., February 11, 1903. 
608 ani toba Free Press, February 12, 1906. 


609¢ turrock, op.cit., p.lé. 
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these ies can The Vancouver Rugby Football Club disbanded during the 
season and a number of senior teams were formed with a nucleus from the 
disbanded club, including the Australasians, Native Sons, Outlanders, 
McGill College, Vancouver Athletic Club and Vancouver Rowing Clube! 

In 1906, a team called the Anglo-Canadians of Toronto were beaten 
in New York, and The Globe stated that "Old Country players made up both 
eat Ts On the Prairies the game showed signs of reviving. In 1907 
Edmonton, Strathcona (new South Edmonton) and Calgary had teams which 
played regular challenge matches, with Edmonton being the superior team 
that SSE 

The Anglo-Welsh teamyhen returning to the British Isles in 1908 
after its New Zealand and Australian tour, played Vancouver in 
September and were defeated Biss 223 In 1909, the Australian "Wallabies" 
played Vancouver at Brockton Point, with the visitors winning 23-0, and 
one week later they defeated Victoria 26-3, °15 

The J.C, Keith Rugby Football Challenge Trophy was inaugurated in 
1907 to encourage the sport on the Pacific Coast of North America and si 
was awarded to the winner of a series of games played between the British 


Columbia and California champions. The successful team was given the 


title of Pacific Coast Champions. In 1907-8 Vancouver beat Stanford 





010m e Globe and Mail, January 11, 1906. 


611< turrock, op,cit,, p.20. 

®12the Globe and Mail, April 23, 1906. 
O19» snonton Bulletin, November 11, 1907, 
614 


The Vancouver World, Vancouver, September 29, 1908. 


9 tpia,. February 21, 1909, 
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University; 1908-9 Stanford University defeated Vancouver; 1909-10 
Vancouver defeated the University of California (Berkeley); 1910-11 
Berkeley beat Vancouver; and in 1911-12 Vancouver beat Stanford 


University .°16 


The competition was discontinued after that series. 

In an attempt to solve the problem that the "Lord's Day Act" 
imposed on sport, the Vancouver Rugby Football Association, in 1911, 
Started playing Sunday matches - and, no admission was charged) Ol? 
By 1912, there were six clubs in the Senior League and five in the Inter- 
mediate Leagues in Vancouver and diserieree? i? 

The British Rugby Football Union was formed in Alberta at a 
meeting in Calgary, February 13, 1912. Winnipeg, in that year, had a 
league with three teams - Barbarians, Wanderers and Tigers, competing in 


regular challenge marches ,°19 


In 1912, the second Australian team to 
visit Canada - the "Waratahs"' (actually a New South Wales team) played 
three games in British Columbia. This team was not as strong as the 1909 
Wallaby team and was beaten in all three matches; by Vancouver 6-3, by 
British Columbia 15-0 and Victoria 13-11,62° 

In 1913, a New Zealand team (not the All-Blacks) played sixteen 
games during their tour of the Pacific Coast. Three games were played in 


British Columbia. They defeated Victoria 23-0 and 35-0 and then beat 


Vancouver 44-0. An unfortunate accident in Victoria resulted in the 





01S ener ork: Opycl tiat p., Sila 


the Globe and Mail, March 31, 1911. 


OP ean. doc, cit, 


het PET Free Press, May 1, 1912. 


620s turrock, op.cit., p.25, 
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death of one of the local players from injuries sustained in the second 
atch ae 

The Prairies were still active in 1914 when Edmonton reported the 
formation of the "Barbarians", a second city hae a The game may have 
continued to develop, but the advent of the First World War prevented 
this possibility. By September 10, 1914, the Vancouver British Rugby 
Union had abandoned all championship series for the season and contributed 
the club's bank balance ($249.42) to the war effort. Twenty-two senior 
players had enlisted with the various armed forces by that date. It was 
decided that all school leagues were to den Riis, Tat 

However, these enthusiasts were not to be denied their sport. The 
Edmonton Bulletin reported that Canadian soldiers had a team in London 
and were narrowly beaten by a British Universities team.°24 Later in the 
war, the Canadian Rugby Football Club reported that it expected to place 
two teams in the English League in Weidan.2>> 

After the war the sport regained some of its popularity in British 


Columbia and, to a smaller extent, in Nova Scotia. But elsewhere in 


Canada it was not revived during the period of this study. 


Ibid. 





6225 amonton Bulletin, May 16, 1914. 





623che Globe and Mail, September 10, 1914. 


O24 a sistton Bulletin, December 14, 1914. 





625 the Globe and Mail, November 15, 1916. 
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At the start of the twentieth century golf was one of Canada's 
most popular summer sports, and had "lost its exclusive, upper-class 
association which had limited its popularity in the early stages of 
Setopuent. >a Most major cities, and many smaller towns, had at least 
one course. The game had become a very popular "ladies' sport'' and, in 
many cases, the ladies had organized their own clubs. 

By 1900 many city, provincial, national and international events 
were being contested. These included: the Amateur Championship of Canada 
(started in 1895) under the auspices of the Royal Canadian Golf Association; 
interprovincial Challenge Matches (started in 1894) between Ontario and 
Quebec; international golf matches (first probably played around 1896) 
which were usually of the challenge variety between clubs in the United 
States and Canada; the United States versus Canada match (started in 1898) 
with ten players on each side; the British Columbia Championships for men 
and women (started in 1895) and the Pacific Northwest Championships, also 
for men and women (started in 1899) .077 

This indicated the extensive organization which had already developed 
in golf. From 1900 to 1920 two main features evolved: the increased 
participation by women in all aspects of the game and the rise of pro- 
fessionalism,. 

In 1900 women's clubs and competitions became very popular. The 


Halifax Golf Club secured part of the Enos Collins estate, Gorsebrook, and 


prepared a course. Its membership was restricted to fifty men and fifty 





asd so op.cit., .p.135. 


627 mhese records obtained from Canadian Golf Review, Spring 1967 
Supplement, (Toronto: Royal Canadian Golf Association). 
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Fig. ll. Ladies' putting contest, 1907. 





Fig. 12. George S. Lyon "Canada's Grand Old Man of Golf" 
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ladies in that yearlo78 A ladies' club was organized for the first time 


in the Peterborough Golf Club, with Mrs. R.S. Davidson being the first 
629 

president. Competitions for women became regularized as they started 

to travel in order to participate. Miss Linton, of the Royal Montreal 


Golf Club, won second prize in the Women's Golf tournament held in New 


630 
York. A London, Ontario,ladies' team defeated a visiting team from 
6 
Detroit, 13-12, at the Hunt Club Golf Links. zd 
The Canadian Golf Review lists 1927°?4 as the starting date for 


the Ontario Ladies' Championship, but The Globe indicated that it was 
played in 1900: 


At the Toronto Club links yesterday women from all 
over the Province assembled for the Provincial Champion- 
ships. 38 entered the driving contest, which Miss M. 
Thompson of St. John won with 160 yards. 33 


The next day the newspaper reported that "Ontario ladies defeated the 


Quebec team 50-32 in the Interprovincial mech oe 


Club professionals started to become popular around 1900. The 
Peterborough Club hired Mr. Murray (known as a trainer) as their first 
ee Bae while George Cummings was hired by the Toronto Golf Club 
that same yearn Mr. Harry Vardon of Gauton, England, the ex-world 
amateur champion, made a very successful tour of Canada and the United 


eee Roddall, Halifax, Warden of the North, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Stewart Ltd., 1948), p.229 


62 
arts, OPiclts, Ditece 


7°The Globe and Mail, April 25, 1900. °?/zpia., october 2, 1900. 
632 canadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 

633the Globe and Mail, October 11, 1900. 

634 inid., October 12, 1900. iy Te loc.cit. 


636 the Globe and Mail, March 17, 1900. 






+4 | wan 
a 






















be ‘bivead 02.4 . mM Adie <dokd F160 figpored93 9% ‘ae 


esa ewe ye! 
bai Yess ij eas besiys! Sy omestesd, nomew 6612 aos rene. ' 37s teorg 
ja 4 i ! ¢ 1sqmod b Lh 


( 4 
id75q 69 Yebro at levers o: 
va 

iis9ectuet Tied &'rseoW sf) ot osiig) baosse now ,dul{D Bog 
| | 03 


; } - 4 ba og 251D61 -OL1a7aAg fobnoJd A -A%¢ y 
. 
a : ‘ ‘rT ‘Ff o » i 
o) dul jgok sds ap .SI-EL ,3tosd 
eiaiil waived iiod netbensd oT 


: 4 
f ee > i a) ‘enlheo ¥ . Teh 
ji ui iud .qtdenotdmadd ‘eetbes olrs3n0 Be 
- — 


: _" :00@! nt baysle 


ql 10 f z f » odtIO TOT aff DA 
rive 13 ii Bealtmseees sonkvorwl sd3 yevo 
foirw ,3eS3Q05 getvith odd bststne BE .eqie 
I6I dotw cow nol .312 io noseqmodT Cs 
. ae 7 
> ft 
D532 tra 3n0" Ht hetteqst (yaqsqevon ef3 ysb Jxen oft 


= 
if istonivosugragni aris oi S&-+02 mses oadau 


? 


bavors tsfugoq emeosd of bedtese efagoteestosq duID 
(xen 2 as awont) yesioM ,zM berks duld dquoxodress 
:, céa ; 
Guid tina: ire rcd } yo betia esw egoimmwo seroeD siidw Ingotenstor oq 
ee le a wee 


oisow-xs #82 ,Omsign’d ,Sojved to nobt—aV yrrsh. .aM 139% omse 36 r 4s 


Seria sid bane sbeigd YO tyos Iviezscowe yrsy s sbam patente wssemm 






es ee fo 30 Zo nsbisW Reza aon, i 


124 


States. In Montreal, on September 25, 1900, he was beaten by two pro- 
fessionals (from the Toronto and Montreal clubs) by one stroke in the 
morning game but won the afternoon round Tie FPR! Mr. Vardon earlier 
had defeated Canada's two top amateurs, V.C. Brown (1899 Canadian Amateur 
Champion) and Geo. S. Lyon (later to win the 1900 Canadian Amateur 
Championship) at Toronto's Rosedale links, by a score of five up and 
three to ae Later, during his tour, Vardon won the United States 
Open Championship in Pease 

In the West, the game was very active with a team from the Fargo 
Golf Club visiting Winnipeg in 1900. Their eight-man team was beaten 


640 
42-5. During that season the game was introduced into Brandon and was 


an immediate cteceanon a The British Columbia Championships that year 
were held in Victoria and A.H. Goldfinch won the Men's and Miss T. Drake 
(who also won in 1899) the Women's phemelonehin. 6 The Americans 

proved too strong for the Canadian team in their annual competition in 
1900. The match was played in Quebec and the United States team won by 
five holes. This was a vast improvement for the Canadian team as they 
lost by twenty holes in 1898, and the previous year were defeated 93-0007" 


Fashions were changing, as an article in The Globe indicated "that 


knickerbockers have been almost entirely replaced by the long flannel 





O37 Tid. October 26, 1900. Be rhids September 22, 1900. 


O59 bid., October 6, 1900. 


OO at, fod Free Press, July 28, 1900. 


ool th ia.s September 28, 1900. 


042 vahadieh Golf Review, op.cit., p.47. 


+3ohe Globe and Mail, September 3, 1900. 
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644 


trousers this season". Another article showed that boys' habits had 


not changed: 
William Platt, superintendent of the Fairfield Country 
Golf Club, appeared in the Greenwich Borough Court to 


answer a charge that boys under 14 years were acting as 
caddies under his charge during school days. 


In 1901, the first Ladies' Canadian Open Golf Championship was 
held under the auspices of the Ladies' Royal Montreal Golf Club. Miss 
Lilly Young, of the Royal Montreal Club, became the first title-holder, 
when she defeated Miss Mabel Thompson of St. John, New Brunswick, two up 


over the eighteen holes played on the Dixie golf links.°*° In the Inter- 


provincial match the Quebec ladies defeated Ontario, eyraian OO 

Mr. W.A.H. Kerr of the Toronto Golf Club won the 1901 Men's Amateur 
Championship of Canada when he beat Mr. J.P. Taylor of Royal Montreal. 
Mr. Kerr previously had won the title in 1897.°*8 Toronto defeated 
Quebec in the Men's Interprovincial by 46 holes in their 1901 encounter - 
the previous year Quebec were victorious by three feo 

In 1902, women continued to increase their Futter of golf enthusiasts. 
Forty-six ladies played in the qualifying round for the Ontario Champion- 
aagh 9 Miss M. Thompson, of St. John, defeated Mrs. Dick of the 


Rosedale Club, eight and seven, to win the second Canadian Women's Open 


Championship. Ontario defeated Quebec in the twenty-a-side Inter- 





6441bid., June 23, 1900. O45 bid, September 22, 1900. 


adore E. Banks, "A Brief Review of Canadian Golf", part I, 
Canadian Sport Monthly, XLVII, 4 (April 1962), p.17. 


647 he Globe and Mail, October 19, 1901. 
O48 Kid, September 29, 1901. Sie bids, September 30, 1901. 


650; 5id., October 7, 1902. 
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provincial match by three holes °° 


Mr. F.R. Martin, of Hamilton, won the Ontario and Canadian 


Championships in 1902°°? and Quebec defeated Ontario in the Men's Inter- 


provincial fatth O99 In Toronto a new golf links at Lambton was opened. 


It was over three and one half miles long and was reported to be the 


longest eighteen hole course in the world, °>4 In British Columbia Mr. 


H. Combe won the 1902, 1903 and 1904 Men's Championship (he had also held 


the title from 1897 to 1899) and Mrs. W. Langley was the Women's title- 


holder in 1902 and 1903.°>> 


Miss F. Harvey of Hamilton was the Women's Canadian Champion in 


1903 and 1904.06 Mr. George S. Lyon, of the new Lambton course, regained 


his Canadian Amateur Championship in 1903 by defeating Mr. M.C. Cameron 


657 The Ontario men won the Inter- 


658 


of the Toronto Club, ten and eight. 
provincial match against Quebec by fourteen holes. 

The Lambton Golf Club had only been operating for one year in 1903 
but it was able to boast a club membership of over 500, with 150 of these 


659 Not all of Canada's vast number of clubs had 


being women members. 
such enrollments. For example, the Edmonton Golf Club had relatively few 


members, but they were enthusiastic enough to compete on Tuesdays as well 


as Saturdays. The Edmonton Bulletin reported that "the ladies' and men's 


651 652 


Ibid...October 11, 1902. Ibid., September 27, 1902. 
O59 Ano September 29, 1902. esa, November 12, 1902. 
655 


Canadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 


656 rhe Globe and Mail, September 19, 1903. 
O57 Ted September 26, 1903. O76; ae September 28, 1903. 
659 


Ibid., May 2, 1903. 
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singles events and the putting contest took place Tuesday afternoon on 


the Links !60 


1904 was one of the most important years in Canadian golf. Mr. 
J.P. Taylor, of the Royal Montreal Club, defeated the defending champion, 
George S. Lyon, three and one, in the final of the Canadian Amateur 


661 


Championship. This did not deter Lyon from representing Canada at the 


Third Olympic Games in St. Louis in 1904. His golfing was superb, and in 
the final he defeated H. Chandler-Egan (the American Champion), to win the 
gold medal and the World Amateur (arksi exe 29° 

The first Royal Canadian Open Championship took place in 1904 at 
the Royal Montreal Club. Mr. J.H. Oke of Royal Ottawa was first, P.F. 
Barrett of Lambton second (both were professionals), George S. Lyon was 
third, while Taylor, the new amateur champion, finished addinth four No 
Men's Interprovincial matches were held in 1904 and 1905, while Ontario 
defeated Quebec in the Women's Interprovincial competition, 7903 (99% 
Later in the season Lyon continued his success when he led a Lambton team 
to victory over a visiting Buffalo tea, 29° 

Another important event in 1904 was the women's match at Lambton 
between Miss Dodd (the English Champion), Miss Bishop (the United States 
Champion) and Miss Harvey (the Canadian Champion), which resulted in a 


win for Miss peda, °°° The following day Miss Dodd captained the Canadian 





660; gmonton Bulletin, May 2, 1903. 





66 lanitoba Free Press, July 7, 1904. 


662th Globe and Mail, September 26, 1904. 
663;444., July 4, 1904. 664444., October 8, 1904. 


6651hid., October 31, 1904. 6661nid,, October 20, 1904. 
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team while Miss Bishop captained the United States team, the latter team 
ultimately winning the match, °07 

The years 1905 to 1907 were dominated by two golfers, George S. 
Lyon and Miss M. Thompson, of St.JohnN.B. Both were able to win the 
Canadian Championships in each of these three years ,068 Miss Thompson 
also won it in 1908. Mr. Lyon, in this period, made tours each year: 
in 1905 to the United States and England; °°? in 1906 to the United 
States, where he was defeated in the final of the National Championship 
by Eben Byers of Pittsburgh, one up in holes (Lyons led on strokes)¢°’” 
and in 1907 to the United States again,where he won the Lower Lakes 
Championship at Detroit,©/! 

In 1906 the women's match between the United States and Canada 
ended in a rie 072 while the men's Canadian golf team finished fourth in 
the Olympic Cup contest, played in Cleveland.°’9 Three professionals - 
G. Cummings (Toronto), C. Murray (Royal Montreal) and P.F, Bennett 
(Lambton) dominated the Royal Canadian Open Championships in this period. 
Mr. Cumming won in 1905, Murray in 1906 and 1908 and Bennett in 1907,°74 

By 1908, golf had developed on the Prairies to such an extent that 
Provincial Championships were inaugurated in both Alberta and 


Pievatchewanes Mr. C.W. Hague, of Calgary, was the first Alberta 





Obi abid., October 21,1904. 


Oe aavadbon Golf Review, loc.cit. 


669 the Globe and Mail, April 24, to June 1, 1905. 
Ore uid. duly 16.1906. Bid. June: 17,0 1907. 
672 673 


Ibid., October 3, 1906. Ibid., July 9, 1907. 


of eee Golf Review, loc.cit. Agee ion.chtis.p.16. 
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Amateur Champion .°/6 At the Regina Golf Club players from Moose Jaw and 


Sedley took part in competitions but were no match for the Regina players, 


W.S, Gray and J.K, Hunter, who finished first and second, respectively .°’/ 


Mr. George Lyon again represented Canada at the fourth Olympics in 


London in 1908 but was unable to reproduce the golf which had won him 


the gold medal in 1904, and he was beaten in the second round, °/® 


At this point several young Canadian golfers made their appearance. 
In 1908 A. Wilson Jr., of the Royal Montreal Club, defeated F.R. Martin 


to win the Canadian Amateur Cdatodslige @ and in 1909 E. Legge of 


Toronto defeated F. Moss of the Royal Ottawa in this event ocs hares the 


Sargent, of the Royal Ottawa Club, won the 1909 United States Amateur 


peapiodsnis. while Karl Kiffer, a young Torontonian (professional 


from Royal Ottawa) defeated Cummings to win the Royal Canadian Open 


682 Mr. R.F. Robinson of St. Catharines won the 


gold medal at the Western New York Gienntenssiph: 


Championship in 1909. 


In the women's events, Mrs. Body, of Halifax, defeated Miss 
Thompson, the defending champion, in the preliminary rounds of the 1909 
Canadian Ladies' Open Championship. In the final Miss V.H. Anderson of 


Montreal defeated Miss M. Dick of Bosedeieioct 





oi ¢eenadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 


677prake, op.cit., p.141. 


678 he Globe and Mail, May 28, 1908. 


B10 eran dian Golf Review, loc.cit, 


680rm2 Globe and Mail, July 1, 1909. 
681,444,, June 26, 1909. 682 554d,, July 5, 1909. 


683 1bid., July 6, 1909. 684154d., April 6, 1910. 
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The price of golf balls in 1910 was increased due to the rubber 


685 


boom all over the world, but this did not affect the popularity of 


the game. Miss D. Campbell of Hamilton quickly made a name for herself 


in golfing circles. In 1910 she won the Canadian RSE the United 


68 
States Amateur Championship in Chicago 4 and a report in 1911 stated 


she again won the British Women's Chenpionship’.°°° 


Mr. Fritz Martin re-captured the Canadian Amateur Championship by 


082 while E. Martin (Martin's cousin) cap- 


tured the British Columbia Amateur Puaapionshine © 


beating George Lyon in 1910, 


In 1911 the Maritime Provinces Championships commenced and the 
first champion was W.G. Christie of the Humphrey Golf Club, Moncton, New 
Brunswick. The runner-up was R.W. Simpson from the same club. The event 
was held on the Truro Golf course in Nova Scarce? Miss D. Campbell 
again captured the Canadian Ladies' Championship in 1911 and immediately 
announced her intention to become a resident of New York or Boston.0?2 

By 1912 the professional golfers were of sufficient numbers to 

693 


form the Canadian Professional Golfers' Association. niesiticns rei s 6 


Professional Championship was held at the Mississauga Golf Club in Port 








Se ceauadl pn Golf Review, loc.cit. 
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The Globe and Mail, October 17, 1910. 

688s va., May 30, 1911. OOF pede uigt te Lele: 
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Canadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 


O92 the Globe and Mail, September 30, 1911. 
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Credit, Ontario, and was won by C.R. Murray (Royal Montreal) when he 
defeated his brother, A.H, Murray (Outremont, Montreal) .©94 Mr. George 


S. Lyon won his seventh Canadian Amateur Championship in 1912, 695 while 


Miss D. Campbell won her third titte (97° 


Because of the rapid growth of the game's popularity, and in- 
sufficient courses to meet the demands, citizens began to feel that 
city-owned (public courses)should be prsvilded £4 Winnipeg citizens, in 
1912, pressed such claims, but it was not until much later they suc- 
Gieded: ite Boam reported a similar situation in British Columbia in 1912: 


The game would be played by more if there were 
sufficient room on courses. The oldest club at Vancouver 
is the Jericho Country Club and now has about 60 members. 
The British Columbia Golf Club now has 260 gents and 60 
ladies 699 


Many regions were aware of this problem and new courses were constructed 
about this time. For example, the Winnipeg Club's new eighteen hole 


course was completed by September, 1912, /00 In 1911 the Wascana Country 


Club south of Regina was started, /91 


Miss Muriel Dodd, the English Open Champion, defeated Miss Florence 
Harvey of Hamilton, seven and five, to win the Canadian Ladies' Open 


702 
Championship in 1913 at Montreal. Immediately after the match Miss 


O94 rowel and Howell, op.cit., p.251. 


OF aig Globe and Mail, September 14, 1912, 


ere me October 12, 1912. 


697 Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 


670 ani toba Free Press, August 10, 1912. 


699 cam, loc.cit. 


100 4anitoba Free Press, November 11, 1911. 


101 yeake, JOC.C10. 102the Globe and Mail, October 6, 1913. 
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Harvey, a prominent Canadian golfer for many years, called a meeting to 
propose the formation of the Canadian Branch of the Ladies’ Golf Union 
of Britain. Golfers from many parts of Canada voted in favour of its 
organization. The Canadian Ladies' Golf Union was duly formed, and for 
administrative purposes Canada was divided into four districts: 
1. Pacific District, with British Columbia; 2. the Middle District, with 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba; 3. Ontario and Quebec, and 4. the 
Waritimess”°° 

The Duchess of Connaught presenteda trophy in 1914 to the Royal 
Canadian Golf Association, for competition at the Canadian Ladies' 
Championships, and Miss Dodd, the previous year's winner, was the first 


704 


name engraved on it. The First World War caused the cancellation of 


all championships between 1914 and 1918 except for the occasional match 
to aid the Red Cross or the war effort. 

In 1913, Canada sent a team to St. Andrews in Scotland to par- 
ticipate in the World Amateur Championship. Aimy Martin of Victoria 
(one of the famous golfers of the Martin family) and Jack Walton of 
Edmonton were Canada's representatives. They were both eliminated in the 


705 


first round of competition. In the annual United States versus Canada 


team match, held in 1913 at the Murray Bay Golf Club, Pointe Au Pic, 


Quebec, an ex-President, Taft of the United States, played and was 


beaten. The final result had Canada winning by twelve holess 07 


e303. Moore, and A.E. Coombe, ''The First Fifty Years 1913-1963", 
The Canadian Ladies' Golf Union Yearbook, 1963, p.4. 


0B Globe and Mail, March 2, 1914, 


103 5amon ton Bulletin, May 27, 1913. 


106 the Globe and Mail, August 16, 1913. 
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By 1914 the Royal Canadian Golf Association had increased from 
10 clubs, which were the foundation members in 1895, to 44. These 
were made up of 33 clubs in the area from the Maritimes to Ontario, 9 
Prairie and 2 British Columbia clubs, 797 The war ended most champion- 
ships across Canada during the five years, except for the Pacific North- 
west and the Saskatchewan Provincial Championships, which continued 
throughout the 1914-1918 period, 198 The Canadian Amateur and Professional 
(men's) Championships were also held in 1914, with George Lyon winning 
his eighth amateur title and George Cummings of Toronto winning the 
Professional avent./ °° The first Saskatchewan Ladies' Championship was 
held in 1914, with Mrs. Walter Parry of Regina defeating Mrs. A.M. Boyd 
of Saskatoon, 19 Another indication of the growing popularity of the 
Sport was the introduction of the Canadian Golfer, a sports magazine 
which was later called the Canadian Sport Monthly. 

The War did not decrease golf's popularity, in fact participation 
increased, mainly because of its adoption as a recreational pursuit. By 
1915, Manitoba reported that there were ten clubs in the province with 
over 1,500 members, whereas in 1905 only one club existed,/1! The War 
did produce one difficulty for golfers. Most of the world's rubber 


supply was used to manufacture necessary supplies. This resulted in a 


drastic shortage of golf balls and other equipment. An improvised wooden 


107 Royal Canadian Golf Association Bulletin, May 1, 1969. 
108 canadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 

709~ne Globe and Mail, July 6, and August 11, 1914, 

710 


Canadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 


teen i nabs Free Press, June 26, 1918. 
























ets Bis 


mori beepotont bad moizsiooseé ilod ning isyou ots fret Boy 
seedT .d} o2 2081 at ersduse noidebmue? edi axew doldv ray a 


@ ,olisidO 03 aamtiixeM edt mos) sete efi ak edulo €€ to w I se 


TON 
woiqnads Jeom babas tew edt " 


.adulo gidmfod dalzizag & bas s tapas 


~“disoVvi olliosd ef2 7032 4tqsoxs ,smney evil add gndiub sbsasd #80798 


baunttnos. told ,2qidanolqmadd faionivoxt fawerlodates?® odj bas 


iy 


of an 
[anolessiord bas twetemA aslbaneD salt ” «-bofzeg 8101-Alel eds Juorguom 
gutnniw moyl sgtosD daiw , fel at bied ofa exep eqidenolqmsnd (o's ei 


‘ i+ 


gntnaie otaoxoT io egatomyD sgteosd bas siala wejsma die 


:; | ~~ Of . J 
; Gidenoigqned> ‘asiba! aswedogsdese Jexkt -ScT .Jasve Ianolessie 


» i 


o 
| 
ia 


1.A .at gatssstsh salget Jo vere yoo tail vent if dw fer i bied 
of1 to ytizsileqoq gniworg sfg 30 fotiselimk teljonA O4N 003 
snisegem estoge & xsMog geibsneQ ada to nolsoubozint on abw 9 o¢ 

.vidicolt yaon@ gotbgded ods belie sexe enw ok 

soiiegsoiitsg Josl ai ,yiitelogeq a'ifeg sansyosb jon bib. zaW eff 
-Jtvemq Isagolisetos: 6 ea mokigoba @3% to sausoed <iatem. bs 
ftiiw sontvoerq si ai edylo ne3 gtew sied3 2903 bedsogss 8do2 ; 
saW ssiT +25 pete bue duis sno vime t6@I al seeverdw ,ezsdmom 00% 
soddux a’biztow of] Io 390M .aszetfag 162 wigortiib ano — ; 


8 oi bojluees ainT .ealtiqque yuonnonee o3v3 o8iunsin bad boey. Lg 
asboow beelvozqa! nA .anemgtupe sates gfe Se x08 


ie pie birt el & 


, 
- dae) 7 
Oe 5’ 











Ps 


134 


golf ball, used in North Africa by the Canadian troops, was used and is 
displayed in the Canadian Golf Museum, Aylmer, Quebec. 

In 1918, Canadian golfers showed their respect for one of this 
country's finest golfers and sportsmen. Mr. George S. Lyon, on his 
sixtieth birthday, was presented with a magnificent silver tea service, 
donated by golfers from coast to coast. / 12 The Governor-General of 
Canada, the Duke of Devonshire, in 1918, presented to the Royal Canadian 
Golf Association, a Cup for the International, Canada versus the United 
States, Amateur Golf mbAehese er The first competition for this trophy 
was held at Montreal on September 18, 1918, and Canada, with George Lyon 
as captain, defeated the United suatownd Oe 

George Lyon dominated the amateur game completely in 1918 when the 
Canadian Senior Championship was introduced, and it was George S. Lyon's 
name that appeared first on the bvephys “he In fact that was the only 
name to appear in the record books until 1924 when F.A. Parker, also of 
the Lambton Golf Club, beat him in the final. Mr. Lyon was to win this 
title ten times between 1918 and 1930 and was 72 years of age when he won 
it for the last time in 1930,/t6 

The Western Canada Golf Association had been proposed and was 


formed in Winnipeg in iiss (+1 However, it was not until 1919 that the 


712qhe Globe and Mail, July 27, 1918. 
M3tyid., September 9, 1918. (aera. | September 19, 1918. 
715 


Ibid., September 18, 1918. 


710 c snadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 


727 iid top Free Press, July 7, 1915. 
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Association became active and organized an annual championship at 
ner ea As new clubs and courses were developed the number of club 
professionals increased, and also a need for more open competitions. 
In 1919 Saskatchewan was the first Province to inaugurate an Open 
Championship. Quebec started both Amateur and Open Championships in 
1920. The Maritimes were quick to recognize this need and their Open 
Championship started in rogia- 

By 1920, golf had developed into one of Canada's most popular 
sports. The main problem was still an insufficient number of courses 
for the masses of people wishing to participate. Golf remained com- 
paratively free of conflicts between amateurs and professionals, and is 
perhaps one of the reasons for its harmonious and rapid expansion. 


During the period studied,golf was not played at the school level, and 


Junior Championships did not take place until after the second World War. 


Lacrosse 

At the start of the twentieth century lacrosse was well established 
as one of Canada's most popular summer sports. Provincial organizations 
controlled the game across the Dominion, with the exception of the 
Maritimes, where lacrosse was only a recent innovation. Professionalism, 
which had begun to appear in the early 1890's, was well established in 
British Columbia by 1900, with three teams (Vancouver, New Westminster 
and Victoria) competing in regular competition. The Western Lacrosse 


Association, with a professional league, was in Manitoba. 





(Aer sarpeAgbabrasy 1929. 


M9 canadian Golf Review, loc.cit. 
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Pig. rs. The Minto Cup for Lacrosse presented by the 
Governor General of Canada, the Earl of Minto, 1901. 





Fig. 14. The Shamrock Lacrosse aremniyg Bedhadetat of the world 
1899-1900. 
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In Ontario and Quebec there were mixed feelings concerning amateur 
and professional players. The Toronto Lacrosse Club was a typical 
amateur club,while the members of the St. Catherines' Athletics team 
openly admitted to being professionals. It was not long before pro- 
fessional games were drawing large crowds in Montreal, Toronto and 
Ottawa, on Saturday afternoons. 

By 1900 the Canadian Lacrosse Association (C.L.A.) and the National 
Amateur Lacrosse Union (N.A.L.U.) were the two main senior organizations 
in Eastern Canada. They had replaced the original governing body, the 
National Amateur Lacrosse Association (N.A.L.A.), which, in 1900, only 
controlled junior clubs. The Indians, who had been barred from competing 
in other leagues, had formed their own Indian Championship of the World. 

Two other factors had helped popularize the game in the nineteenth 
century to the point where, in 1884, it was estimated that 20,000 were 
participating in the sport, /29 The first was the many successful tours 
which Canadian teams had made to the United States and Europe. Secondly, 
the game was successfully played at Intermediate and Junior levels, and 
even schools were showing interest in regular competition. One other 
point in the game's favour was that it held a position of national pride 
and was referred to (quite incorrectly) as Canada's national game. 

In 1900, as professional lacrosse developed, the Canadian Amateur 
Athletic Union (C.A.A.U.), in an effort to prevent this, suspended many 
players. Reports of suspensions appeared regularly in the newspapers. 


A few such reports follow: "The C.A.A.U. has information implicating Port 





120 Seebpon McNaught, "Birth and Development of Canada's National 


Canadian Lacrosse Association, 1950, p.23. 
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Arthur club with professionalism, it is likely the club will be sus- 
pended and its members transferred to the professional sage’? at teis 
many a long day since the pretence that the Senior Lacrosse League was 
an amateur organization - the C,A.A.U. has discovered that some members 
of the Toronto club were paid for their warviceslees and, "five more 
well known lacrosse players have fallen by the wayside having allowed 
their love for filthy lucre to allure them from the straight and narrow 
path of amateurism. C.L.A. disqualified the five playét site ‘te 

The C.L.A. and N,A.L.U. both introduced some important rule 
changes in 1900 in an attempt to make the game more attractive to 
Spectators. The C.L.A. adopted rules whereby the players had to wear 
distinguishing numbers, the duration of the game was to be two forty-five 
minute halves with ten minute's rest in between (the teams still changed 
ends after each goal), and no player was allowed to check the opposing 


724 


goalkeeper or go into the goal crease. The N.A.L.U. made similar 


changes, except that the playing time was divided into four periods and 


the teams did not change ends after each etc 


Two important changes in equipment took place in 1900. The goal 
26 
aan and "baggy stick'' were both introduced. The introduction of goal 


nets stopped incidents such as the following: 


72lthe Globe and Mail, January 18, 1900. 


722 5d January. 30, 11900% 


Pet ayid,. ulyil7, 1900. 


12476 Daily Star, Toronto, April 16, 1900. 
125McNaught, Op.¢ite, p.25. 


726The Daily Star, April 14, 1900. 
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The Shamrocks and Torontos were struggling desperately 
to break a tie in the historic grounds at the corner of 
Wellesley and Jarvis Streets. Each needed one goal to 
win and the excitement was at a fever heat. At last, a 
Shamrock home player got away for a shot. So far as the 
crowd could see, it went nowhere near the goal-posts, but, 
the goal umpire happened to be an Irish sympathizer - in 
fact he was one of the leading Irish citizens in Toronto 
of that day. Up went his hand. The onlookers gasped. 

He had given the victory to the visiting team. Then a 
roar answered his action, but the goal umpire did not wait 
to explain his decision. He left the fence and fled for 397 
his life followed by a mob of indignant Toronto supporters. 


The "baggy stick'', having loose lacing, allowed the ball to be caught 
728 


and carried more easily. 

These changes in the rules and equipment were introduced across 
Canada and, by May 5, 1900, Winnipeg were using C.L.A. rules, goal nets 
and "baggy sticks", /7? This indicated the progressive nature of the 
game in the Prairies and, at the Western Canada Lacrosse Association's 
annual meeting in 1900, held in Winnipeg, there were representatives from 
twelve areas. At the meeting it was decided to admit St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, thus making the W.C.L.A. an international organization. At 
that time it controlled more territory than any other association in 


430 Further West, lacrosse continued to increase its popularity 


and in 1900 it was a major summer sport in Saskatchewan and wiyeveare | 


existence. 


although most of the games were challenges rather than regular Cig: Pétion />* 


12] bred Jacob, ''Is Lacrosse What it Used to Be", Macleans Magazine, 
July 15, 1926Sp.10; 


se P. Davis,''A Historv of Lacrosse in Canada,' Unpublished 
paper, Queen's University, Kingston, December 14, 1962, p.17. 


Ley ace vobis Free Press, May 5, 1900. 


0m id. , May“1, 1900. 


Blinis refers to the area which is now Alberta and Saskatchewan. 


732pdmonton Bulletin, April 13, 1900. 
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In British Columbia the game was very popular and well estab- 
lished. In 1900 there were three professional and numerous amateur 
teams, with crowds of up to 15,000 attending some of the professional 
~ ALES British Columbia proved its superiority when the New 
Westminster "Salmon Bellies", the Pacific Coast champions, toured the 
East in 1900. They were unbeaten in all six matches, except for a 4-4 
draw with Toronto, / 7. Later, the W.C.L.A. champions, Winnipeg, urls 
trip to the west coast and New Westminster defeated them twice,11-0 and 


is 
10-3, Z° while the visitors defeated Vancouver, 4-2, before 8,000 


enna 7° 


In 1900, even though the game was very popular and championships 
were conducted at the Senior, Intermediate and Junior levels, there was 


not much effort as yet to introduce the game into schools. The Toronto 


Lacrosse Club gave medals to encourage the game in public eeuari ea 


while Winnipeg organized a juvenile league consisting of Winnipeg, 


738 


Tusslers, West End and St. Joseph School. Apart from these two 


occurrences little else was done in that area, 
For lacrosse, 1900 ended on a very sad note. On December 26, Dr. 
W. George Beers died in his Montreal home of heart trouble at 57 years 


of age. The Globe, in paying its last tribute, said "he might fairly be 


133 ycNaught, Opseclivny P adhe 


734 the Globe and Mail, August 23, to September 4, 1900. 


’3>5Manitoba Free Press, October 3,.and October .8, 1900. 


736tbhid., October 5, 1900. 


’37 the Globe and Mail, April 2, 1900. 


ek Pea Free Press, May 3, 1900. 
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called the father of lacrosse owing to the great interest he took in the 
game", 

The Minto Cup for amateur participants was donated by the Governor- 
General of Canada, Earl Minto, in 1901. On Friday, 20th September, the 
Earl and Duchess of Minto, along with the Duke and Duchess of York 
(later to become King George V and Queen Mary) and 8,000 spectators 
witnessed the first match at Ottawa. Ottawa Capitals defeated Cornwall, 


3-2,to become the first holders of this trophy, emblematic of the Senior 


Champions of edundaolun The Duke, who had placed the ball for the opening 


face-off and who later awarded the Cup, was presented with the ball used 


in the match as well as a beautiful lacrosse Stiex (/41 


The Ottawa Capitals continued their success when they defeated 


the New York Crescents 7-3 at the 1901 Pan American Exhibition in 


Buffalo, to win the North American Championship) /*4 In the West, Winnipeg 


retained their W.C.L.A. championship as lacrosse started a period of great 


743 


popularity in this area. It was reported that Winnipeg had 400 players 


in 32 teams taking part in seven leagues in the 1901 Se asowe! ** This 


number included the two new school leagues which were formed under the 


patronage of Manitoba's Lieutenant-Governor McMillian, who presented 


ore Globe and Mail, December 27, 1900. 


OOO oad t September 21, 1901. 


iV paateoua Free Press, September 21, 1901. 


El pap, Weyand, and M.R. Roberts, The Lacrosse Story, (Baltimore, 
Maryland: H, and A, Herman, 1967), p.46. ~ 

oS are Vellathottam, "A History of Lacrosse in Canada Prior to 
1914", Unpublished M.A, thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
1968, p.98. 


M4Tne Globe and Mail, April 23, 1901 
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a trophy for the Senior School Champions. Argyle School were the first 


holders of the McMillian Cup, while Carlton School won the Junior 


divisiomi4 


The Medicine Hat Lacrosse Club, in 1901, strongly advocated the 
formation of two leagues in the West, owing to the continual arrival of 
eastern players. These were: the Northwest League, comprising Medicine 


Hat, Edmonton, Calgary, Macleod and Lethbridge; and the Eastern League, 


with Moose Jaw, Regina, Indian Head and Wotfeley tat? 


In British Columbia, New Westminster continued their dominance 
and, indeed, continued to do so up to the First World War. During that 


period they won the championship each year except for 1904 and 1911, when 


Vancouver won, and shared first place with Vancouver in 1903, /47 


Problems were still evident in the East over rising professionalism, 


and the New Ontario Lacrosse Association was formed, using the con- 


stitution of the old hearpeke te This did not indicate that the 


popularity of the game was waning, because the C.L.A. reported its 


membership to be 93 clubs, with 1,600 dembears thie The Globe reported 


that the official ball for the 1901 season would be made of white 
Phspseete? Another article which demonstrated the game's popularity was 


as follows: 


fee art obs Free Press, October 25, 1901. 


196 ma tan toll Bulletin, April 5, 1901. 


TA fae Bai and Roberts, op.cit., p.44. 


748rne Daily Star, April 24, 1901. 
749 ve11athottam, op.cit., p.84. 


Ome Globe and Mail, April 23, 1901. 
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A special consignment by the Express of China was made 
on Monday of three dozen lacrosse sticks and one dozen 
balls to Mr. Kunisawa, who is a member of the Imperial 
Court of Japan. He was_a student at Yale and McGill and 
played lacrosse there. 
The Toronto team made a very successful tour of the British Isles 
in 1902, winning all their sixteen games, scoring 190 goals while having 


only 68 scored against bitte, Ps The tour was a financial success and 


753 


the team received the highest praise from various sources. Some of 
the most interesting aspects of the tour were: in the third game against 
a South of England team, one of their opponents was J.J. Cawthara, a 
prominent Canadian player who was studying at Cambridge University - the 
final score was 13-3; the Duke of Argyle's South of England team match 
was played at Lords, before the King,the Prince of Wales and 10,000 
spectators, and the gate receipts were a record $15,000 (score 11-3); and 
two matches were played in Ireland against County Down and Belfast./>4 
The Montreal Shamrocks won the Minto Cup, in 1902, by beating the 
New Westminster club,6-1 and 5-2,in their two games at Montreal. This 
was the start of four years of dominance for this team, which has been 
described as "the greatest lacrosse club in the history of the sport", />> 


The Shamrocks retained the Minto Cup until 1906, when the Ottawa Capitals 


were to regain the title, only to lose it back to the Montreal club in 


756 


1907. Canadian supremacy in lacrosse was further demonstrated when 
foeToia May 16 oO 152 1h4d., MBYS19, 1902. 


23the Daily Star, April 15, 1902, 


igethe Globe wand MailssApril/asocto. May! 19) 1902. 


13 Weyand, and Roberts, op.cit., p.46. 


igovettathothan. Opeeltve. Pp. 92. 
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the University of Toronto's team defeated a Johns Hopkins University 12 at 
Baltimore 6-2, to win the North American Inter-collegiate Championship 
before a crowd of 5,000 Rae 

Lacrosse continued its progress in Manitoba and, in 1902, Mr. 
Chipman of the Hudson's Bay Company donated a trophy for compe tition 
between the Winnipeg and St. Paul's teams. The Winnipeg Shamrocks won 
the cup in its first year of competition. /?8 The school league in 
Winnipeg, one of the reasons for that city's success in lacrosse, had, 
in that season, five senior and ten junior teams competing./>” 
Further west, the game was not reaching the heights proposed by Medicine 
Hat in the previous year - matches were still of an irregular challenge 
nature as the sought-after leagues had not become a realteren 

In 1903, an English College lacrosse team, made up of Oxford and 
Cambridge University players, toured Eastern Canada. Their first game 
was against the University of Toronto's team, which was led by J.J. 
Cawthara (who had played against Toronto in England in 1902) and Varsity 


won 11-9, 761 


The Englishmen defeated Orillia and Bracebridge but lost to the 
62 
Gravenhurst, Toronto and Ottawa feane In May, the University of 


Toronto's team made a successful tour to the United States, where they 


won all their matches and retained the North American Inter-collegiate 


: 763 
title. 
42’ the Globe and Mail, June.12,.1902. 
759 
63 sani tobs Free Press, October 8, 1902. Tbid papell iz o02- 


Be eae snton Bulletin, August 11, 1902. 


b6lan. Globe and Mail, July 3, 1903. 


82 ids. July,7,.£0 August 8,,..1903. 


463 rhe Daily Staz,.qune 1], 1903, 
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The Montreal Shamrocks, after defeating Brantford 12-8 to retain 
the Minto dup fos made a successful tour into the United States, and one 
of the best matches was an 11-9 win over the Seattle me dent Oe Vancouver 
and New Westminster teams continued to publicize the sport by playing 
exhibition games in San Francisco and other major American erie aid °F 

Membership in the C.L.A. continued to increase and, at the 
annual convention in 1903, 125 clubs were represented which was a marked 
increase from the 93 clubs in the organization the previous year ,/67 
The Winnipeg Shamrocks was again the leading team in the W.C.L.A. when 

it retained the Drewry Cup for the Provincial Championship by defeating 
Souris 12-4, and the Chipman Cup, for International competition, against 
St. Paul. ice 

Canada, in 1904, won the gold medal at the St. Louis Olympic 
Games, when the Western Canada Champions, the Winnipeg Shamrocks, 
defeated the St. Louis Amateur Athletic Association, 8-2,/07 The Sham- 
rocks were chosen to represent Canada because most of the Eastern senior 
teams had been declared professional. This occurred when only three of 
Toronto's twenty-four players were considered EC be amateurs. Con- 


sequently the C.A.A.U. professionalized the five C.L.A. senior teams 


plus Orillia. The N.A.L.U., in retaliation, terminated its affiliation 


with the eee pee President Nixon, of the W.C.L.A. summed up the 
TON te Globe and Mail, July 6, 1903. 
TOS iS dt, Cmcgbaetht peLsdae 6 rsa, 
767 


Ibid., April 10, 1903. 
Oe Mantras Free Press, August 28, 1903. 
10? pamon tors Bald CAneeAT LYE Gem 904: 


Orne Globe and Mail, April 26, to August 24, 1904. 
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situation when he said, ''the game is really professional there and 


ought to be openly so. 


The result of these actions was that the Minto Cup was held by 
a professional organization and was to so remain until the war years, 
when competition was abandoned. Two teams made overseas trips in 1904. 


The Ottawa Capitals played a series of exhibition games in England and 


772 


a’ ¢.u.A. All-Star” team made sag buich wisi Gato Aus tna lia. The 


University of Toronto was unable to retain its North American Inter- 


collegiate Championship in 1904 and was beaten by Swarthmore University 


of the United peat i 


On the Prairies games were being played, but still of a challenge 
variety. Edmonton, Strathcona, Leduc and Red Deer played six games each, 


with Edmonton winning all but Pe Further south Medicine Hat, 


Calgary and Cranbrook were playing irregular matches.//? 


The C.L.A., in 1905, announced several rule changes, the most 
important being: 


1. The field captain system was abolished. 

2. Players were not allowed to change clubs during the 
season. 

3. The president of the association was given the power 
to appoint the referees. 

4. A player striking another on the head accidentally or 
otherwise was to be sent off the field for a period of 
at least five minutes and if the butt end of the stick 
was used the period was fifteen minutes or more. 


iil iad) “peeember 64-1904. 


Lie M. Law, "The Development of Lacrosse in Canada'', Unpublished 
paper at The University of Alberta, Edmonton, January, 1969, p.17. 


[3 rhe Daily Star, June 3, 1904. 


eS Le Bulletin, September 21, 1904. 
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Bie. 15. The Capital Lacrosse Team, September 1901, with the 
Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York in the 
Pavilion, Ottawa. 





Fig. 16. A Lacrosse match at Fort Saskatchewan in 1905, 
between the Militiamen from Strathcona and an 
Edmonton team. 
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5. The Senior series was placed on a professional basis, 
although amateurs were allowed to participate in 
matches without imperilling their status as such. 
Professional players were prohibited from playing in 
the intermediate and junior series and the following 
definition of an amateur was accepted: 

An amateur is one who has never competed for a money 
prize or monetary consideration, or for any wage or 
stake bet, who has never engaged in, assisted in, or 
taught any athletic exercise, as a means of pecuniary 
gain, and who has never taken part in any competition 
with anyone who is not an amateur. Exception: That 
amateur athletes shall not lose their amateur status, 
by competing with or against professionals in 
lacrosse matches for which no money prizes are given, 
or in championship SE eo permitted by a 
lacrosse association. / 6 


That same season the N.A.L.U. adopted the system of two referees 


777 and decided to remain affiliated with the 


778 


in order to stop rough play 
C.A.A.U. when they were allowed to play with or against professionals. 
Later, in 1905, the C.L.A. also adopted the two-referee system in the 
samb- final ex'!? 
Many predicted that professionalism would harm the game, but it 
appeared that this was not the case. It was apparent that the professional 
game, by setting a high standard of play, stimulated amateurs to improve 
their game in order to qualify for a place on the senior team. This 
influenced the game because the individual was less important, and team 
play was paramount, as the game became more scientific. /80 High school 
leagues became prominent in the East and in Toronto - Jarvis, Parkdale 


781 
and Technical High Schools were competing in 1905. 





170 ie Daily Star, April 22, 1905. 


77Ione Globe and Mail, May 22, 1905. 


O7eebbd, odunet27,p1909, ered hueust. 31,1905. 
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780vcNaught, op.cit., p.ll. 


78lthe Globe and Mail, April 11, 1905. 
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This new expansion was evident in Manitoba when the W.C.L.A. 
announced that their Intermediate series would comprise 21 teams divided 
into five divisions, while the Senior City League would have four teams - 
Winnipeg, Mintos, Brandon and Sept eee In 1905 the game was also 
played in the Western Canada College in Chipaty do? 

The N.A.L.U., in 1906, dropped the word ''Amateur" from its title 

to become the National Lacrosse Union, with the following clubs: 
Shamrocks of Montreal; Capitals of Ottawa; Montreal Club of Montreal; 
Nationals of Montreal; Cornwalls of Cornwall; Tecumsehs of Toronto; and 
Torontos of Paromtietee Even the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association - 
a bastion of amateurism - reported in 1906 that they favoured "legislation 
permitting amateurs and professionals to meet in all team games’, /89 

In April, 1906, the North Saskatchewan League was formed with 


teams from Prince Albert, Rosthern and Saskatoon, /©° Regina was admitted 


to the W.C.L.A. Senior series, which that year was won by eS eealio an 

Souris challenged the Ottawa Capitals for the Minto Cup and, after being 

defeated 10-2 by the champions, decided against a second game and returned 
788 


to Winnipeg. In Edmonton, Alberta College organized a team and played 


, 789 ; : 
the Strathcona Intermediates, while the Strathcona Senior team made a 


Eo Mantteba Free Press, May 27, 1905. 





eye Institute, Calgary, photograph number NA-729-2. 


Tae Daily Star, April 26, 1906. 


185he Globe and Mail, April 23, 1906. 


180 Tete thottam, Op<chtr, 1p.67. 


iS) eee OD sCLGs sa Ditels 
Se ent Toba Free Press, July 4, 1906. 


oo eamenton Bulletin, April 27, 1906. 
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tour west ,late in the 1906 season. They were beaten by Vancouver's 
Mount Pleasant 14-4 and drew with Revelstoke, but were able to defeat 
Kamloops, ee Pe 

In 1906 the Ottawa Capitals regained the Minto Cup which they had 
first won in 1901 and, early in 1907, they left Canada to tour England. 
They won all of their games with the exception of a draw in the final 
game against grcelnat aie a The same season a C,.L.A. "All-Star" team was 
chosen to tour Australia. On their way to Toe eee the All-Star team 
played many teams across the country including: Beaverton at Orillia; 
Port Arthur; Winnipeg; Regina, a rising power in lacrosse which defeated 
the tourists 9-2; Moose Jaw; Calgary; New Westminster, which gave warning 
of their impending dominance by crushing the All-Starts 17-0; Vancouver ; 
and Dake a 

The tour was a decided success. The Canadians played eleven games, 
winning all except one against the All-Australian twelve, which they lost 
5-3. They played games in Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia, 
Victoria, Western Australia, Perth and the Gold Fields, and scored 117 
goals ,with only 32 being scored against cee The most exciting game 
was in the last "Test Match'' in Adelaide before 10,000 spectators - rough 
play caused two Canadians and one Australian to be "sent off". The 


794 
Australians, even with a man advantage, were defeated 6-4. 


PR ia. October 11, 1906. 


TP  esand, and Roberts, op.cit., p.47. 


Pn. Daily Star, June 7, to June 12, L907. 
Pea ront on Bulletin, September 17, 1907. 
794 


The Globe and Mail, August 19, 1907. 
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In 1907 the game in the Prairies became very active. The 
Saskatchewan Lacrosse Association was Someday o along with the Alberta 
Lacrosse Association, which was divided into two districts. The first 
district comprised Medicine Hat, Lethbridge and High River, and the 
second district had teams from Calgary, Edmonton and Seating a 
Calgary were the eventual winners of the Alberta Championship when they 
defeated Lethbridge 3-0 in the Peta 

The W.C.L.A., at their annual convention in 1907, could only 


attract 25 representatives, which appeared to indicate a loss of interest 


, ; 798 : é : 
in the Manitoba area. This, in fact, was not the case, as the Manitoba 


Amateur Athletic Association organized a body in Winnipeg to control the 


spread of professionalism in that eas aad One of the teams which pre- 


cipitated this action was the Regina team (admitted to the W.C.L.A. in 
1906) which Drake describes as "a pseudo-amateur lacrosse team which 


imported such eastern all-stars as 'Newsy' Lalonde and were unbeaten 


800 
W.C.L.A, champions for three years (1907-9)". 


In 1908, Canada captured her second gold medal for lacrosse at 


801 
the London Olympic Games, by defeating England 14-10. This was 


Canada's first authentic representative team and consisted of: 4-Montreal 


Shamrocks; 2-New Westminster; 2-Montreal; 1-St. Catherines; 1-Dufferin; 


"Basad toha Free Press, April 18, 1907. 


128 Baonton Bulletin, May 28, 1907. 


"hesia September 26, 1907. 


Get robs Free Press, March 30, 1907. 


79Begid. May 1..1907, Be hieet oaceits. pr ial, 


BO Late Globe and Mail, October 26, 1908. 
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1-National; 1-Cornwall; 1-Capital; 1-Calgary; and 1-Young Toronto 
Charlie Querrie, Tecumseh's famous coach, rated the 44 year old Alex 
Turnbull of New Westminster as the best player in the world (he was 
centre for the Canadiansyo°o” 

British Columbia, in 1908, was very strong in lacrosse. They had 
a Senior Amateur League with four teams, which competed for the Pacific 
Coast be Svar ehnare S06: as well as their three team professional league, 
which New Westminster dominated. In July, the New Westminster Salmon- 
bellies defeated the Montreal Shamrocks in Montreal, 6-5 and 6-2, to win 
the Minto Cope This was retained until 1914, with the exception of 
1911 when Vancouver were able to bolster their team with such players as 
"Newsy" Lalonde, ''Bones'' Allen, Spike Hennessy (in 1909), Harry Griffiths, 
Johnny Howard, Harry Pickering and Billy West (in 1910) and consequently 
defeated the Sci nsie oe Popes eat 

On the Prairies, Calgary won the Alberta Championship, and the de 
Vebber Shield, for the second year, by defeating Medicine Hat panel! 
In Winnipeg the Fort William, Port Arthur and Winnipeg clubs formed a 


808 
semi-professional league. Even the Intermediate league of the C.L.A. 


had become professional and, in an attempt to prevent importation of 





erent: and Roberts, op.cit., p.48. 


803the Daily Star, July 9, 1908. 


04 
Boam, op.cit., p.465. 
OF ite Globe and Mail, July 29, 1908. 


OS rather, Op,cits, p, 130. 


ee EEtnon ten Bulletin, August 14, 1908. 


a pana tobe Free Press, April 18, 1908. 
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players, a residence rule was introduced, which required a player to 
reside in the district from January lst before he could play ona beans o°? 


The University of Toronto lacrosse team was successful in regaining the 


North American Inter-collegiate Championship in 1908 when it defeated 
Johns Hopkins University .°!9 
In 1909 the 'Varsity'' team again won the Intercollegiate title by 
defeating Swarthmore College of Popes tans ko and the C.L.A. added a 
Juvenile section to its competitions for players 17 years and under 
(teams were yey a The New Westminster team received two 
challenges for the Minto Cup. In May, 1909, it defeated the W.C.L.A. 


champions, Regina, eek ae and five weeks later beat Tecumsehs 6-4 and 


6-5 to retain the Eilene ec These two games were an obvious success 
because the Edmonton Bulletin reported that each team received $3,014 
from the gate receipts of the two games. 

Sir Donald Mann, builder of the Canadian Northern Railway, in 1910 
donated a trophy valued at $2,500, which was to be emblematic of the 
Canadian Senior Amateur Championships and which took the place of the 

816 


Minto Cup. The Mann Cup was to be competed for on a challenge basis, 


and was first won by the Young Toronto team when they defeated the 


81 
Vancouver Athletic Club in Toronto. ; This new Cup seemed to spark a 





50° me Daily Star, April 18, 1908. oO odd, ieee eos 
SIT jowell and Howell, op.cit., p.30/. 
812 che Globe and Mail, April 10, 1909. 
yid., May 22, 1909. oN id. June 30, 1909. 


8155 dmonton Bulletin, July) 1,) 1909. 


Bernie and Roberts, op,cit.; p.52, 


ee via Globe and Mail, October 3, 1910. 
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new enthusiasm in amateur, and especially school, lacrosse. Fred W. 
Thompson, of the Torontos, presented sufficient sticks for four school- 
boy ea while in Montreal 1,800 lacrosse sticks were presented to 
public school ay eee A further 1,800 sticks were distributed by 
Lou Solman of the Tecumsehs to Toronto's juvenile organizations; °° 
The British Columbia Amateur Lacrosse Association decided, in 
1910, it would retain its title even though it was a professional 


organization. °*! 


This Association also decided to abolish the "judge of 
play" in lacrosse, thus giving the referee full control of the game. 
An interesting situation arose in British Columbia in 1910 when Vancouver 
were strengthening their team in an attempt to defeat their old rivals - 
New Westminster. One of the new "players'' Vancouver acquired was the 
ex-heavyweight World Champion boxer, Tommy Burns (who had played lacrosse 
in his youth for the Galt team). New Westminster protested on the grounds 
that he was not on the field as a lacrosse player but as the one-time 
heavyweight champion, which would lower the standard of the game and 
make a burlesque of Mie The protest was dismissed, and New Westminster 
retained their British Columbia championship and the Minto Cup by 
defeating the Montreal Royals. 11,56/ spectators paid to witness their 
824 


first game. 


Tommy Burns became enthusiastic over the possibilities of lacrosse 


, S18ihid., April 20, 1910. cei ipid waned oa iold. 
8201bid., April 29, 1910. S21 ibid., April 13, 1910. 
Bl aipide Bpetl 24-10 10), 
2a manta Bulletin, September 3, 1910. 

824 


The Globe and Mail, July 25, 1910. 
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and it was reported that he was organizing a Canadian Indian team to 


tour Mistealie®2? 


- but this did not eventuate. On the Prairies the 
game showed signs of losing its popularity and, in 1910, the Alberta 
Amateur Lacrosse Association only had three senior teams in its com- 
petition - Calgary, High River and Lethbridge, while Edmonton and 

Strathcona played only exhibition games and Taber and Lethbridge had 


Intermediate reeinbod 20 


827 


The High River team eventually won the Alberta 
Championship. 


In 1910 the lacrosse club of St. Paul, Minnesota ,challenged for 


the Minto Cup, but were declared ineligible under the Cup's role sues? 


The N.L.U. hired a secretary to do most of the Association's wore 


Two new trophies were introduced: the Globe Shield for the Senior 


CoS As Chapa henape? © and the Solman Trophy, to replace the Minto Cup 


(in the peat)Roor In 1911 the N.L.U. decided that their President should 


also be paid in order to do a more efficient uoba Ok 
Professionalism continued to grow in the East and British Columbia, 

but appeared to be losing favour on the Prairies. In 1911 an inter- 

association professional league was Fovneaies? which later that year 


became the Dominion Lacrosse Union (Big Four) with Torontos and Tecumsehs 


of Toronto and the Irish-Canadians and Nationals of Montreal. Each team 





825 


pbid ./AUgus tec elo lur 
826 ; 

Edmonton Bulletin, May 2, 1910. 
Bel tan hee Institute, Calgary, photograph number NA-1105-6. 
828 


The Globe and Mail, March 3, 1910. 


et (IER Bulletin, February 10, 1910. 


831 
Ba OTe Globe and Mail, September 26, 1910. Lbid.,. October.3,1910. 


Cae stam Jamiarye23,, 1oLL. eae Th idle April 24. 1911, 
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signed a $5,000-5 year bond and the game was to be ten men per team played 


m a field 100 yards long (reduced from 120 yards) ,with substitutions being 


allowed during the eeuehicn 


In an attempt to combat the spread of professionalism, the Ontario 
Lacrosse Association was formed in 1911 by Brantford, Galt, Guelph, Brampton, 


Fergus and Elora, when they broke away from the C.L.A. The Winnipeg 


Le ee ‘ ; 835 
Lacrosse Association was formed to foster junior and juvenile lacrosse. 


Lacrosse in Saskatchewan and Alberta, at the amateur level, was also 


progressing. Edmonton reorganized their senior club for provincial 


836 


competition, while Calgary had ten teams in its school league,which 


played for the renewed Barney Collinson Taig 4. Lacrosse, in 29118 


was receiving very good coverage in the French-Canadian newspapers in 


; , , 838 
Montreal, and Toronto increased their school league to eighteen teams. 


Tommy Burns continued to capture attention. After watching the 
Central Y.M.C.A. and Saint Mary's teams play in a city league game in 
Calgary, he commented that "this city will be the centre of lacrosse from 


the Rockies to the Great Lakes. I am game to put up $10,000 to get the 


Minto Gane But the Minto Cup was not destined to leave British 


Columbia. Vancouver, in 1911, finally defeated New Westminster to win 


ean beabs Free Press, November ..22, 1911. 


ao rere Aprils 19iL. 


ORL gt say warn Bulletin, March 31, 1911. 


Bhacere trae Free Préss, ‘April 5, 91. 


eat Globe and Mail, April 12, 1911. 


hs EMER Free Press, June 7, 1911. 
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840 


the Minto Cup and, later in that season, was successful against the 


challenging Tecumsehs by seven goals to three (each won a game). As 
further evidence of their dominance over Canadian lacrosse, the Vancouver 


Athletic Club challenged for the Mann Cup and defeated the Young Torontos, 


7-2 and 2-1l,in nerentose The Mann Cup was to remain on the West Coast 


until 1926 with teams such as Vancouver, New Westminster, Coughlans of 
Vancouver and the Foundation Club of Victoria. 

By 1912, amateur lacrosse had reached such a state of dis- 
organization and confusion in its ranks that the A.A.U.of C. took steps 
to form a national governing body. At the annual meeting the following 
notice was moved by Mr. Crow and seconded by Dr. Johnson: 


That representatives from the different provinces 
meet on Monday and take up this question of forming a 
national governing body for lacrosse, with Mr. Oppen- 
heimer acting as chairman_and Mr. Trivett secretary of 
the committee. - Carried.® 


The ''Monday'' meeting must have been very successful because the Canadian 


Amateur Lacrosse Association was formed, with Mr. Oppenheimer of Victoria, 


Bretisn*Cohimbta, “as “its first presi dnereese 


Joe Lally of Cornwall, one of the Mann Cup Trustees, in 1912 
started on a crusade across Canada in an effort to revive the amateur 
game. It was his desire to see schoolboys across the nation playing 


1 aves obese Lally was the first white man to be involved in the manu- 


840 
The Globe and Mail, September 18, 1911. 


oe ra Ostebers 9.519115 


Pe ent and Howell, loc.cit. 


a miter of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the A,A.U.of C., p.52. 
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B44 he Globe and Mail, November 26, 1912. 


SP andi-oba Free Press, September 20, 1912. 
























an 08 


. = 
Jeesonua esw ,nossse Jedd ni yetel .b quo oon 


_(sme9 8 now dops) ssid 03 Blsog aevee yd enloamuosT sein giat ie 


toal netbsas>) revo sorenimob rredi Io sonsbive Tendo? 


1 A tneteb ban qu) ans odd Yo? begreligio dvld otsetdA 
ts 
fad BY a! — i 
93 saw qo cosM SAT ~*~ osnoxeT wt f-S bas 2 
ut | sovvoonsV es dove emeet dikw d8el: Lise 
ati0j0irV to duID noktabnvcl edi ete sovuoon 
5 a 
ete 8 dove bedoses bsd sesoton! swetems (SI@f ¥é 
: ° . : f. (ae ° 
J 1 jedi edasy 231 at sotevioos Bas molsesiag, 
: sunas of7 3A .vbod gaimtevog Isnoliaa 8 mio X 
‘ 7 ‘a 
. . ~ < J 
eendol .10 vd bsbrosse bas wor) .3M yd bevom saw. exhie 
nen tle ; : — 
abvota Jnetsttib add mot} esviisinsestqet JedT <~ 
imzot to noltasup etda qu sided bas yabooM ao 399m 
IM dite yzsotos! to? yhod gatatsveg Isnoltisa” 
te39198 jevixT .IM bas nentado #8 gntios toniod © 
Me : ‘ 
E88 potyie9 - . esti immos sit 
i - —~oak aged 4 in mi<ez st. 7! wt 
3 a v4 m8SsCc0 SVhi 7euG: & 1359 VaDNG. a 
att miotitreqqO .3M mdiw ,bserro? eew nolieisoeeA seso7Tss.! aoe 


sasbieortd Jerk? ett iticinneaa 
Cte! mt .ese2eu7TT quD onaM 9f3 2o ono i igwntod io air 


boty 


qusdema of? ovivet 09 t10its os nt shane) 820728 shseuts ‘e no by 
a fi / 


pes nolvas = e80198 ayodfoorse 258 og silesb etd enw. a, 


er 
- 5 922) f 


) ane od iN Ds a ott aw heer ag 
7 ,* Cees, ee 


é 
2 








baud 
ast 


= c — 
r 


156 
facture of lacrosse sticks. He had a factory on the St. Regis Reserve 
on Cornwall Island at which only Indians of the reserve were employed. 
In 1930 Lally sold the factory to its present owner, Colin dist sholond 
Joe Lally, a controversial figure, was connected with lacrosse for over 
half a century and also held the position of Mayor of Cornwall for 
several years. 

The Vancouver Athletics were challenged twice for the Mann Cup in 
1912. They defeated the Winnipeg C.N.R. team by 47 goals to 7 in the 
two canter! and later disposed of St. Catherines, 34 goals to 1 gue 

tmerol. the C.A.U,A, made’ its first report to the A.A.U.of C. 
annual meeting and amateur lacrosse, for the first time in many years, 
appeared to be united. The report produced the following information. 
The two organizations in Ontario, the C.L.A. and 0.L.A., were united to 
form the Ontario Amateur Lacrosse Association which affiliated with the 
C.A.L.A,. Lacrosse in British Columbia, it was stated, was in a very 
strong position and representatives had expressed a desire to affiliate. 
Alberta was not well organized but there was a Provincial league and in 
1913 the Calgary Chinooks defeated High River 3-1 to win the title. 
Saskatchewan was well organized under the leadership of Reverend A.E. 
Hayden (Vice-President of the A.L.A.), and they wished to affiliate. 
Their championship was won by the Kerrobert team. Manitoba had some 


lacrosse but their organization was poor. In the Maritime Provinces, 


"the game is not played there at all''. Quebec had no strictly amateur 





Sth ara. op.cit., p.44. 


Siiaad bibs Free Press, September 20, 1912. 
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governing body and the N.L.U. looked after all Tee anak Such was 
the A.A.U.of C. summary. 

Manitoba did show a high degree of organization in its school's 
leagues, where thirty teams were playing in senior, intermediate and 
junior uaieiie. ob The Young Conservatives won the Manitoba Champion- 
ship and challenged for the Mann are eek Winnipeg was the scene.of a 
meeting between the two professional leagues in 1913. The DL Aad 
the Pacific Coast leagues met and decided to reduce salaries for that 
ee The D.L.A.. was, later. incorporated and had a capital stock of 
§20,000.°°> 

In January of 1914 Joe Lally started his campaign to revive “ehe 
national pastime" and spent a fortune on his gece By March he was 
in the West where he organized 150 school teams,which he expected to 
raise to 400 before he retnea 

At the 0.A.L.A's first annual meeting in April, 1914, they decided 
to have ten-a-sideteams and only allowed substitution in the senior 


leagues of their 66 affiliated plea oc The C.A.L.A. announced that they 


now had 243 clubs in their ea on In the West, at a meeting in 





849, s nutes of the.1913. Annual Meeting of the A,A,U,of C., pp.59-60. 


BO tanitoha Free Press, June 18, 1913. 
Sah ta August 23, 19131. go orpiaw Aptila ye 1913. 


853nne Globe and Mail, April 19, 1913. 


854;5ia., January 21, 1914. 
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SoS ramcnton Bulletin, April 8, 1914. 


8566 Globe and Mail, April 11, 1914. 


olieta.’ April 27,°1914. 
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Brandon, the Manitoba Amateur Lacrosse Association was formed (Joe Lally 
was present and helped get it started) with Dr. V.E. Latimer of Brandon 
as their first wiesidede, 354 The Alberta A.L.A. followed the example of 
the East and changed to ten-a-side but decided to allow substitutes in 
all divisions up to the end of the third quarter, for injured ppararwet ? 

The First World War produced many changes in the game. By 
August, 1914, the 90th Battalion team in Winnipeg won the Manitoba 
Championship and decided to challenge Victoria for the Mann Cup, but 
were called into action before the games could be shay dean In Calgary, 
lacrosse matches were permitted on the "Lord's Day'' because the proceeds 
went into the Patriotic Funds , °°! The Calgary Chinooks, Alberta Cham- 
pions, unsuccessfully challenged Vancouver for the Mann Cup, but were 
later awarded the Cup by the Trustees because Vancouver used ineligible 
2) ee 

In 1915 the game gradually succumbed to the pressures of war, as 
the rifle replaced the lacrosse stick. The game was still popular at the 
school and junior level, while challenge matches were occasionally played 
in senior divisions. Owen Sound reported that it had twelve school and 
three 0.A.L.A. teams in 1915, and much credit was given to Joe iaiayt °°? 


The Carlisle Indians sent a team to play the University of Toronto and 


defeated them 5-0 later that persicae OOtt but the oldest lacrosse 
858 ani toba Free Press, April 25, 1914. 


8596 Globe and Mail, April 28, 1914. 


oot enitona Free Press, August 8, 1914. 

Bone Globe and Mail, September 17, 1914. 
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organization in Canada - the Toronto League - could not operate in the 
1915 sciowae 

The Prairies were able to keep the game going with spasmodic 
matches in 1915, but by 1916 no lacrosse, either amateur or professional, 
was being played at the national level. The Minto Cup was discontinued 
while the Mann Cup became a local, West Coast as eee OP Army teams 
kept the game alive, as many regiments formed teams and played matches 
overseas. 

In 1916 an international professional lacrosse league was proposed 
on the West Coast and was to be called the Pacific Coast Lacrosse 
Association, with teams from Vancouver, New Westminster, Victoria, Seattle, 
Portland and Spolanics Res In 1919 this league started and the Minto Cup 
was their aim, but public interest had turned to other spe dealer Matches 
such as, the "Old Timers" (players of ten years previously or more) being 
defeated by the Victoria Wanderers 6-4, at Winnipeg's Wesley College 
grounds before 2,500 spectators, were common during those troubled 
Bpathobe: 

After the war the professional teams found it very difficult to 
obtain players, but this was not the case for the amateurs as school 


leagues had been continued in some areas. The Mann Cup was competed for 


in 1918 when the Winnipeg Argonauts unsuccessfully challenged the Vancouver 





$05 nadnt June 4, 1915. 
66 : 
McNaught, op.cit., p./. 


O67 re Globe and Mail, May 9, 1916. 


S06 owald and Howell, op.cit., p.310.. 


8695 dntingbe Free Press, September 1, 1917. 
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Athletic Club, whichwon cemees The Mann Cup Trustees did not recognize 


this match and ordered the Cup to be turned over to the Calgary 
chineckeee 

By 1919, the game was being revived in a number of areas. In 
March, Winnipeg reported they had four senior teams and about thirty 
school Peau Edmonton had three city teams (Eskimos, South Side and 
Jesuit College), while Lethbridge and Medicine Hat both had strong teams, 
though Calgary was unable to field a Pecks In the East, Montreal 
reported a league with five senior iene while the 0.L.A. had 103 
teams in their senior, intermediate, juvenile, junior and midget 
ereieis 

A serious problem for amateur lacrosse arose in 1919. The C.A.L.A. 
wanted to control the Mann Cup - but the Trustees, with Joe Lally in 
charge, refused to ciorayne opie’ In order to combat this situation a 
tournament was arranged in Winnipeg with the top teams from five provinces 
taking part: Victoria Foundation, for British Columbia; Winnipeg, for 
Manitoba; Torontos, for Ontario; Edmonton, for Alberta; and Lawson for 
Saskatchewan. The final result was the Victoria Foundation team 


defeating Winnipeg,17-7, to capture the Canadian Amateur Chaneieneniess | 





870 871 


Ibid., September 2, 1918. Ibid., November 16, 1918. 
8) 2 oF al Apri i190, 1919. 
873 2 . 

Edmonton Bulletin, April 9, 1919. 
at irc, Apma lao, Lolo; 
875 s 

The Globe and Mail, May 23, 1919. 
Jcuneerecr of the 1919 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., pP.0. 
877 


Edmonton Bulletin, September 15, 1919. 
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Bair p17: Lionel Conacher Canada's greatest athlete of the 
lst half century and one of the leading lacrosse 
players of his time. 
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The Mann Cup was not accepted by the C.A.L.A. as an amateur 
trophy until after 1926, when it was turned over to the newly-formed 
Canadian Lacrosse Association. During this period the Mann Cup was 

eae : te 878 i 
competed for by the British Columbia Association. The Minto Cup 
followed a similar pattern, as it remained on the West Coast with the 
‘ : 879 
‘New Westminster team until 1934. 

Many reasons were advanced for the decline of lacrosse after the 
war. The returning "stars'' were, in many cases, too old to continue 
playing, and the amateur code did not allow former professionals to play 
in amateur leagues. Moreover, many spectators were not happy with the rough 

play which had developed in the game. Other sports, such as baseball, 
were rising in popularity and were depleting lacrosse of players and 
Spectators. The automobile and the motor cycle made other activities 
and places more desirable - ''weekend jaunts" and camping became 
880 2 , : 
popular. Each of these factors played its part in reducing lacrosse 


from a major Canadian sport to a minor, localized activity. 


Lawn Bowling 


At the beginning of the twentieth century lawn bowling was not a 
very popular sport in Canada. Lt was played mainly in Ontario,where in 


1900, the annual report of the Ontario Lawn Bowling Association (0.L.B.A.) 


stated that they had 25 affiliated elnbesc f It was reported that the 


882 : 
game was played in Winnipeg, but newspapers generally, prior to 1900, 


879 
Sean etnies petits. Paro. LOLG sn Pir O'« 


Eg Hewitt, Down the Stretch, (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 
1958)../ Ds Gute 3 


882 
BA Globe and Mail, July 11, 1900. Cox, Opweit., p.aLozs 


7 
a 
7” 
























; ' ~ mY 
no #23 .A,J.A.9 ofi yd bejqsoos jon saw qu onsM sdf 


Var 


t-viwsn sft oF toyvo benuus thw 92 nedw dS! 1e3is Ika Jamu xdqord 
ae 

M oft bolvsq etd ftul .oljntcooseA eavoron! asthe, 8D 

dmuIoD deltivad add yd 102 bes sama} 

T ls 46 olawet Ji ee ,nussieq ilimte 6 beni 


‘ i.’ 4 *) 
.#i2! Iijqu msei t9JanimiesW wel 


H = . - + . A 
> 9D } 101 Deonsvds siew enoessi yaa 


= : 
blo ¢ 8359 yosm ot .stow “ersje" gotnwiex sat amt 


=z 
“ iq temtot wolls Jom hIb sboo tweteme sd3 bos , go. ys 
. u : fa? 


eioisi2sg2 ynanm ,Isyos1oM ,esugesel we) ses, 


2 wort -sme2 sf3 ni booolayvsb bed dokd 7 


actosi gntselgsb stew bas yiizelugqog at gntelt oT: 
sbem sloys t630m slid bag sfidomosjus sxAT . 81035339q) 
¢ 


iso Soe “esinust Bbosdesw' <« slds2ztesb st06Om asoglg 


es oss 

tos! satoubs7 oi aii bsyelq g7603582 Bests Yo dosS  .2sleg 
7 he 

iisool ,1t0onim s 02 du0qe»nebbensd zohemvauen 
Sa 


antivos rw 


¢ Jom eew gnilwod awe! ysuines dselinew?-silt to. gatugiged siz 3A) 
® —— 





i oad n 
Sl svetiw,o:t23a0 nl yinisa bayai¢ esw il .sbsaqed ne oredt unluqeai 





. 


& NMS. oy noiteisaaGh goilwot mwal oL1otn0 ada’ 20 stoqat leunan sd: 


‘ais 007 bos ema ae: hes oh 


— f° m we - ae , folio : 


-, 
uy 






og 7 





162 
had shown little interest in lawn bowling, and it is possible that the 
game may have been played in other areas across Canada. 

The Walker Trophy had been established in 1892 for club con- 


883 


petition, and the 0.L.B.A. held its annual tournament at Niagara-on- 


pete, gence The Western Ontario Lawn Bowling Association also held an 


annual tournament, by 1900, in ibnden Fm During the period 1900 to 
1920 lawn bowling became more popular and developed a large following of 
enthusiasts. It received a better coverage in the newspapers, especially 
when international teams started to arrive in Canada, and Canadian tours 
of Great Britain were undertaken. The arrival of immigrants from the 
British Isles, where the game was very popular, did much to popularize 
and spread the activity. Even though many new rinks were developed in 
this time, most games had to be played on tennis courts and club 
petabe??s 

In 1900, the ninth Dominion Lawn Bowling Tournament was held on 
the lawns of the Royal Canadian Yacht Club on Toronto Island, and many 
spectators were reported to have watched the games. The "blue ribbon" 
lawn bowling event, the Walker Trophy, was won by the Victoria Club of 


Toronto by defeating the Chatham winks? Sed bao, The singles title was 


won by Mr. C.J. Leonard of the Victoria Clabes? 


The Western Ontario Association's Trophy was won by the Stratford 


oC tthe Glohe andi Mat miiieeroersas 
Coda», Jnisudd 25,900890. Pa rari. Alulay 12 21.7 .1900) 
886 


Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.291 


Oo tng Globe and Mail, July 20, 1900. 


888 inid., July 23,1900. 
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rink in 1900 when they defeated the Canada rink of Toronto ie ogae 
The Toronto Victoria club added the Ontario Trophy to their Walker 
Trophy, when they won the Niagara-on-the-Lake competition held on the 
Queen's Royal s8aén.°7° Probably the most enthusiastic competition 
took place in the final game of each season. This was the East versus 
West match, held in Toronto, and, in 1900, 52 rinks (208 players) from 
ten clubs took part, and the West won by 26 See 

In September, 1901, the new system of "points playing" was first 
tried on the lawns of the Granite and the Victoria clubs, and was announced 
to have been a great success. In this modern system "the points were 
new and more difficult to make than those used before", 892 Electric 
lights were first used to enable the game to be played until late in the 
evening in Peterborough that year. It was reported that only club 
matches had been played under these conditions as yet. butpit was ex- 
pected that challenge matches would be played at a later date. > This 
innovation spread quickly and, in 1902, Galt club reported the use of 
electric lights to lengthen their effective use of the aay © 

A group of Australian lewn bowlers visited Toronto in October, 
1901, and caused much discussion on the rules under which they played. 
The Scottish Lawn Bowling Association rules were used and these Tee 
from the local rules, particularly with respect to the "Jack" being driven 


out of bourdes During this time most of the clubs had tournaments, as 


B82tnid . July 27.1900, Buus) cust! 17, 1900. 
Batrhid,, Gctohan 8.1900, B92 Tbid., Beptember 6, 1901, 
893 


Ibid., September 11, 1901. ®41bid., April 9, 1902. 


S21 b14,. October 2, 1901. 
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this was the only means of inter-club activity, apart from the arranged 
challenge matches. For example, in 1902, the Granite Club's tournament 


attracted 43 rinks, with President C. Swabey of the Victoria Club even- 


tually winning Te0 


New clubs were constantly being formed because of the in- 
crease in the game's popularity. On April 12, 1902, the Kitchener club 


was organized with Judge Chisholm as President. The club's capital was 


fixed at $600 in $5 shares, and the annual fees were gay, 877 The Guelph 


Ladies' Bowling Club was re-organized the same yeary>?® and the Caer 


Howell Club announced that they were the oldest lawn bowling club in 
North Ame riicas? 72 
Rapid progress was being made in the game in Winnipeg in 1902. 
The season opened with the traditional President's versus the Vice- 
President's match, 229 Later in the season two rinks from Chicago and one 
from the North West Territories competed against two Winnipeg teams on 
the court-house green. The Chicago Wanderers Athletic Club were the 
eventual winners. °°! 
The first Canadian team of lawn bowlers (from Toronto) to visit 
902 


the British Isles left Montreal on May 25, 1904. The tour was success- 


ful, although they did not win many games. Their first win in England 
FOGLE June 122) 1902. 

tia Uttley, A History of Kitchener, Ontario, (Waterloo, Ontario: 
The Chronical Press, 1937), p.344. 

78 one Globe and Mail, April 17, 1902. 


BOP rs a April 5, 1902. 
0D ahd obs Free Press, May 30, 1902. Ohne, Jmisye2o, 1902, 


OF ue Globe and Mail, May 26, 1904. 
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was against the ex-champions of London, the Bound's Green Club, B0e75aee> 
By 1905 Provincial tournaments were organized in many of the 

provinces and ''they attracted large lists of entrants", and the John 
Ross Robertson Trophy had been introduced for the Dominion Singles 
cite)? Women became more interested in the sport and they were re- 
ported "actually playing" the game in Montreal, ?°° while a ladies' section 
was added to the Canadian Lawn Bowling Club of Meronto. Fo The East 
versus the West game in Toronto attracted a record entry of 472 players, 
with the West winning by 64 shiortea Cs 
A British team of seven rinks toured Eastern Canada in 1906 and 
won their first game in Montreal against a local team Of They won most 
of their games, with Mitchell, Goderich and Clinton defeating the 
visitors. Some of the vanquished Canadian teams were: Montreal, Peter- 
borough, Toronto, St. Catherines, Hamilton, Brantford, Paris, Guelph, 
Berlin, Stratford, London, St. Mary's, Chatham, Balmy Beach, Walkerville 


and Woodst ddlee 0 


This not only indicated their success but the 
popularity of the game throughout Ontario. 


During this tour an International Bowling Tournament was arranged 


between the British, United States and Toronto bowlers at the Queen City 
a0 





rink in Toronto. In 1906, The Globe newspaper sponsored a "Lawn 
"Os thids ys dune 28, 4904, 
904 


Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 


OF audivegs Gazette@;-Montreal, July 10, 1905. 


908 the Globe and Mail, April 10, 1905. ?°"tbid., october 2, 1905. 
wOP hid), Sul y*3075°1906; 
909 910 


Ibid., July 30, to August 28, 1906. Ibid., August 11, 1906. 
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Bowling Competition" for the best club averages, There were two prizes 
of a bag and bowls set, each valued at agen tt Mr. W.H. Grant and Mr. 
T.M. Scott, of the Victoria Club, won the competition. 7 The East versus 
the West match produced another record, with 504 players from 19 clubs 
taking parton 

Women's participation continued to increase and, in 1907, a 
ladies' branch was formed in the Streetville aapeee Tours during the 
next few years were very common and helped develop enthusiasm and spread 
the sport. In 1908, 35 Canadians toured the British Eee and in 
1910 a British team came to Canada and played its first two games in 
Ottawa, 716 Probably the most successful Canadian tour of the British 
Isles took place in 1913. The team, with T. Rennie of the Granites 
(the top player in Canada during this period) as captain, were away for 
two months and played 31 games (11 in England, 5 in Wales, 11 in Scotland 
and 4 in Ireland). They won 17, lost 13 and drew g2al7 

In 1913 J.E, Seagram of Waterloo, the famous turf enthusiast, 
presented the Seagram Cup for the Canadian Single's Championship and, in 
the first competition, his son, E.F, Seagram, President of the Twin City 


Club, captured the trophy, +? In the West, Winnipeg continued to lead in 


the game's development and, in 1913, they held their sixth annual tourna- 
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715 he Globe and Mail, May 26, 1908. 
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ment. Mr, Jack Erzinger's Assiniboine Club rink won the Tuckett Trophy 
which was for the Grand Challenge event. ?~? Women had taken up the 
game and Saturday was Ladies' Day at the Assiniboine Club. Teams con- 
sisted of three women with a male "skip! 220 
An innovation to lawn bowling occurred in Toronto in 1914, when 
the game was played indoors at the Royal Canadian Bicycle Club. It was 
played on mats, with a special felt layer underneath, which were seventy 
feet long and ten and one half feet wide, = The Manitoba Lawn Bowling 
Association, by 1914, controlled the game in that province and they had 
a record of 51 rinks (204 players) take part in their annual cournaqenr. - 
The First World War did not appear to affect lawn bowls, chiefly 
because the enthusiasts were of the older generation and were not required 
to serve activelyin the forces. Winnipeg, by 1916, had three clubs - Fort 
Rouge, St. John's and Assiniboine, and their annual tournament attracted 
49 rinks, including nine from outside of the city.?*? In that year the 
Walker Cup had a record 136 rinks enter for the event.?** 
Participation continued to rise and, by 1918, the Manitoba Tourna- 
ment had a record 73 rinks with Beet 300 players taking part.°-> The 
game was growing so rapidly that it was rivalling the famous Winnipeg 


curling Bonspiel. Women's participation also continued to increase and 





71 anitoba Freesrress, Auguste, ). 1913, 


920tbid., September 8, 1913. 


721 the Globe and Mail, October 27, 1914. 


oo 2 923 


Manitoba Free Press, August 19, 1914. 


924che Globe and Mail, August 15, 1916. 


Ibid., August 14, 1916. 


eo Man ttoba Free Press, August 19, 1918. 
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in 1916 the Brampton Ladies' Club was organized and affiliated with the 
men's association. This club produced some famous teams and, in 19138, 
the Brampton club, skipped by Miss Florence Armstrong, captured the 
Ontario Ladies' Championship. 27° 
By 1920 the game was well established in that "lawn bowling has 
increasingly become a sport for the older person", °-/ The important 
changes during the first two decades of the twentieth century were the 


Spread (mainly westward) of the game and the increased popularity and 


participation by Canadian women. 


Lawn Tennis 

At the beginning of the twentieth century lawn tennis in Canada 
was a highly organized international sport. Almost all the provinces had 
tennis associations, with Ontario and British Columbia being the leaders 
in the sport. The Canadian Lawn Tennis Association (C.L.T.A.) had already 
established national men's, women's and junior championships. Inter- 
national matches between Canada and the United States were held annually 
for the Queen's Royal Cup. Many of the universities had organized clubs 
but Intercollegiate competition had not taken place Women, by 1900, 
participated in the sport and many competitions and clubs were available 
to them. 

In 1900, tennis continued to be a very popular game, with 


increased participation by women. Toronto, by this time, had five 





7276p ull, op.cit., p.225. 
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A Church tennis club in Edmonton in 1900. 





Bernard P. Schwengers, Canada's outstanding 
tennis player of this era who lost his life in 
the lst World War. 
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clubs which had lady members , 228 and the Ontario Lawn Tennis Association 
had seventy towns affilated which had tennis clubs.?7? The Canadian 
Championships were held at Niagara-on-the-Lake and only four entries 


were received in the women's singles, ??° 


which was retained by Miss 
Violet Summerhayes of Toronto. One feature of that tournament was 
the confidence with which one player appealed to his Opponent to give a 
decision against himself. One player, who had only a point to go before 
he lost the set, was asked and said the ball had gone through the net. 22" 
This indicated the comparatively poor equipment and quality of umpiring 
with which these early players had to contend. 

The first Inter-provincial tournament was held in 1900, in Montreal, 
between Quebec and Ontario.No final result was reached, however, because of 


933 


insufficient time. The Toronto Intermediate Lawn Tennis League 


changed its name to the Toronto Lawn Tennis League and was conducting 


regular competitions in this year, with many clubs participating.?>* 


Tennis, as it increased in popularity, attracted younger players 
and, in 1901, a sixteen year old Toronto boy, by the name of Carveth, 


won the Canadian Junior Championship. 22> 


Women continued their participdion 
in tennis and,in 1901,they decided to organize their own league in 


936 ‘ : , 
Toronto, although entries in the Canadian and International events 


928 
Margaret A. Hall, "A History of Women's Sport in Canada Prior 


to World War I", Unpublished M.A. Thesis, The University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, 1968, p.132. 


929 The Globe and Mail, June 15, 1900. 


931 
2301bid,, July 6, 1900. Ibid., July 12, 1900. 
Sh Ske: eat bak pba Lol ao teide ) Auger 4. 1900. 
934 Tbid., June 4, 1900. 935Tbid., July 3, 1901. 


7 3Tnide. August 23, 1901, 
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were still small in number. For example, in the 1901 International 


Women's Singles tournament there were nine entries - but six of these 


were from Chicago and the other three from Tar Ott o “kiss 


The year 1901 was the first recorded date for tennis being played 


936 


in New Brunswick, at Rothesay. The following year the game was 


revived in Brampton, when W.C. Young built a court on his land. This was 


soon put to good siseabig 


The Montreal Racquet§ court was the scene of the first ladies' 


indoor tennis tournament between Ontario and Quebec, on February 27, 


1902.20 The Western Ontario Lawn Tennis Association was formed later 


that year in an effort to promote better competition and more 
facilities, ?+1 Canadian players appeared in several competitions in the 


United States in 1902. A Toronto team went to Buffalo and defeated them 


942 


4-2 in a series of matches, and Canadian ladies were reported as 


943 


taking part in a Chicago tournament. These exchanges of players were 


not one-sided, as Beals Wright of Boston won the Canadian Lawn Tennis 

Association Championship from W.A, Larned of Toronto in poo%ene 
The game continued to spread in New Brunswick and was played at 

Renforth in 1903, and the following year the New Brunswick Lawn Tennis 
Pin id oy Mas usts 38541 90is 

SE cemart A. Davidson, "A History of Sports and Games in Eastern 


Canada Prior to World War I', Unpublished Ed.D. Thesis, Teachers’ College, 
Columbia University, New York, 1951, p.112. 


pe craria opeeit., p.206. 
940 : = 
The Globe and Mail, February 28, 1902. 
Gia. June, Lil, ¢ 11,9024 fof Ibid., August 26, 1902. 
943 944 


Ibid., September 9, 1902. Ibid., July 14, 1902. 
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Association was formed, 24> Schools in the East had taken an interest 
in the game by 1904, and the Jarvis Street School lawn tennis team won 
the intercollegiate championship in that year, 246 Americans dominated 


the Canadian Championships and Walder, of Chicago, defeated Hunt, of 


California in the men's singles. ?¢/ 


In 1905 Dalhousie University held its first tennis tournament 
with forty students taking part in the various competitions at the 
Wanderers' Courts. As a ladies' singles event was included, tennis was 
probably the first sport women participated in at Dalhousie University. 
The tournament proved so popular that it was continued as an annual 

948 Le ‘ ‘ : : 
event. In British Columbia, women were taking on organizational 


responsibilities when a "ladies' committee" was formed to aid the 


management of the Victoria Lawn Tennis pee ee 


Tennis on the Prairies developed rapidly during this period. The 
Edmonton club, in 1907, advertised for players and the response was so 
overwhelming that three new cinder courts had to be latte Regular 
competitions were also played between Edmonton's two clubs (the Y.M.C.A. 


tennis club was the second) and Strathcona.?! That same year the Toronto 


Oe ait dai Locwclt, 


pe the Globe and Mail, July 9, 1904. 


Pia) st diy op Ta Leal Seale 044 


eas, Bisakowski, ''The History of Athletics and Physical Education 
at Dalhousie University 1863-1963", Unpublished paper, Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, 1963, p.10. 


Ptaneie Daily Golonist, Victoria, March 15, 1905. 


Pednon ten Bulletin, May 9, 1907. 


iid, October, 21, 1907. 
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L.T.A. increased their membership to seventeen clubs, ?>2 and a combined 
Toronto team defeated a visiting Buffalo team that summer .?>° 
In 1907, Canadian players were attaining world recognition. Mr. 

E.A. Patterson of Toronto, for example, was playing for Oxford University 
against many of the world's best players. ?>4 Captain Foulkes of Ottawa 
won the Canadian Men's Singles Championship in 1907, by defeating Ralph 
Burns of Toronto.?>> The following year he won the Olympic trials held 
in Ottawa and was chosen to represent Canada at the London Olympic Games 


of 1908, 22° but was defeated by Richardson of South Africa in the first 


eer’ 
Tennis continued to improve on the Prairies and, in 1908, the 
Alberta Championships were held at Calgary where the entry fee was one 
dollar for all events }?>8 Winnipeg, the following year, had eight clubs 
with their own courts - the Civil Service Club, Y.M.C.A., Norwood, the 
Presbyterian tennis league, the West-End tennis league, Elmwood, St. 
John's and the St. Charles Country Club. It was also reported that the 
Winnipeg club, which was formed in 1879, used grass courts, but after 
1897 shale courts were aseare 


Two of Canada's most famous tennis players Started, in 71909) cc 


make a name for themselves. Mr. Bernard P. Schwengers, of British Columbia, 





gearie Globe and Mail, May 21, 1907. 
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won the Pacific Northwest Singles for five consecutive years, 1909 to 
1913, 7°° while R.B, Powell, also from British Columbia, travelled to 
England in 1909 and won the All-England Plate at the Wimbledon Tennis 
Tournament, 7°r Tennis, by this time, was being played in regular school 
competitions in Toronto and, in 1909, Jarvis Street defeated Technical 
School in the dinar , 282 Tennis had been a university sport for some 
years, but on October 29 and 30, 1909, ene rirst Intercollegiate Tourna- 
ment was played at Kingston between Queen's, McGill and the Royal 
Military College (R.M.C.). The final was won by R.M.C., which defeated 
Queen's, gigeths 

The next three years produced few outstanding changes or 
variations in the pattern of the game's development. By 1910 club and 
city championships were well established in most of the provinces, 24 
In British Columbia, the game was well advanced and was played throughout 
the province, 2° 

The year 1913 marked Canada's first entry into world competition. 


On February™'3,° the C.L.T.A. secretary, W.F, Summerhayes of Toronto, 


cabled London, issuing a challenge for the Davis tie England 





P60 nd Whitehead, British Columbia Sports Hall of Fame, (Vancouver: 
Pacific National Exhibition, 1966), p.6. 
oithe Globe and Mail, July 6, 1909. 


96 
See ibid., June 12, 1909. Bh avidsch: Keleeren ee 


764 Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.276, 


9653 0am, op.cit., p.467. 


266n.6 Globe and Mail, February 4, 1913. 
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accepted and Canada chose its representatives - R.B. Powell, B.F. 


Schwengers, L.G. Mayers of Winnipeg and Captain J.F. Foulkes of 


967 


Ottawa. Six other countties challenged for the Davis Cup. They 


were: South Africa, the United States, Australia, Germany, France and 


SGaukevae 


The Canadians entered several tournaments prior to the Davis Cup 
969 
matches, and Schwengers won the Kent Championship. Canada played 


South Africa in the first elimination round of the Davis Cup and defeated 


97 
them 3-1. : In the second round they defeated Belgium 3-0 and had to 


play the United States, the winner to play England for the Davis ae see 


972 


The United States not only proved too strong for Canada, but defeated 


England by a score of 4228 Canada thus emerged as the second or third 
leading tennis power in the world, a position it has not since attained. 

As a result of Canada's excellent performance in the Davis Cup, 
tennis received wide publicity and the game increased in popularity. The 
Alberta Provincial Championships had a record 250 entries from all parts 
of the soap ee The St. George's Tennis Club in Victoria reported 
that their membership grew so rapidly they had "to call a halt" until 
they "put down several cement surfaces so that tennis could be played 

n 975 


all year round . 


In 1914, Canada again challenged for the Cavis Cup and was 


967 968 

hid. Macchida) 1913. Thad, Maych. 5191913. 
FIRS hn need eed od 3. 9 seca. June 23, 1923. 
Fitba, July2d2 19943. Tee July 25,12913. 


973tbhid., July 29, 1913. 


aoe wanedt on Bulletin, August 18, 1913. 


975The Globe and Mail, August 23, 1913. 
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i de 
unfortunate to play Australia in the first round. The Australians, 
Brookes and Wilding, not only proved too strong for Powell and Schwengers, 


defeating them 3-0, but went on to defeat Germany, Great Britain and 


finally the United States to win the Davis Cup 46 


As the 1914 Davis Cup matches finished, the disastrous world 


conflict commenced. Two of the previous participants - Australia's 


Wilding and Canada's Powell, lost their lives in the First World Warletht 


The war did not stop the game from being played at the local level,but 
most provincial and all national competitions ceased until 1918. 

In Manitoba, the game continued its popularity throughout the war 
years. In 1915 the Winnipeg Y.M.C.A. announced that indoor tennis was 


available to the members of the local tennis clubs in preparation for the 


P 978 P } 
coming season. In that season a tennis league was started with the 


Winnipeg, Wesley, M.L.A. and Dyson emit 3 This league flourished and, 


in 1917, a "B'" section, with many new clubs, was added, and this latter 


competition included women's seateers °° In that year two players, 


Bennett and Holmes, destined to become famous, started their rise to fame. 
Paul Bennett captured the Western Canadian Hard Court tennis final by 


defeating G.D. Holmes in straight sets in Winnipeg. Mrs. Bourque won 


981 
the ladies' singles and R. Baynes the boys' singles. 


976Tbhid., July 24, to August 17, 1914. 


AS eS (Wilding) May 12, 1915, (Powell) May 5, 1917. 


978 anitoba Free Press, February 5, 1915. 


980 


979tbid., May 29, 1915. Ibid., July 7, 1917. 


9Blinid., August 13, 1917. 
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The finals of the Ontario Men's Singles Championship, in 1818, 


proved to be unusual when a Japanese player, Kumagal, defeated Sergeant 


982 
Throckmorton of the United States Army to win the title. Bennett 
983 
and Holmes of Winnipeg won the Canadian doubles championship in 1919 
984 
and 1920, The 1920 C.L.T.A. Championships were held in Winnipeg, 


which was the first time they had been staged in the West. Mr. Paul 
Bennett emerged as the Canadian Singles Champion in 1920 when he defeated 
Leroy Rennie of Toronto, in straight peeterce 

Two other Canadians became prominent during this period. They 
were Frank and Fred Anderson from Brampton. In 1920 Frank paired with 
Vincent Richards, a famous American amateur, to win the U.S.A. Indoor 
Doubles Championship. The Andersons, in the following years, won many 
United States and Canadian Re ee Eee ae By 1920 Canada had 
attained great heights in this sport but the continual problem of a 


limited season and the rising popularity of other games appeared to 


lower its position in the hierarchy of Canadian sport. 


Shooting 


By the beginning of the twentieth century Canadian marksmen had 
acquired a high reputation at international shooting events such as the 
Bisley Tournament and the Kolapore Cup tournament. All the larger cities 

PE Ets Globe and Mail, September 17, 1918. 

CET Free Press, July 14, 1919. 
She Globe and Mail, August 16, 1920. 


985 
Manitoba Free Press, August 16, 1920. 


986nu11, op.cit., p.209. 
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in Canada had rifle ranges and clubs that regularly participated in 
National and Provincial championships. At all of these competitions 
cash prizes were usually given so that few participants in this sport 
could be considered amateurs. Obviously some were, however, as, in 1900 
at the Paris Olympics, Mr. W.H. Ewing won the Individual Clay Pigeon 
Shooting competition: ?°! 

The sport, because of its close association with the militia and 
its British influence, was confined mainly to the East (the predominantly 
English area) and the Prairies. Shooting was divided into Range com- 
petitions, where targets were fired at using rifles from varying dis- 
tances up to 1,000 yards and in which the participant fired from a 
prone position, and Trap shooting, where pigeons (live or clay) were 
fired at with shotguns, usually from a standing position. 

In 1900, one of Canada's outstanding trap shooters was Howard D. 
Bales of Ridgetown, Ontario. He defeated John Stroud of Hamilton by 
83-75 in a "100 live bird shoot" for $100 a side and, in doing so,won the 
Canadian Championship at the Hamilton View Grounds Mountain Top. 788 The 
Hamilton club earlier reported they had secured between 3,600 and 4,000 
pigeons for the aeatdanene) 122 Bates, later that year, won the Grand 


990 


American Handicap and almost $1,000 in prize money in New York, and in 


September he travelled to Detroit to capture the International Live-Bird 


Trophy for the second consecutive year with a score of 25 out of aca 





787 perenc Mezb, The Modern Olympic Games, (Budapest: Pannonia 
Press, 1956), p.52. 


988 
The Globe and Mail, March 22, 1900. 


989 tb1d,, January 16, 1900. 720th 4d. ; “Apet?l’ 6, 1900. 


991i44d., September 18, 1900. 
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Trap shooting was popular on the Prairies and the Dupon Trophy 


was emblematic of Winnipeg's City Championship. In 1900 W.F. Scott 


992 
won the event at the Fort Garry Traps with a score of 87 out of 100. 


The veteran shooter W. Dodd, later that year, won the Provincial tig lche > 
The Manitoba Rifle Association, in 1900, reported that $1,300 had been 
given in cash prizes over and above the medals for that Eee oneae 
Further West, rifle events were more popular and were in progress in many 
areas such as Edmonton, Clover Bar, Fort Saskatchewan, Medicine Hat, 
Red Deer and Calgary. 

The Dominion Rifle Association controlled all range events in 
Canada and Lieutenant Colonel Gibson was its President in 1900.77> The 
Canadian team at the Bisley Tournament, that year, had only moderate 
success, They finished third in the Rajah of Kolapore's Imperial 
Challenge Cup to the English and Guernsey teams. The Cup is competed 
for by teams of eight, from "the volunteers of the mother country, the 
militia or volunteers of colonies and Indian volunteers or staff corps." 
The Cup had been won by England 22 times, Canada 6, Victoria (Australia) 
1 and Guernsey 1, up to 1900.” : The other major organizations in 
Canada were the Canadian Military Rifle League, which shot a series of 
matches each rere the Ontario Rifle Association and the Toronto 


Off Hand Rifle Ponce tae iis 


992 Manitoba Free Press, May 25, 1900. 


9907 hid onJulyag}3d900 99Stpid., March 14, 1900. 


9 
thid,, February 22, 1900, 


726062 Globe and Mail, July 21, 1900. 


998 
dl is ge July 23, 1900. Ibid., January 1, 1900. 
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In 1901, the Dominion Trap Shooters and Game Protection Association 


999 


was formed in Ottawa. The Ontario Rifle Association elected a new 


president, Mr. E.B. Osler, M.P., at their 32nd annual meeting at the 


1000 


Long Branch ranges and, as a demonstration of the popularity of the 


Sport, a new shooting gallery for rifle practice was opened by the Central 


Toronto y.M.c,A, 1001 


The Territorial Rifle Association was formed in 1902 and held its 


1002 


first annual tournament in Calgary that year. Rifle contests were 


also very popular at fairs which were held throughout the Prairies in 


that period, 1003 The Edmonton Rifle Association was formed in 1902 with 


1004 


over 110 members who competed on their new 1,000 yards range. They 


had regular competition against the Fort Saskatchewan club, which included 


1005 


a ladies' match with over 50 entrants. In November, 1902, the 


Saskatchewan Rifle Association was formed in Prince Albert with Judge 
Prendergast as its first President, and had over 200 members , +06 

Another important event commenced around this time - the Palma 
Trophy, for team competition between the United States and Canada seca 


In the third annual tournament of the Dominion Trap Shooting Association 


at Woodbine, in 1903, over 100 competitors entered from Canada and the 


9991bid., April 10, 1901. 1000; ,id., August 21, 1901. 
100d bed: , January 2, 1901. 

EO pecior Institute, Calgary, photograph number NA-33-32. 
ZU Seren Bulletin, July 4, 1902. 
OU See September 26, 1902. MOOD id. , October 1, 1902. 
1006 


Prince Albert Times, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, November 10, 
1902. 


07 
The Globe and Mail, September 27, 1902. 
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United States. Mr. Fred Westbrook of Brantford won the high average 


1008 
cup while Dan Bain of Winnipeg won the Canadian Individual Champion- 


ship. Mr. Bain actually tied with Mitchell of Brantford (48 out of SO 
but the latter had to leave in order to catch a train and there was no 
shoot-of£, 1909 
In 1903 the Edmonton Rifle Association affiliated with the 
Territorial heccttationt At the 1904 Territorial Tournament in 
Calgary, Captain Forrest of Vancouver won the Military match, the 
Calgary Corps match and the Merchants' match, while Bow River won the 
Calgary Brewing Company's team match oe PrivateS,J. Perty, of Toronto, 
won the King's Prize at Bisley that year, which was emblematic of the 
"best shot'in the British Empires 
The Ross rifle was first introduced into Canada in 1905 when it 
was issued to the Royal North West Mounted Police. It proved to be an 
immediate success as the R.N.W.M.P. Rifle Association defeated the Regina 
Rifle Association in a team match, 320 to 297, in Regina, 1013 In 1906, 
Sir Frederick Borden, the Minister of Militia, proposed to the Department 
of Education of Saskatchewan, and to all the other provinces, that all 


students in attendance at Normal and High Schools "'be obliged to take a 


course in physical culture, particularly with regard to the use of the 


veoTbid:, August. 14, 1903. 


1009 wanttoba Free Press, August 19, 1903. 


1010 ation ton Bulletin, July 16, 1903. 


10llissa., september 7, 1904. 


1012me Globe and Mail, August 10, 1904. 


101300 Regina Standard, Regina, November 22, 1905. 
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rifle." The Department of Militia offered to supply the rifles and the 
necessary Geir recast 

The Ross rifle was first used at the Bisley Tournament in 1906 by 
the Canadian team, and proved to be an outstanding success in the 
following years. The entry of the Ross rifle was marked by an interesting 
incident. A member of the Canadian team, Stuart, was shooting in the 
Wingrove competition at the 800 yard mound and had made five "bulls" when 
the range officer took his Ross rifle and examined it and questioned his 
right to use the new rifle. Mr. Stuart could only manage a "magpie" and 
an "outer" in his next two shots. The Canadians protested and a public 
apology was given because of the officer's interference ,/9!5 The Canadians 
were evidently not too upset, because they won the Kolapore Cup with a 
score of 729 points, L016 

In 1908 Canada was very successful at the London Olympics. Mr. 
W.H. Ewing captured his second gold medal for the Individual Clay Pigeon 
Shooting competition, while a fellow Canadian, G. Beattie, won the silver 
medal. Canada captured second place in the Clay Pigeon team event with 
Ewing, Beattie, A.W. Webster, M.E. Fletcher, G.L. Vivian and D. McMackonl01!7 
Third place was won by the Canadian team in the Army Gun team competition 
by W.A. Smith, C.R. Crowe, B.M. Williams, D. McInnis, W.M. Eastcott and 
S.H. err tol® 


Canada continued its success at Bisley in 1909, when the Kolapore 


LOTS ene January 3, 1906. 


10t oF abton Bulletin, July 18, 1906. 


1016 sei Gnbe snathstses5n 19°09" * 1906, 


1017 101874544, , Op-cit., p.91. 


Mez3, op.cit., p.93. 
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Cup was captured for the ninth time and the Mackinnon Cup for the second 
time (since 1890). Sergeant Blackburn, of Winnipeg, was the prominent 
team member as he captured the Prince of Wales' prize, the badge of the 
National Rifle Association, the Birmingham medal, the Munitions silver 
cup and 100 guineas, /919 

The 'crack"shot of Edmonton's Regiment, Corporal D. McInnis, in 
£909; won the Governor-General's Trophy for the second time at the 
Dominion Rifle Association's Tournament in Ottawa. It was the first time 
anyone had been able to capture the trophy Ewice , 1970 That year a 
University's match was established by the D.R.A. and Toronto, Queen's, 
McGill and Western were its first Soneestaneee 

At the Dominion Rifle Championships in 1910, held at the Long Brarch 
range, Toronto, a record 410 marksmen from across Canada competed. The 
shifty winds and hazy atmosphere did not detract from many fine scores, 
due to the use of the new "peep sight'"’. The number of Ross rifles being 
used had also Prcteaaed Another form of the sport was becoming 
popular. Mr. F.W. Forster of Montreal won the 1910 North Carolina 

1023 


revolver championship at Pinehurst. In 1911 the first National 


revolver championship was held with clubs from Winnipeg, Montreal, Quebec 


and Toronto eeaverinen a, 


The year 1911 was, probably, Canada's most successful year at the 





oe the Globe and Mail, July 19, 1909. 
1020, imonton Bulletin, August 23, 1909. 
1021 


Ibid., October 23, 1909. 


1022 i anitoba Free Press, August 17, 1910. 


1023.mhe Globe and Mail, March 29, 1910. 


See eee January 6, 1911. 
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Bisley tournaments. They captured the Mackinnon Cup for the third 


- : ; ‘ X 102 ; 
Successive year since the introduction of the Ross rifle. 2 Private 


William J. Clifford of Brampton became the first native-born Canadian to 


capture the King's prize. He also won the Prince of Wales' Trophy, the 


National Rifle Association Gold Medal and the Gold eS 


In 1912 the United States team defeated Canada by eight points at 


Rockliff® Ranges to win the Palma Trophy. L027 


Major W. Hart McHarg 
proved to be Canada's outstanding marksman in 1913, when he captured the 
Individual championship at the Palma tournament at Camp Perry, Ohio, with 
a score of 220 out of 225. He earlier had won the Governor-General's 
prize at the Dominion Rifle Association's championships in Ottawa, 1028 
The sport continued to be popular and, by 1915, Winnipeg had five 
trap shooting Whibae eo Mr. Ben MacLaren of Calgary captured the 
National Trap Shooting Championship of 1915 at Ottawa by breaking fifty 


straight clay pigeons. -07° 


The war caused the sport to be postponed 
because the army and their facilities were not available and all the 
ammunition was required for the war. 

By 1919 the sport had regained most of its popularity. Mr. J.E. 
Jennings, of Todmorden, Ontario, won the National Amateur Trap Shooting 
Championship at the New York Athletic Club on Traver's Island, with a 
score of 197 out of 200. It was the first time that the event was won 


1025a4¢d>, July 17, 1911. key 


1027 


Bull, op.cit., p.446. 

Manitoba Free Press, September 21, 1912. 

1028me Globe and Mail, September 5, 1913. 
102%vanitoba Free Press, May 22, 1915. 


1030the Globe and Mail, June 10, 1915. 
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by a Canadian or a non-resident of the United States, 1031 The Montreal 


Revolver Club, of the M.A.A.A., shot a series of matches against the 
Toronto Revolver Club, with Montreal winning by twelve points in the 


seventh matches 07+ A new organization was also formed in Toronto, the 


Indoor Civilian Rifle Leagtee 2 
Canada's team, in the 1920 Olympics, were not as successful as in 
previous Olympics. Canada finished fifth in the team Trap Shooting 
event behind the United States, Belgium, Sweden and Great aetna 
Mr. W.H. Hamilton of Red Deer proved to be the most successful Canadian 
when he finished sixth in the Individual Trap Shooting event, behind 


five Lee eee 


Track and Field 

By the end of the nineteenth century track and field in Ontario 
and Quebec was highly organized under the leadership of the Amateur 
Athletic Association of Canada (A.A.A.C.), which had been formed in 
Te83 co oe° In the remaining areas, the Maritimes, the Prairies and 
British Columbia, professional challenge matches, Games of the Scottish 
societies, Police and Garrison sports' days, Fairs and Public Holiday 
celebrations, were the main types of athletic events. 


Canada was ready to take its place among the leaders in world 


track and field competition. Some Canadians, like Orton and Gill, had 


1 
eT oddity. soe ere Ce May 12, 1919. 
12 Tha Neogene eal G19 ke na July 24, 1920. 

1035 


Manitoba Free Press, July 26, 1920. 
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Figse 2\1) Etienne Desmarteau a Montreal policeman, one of 
Canada's first Olympic champions - winner of the 
56 lbs.weight throwing event at St. Louis in 1904, 





Ry 
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Eig ce 27. Bill Sherring, paced by Crown Prince Constantine, 
and carrying a Union Jack wins the marathon event 


at the Athens Olympics in 1906. 
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already won world acclaim. The first organization that was specifically 
for track and field was the Ontario Amateur Athletic Association 
att Ale ane Professionalism, which had permeated all sections of 
track and field, was to be successfully controlled by the strong Canadian 
Amateur Athletic Union (C.A.A.U.), formed in 1902, and the even stronger 
Amateur Athletic Union of Canada (A.A.U.of C.) formed in 1909. 

Although Canada did not have any official entrants in the 1900 
Paris Olympic Games, a Canadian did win a gold medal for track and field. 
Mr. George W. Orton had announced his intention of competing and stated 
he would "represent either the New York Athletic Club or the Toronto 


Lacrosse Club", 1038 


He eventually represented the United States and won 
the 2,500 metres Steeple Chase in the time of 7 minutes and 34 seconds, 1939 
Mr. Dick Grant, another excellent Canadian long distance runner from St. 
Mary's, Ontario, who had previously attended the University of Toronto 
and in 1900 was studying at Harvard University, also represented the 
United Searas tet 

Probably the most famous Canadian athlete in 1900 was Harry Gill 
of the Toronto WestEnd Y.M.C.A. He won the all-round championship of the 


American Amateur Athletic Union (A.A.A.U.) at the Knickerbocker Field in 


New York. In the contest he scored three-firsts, three-seconds, two-thirds 


and two fourths in the ten Sey Ten days later he competed in the 
MEE April 3, 1900. 
10 ee ent cobs Free ,PressppJanuary 30,°"1900. 
1039 


Mezo, op.cit., p.46. 


10407The Globe and Mail, June 25, 1900. 
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first annual championships of the Ontario A.A.A, at Rosedale Park and 


won the Canadian All-Round Champterente ae Mr. William Sherring, who 


1043 
a 


held the Canadian ten mile record of 56 minutes and 20 seconds nd 


Fred W. Coombs, of Prince Edward tstende were two other prominent 
athletes in this period. 

The Y.M.C.A's across Canada, in 1900, played a large part in 
popularizing track and field. Indoor events and contests were held during 
the winter months in activities such as: 60 and 100 yards potato races; 
high jump; pole vault; fence vault; hop, step and jump; long jump, rope 


1045 These contests often 


climb, 440 yards, one mile, and many others. 
led 3 inter-Y.M.C.A. competition, and in some cases international 
challenges. The Buffalo Y.M.C.A. visited Toronto and defeated a combined 
Toronto Y.M.C.A. team in February, 19004 e° During the summer, track and 
field was continued with the formation of "Harriers'' clubs which con- 
ducted many competitions including the popular "paper chases". 

Other organizations were responsible for continuing track and 
field's popularity. The Police Athletic Associations were popular and 
annual tournaments were held in all the major cities. Over 1,800 people, 
for example, watched the Hamilton police games in August, ikea aes 
School Sports' Days were popular; over 3,000 children and a large number 


1048 
a 


of parents attended the annual Public Schools' games in Toronto, nd 


a considerable number of children took part in the Separate Schools’ 





10425544., July 16, 1900. he 


10447544., March 17, 1900. 


See ioe aes February 24, 1900. 


TEL ae: June 25, 1900. 


Ibid., July 24, 1900. 


Me Thid., January 9; 1900. 


1047 s44d., August 9, 1900. 
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; Pee pee Oe ne 
Field Day at Exhibition Park in that same city. The universities 
were also prominent in track and field. McGill and Toronto held 
annual challenge events and John D. Morrow, from Churchville, Ontario, 
(of McGill), was the 100 and 440 yards Intercollegiate Champion from 


iE 
1900 to 1902, ooh The Manitoba College Athletic Association also held 


annual field sports during this ety 

In 1901, Jim J. Caffrey, of the St. Patrick's Athletic Club of 
Hamilton, won the Annual Marathon 25 miles race (Ashland to Boston) of 
the Boston Athletic Monoeiarion in record time, for the second successive 
year. He had previously won the Herald road-race in Hamilton held on 
Thanksgiving Dotaes Mr. William Davis, the Six Nations Indian, runn- 
ing for the Hamilton Y.M.C.A., was second to Caffrey at Boston in 1901, 
and at the A.A.,A.U. meet at Buffalo, New York, before over 10,000 spect- 
ators, finished second in the 25-mile marathon. Mr. Harry Gill's entry 
at the same meet was refused (he had won the all-round event the previous 
year) since a charge of professionalism was pending at that Cachan 

At the eighteenth annual C.A.A.U. championships in 1901.) at 
Rosedale Park in Toronto, the discus event was won by T.O, Rourke, with 
a throw of 108 feet 11 inches. Mr. Gill, who was present but still under 
suspension from the A,A.U., threw the discus, while still dressed in his 


business suit, a distance of 122 feet 4 inches, which beat the world's 


record by nearly four feet. In the same meet J.D. Morrow of McGill won 


10" Thid. . June 26, 1900. 105053411, op.cit., pp.37-8. 


ee haat toba Free Press, May 8, 1900. 


1052 
The Globe and Mail, April 20, 1901. 


po a54d., July. 5; 1901. 
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the 100 and 440 yards events, 1054 He had been the only Canadian to win 
an event (440 yards) for the combined McGill-Toronto University team 
which competed earlier that season against the visiting Oxford-Cambridge 
ceenprchOd Mr. J.J. Cawthra - a Canadian at Oxford University and a 
famous lacrosse player - won the one mile event in the universities' 
match and later finished second to Alex Grant - Dick Grant's brother - 
in the one mile Canadian championship, 19 The Oxford-Cambridge team 
were later defeated by a Yale-Harvard team in six out of the nine 
events??? 

Dalhousie University, in 1901, re-organized their annual Field Day 
which had been neglected for many years. They introduced a relay race 
and the awarding of points for the various places so that an "all-round" 
champion could be established, 198 In the West, the sport was still 
typified by the Strathcona, Victoria Day Athletic Meet, which included 
team games - baseball and football - as well as bicycle and horse races, 
shooting competitions and races of all description from novelty to 
sprints and field events. All the events were contested for money prizes 
ranging from one to five dollars, and a twenty-five cent entry fee was 
Sharged, Gna In Toronto the Y.M.C.A. introduced an Electric Light Sports 


"Night" which proved to be very successful, 1060 


In 1902, the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union was formed to take 


| 


d. 
LD teas pu September 23, 1901. OT bid. September 16, 1901. 


10 OTiidsykSeptember 235.4901. - 1037 


1058 


Ibid., September 26, 1901. 


Bisakowski, loc.cit. 


1059: dmonton Bulletin, May 31, 1901. 


1060r.6 Globe and Mail, July 19, 1901. 
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over the functions of the old A.A.A.C., but with wider powers. 
Track and field contests became more numerous as the sport spread both 
in numbers and popularity. Many new athletes appeared, such as R.J. 
McDonald of Halifax, who defeated Le Barre of Hamilton in a five mile 
match race in Toronto, thereby establishing a new record of 25 minutes 
and 47 seconds. This time ane the old record by 27 seconds, L061 Le 
Barre later defeated a bicyclist in a handicap race from Victoria Park 
to Dundas and return. He received 27 minutes start and won by 47 
Geronds. oe os 
Jimmy Craig, of the Montreal A.A.A., ea taulianed a new world's 
record, at the M.A.A.A. grounds, of 5-2/5 seconds for the 50 yards dash 
(the old record was 5% seconds,held by L.E. Meyers of New York and was 
established in 1884). The report stated eres watches were checked: +063 
Canadian athletes were very successful at the A.A.U. Championships at 
the New York Athletic Club grounds at Travers Island in 1902, when they 
won five events. Mr. George R. Gray won the 18 year old's 16 pound shot- 
put, E, Desmarteau of Montreal won both 56 pounds events and Alex Grant 
won the one and five mile races, 1064 
Nine athletes from the Toronto Y,M.C.A. broke the relay record 
from Hamilton to Toronto by covering the 42% miles in 4 hours 1% minutes 
(the old record was 4 hours 37 cine Ceawinone In Fredericton ,at the 


Maritime Universities Sports’ Day, there were six records broken and two 


others tied out of a total number of fifteen events. Mr. E.J. Ryan, a 


1061i5id., June 13, 1902. 10623544,, November 3, 1902. 
13 thide, July2e. 1902: MCG pad. Sep tenher 0136 .1902. 


10651bid., June 12, 1902. 
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St. John student, by winning eight events, won the championship, 1966 


John D. Morrow, running for the M.A.A.A. in 1903, won the 
North American 440 yards championship in Milwaukee, in 49-3/5 seconds, 


1067 He later 


to establish a new Canadian record which stood until 1912. 
repeated his 1902 effort to retain the Canadian 440 yards championship 
in the C.A.A.U. meet in Montreal, while E. Desmarteau set a new record 
in the 56 pounds throwing eydiieven i Mr. Morrow, a few weeks later, in 
the annual Toronto versus McGill match, was beaten in three events by 
Toronto's E.H. Gurney, which allowed the University of Toronto to win 
eight of the twelve evéres 2406? 
Desmarteau, the Montreal policeman, had the honour to win the 
first official Canadian track and field gold medal in Olympic competition 
(Orton,as stated, did not represent Canada in 1900).He won the 56 pounds thow 
with a distance of 34 feet a inches at the St. Louis Olympics in 1904. 
His career in track and field was comparatively short as Mezo stated that 
"he died one year after Olympic victory", 1070 Mr. Charlie Congden was 
the 220 and 440 yards Manitoba champion in 1904, and he was always willing 
to accept challenges one, for example which took place at Hamiota (Manitoba) 
against E.J. Sergeant of Regina. Mr. Congden proved to be too fast for 
1071 


the Regina athlete. 


In 1905 Moosewa, the famous Indian runner from Lac.St.Anne, Alberta, 





es Reporter and Fredericton Advocate, May 28, 1902. 


Pt EM op.cit., p.446. 


1068 rhe Globe and Mail, September 21, 1903. 


1070 


10695444., October 17, 1903. Mez, op.cit., p.66. 


1071 vanitoba Free Press, September 9, 1904. 
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ran his last race at Conjuring Creek at a sport's day to celebrate the 


1072 


creation of Alberta. Marathon races continued in popularity and, 


in 1906, the Peterborough Examiner inaugurated its annual road race from 


Lakefield to peterborough. 


In 1906 the Greek authorities asked the International Olympic 
Committee (1.0.C.) for permission to run a special Olympic Festival for 
the tenth anniversary of the Games and also to raise funds for the up- 
keep of the Athens Stadium. Permission was eventually given and Canada 
duly sent a team. Two Canadian track and field athletes excelled at this 
festival. William Sherring of the St. Patrick's Athletic Club of 
Hamilton won the marathon race -he had previously won two Hamilton 
Herald road races - in 2 hours, 51 minutes and 22-3/5 peconds, 
D.S. Linden, of the Toronto West IndY.M.C.A., finished second in the 1500 
metres Walk, which was won by G.H. Bonhog of the United pracee 

William Sherring, by virtue of his victory, attracted much 
erent ion. La Presse stated "William Sherring will be this year the best 


» 1076 


immigration agent which Canada has sent to Europe Two other reports 


which appeared in The Globe in the following weeks made many people 
wonder at the amateur status of these two athletes. On May 19, 1906, it 


was reported: 


een Reid, "Sports and Games in Alberta Before 1900", un- 
published M.A. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.58. 


St SAE op.cit., p.424. 


1074 che Globe and Mail, May 2, 1906. 


1075thid., May 1, 1906. 


10767, Presse, Montreal, May 12, 1906. 
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The Toronto baseball club will donate the entire gate 

receipts to Sherring. Providence (baseball team) will be 

the attraction, so the Marathon runner should receive 

quite a sum. Inspector Hughes has been asked_to act as 

Treasurer of the Sherring fund in Toronto. 

In the July 2, 1906 issue of The Globe the following appeared: 
At City Hall Saturday morning, Mayor Coatsworth, on 

behalf of the citizen's committee presented Donald Linden, 

who finished second in the mile walk [ sic] at Athens, with 

a purse of $180 and a gold medal, and E.H. prenibald: ang 

Elwood Hughes with handsomely illuminated addresses. 

The Montreal A.A,A., in 1906, felt that in order to compete 
against the other lacrosse clubs in their league, they would have to 
include some professionals on their team. They applied to the C.A.A.U. 
for permission and were refused. This led to the formation of the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of Canada to govern sport in Quebec (A.A.F.of C.). 
These two organizations were in conflict until after the 1908 Olympics, 
when it became obvious that, for the good of Canadian sport, a compromise 
had to be reached and, in 1909, the Amateur Athletic Union of Canada was 
ecd sot 

Marathon races had been popular before Sherring's success, but 
after the Olympics this event captured the imagination of Canada's public 
as well as of athletes. A "Marathon mania"! resulted,even as far away 
as Chen Tu in China. Dr. Claude Freeman of Hamilton claimed to be a rival 

to Sherring, as he had won the International races in Chen Tu against 


: ; 108 
competitors from many countries. 


£68454 o5C1obepanduMail, May<,10. 2906) 
10883444, gulyy2en19060 
1079 


Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.261. 
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Thomas Longboat, however, was the real threat to Sherring's 
Supremacy in 1906. This nineteen year old Onondaga Indian from the 
Grand River Reserve won the Hamilton Herald road race in October from 
J.D. Marsh of St. Norbert, Manitoba - another famous Indian athlete - 


and William La Barre of Hamilton, 1984 


Longboat later won the J.J. 
Ward Marathon of fifteen miles along Toronto's Lake Shore Road, running 
in rain and mud, and his time of 1 hour and 31 minutes was 3 minutes 


better than the second place man , 1082 


In December he won his third race, 

a mile eténeensiaéni Lesa! in the record time of 4 minutes and 50 seconds, 1983 
In 1907, track and field was probably Canada's most publicized 

sport. The controversial Tom Longboat was the centre of this increased 

public interest. In that year he was suspended and reinstated twice by 

the C.A.A.U. in connection with préeéssitenaitaa, °° The following list 


of Longboat's victories and achievements in 1907 will give some indication 


of his public appeal: the Boston Marathon in record time, from over 100 


entrants; /985 the Irish-Canadian Games 4 mile race at Toronto, when he 
defeated Daly, the United States EhSupion; /P2° set a new Canadian five 
mile record of 25 minutes and 35 seconds in Ht eavareo eh a three mile race 
in Buffalo before 10,000 spectators. 088 the Hamilton Irish-Canadians' 
Games five mile baees hO82 the Baptist Games fifteen miles event; 19994: the 
ee the. Globe and Mail, October 19, 1906. 
NS eeaRids October 29, 1906. sv Oe Tha. December 26, 1906. 
erent As, February 4, and July 13, 1907. 
Teevate ties April 20, 1907. seer mite sulye225°1907. 
10877544:,; July 30, 1907. 1088i5id., May31, 1907. 
1089 1090 


Ibid., September 9, 1907. Ibid., September 23, 1907. 
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Ward Merathons set a new Canadian three mile record of 15 minutes 


and 9 seconds) 074 and ran from Hamilton to Toronto in 5 hours and 23 


‘ 1093 
minutes. 
This amazing record produced many reactions. The Toronto City 
Council awarded him a public reception and $500 to further his 
: 1094 : , , ‘isis 
education. The Star newspaper promised him $2,000 if he "lived a 
clean, temperate life and remained in the field of honest sport for five 


1095 
years", Mr. Alfred Shrubb, the famous English professional, issued 


many challenges to Longboat during his North American Shee 

Mr. Walter Knox was another athlete to produce some outstanding 
performances during this period. At the 1907 Canadian Championships he 
won five national titles at Hanlan's Point, Toronto. Mr. Bobby Kerr of 
Hamilton lowered both the eee and 220 yards 1098 Canadian records in 


1907, with times of 9-4/5 seconds and 21-2/5 seconds respectively, and 


he also was destined to make a great name for himself. 


Amateur track and field reached its zenith in Canada in 1908 as 
Longboat continued to help popularize the sport. The coming Olympic 
Games caused each province to host Olympic trials so that Canada's team 
would be the strongest national team ever to compete in the Games. The 


team was duly selected, with J, Howard Crocker as manager and Bill 


Sherring as the ec atnet aie Several athletes such as Longboat and Coley 
1 Pdahid., October 14, 1907. 1pr6ibid., Detoper 195 190s 4 
1OPGapid., October 31,.1907. ‘Peeapid,, April 22, 1907. 

109? Thid., November 11, 1907. 1078 Tbids, September 24, 1907. 
1D?éabid.., Sly 20 LOO] ae EO RS August 26, 1907. 
1099 


Ibid., May 11, 1908. 
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were not selected but were able to go at their own expense. Their fares 


were to be refunded if they won their eFenee 100 Mr. Longboat was 


sponsored by the Irish-Canadian Athletic ciapet Ot 


Before the team left they attended a church service at St. Mark's 


Presbyterian Church of Toronto where the Reverend John D. Morrow, the 


ex-Olympian and Canadian sprint champion, was in the eur pienses- After 


some unpleasant incidents, mainly concerned with a United States protest 


over Longboat's entry into the Marathon on the grounds of profession- 


, 1 , ; 
alism, a22 the Canadian team produced some fine performances to capture 


one gold medal, one silver and five bronze medals, to finish sixth out 


of the seventeen competing fatiensyt29* The outstanding Canadian athlete 


was Robert Kerr,who won the 200 metres and finished third in the 100 

TLOS 

metres event. 
Even though he did not win the Marathon, it was Tom Longboat who 

received all the publicity. When he collapsed at the twenty mile mark, 


Crocker examined him and claimed he was drugged. The other Canadian 


Marathon runners, Wood, Simpson, Lawson and Caffrey, did very well and 


r 


finished fifth, sixth, seventh and eleventh, eespeceive ys t4°S Another 


Canadian won a gold medal - Porter, of Toronto, who competed for the 
United States and finished first in the running high junpyat? 


After the Olympics, Longboat continued his Canadian successes by 





1100 1101 


Thid,, June@9, 91908; Ibid., June 10, 1908, 
1 
110s ida, June 4, 1908. AOS sa July@rsy 908; 
1 
1104.5 44, , OsuLy27, \1908; MOF at, opeeneber, 183. 
1106 


The Globe and Mail, July 25, 1908. 
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1108 


winning: a ten mile race at Lindsay; the Ward Marathon - with 188 
entries - to cut 1 minute, 40 seconds off the record; 1109 the Beaverton 
1110 


race - the field included two Indians, Big Canoe and Jimmy George; 


1 
and a Montreal race against most of the top distance athletes. ke 


During this period Longboat acquired Mr. T.C. Flanagan as his manager, 


and it was obvious to all - even though Flanagan strongly denied it - 


that Longboat was a professional athletes - On November 8, 1908, 


Longboat officially signed a contract with Flanagan and declared himself 


a Peepeasisanlecne? 


Longboat then proceeded to run in any Canadian or United States 
city, wherever a challenger and a crowd could be obtained. Finally he 
had his revenge over his Olympic victors. Longboat defeated Dorando 
Pietri - who had earlier defeated Hayes, the Olympic champion - at New 


1114 


York It was reported later that each athlete received $4,170 for 


his Peroceiette 

The 1908 Canadian Championships were held in Halifax and most of 
the other provinces, by that time, were holding Provincial Champion- 
cette The first Boys' Championships of Canada were held under the 


auspices of the C.A.A.U. at the University of Toronto track, and the 


Toronto West FndY.M.C.A. team won first placentas Mr. Edward Archibald, 
MOE ia & September 23, 1908. noiae Ta oe October 6, 1908. 
sO Thid.t October 8, 1908. pa otb lag: October 26, 1908. 
1112 bid., Octobaeesammmgaes 1113;pid., November 9, 1908. 
maitre December 16, 1908. Sa cee December 18, 1908. 
1116 | 


aT se Globe and Mail, June 15, 1908. 
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Tom Longboat, Canada's outstanding marathon runner 
defeats Alfie Shrubb the English professional 


champion in a race at Hanlan's Point stadium before 
22,000 spectators. 





Fig. 24. George Goulding winning the 10,000-metre walk at 
the Stockholm Olympics, 1912. 


- 
- 
oe 
ger 
of 
pAb ae 
a y Pee 
\ . 4+ 
A DAY 
' - ‘eal 
bal ¢ 
« A 
¥ 
Pat ta 
ae M 
? - P : 
Sa Pd +8 
¢ — feo 
et 
“i 
<% 
es, 
i 
. 
Torn 


rn 
a 






- ™ 


= . ey. vo a : - 
ebsms9’,t8o0dgno! mot 


ddusd2 sliIA eise2eb 


Je sot 38 nt aotqmsds 


,arotnzoeq2 000,88 


Lo 
the Olympic pole vaulter, won the all-round championship of Canada in 
Pobintoriae’ Women's walking races were popular by this time and Miss 
Bertha Winter of Deer Park won the ladies' seven mile event at the 
Montreal Star's competition. Over 120 ladies started and all except 
fifteen finished the Panenuee’ 

Junior and school children's competitions were gaining in 
popularity. La Presse, on September it 908% Peporited that "ten young 
Montrealers have sailed for Rome to take part in the international 
athletic tournament at the Vatican." In the West, Edmonton reported that 
over 2,000 children attended the first annual athletic competition of the 


Public and High Schools, [17° Alberta also had their first Provincial 


Ligt 


Championship in 1908 and the first Harrier's club was formed at the 


Edmonton WaMcR wked “63 

In 1909, Tom Longboat, the professional, influenced many Canadian 
athletes to turn professional, including; Simpson, the"Ojibway Thunderbolt", 
Sherring, the 1906 Olympic victor, Coley, the ex-Olympian, John D. Marsh 
of Winnipeg, Wood, Meadows, Paul Acoose_ the Grenfell Indian, Percy 
Sellen and Hans Holmer of Halifax. He also attracted many foreign runners, 
including; Alfred Shrubb, the World Professional Champion of Great Britain, 
St. Yves of France, Pietri of Italy, Svanberg of Sweden, Hayes and Nebrich, 
both of the United States. This impressive group of athletes provided 


North American spectators with many thrilling races over the next four or 


five years. 








i 
setae: September 28, 1908. at bids, November 2, 1908. 
IEA Uy amon con Bulletin, October 10, 1908. 
1122 1122 


Ibid., August 22, 1908. Ibid., April 16, 1908. 
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Many other famous athletes were prominent in Canadian track and 
field during 1909. Mr. George Goulding broke the Canadian one mile 
walking Pemcadas and Walter Knox equalled the world 100 yards record 
of 9-3/5 seconds in a race at the Golden Gate Stadium in San Fran- 
ciaco, 12% At the 1909 annual. C.A.A.U, championships, held in Winnipeg, 
JH. Gillis of the Vancouver Police Athletic Association won the all- 
round championship of Canada, defeating George Barber of the Toronto 
Central Y.M.C.A. by three podinbae eo 

Canadian athletics was strengthened considerably in 1909 when the 
two opposing organizations, the A.A.F. of C. and the C.A.A.U., combined 
to form the Amateur Athletic Union of Gana cic Another important 
organization which was formed that same year was the Canadian Olympic 
Committee ,;which was to select future teams and arrange the necessary 
finances ye international competition. 112? 

Universities in the East organized the first intercollegiate cross- 
country competition, at which the University of Toronto defeated Queen's 
and McGill. + i In 1909 an innovation was introduced into track and 
- field in Canada when the Irish-Canadian Athletic Club had moving pictures 


1129 
taken of some of the events at their Scarborough Beach meet. 


11237ne Globe and-Mail, June 28, 1909. 


pe adh and Howell, op.cit., p.151. 


feat 4G ohesnid Mall “psutge 1a 900. 
1126 utes of the 1910 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., November 
aie L909 2 
Li2g 
Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.154. 
LPH p.263. 
112 


"the Globe and Mail, June 11, 1909. 
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George Goulding, in 1910, broke the one mile walking record 
in a handicap race at the Eaton meet in Toronto, and his time was 6 
: 1130 : 

minutes 25-4/5 seconds. Later Goulding travelled to England and 
defeated Captain Webb, the English champion, in races over one and 

: ‘pees ; ; 
three miles. Jimmy George, the Beaverton Indian, won the 
Hamilton Herald's road race for the second consecutive year and became 

W132 
the first athlete to perform this feat. Fred Meadows defeated 
Ljungstrom of Sweden to win the Canadian Derby (professional race) over 
fifteen miles at Toronto. This was his second successive victory in 
‘ 1133 

this event. 

Track and field, in 1910, was losing some of its popularity and 
many athletes turned to more influential sports or activities. 
Frank Lukeman, Canada's champion sprinter, for example, decided to play 

1134 
with the Ottawa Rough Riders' football team. Alfred Shrubb was 
more inventive and developed a new electric running machine ( the fore- 
runner of the modern treadmill). The machine was a motor driven belt 
which passed over a table and could be regulated at speeds varying from 
five to twenty-five miles per hour. He proposed to use it as a vaudeville 
E135 

act to show himself all over the country. 

Organizations were always looking for novel methods to promote 
interest in a sport. The West IndY.M,.C.A. of Toronto devised a "Telephone 


Athletic Meet" with the Rochester Y.M,C.A. The events were: "60 yards 


potato race, running high jump, standing broad jump, fence vault and the 


ide June 11, 1910. Bo hd on September 12, 1910. 
ere da: November 1, 1910. eden ae ba February 7, 1910. 
1134 


tbid., October: 3; 1910. 


Been ton Bulletin, March 28, 1910. 
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1136 


stadium run< The final results were not published. 

At the coronation of King George V, a Festival of Empire was held 
in London in 1911, and Canada proved to be too strong for the other 
countries, defeating the United Kingdom, with Australia Ehivda, Cosmin the 
Earl of Lonsdale oan tba Frank Halbaus won the 100 and 220 yards events, 
John Tait won the one mile, Mel Brock was third in the 880 yards and 


1138 Walter 


Frank Lukeman was second in the 120 yards hurdles event. 
Knox, who was on the Canadian team, was unsuccessful at the Festival, 
but later toured England and Scotland and won 57 races during his 
i359 
COuUL. 
George Goulding, the United States and Canadian walking champion, 


continued his success when he defeated George E. Larner, the English 


and Olympic champion, over one mile at the Eaton Games at Toronto 


1140 1141 


tsland, and over three miles at Scarborough Beach. These two 
victories made him the undisputed champion of the world. Alex Decoteau, 
of Edmonton, was a splendid runner over five miles. In 1911 he won the 


Ross Cup for the Provincial Championship over five miles fomsthe gfifth 


1142 
time, in 28 minutes, 31 seconds, and thereby set a new record. 





1136p 6ronto Daily Star, March 19, 1910. 


bie inate’ of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U. of C., p.49. 


1 ean itoba Free Press, June 26, 1911. 


TiS 
Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.15l. 


1140 
Manitoba Free Press, June 12, 1911. 


LR Globe and Mail, June 23, 1911. 


1142 
Edmonton Bulletin, May 1, 1911. 
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The Y.M.C.As. of Canada must be given considerable credit for 
maintaining the popularity of track and field and the development of 
many of its top athletes. In 1911 a nation-wide Hexathlon was started. 
It was a continuation of the "telephone meet" previously mentioned. 
Senior and junior teams took part from Edmonton, Galt, London, Orillia, 
Stratford, Brantford, Peterborough, Sherbrooke, Vancouver, Regina and 
Belleville. Edmonton won the senior series and finished second to 
Orillia in the junior. a 
Canada, in 1911, gained representation on the International 
Olympic Committee in the person of General Williams (the Commanding 
Officer of the Canadian Forces in ecomtandinites: Another organization 
was under consideration in Montreal. T. Yates Foster wanted to form 
a time-keeper's association, which would benefit every branch of sport. 
Foster said "the stopwatch in the hands of a novice is useless... 
the McGill-Queen's game two weeks ago played 43 minutes in the first 
quarter", +445 Unfortunately this organization did not become a reality, 
though if it had many sports would undoubtedly have benefitted. 
In 1912 Canadian athletes were successful at the Stockholm Olympic 
Games. George Goulding retained his world walking championship by 
winning the 10,000 metres walk; and P.J. McDonald of the Irish-Canadian 
Athletic Club, is listed in The Globe on July 11, 1912, as winning the 


Shotput with 50 feet and 4 inches, a new record. This result has not been 


substantiated in other sources. Cal Bricker was second in the running 


LS» ran gomay LISEDOLYY 
eae Globe and Mail, June 16, 1911. 
1145_ 


Edmonton Bulletin, November 11, 1911. 
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long jump, Duncan Gillis second in the hammer throw and Frank Lukeman 


third in the nennerh Vannes Canada finished ninth in the team 


P 147 
standings. 
Jim Duffy, of the Eaton's Amateur Athletic Club, finished 
fifth in the Olympic Marathon and was the top amateur distance runner 


in Canada over the next three years. His victories during that period 


included: the Ward Marathon and the Hamilton Herald's road race in 
1148 


record time in 1912; the New York Yonker's Marathon (his third attempt 
at the race) and the Hamilton Herald's road race again in Oh) eae and 
the Boston Marathon in Cy Ce ae Unfortunately for Canada, Duffy was 

LES) 


killed early in the war. 

George Goulding was the most successful Canadian athlete in 
1912. Apart from his Olympic victory he broke the world's four mile 

1152 
indoor record in New York and established twelve new world walking 
. 1153 ? 

records in that year. Alex Decoteau of Edmonton continued to 
dominate distance events in the West, and in the first annual provincial 


indoor meet in Alberta, held at the Edmonton Y.M.C.A., he won the two 


mile event. Earlier in the year Decoteau reached the final of the 5,000 


RATE op.cit., pp.111-114. 

each, Globe and Mail, July 15, 1912. 

thee nid. October 7, and October 29, 1912. 
tbe 2 bade: May .31, and October 21, 1913. 
1150ipid., April 21, 1914. 

eee icant on Bulletin, May 10, 1915. 

Lia 


The Globe and Mail, April 1, 1912. 


$535 14, November 20, 1912. 
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metres race at the Olympics, 1154 


1155 


He was another fine athlete to 
lose his life in the war. 
Walter Knox, in 1912, turned professional and defeated John 
A. McDonald to win the all-round American professional championship by 
winning seven out of the ten events. Two years later, in 1914, he 
travelled to England and defeated F.R. Cramb of Scotland in six out of 
eight events, at Manchester, to win the all-round professional champion- 
ship of the world, 1156 Following his success as a trainer with the 1912 
Canadian Olympic team, and his world all-round championship victory, 
Knox was appointed by the Amateur Athletic Association of Great Britain 
as chief trainer for the English team at a salary of £2,000 per year for 
three years with a travelling allowance of £750 each Sve mara 
In 1913 the Canadian Championships were held in Vancouver for the 
first time. Army Howard, the controversial negro sprinter from Winnipeg's 
North End Amateur Athletic Club, won the 100 and 220 yards eranés) 7° 
Alberta's athletes excelled at the championships, with R. Haliburton 
winning the running broad jump and the hop, step and jump, Ross Sheppard 
the standing high jump (both Haliburton and Sheppard were from the 
Edmonton Y.M.C.A.), A.A. Copping won the one mile and Alex Decoteau the 


biog 
two mile events (both were from the Edmonton Police Athletic Club). 


1154 dmonton Bulletin, November 13, 1912. 
1a idal January 16, 1918. 
1156 


Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 


LISA fae ehe Free Press, January 16, 1914, 


11581444,, september 8, 1913. 


11595 amonton Bulletin, September 9, 1913. 
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University track and field continued to develop as Dalhousie and other 
Maritimes universities held their first intercollegiate track and field 


goethe 129 


George Goulding continued to break Canadian, American and 

world walking records and, on October 6, 1914, with twelve walkers of 
the Central Y.M.C.A., formed the Toronto Central Walker's Ciiubrelnent This 
was probably the first such club in Canada. Hans Holmer, the 
Halifax runner, won the Scottish Powderhall Marathon for the second 
tans, 183 Avenel Jamieson, the young Indian from Woodstock, running 
for the Ramblers' Bicycle Club of Hamilton, won the Hamilton Herald road 
race. Jamieson was hailed as Longboat's successor, as the run was 
his third Marathon victory in as many sicartsat!°° 

In 1914 Montreal staged the first Marathon race held in Canada 
over the actual Olympic distance. The race was held in connection with 
the Cartier celebrations, and many valuable prizes were aatded Mire 
Mr. James G. Merrick, president of the A.A.U.of C., reported that in 
future Olympics women would be able to compete in the various eben -)°? 
The Canadian Championships, in 1914, were to be held in Charlottetown on 
Prince Edward Island, but had to be cancelled because of the outbreak 


of the First World War. 


Track and field events were not greatly affected until the end of 





1160) i sakowski, LOCEE LE « 


116line Globe and Mail, October 17, 1914. 


11625444, January 3, 1914. Poeiehe,, October 31, 1914. 


LLOS ri Presse, September 10, 1914. 


116546 Globe and Mail, August 5, 1914. 
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1916. The Manitoba branch of the A.A.U.of C., in 1915, conducted their 


3lst Dominion Athletic Championships at Winnipeg but were not continued 


in the following edad San The final results of the meet were Manitoba 


first with 52 points, Saskatchewan 21, Ontario 20, Quebec 19, Alberta 18 


and British Columbia 14 sole ey A French-Canadian, Edouard Fabre, 


running for the Richmond Athletic Club of Montreal, became prominent in 


the still popular Marathon event in 1915. He won the nineteenth Boston 


Amateur Athletic Association's ECA eas a ten mile race at Bunting 


Park, Lowell, Meccachusetes 2. and the National Marathon Championship 


dee oan Evenciscosan * 


Jim Corkery won the 1915 Hamilton Herald's road race from 


gl OF es 


Jamieson, and only seven entered for the event. In 1916 Private 


Corkery of the 180 Sportsmen's Battalion won the event with Private 


Arthur Jamieson of the 114th Battalion in the same place as the previous 


year. The race in 1916 was open only to soldier aeieeees Military 


track and field events were being run all over Canada at this time. In 


ily ace 


Edmonton the Military Road Race had 90 entrants, in 1915. Public 


resentment against Germany was typified by the announcement that no 





aoo Mann eons Free Press, July 3, 1915. 
Bae Orne Globe and Mail. July. 14, 1915. 
BS ai Presse, April 20, 1915. 
ete ES Globe and Mail, June 1, 1915. 
1170vanitoba Free Press, August 30, 1915. 
Li/¢ A 

The Globe and Mail, October 12, 1915. 
ae October 10, 1916. 
117s 


Edmonton Bulletin, April 24, 1915. 
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athlete of German parentage would be permitted to take part in the 
; 1174 

Martin road race that year, 

Across Canada, Sportsmen's Battalions were formed which attracted 
many of the country's outstanding athletes. Tom Longboat enlisted with 

; ; : LT 5 
the 125th Battalion at Brantford in the scout section. Two days 
later, when he learned of the 180th Sportsmen's Battalion in Toronto, 
1176 
he ran from Brantford to Toronto and requested to be transferred, 
Longboat's old manager, now Captain Tom Flanagan was placed in charge 
ee ; Li77 abe 

of the Second Division athletic program, and within weeks Longboat 
was running races against Jim Corkery the amateur (without loss of his 
amateur status - a wartime dispensation by the A.A.U. of C.). Many 
of these races and other athletic events took place in the new 15,000 
‘ F : 1179 
seat stadium built at Camp Hughes in Toronto. 

During the war Canadian athletes competed in many events which 
were staged in England or the battle fields in France, sometimes close 
to the front lines. Names such as Longboat, Kerr, Tait, Wood, Keeper, 
Tresidder, Corkery, Howard, and many others were prominent in such 
events. George Goulding continued his success, taking part in many 
Patriotic Races to raise funds for the war effort, and many world records 
were broken or bettered by his outstanding performances until he retired 

1180 


in 1917 to take a position with Toronto's Central Y.M.C.A, 


The war was over in 1918, but not before it had claimed the lives 


1174ee°Giopeland Mail, “Way 17,' 1915. 

11 72hg 1Gle February 17, 1916. 29 99y ia. February 19, 1916. 
1178 

PITT pga» , March 15, 1916. Ibid. -Aprii 22, 1916. 

1179 1180 


Ibid., May 4, 1916. Ibid., November 16, 1917. 
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of nearly 63,000 Canadians. Track and field lost many fine athletes, 


including such men as Duffy, Decoteau (both mentioned previously). 


1181 


A.E. (Ted) Wood, Martin Sheridan and M.H. Griffin (discus) ,1182 


Many patients in hospitals after the war were encouraged to take 


part in special field days as an aid in ¥ehabilitation.-~°” Soldiers 


who had lost limbs in the war were given a chance to use their artificial 


arms and legs in special track and field meets which were organized by 


1184 


the Patriotic Association. The Inter-Allied Games were organized to 


entertain soldiers waiting to be mobilized in 1919 in France. Canadian 


athletes came second in the 4 x 200 metres relay to the United States, 


and Army Howard Finished third in the 100 metres behind two United 


1285 
States sprinters. It is of interest to note that, at these games, 


held in Pershing Stadium, an army chaplain won the hand-grenade throwing 


1186 
contest. 


Track and field regained much of its pre-war popularity by 1919. 
The Y.M.C.A's. continued to organize competitions, and the Central.Y.M.C.A. 


in Toronto arranged several twilight meets on the University of Toronto 


track as soon as it was ready for ste Most of the provinces held 


their championships in 1919, and some even re-organized their Indoor 


Std November 7, 1917. 


1182 
Edmonton Bulletin, April 23, 1918. 


aC Globe and Mail, September 24, 1919. 


1Le4nid., June 14. 1919. 


11835 amonton Bulletin, June 30, 1919. 


118676 Globe and Mail, June 27, 1919. 


118Jtn1d., May 10, 1919. 
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; 18 
Provincial Championships (such as Alberta ie The Canadian Champion- 
ships, however, were not held in 1919, and even in 1920 only Olympic 
1189 
trials were staged at the Montreal A.A.A, grounds. The first post- 


war Canadian Championships were not conducted until 1922 when they were 


1190 


held in Calgary, but obviously all was not peaceful in the A.A.U. of C. 


as the Ontario branch conducted a meet on the same day as Calgary's 


Ley 
championship meet. a The reason for the absence of the 1921 Champion- 


ships was that "no application was received for this important event and 


it went by default", 1192 


Tom Longboat, within two months of his arrival back in Canada, 
was racing again. This time he defeated Queal, who had vanquished him 
many years previously, in the Grand Army of Canada open-air show at 


Toronto Island Stadium in a three mile event. His time was 16 minutes and 


L193 
9 seconds. In 1920 Longboat requested a land grant at Prince Albert 


from the Saskatchewan government. The last report of him, in this 


period, was that in July, 1920, he was running exhibition races against 


EL 
the clock each night that the Edmonton Exhibition was in progress. eS 


The Marathon recaptured much of its old popularity after the war. 


1188; dmonton Bulletin, November 21, 1919. 


one Presse, July 18, 21920. 


1190 
Calgary Herald, August 12, 1920. 
91 
The Globe and Mail, August 12, 1920. 


TO nutts of the 1921 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U. of C., p./. 


Vi93 
2 The Globe and Mail, July 19, 1919. 


1194, Did, May 5, 1920. 
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Eddie Lawrence, of the Canadian Pacific Railway A.A.A, of Montreal, 

won the fourteenth St. Catharine's road race. He showed little sign of 
é ‘ : 1196 

trouble from his war wound, being shot through the stomach in France, 

Albert Smoke, the Peterborough Indian, won the Ontario Olympic 
Marathon of fifteen miles at St. Catharine's and received the Chamber of 

- where ihe W) 

Commerce prize - a trip to Antwerp to participate in the Olympics. 

High schools and universities became more interested in the sport 
in 1920. Over fifty high schools participated in the intercollegiate 
track and field meet held in London, Ontario,on May de The Western 
universities held an intercollegiate meet in Winnipeg, with the Universities 
of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba taking part. Manitoba won the meet 
and challenged the East in the National Universities Championships at 
Toronto on October 29, 1920. Manitoba eventually participated but were 
only classed as visitors. This led to the formation of the Canadian Inter- 

; f : 1199 
collegiate Track and Field Union that same year. 

The 1920 Olympic Games at Antwerp proved to be unsuccessful for 
the Canadian track and field team. The team, however, appeared to be very 
strong and was truly national in nature, as it included athletes from 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec. Only one 
medal was won when the stadium events had been completed, Earl 
Thompson of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, won the 110 metres hurdles in 


the record time of 14-4/5 seconds , -209 





oT ice October 14, 1919. 


AVS Por Free Press, May 25, 1920. 


ere Globe and Mail, May 26, 1920. 


ces CE and Howell, op.cit., p.264. 


Ee Mant eoba Free Press, August 9, 1920. 
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Fig, #>. Bobby Kerr one of Canada's top sprinters winner of 
a gold medal in the 200 metres and a bronze medal 
in the 100 metres events in the 1908 London Olympics. 























Fig. 26. Earl Thomson winning the 110 metres hurdles race 
at the Antwerp Olympics in 1920. 
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By 1920 Canadian track and field had lost much of its pre-war 
popularity, the professionals no longer attracted large crowds and thus 
moved to other countries or into other sports or retired. The rise in 
popularity of football and recreational sports such as golf helped the 
decline of this once-famous sport into a well-organized activity which 
produced little interest in public life except, perhaps, during the 


Olympic years. 


Summary 


From 1900 to 1920 summer sports in Canada underwent many changes. 


The introduction of professionalism into a sport usually caused a 


decline. Lacrosse, for example, lost much of its popularity because of 


the brutality and fierce competition. The professional game was not 


re-introduced after the First World War and amateur lacrosse lost much 


of its public support. 

Two sports which rose rapidly in their popular appeal when 
professional athletes appeared were cycling and marathon running events, 
and these also declined rapidly in interest as the spectators tired 
of such exhibitions. 

Golf, unlike these other sports, flourished under professional 


leadership, but it was still the amateur game which cultivated the 
professional game. 


It was during this era that great movements concernéd with the 
emancipation of women were seen, and women increasingly invaded the realm 
of sport, with few sports escaping their attention - softball, cycling, 


golf, lawn bowls, tennis and even shooting were the main ones in which 


they participated. 
The First World War produced many changes. During the years from 


1916 to 1918 most major leagues in the various summer sports did not 
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ZAL 
function. Sportsmen's Battalions were formed and the Military 
Leagues, due to an extremely high standard, attracted many leading 
athletes. The war did not affect the more senior or recreational 
activities such as golf, lawn bowls and cycling. Interest in junior and 
school league sports for boys and girls was greatly increased. Cricket, 
a prominent pre-war sport, did not maintain this eminence after 1918. 

Baseball continued its development during these twenty years to 
become Canada's most popular sport. Other sports, such as Canadian 
football and golf, increased their popularity and, by 1920, football had 
all the attributes necessary for its eventual domination of summer 
sport. Preferences for particular sports were developed in certain 
areas of the provinces: English rugby, for example, was only played in 
British Columbia and areas of the Maritimes, while lacrosse was confined 
to British Columbia. 

Several new sports became popular during this time, namely squash, 
handball, softball, automobile and motor cycle racing. The latter two 
were greatly influenced by the war, as the need for improved transport- 
ation caused the automobile and motor cycle to undergo rapid development. 

The Prairies developed considerably during these two decades and 
as they had no previous sporting heritage they became very progressive 
and tended to accept change, and particularly American ideas, more rapidly 
than the East. Although it was Ontario which developed the Burnside 
rules for Canadian football, it was the West which accepted them. The 
Prairies were progressive in their outlook in all sports and, in most 
cases, led the way in their improvements. 


The Maritimes, wlike the Prairies, Ontario and Qubec were eomomically depressed 
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and sport was never encouraged to the extent that it was in other parts 
of Canada. In comparison with Ontario, Quebec and the Prairies, the 
Maritimes produced comparatively few champion sportsmen or national teams. 

Canada entered the Olympic Games officially in 1904 at St. Louis 
and achieved instant success through the likes of E. Desmarteau (56lbs. 
weight throwing event), the Winnipeg Shamrocks (lacrosse), Galt Football 
Club (soccer) and George S. Lyon (golf) who all won gold medals. At the 
Festival of Empire Games in London in 1911, Canada demonstrated her 
superiority over the other commonwealth countries by placing first in a 
series of events including track and field, swimming, boxing and 
wrestling. This internationalism developed in many sports and touring 
teams, either to or from Canada, were numerous during the period. 

The Y¥.M.C.A's had a marked effect on many sports, and usually 
when a "Y' was established in a city all sports benefitted greatly from 
this highly organized association. Universities also influenced the 
growth of many sports. Canadian football, for example, owed its modern 
rules to "Thrift" Burnside of the University of Toronto. The Grey Cup 
was dominated by the Eastern universities during the period and both 
lacrosse and track and field were of a very high standard in these 
institutions. 

William Sherring, in 1906, won the marathon at Greece's "off 
season" Olympics and started the "Marathon mania" which later attracted 
athletes from all over the world to compete in North America. But it 
was the Onondaga Indian, Tom Longboat, with his amazing ability for 
running and capturing publicity, who popularized professional track events. 
Longboat was later followed by a long list of Indian runners who excelled 


in this event. 
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Canada's minority group, the French Canadians, were not very 
prominent in summer sport with the exception of lacrosse, in which they 
produced some remarkable players, with ''Newsy'' Lalonde, perhaps, the 
principal exponent. Track and field was another sport which attracted 
their interest and Desmarteau was outstanding in this sport. 

Technology was responsible for many improvements in facilities, 
equipment, transportation and communication, which allowed sport to become 
standardized and, as a consequence, it increased its spectator and 
participant level. The introduction of electric light as a means of 
illuminating the various sports facilities played a major role in this 
increased interest in physical activities. This extended playing time, 
and allowed many people who previously had not been able to do so,to use 
the facilities. 

The formation of the powerful Amateur Athletic Union of Canada, 
in 1909, was an attempt to fight professionalism and organize many sports 
which previously had not been able to adopt common rules. This 
organization allowed Canada to send representative teams to the Olympic 
Games, and caused many other sporting bodies to follow their example in 


the selection of Canada-wide teams. 
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CHAPTER IV 
WINTER SPORTS 


The first two decades of the twentieth century produced many 
changes in Canadian society. One trend was the move away from outdoor 
activity. Many of the popular nineteenth century outdoor winter sports 
lost much of their public appeal as this change developed. Curling, 
hockey and ice-skating were adapted to indoor play, but those which 
could not make the change, such as ice-boating, snowshoeing, tobogganing 
and ice-trotting, quickly lost their popularity. 

This movement of sports indoors had a variety of effects. New 
activities, such as volleyball, squash, five and ten-pin bowling and 
table tennis (ping-pong) were developed. At the same time some of the 
older indoor games, for example, billiards, boxing, gymnastics and roller 
skating, increased their popularity. This indoor trend produced greater 
participation in these sports, but more apparent was the tremendous 


increase in spectators at the various sporting functions. 


Basketball 

By the end of the nineteenth century basketball had spread, along 
with the Y.M.C,As., across Canada, and was played in most of the major 
cities. Women were playing the game in Wenteeaia and probably other 


Eastern cities. The universities of Toronto and McGill had been playing 





Stewart A. Davidson, "A History of Sport and Games in Eastern 
Canada Prior to World War I". Unpublished Ed.D. Thesis, Teachers' College, 
Columbia University, New York, 1951, p.100. 
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basketball since the early 1890's,” and schools in Toronto and Quebec 
had regular leagues. International matches had taken place between 
teams from the United States and Canada. 

In Eastern Canada the Y.M.C.A's. had been mainly responsible for 
the introduction and spread of basketball. This was not the situation 
in the Prairies and Western Canada; the Militia was, in the main, 
responsible for its introduction, and the Y.M.C.A's., as they developed 
early in the 1900's, popularized the game. In Winnipeg, in 1900, the 
first match of the season was reported °. being played between B and F 
Companies of the 90th Rifle's Battalion, in the drill hall, before a 
large crowd of spectators and B Company emerged victors 4-0. A later 
reported indicated that five teams played in the Militia competition 
(A,B,D,E and F Companies), that D Company were the eventual champions 
and that all Companies had both senior and junior teams. 

The Maritimes had not accepted basketball as early as Quebec and 
Ontario, but by 1900 such centres as "St.John, Moncton and Milltown, 

New Brunswick and St. Stephen and Amherst, Nova Scotia, were playing under 


the auspices of their local Y.M.C.A's.""> 


Montreal had been the early 
centre of the game in the East and, in LOGO that city's (Yetiocnes 


hosted junior, intermediate, senior and businessmen’ s 


2Barry E. Mitchelson, "The Evolution of Men's Basketball in Canada, 
1892-1936". Unpublished M.A. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
1968 ,p.61. 

3Manitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, March 15, 1900. 

4tbid., November 2, and December 12, 1900. 


SMitchelson, ap Jet). p 6). 
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Fig. 27. The University of Toronto's Basketball Team, 1910- 
0 dal Intercollegiate champions. 





Pigsezu. The Edmonton Grads of 1922, first Canadian basketball 
champions, their career covering a span of 25 years, 
1915-1940. 
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lenaues?* The Toronto Y.M.C.A., in 1900, had a ten team league’ and 
regular challenge matches were played between Toronto's Central and West 


8 Other cities in Ontario where 


End Y.M.C.A's. and the Hamilton Y.M.C.A. 
the game was popular included: Brantford, Belleville, Peterborough, 
London, Windsor and Kingston.” 

Basketball was popular in schools and, in 1900, Toronto had formed 
The Public Schools' Basketball Committee and developed a league with 
eight senior and fourteen junior teams, 19 and a schoolgirls' league with 
eighteen junior and seven senior teams in the 1900-1 Ae asOnE Churches 
in Toronto had teams playing challenge matches and, on March 9, 1900, 


2 


All Saints defeated St. Stephen's by 2320/1 Innovations were often 


reported, and in Philadelphia in 1901 the game was played on roller 
skates as a popular and new sport. !3 


The Winnipeg Y.M.C.A. completed their gymnasium on January 17, 


14 
1901, and by March a senior and junior basketball league was in- 


ie 16 


augurated, A later report listed fourteen teams in the two divisions. 
Great rivalry developed between the Y.M.C.A. and the 90th Battalion teams 


in those early years. 


Ss eeeoe ral Daily Star, Montreal, January to December, 1900. 
‘the Globe and Mail, Toronto, December 12, 1900. 


B iddi January 1, January 2, and March 3, 1900. 


"i tohelacnt loascity 

10,19 cighe andgllatd oGctonen 9, 1900Prmta. Teiduer¥ayi11190901. 

12 84d, , March, 12,.1900; 13tbid,, January 8, 1901. 
14 


M.G. Ross, The Y.M.C.A. in Canada, (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 
195) ¢-p5259% | 


16 
bani tobe Free Press, March 16, 1901. Ibid., November 11, 1901. 
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The Royal Victoria College for women, in Montreal, was the first 
university to introduce women's basketball. The girls played inter- 
class games,which were organized by the Athletic Club at the university. !/ 
The game was not always played indoors and, in fact, most of Toronto's 
Public School League games were played in the school playground. A 
report in The Globe indicated this and the rough play which was one 
at that time. 

At the Dufferin school grounds yesterday in the 

Dufferin versus Wellesley junior game, the Dufferin's 

captain Albert Hopkins (only after a few minutes of 

play) was forced against a tree and had his arm broken 

below the elbow. They still won 7-0. 

One indication of the growth in the game's popularity was that the 
Toronto Y.M.C.A., in 1901, reported they had 140 players in regular 
Peeceitien 

In 1901 the famous Buffalo German team visited Toronto and 
ferticen That same year the Hamilton Y.M.C.A. team played a series 
of challenge matches and eventually claimed to be "Dominion champions" .*! 

The game continued to spread across Canada and, in 1902, it was 
introduced into Vancouver by the meas In Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, a report stated that the Tartars defeated the Gymnasium team 
7-2 in the Y.M.C.A. gymnasium, and a few nights earlier the University 


Mola McGill, McGill University Yearbook, 4:143, 1901. 


18 the Globe and Mail, May 16, 1901. 
(er OL an: 

Ibid., November 20, 1901. Teec.4 Jandary 22, °1901. 
a1 


Lbid.. Janyary 2, L901, 


220 7, Hepbron (ed.), Spalding's - Official Basketball Guide for 
1914-15, (New York: American Sports Publishing Company, 1914), p.209. 
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7a 


defeated the Normal School team 10-6. In Winnipeg, girl's schools 


teams were formed in 1902, with the Isbister school having the first 

team, followed closely by Argyle school and others .o7 
The Crowe trophy was introduced in 1902 and was emblematic of 

the championships of Manitoba and the Great Northwest. In its first 

year only teams from Winnipeg competed for the trophy and the Garnets 

and Arrow were joint brenely 7 Basketball had developed sufficiently 

by 1902 that new and improved equipment was being introduced, and in 

that year suction soled shoes were brought out by the Spalding EMieny-° 
The Maritimes continued to show interest in the game,and in 1903 

the University of New Brunswick played Acadia University in the Y.M.C.A. 


gymnasium at St. John, New Brunswick.~/ 


In Toronto the three colleges 
of the University of Toronto, University College, Victoria College and 
St. Hilda's College had by 1903 organized girl's basketball clubs,and 
these were the pioneers in the development of a women's intercollegiate 
league, inaugurated in 1910.°° 

The first school basketball on the Prairies was played in the 


Mormon community of Raymond, Alberta, in 1903. The following year Stirling 


formed a team to play Raymond,and this was the first school game in the 





ote Reporter and Fredericton Advocate, Fredericton, February 26, 
1902, 


24 
Manitoba Free Press, October 10, 1902. 


2a tbid., November 29, 1902. 


aoe pence oprcbt- 1902-3, p.20r. 


a Mantroal Daily Star, November 26, 1903. 


28uargaret A. Hall, "A History of Women's Sport in Canada Prior 
to World War I", unpublished M.A, Thesis, The University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, 1968, pp.137-8. 
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29 ‘ela 
area. In Winnipeg the Fargo, North Dakota, team defeated the 90th 
30 
Battalion 24-21 inia hard if not very scientific same. The Buffalo 
German team continued to issue its challenges, and in 1903 Brantford 


Y.M.C.A. defeated the "Germans" in Brantford aslo es but lost 29-10 


when they travelled to Buffalo for the return mateh 
In 1904 a team made up chiefly of Hamilton's Independents 
travelled to St. Louis for the World's Fair and finished third among 
forty clubs from the United States and ehgesd. a That same year an 
international league was formed with teams from Detroit, Michigan and 
Windsor, Ooearice Toronto held an international tournament with teams 
from Buffalo, Tonawanda, the Central Y.M.C.A. and the West End Y.M.C.A, 
(both of Tenant oh aa Intercollegiate games were first staged in Toronto, 
when McGill defeated Queen's, in Tote 
The 90th Battalion had its most successful season in the Winnipeg 
competition in 1904, when they won the Crowe Trophy and also defeated 
Fargo to become the champions of Manitoba, the Canadian North West and 
North ioe In Vancouver the Y.M.C.A. was established in 1904, and 
the usual basketball league was started the same year .>° Winnipeg's 
22Mitchelson, Op.clts,  pp.53-0; 
3°vanitoba Free Press, April 10, 1903. 


34 ay) 
The Globe and Mail,- February 21,1903. bid. . MarcheZze 1903. 


33Ree Jay, "Basketball - Always Big in Hamilton", Centennial 
Sports Review, (Hamilton, 1967), p.1l. 


34the Globe and Mail, December 14, 1904. 
ane 26.5 
Ibid., January 2, 1904 Ibid., February 8, 1904. 


3/Manitoba Free Press, March 24, 1904. 
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churches played their first basketball game,when the Central Con- 
gregational Church challenged Knox Church in 1904.°” An interesting 
rule change, in 1904, stated that in future all boundary lines had to 
be straight lines as well as being three feet from walls or other 
bayeenen® 

The Ontario Y.M.C.A,. League was formed in 1905. Whichwas even- 
tually won by the Hamilton Y.M.C.A. which defeated Ottawa in Toronto's 
Central Y,M.C.A. gymnasium az. Jat Later that year Toronto, Hamilton 
and Brantford teams formed the Canadian Basketball Héngweh'? 

In 1905, basketball in the universities, was developing rapidly. 
McGill played a home-and-home series with the Universities of Rochester’? 
and Wernoné.tt In the West, the University of Manitoba formed their first 
team when Wesley College, an affiliate of the university, entered 
Winnipeg's Y.M.C.A. senior atte feet School sport was also progressing 
as the St. John, New Brunswick, Intermediate Y.M.C.A. team played the 
Mission School senior nana, 2 This was the first recorded school basket- 
ball played in the Maritimes. 

Rapid expansion in the West, and continued growth in the Maritimes, 


were the main features of 1906. The Edmonton Y.M.C.A. commenced its 


building program?’ and the Calgary School Board introduced the game into 


3 
dats Boba Free Press, March 8, 1904. 


“Dita} Weyand, The Cavalcade of Basketball, (New York: Macmillan 


Company, 1960), pp.11-15. 


ee Globe and Mail, April 25, 1905. a ada November 10, 1905. 
+s Thid., danuary? 17, 1905.; Oren Geen] Daily Star, March 4, 1905. 
45 


Manitoba Free Press, November 5, 1905. 


4666. John Daily Sun, St.John, New Brunswick, November 22, 1905. 


Sea mann cr Bulletin, November 24, 1906. 
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their schools by supplying "iron hoops" on poles in their playgrounds. ?° 
The University of British Columbia, in this period, formed their 
basketball epee i The churches in the Maritimes were playing the game 
in 1906, and the first game was played when St. Luke's of St. John, New 
Brunswick, challenged St. George's of Carleton.>? 
Two teams from the United States travelled to Canada for games in 
1906. The Crescents of Chicago were defeated by the Hamilton Y.M.C.A. 
team, paw tea and the Buffalo Y.M.C.A. team defeated Toronto's Central 
Niet ouel\ 0)» one. The Canadian game had developed to such an extent 
that, by 1906, the rules in Canada and the United States differed only 
in one minor point: the Canadian rules gave one point for a foul while in 
the United States of America the fouled player was awarded a free throw.>> 
In 1907 the University of Manitoba organized an intramural itiaeue’ 
and also played a home-and-home series with the University of North 
Dakota. Each won a fetes In that year the Quebec and Ontario Athletic 
Associations were concerned over the lack of basketball administration, 
and the C.A.A.U. organized the Interprovincial Basketball League, which 
was divided into the Eastern section (Montreal Y.M.C.A., Montreal Rail- 
road Y.M.C.A., Westmount A.C., St. Anne's A.C., Ottawa Y.M.C.A., Ottawa 
SW Steckle, "An Historical Survey of the Growth and Develop- 


ment of Interscholastic Athletics in the Public Schools of Calgary", 
Unpublished M.Sc. Thesis, University of Washington, Seattle, 1958, p.27. 


“Carte leon. OpseLts . Debian 


20st. John Daily Sun, January 20, 1906. 


ithe Globe and Mail, December 21, 1906. 


meaeld i etruary, 26. 1906. SIRE Geceitber 20.1506! 


54uanitoba Free Press, November 19, 1907. 


27afid.. january 28, and February 15, 1907. 
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A.C. and Edinboro A.C. of Ottawa), and the Western section (Toronto 
Central Y.M.C.A., West End Y.M.C.A., Hamilton Y.M.C.A., Peterborough 
ett. Gh. , branttord)'YiM.C Al) London Y.M.C.A’ and Stratford YMOC.A.y.°° 
The first East-West final was won by the Hamilton Y.M.C.A. when they 
defeated the Montreal Y.M.C.A. in both games by a total of oo-1oe 

Edmonton's Y.M.C.A. was opened in 1908, and was responsible for a 
rapid increase in the popularity of basketball. That same year the 
girl's Public School legaue was organized with four ceamsioe The Ye. A. 
senior league started with eight clubs in two sections,” and ay ¥.M.C.A, 
junior league commenced with twelve teams in three sections: working 
boys, senior school and junior school a eae The game was first played 
by the Edmonton me ie in 1908, between the Methodist's and Presbyterian's 
Ace The same year the Alberta championship was organized with 
Edmonton playing Calgary. They were both Y.M.C.A. teams, and Edmonton 
won cigar a 

In 1908, the C.A.A.U. was concerned with difficulties which had 
occurred over the use of different rules in the various leagues, and, 
after some discussion, the rules of the Y.M,C.A Athletic League of Canada 


63 
were adopted as their official rules. The following year the number of 


personal fouls required before being expelled from the game was increased 


sap Presse, Montreal, November 15, 1907. 


S/Montreal Daily Star, April 28, 1908. 


oo amont OH Bulletin, October 3, 1908. 


>9thid., November 2, 1908. 601bid., November 21, 1908. 
6lipid., December 11, 1908 62tbid., November 10, 1908. 
63 


Minutes of the 1908 Annual Meeting of the C.A.A.U,., p.13. 
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from two to five and then was reduced back to four in 1910.°" Scores 
around this period started to increase, and Toronto's Central Y.M.C.A. 
defeated Ottawa 111-31 to win the Canadian erate 

Women's leagues were being organized in many areas and a sports 
writer, in Halifax in 1910, admitted that since most towns in Nova 
Scotia had basketball teams, it was about time that Halifax formed a 
league for girls' ea Church leagues were popular by 1910 and 
Toronto had three (Pes eee while in Winnipeg a Sunday School competition 
was ieieccsted. The standard of play in Canada was improving each 
year and the Vancouver Y.M.C.A. team, in 1910, won the Pacific Northwest 
Basketball championship at Tacoma, Washington, by defeating such American 
teams as Bellingham, Everett, Seattle, Tacoma and Hoquiam.°? 

The organization of basketball had outgrown the A.A.U.of C. by 
L911. The Ontario Basketball Association was formed in December, 1911/9 
and the Quebec Basketball Association in February, 1912..° The, Ac AU. OF 
C. however still controlled the sanctioning of interprovincial and inter 
national matches and all matters pertaining to amateurism. In. the other 
seven provinces the administration was under the control of the branches 


OpecherA, ALU. of 62 


64Weyand, loc.cit. 65The Globe and Mail, December 28,1909. 


OSrhe Halifax Herald. Halataxw, GJlaguary 26,) L910: 


©/Mitchelson, Op sOlils p7105., 


Sous ie ota Free Press -pMarch 11. 31910. 


6°2y ancouver Province, Vancouver, February 25, 1967. 


Oo ne Globe and Mail, December 4, 1911. 
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Basketball steadily progressed in Canadian universities. The 
University of Alberta organized its first team in 1911 to play in the 
Edmonton senior Y.M.C.A. Tea gl In the Maritimes the University of 
New Brunswick team toured Ontario and played some excellent matches, 
losing narrowly to the Ottawa Y.M.C.A., 30-28, in an exciting pemcule 
The rules in 1911 were again revised,and the "double dribble" was 
disallowed. In the following year the two handed dribble was removed, 
the ''open bottomed net'' was introduced, and numbers were required to be 
worn on the back of the player's ee An indication of the 
popularity of basketball in the West by 1912 was that twenty two 
Y.M.C.As. in the area, all operated een various ater, he 
Winnipeg, by 1913, had increased its number of teams from five in 
1901 to aa! The following year it was reported in Edmonton that its 
Public Schools had 24 girls' and 23 boys' teams participating in the 
various junior and senior nee de In 1915, .the first of the, famous 
Edmonton Grads. teams was brought together from graduates of the John A. 
MacDougall Commercial High School, under its coach, J. Percy Page. This 


team, in its twenty-five years in operation, played 522 games in Canada, 





the United States of America and Europe, winning Sone 
73Ramonton Bulletin, January 12, l91L. 
Tone Globe, and. Mail,, March, 7,,de41. 
ya : 76 : 
Mitchelson, op.cit., pp.92-8. ROS6,,.0D.Cit, , PpZ60. 


"I Manitoba Free Press, December 3, 1902, and November 12, 1913. 


78; amonton Bulletin, September 24, 1914. 


Saancy Howell and Maxwell Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life - 1700 to the present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.316. 
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The First World War did not greatly effect basketball, because it 
was chiefly popular in junior and school levels. fhe one group, 
however, which had to abandon the game was the universities and colleges, 
but after the war the great influx of students who had played 
the game caused it to be revived very quickly. 

By 1916 Provincial championships for both boys' and girls' teams 
were being held in Alberta and in that year the Commercial High (Edmonton 
Grads) defeated Camrose Normal School 12-2 to win the women's tit1e, °° 
In 1917 the Separate Schools' Girls' Basketball League was formed with 
three senior and three junior ies and in 1918 an Intercollegiate 
league was formed, also in Edmonton, with eight ceansase 

After the war the game experienced a tremendous growth at every 
level. Schools, Y.M.C.A's, Churches and City leagues were in operation 
across Canada by the beginning of 1919. Moreover, the Western Canada 
championship was in operation by this time, with the Alberta and the 


Manitoba champions playing off for the erties” Also, in that year, both 


men's and women's teams from the Universities of Alberta and Saskatchewan 
played challenge matchegs 7? The Edmonton Church League was formed in 


1919 with twelve senior feamal > and in 1920 a City Commercial League 





formed with eleven peamen ce 
80 . ’ 
Edmonton Bulletin, April 1, 1916. 
Sho. 2254 
Thad} .06. babe tyne 24 9191 7s. Lbid., January 20, 191s, 
83 


Manitoba Free Press, April 5, 1919. 
O umonbon Bulletin, February 24, and March 4, 1919. 
85tbid., November 15, 1919. 


86 
Thid.j.January» 21,1 1920. 
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In 1920, the western universities (Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta) formed the Western Canada Intervarsity Athletic Union?! and the 


88 The 


following year their first championship was won by Alberta. 
University of Alberta was strong in 1920 and, after winning the provincial 
title, travelled east to play in the Dominion Giiefonsniss 

Basketball was entering a period when the great number of teams 
participating in the sport needed to be controlled,not only by a 
provincial organization but a national one as well. On November 15, 1920 
the Alberta Basketball Association was formed in Calgary, with Cecil E. 
Race, of the University of Alberta, as the PIrst presidént:?? This 
organization led directly to the formation of the Canadian Amateur 


Basketball Association in.1923, with Race also the first president.’ 


Bowling 


Ten pin bowling was developed by the Americans from the English 
game of nine pins. By 1900 it had spread into Ontario, Quebec, Winnipeg, 
Edmonton and possibly Vancouver, although no early accounts of the game 
were found there (this may have been due to its lack of popularity at 
that time). Another feature of the game was that money prizes were 
common at almost every level at which it was played. The East was the strong 
centre of the game in Canada, because of the comparatively short distances 


to other major cities,as well as to the United States centres. The game 





8 
enh foe i op.cit., p. 1ll4. 


885 dmonton Bulletin, March 3, T92I. 


oA tae abe Free Press, March 1, 1920. 
90;4monton Bulletin, November 15, 1920. 
91 


Mitchelson, op.cit., p.90. 
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in Winnipeg consisted of challenge matches and a report in the Manitoba 
Free Press clearly indicates the level of ten pin bowling in the city. 
"The Victoria team spent a very enjoyable evening at the Rialto (Alley) 
on Wednesday night and the club is open to any challenge". ?¢ 
In the East the game was very well organized. The Toronto Ten 


93 and most of the 


Pin Bowling League in 1900 had six teams competing 
city clubs had regular tournaments. For example, Mr. George Swift won 
the Athenaeum Club's bowling prize with an average of 23819" Inter- 
provincial matches were also played between teams from the Toronto and 
Montreal leagues and in 1900 games were arranged with Detroit and 
Buffalo €daneee> 

One of the problems concerned with international matches was the 
difference in equipment. The Toronto (Canadian) alleys were smaller but 
the pins and balls were larger than the American eee This may 
account for the comparatively poor results obtained by Canadian teams 
when they played in the United States and their success against visiting 
American teams. For the second successive year the Liederkranz team won 


0.2/7 


the Toronto City League championship in 190 They later entered the 


New York Bowling Tournament, along with other Canadian teams from Montreal, 
Ottawa and Toronto. The Liederkranz were the top Canadian team in the 


tournament but could only finish 35th out of the 71 teams which entered.?° 





"dyads tobe Free Press, March 8, 1901. 


93the Globe and Mail, January 10, 1900. 
aa Ck ean 

Ibia,, Jandary 9, 1900. Tbid., January 24, 1900. 
Orbid, 2] tht... March 23, 1900. 
98 


fnid., August 13, 1900. 
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(SR) 
Over $3,500 was offered in prizes for the various divisions, one of 
which was for women bowlers. >” 

Another reason for these early difficulties was that bowling 
balls were made of wood and the best type was lignum vitae, which 
produced yellow coloured balls. This hard, close-grained wood was very 
difficult to obtain, and when other varieties were used a poorer quality 


100 


ball was produced. The wooden ball did not have any finger holes and 


thus had to be "palmed". The various sizes of balls in the different 
leagues often affected scores, 10! 

At the annual meeting of the Toronto Ten Pin Bowling League it 
was decided that no player would be allowed to play for more than one 
club in a year without the Executive's permission. At the same meeting 
the ten clubs present indicated they would enter thirteen teams in the 
1900-1 season. 19% 

In the early 1900's the pins, when they were knocked down, were 
not cleared and set up by modern machinery such as is in operation at the 
present time. These pins were re-set by pin boys, and each club held its 
annual Pin Boys championship in recognition of their valuable service, 10° 

The second strongest league in the East in 1901 was the Canadian 


American Bowling Association which consisted of teams from Montreal and 


Ottawa. In the previous year several cities, including Quebec, had 





Fei as"! pebtuary 27, 1900, OO a tecenace, 174 1900. 


10lnick Brett, 'Headpins and Kingpins, Over a Century", Centennial 
Sports Review, (Hamilton: 1967), p,56. 


102nne Globe and Mail, November 7, 1900. 


103;bid., January 2, 1901. 
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withdrawn from this body. In the final games that year Montreal defeated 


Ottawa by 148 points in a two-game series to win the champronehipe >t 


In an attempt to standardize the game in North America, the Canadian 


Bowling Association (C.B.A.), at its annual meeting in Ottawa, decided to 


adopt the sizes of the American pins and balls for RECEP Re 


This ruling by the C.B.A, did little to alter the fact that 
the home team usually won. This occurred in 1903 when Toronto City's 


champions, Munson, defeated the Palace team of Buffalo by 344 points in 


106 


Toronto but lost by 325 in Buffalo. The same situation occurred in 


107 


1904, with Toronto losing the round on points. In 1902 the Hamilton 


City Ten Pin League was formed. This league was the first in Hamilton 


and has run continuously up to the present day, which makes it the oldest 


league in Canada and the sixteenth oldest in the re ay te ta 


The year 1905 was a memorable one for bowling in Canada. In that 
year Tommy Ryan of Toronto is credited with inventing the Canadian game 
of five pin bowling. The story of its invention was as follows: 


Tommy's clientele included some very prominent citizens 
who spent their noon hours bowling the big ball at ten 
pins. But it was a rather strenuous exercise for seden- 
tary businessmen, so Tommy experimented with a variety of 
pin games, including duck and candles, Finally he derived 
one of his own, with a new scoring value and using only 
five pins of a small size and a ball that could be grasped 
more easily. The new game became popular over-night, but 
it had two big objections. One was that it was too 
noisy, and the other that the pins occasionally bounced 
through windows and out to the street below. To save 
potential customers from injury, Tommy devised a pin with 





104vontreal Daily Star, January 285 190d« 


105the Globe and Mail, October 28, 1901. 


106, 044,, January 5, and February 2, 1903. 
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LO nid,, February 1, 1904. Breétt, opecit., p.>/7. 
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a heavy band of rubber around its middle. In the 
process, he had invented the universally approved game 
of five pins. 


Another important development for bowlers occurred that year. The first 


hard rubber balls were introduced, which allowed weights and sizes to 


be easily standardized; and the finger holes were introduced, !!0 


The game of ten pins continued to progress and, by 1905, Toronto's 


City League had grown to sixteen teams. +} 


112 


In Winnipeg the railway men 


organized a new ten pin league. In 1906 something new was added to 


the game. Marathon matches or "12 hour bowling grinds"' were introduced 


and proved to be very woputare oe 


The Canadian Bowling Association had become inoperative but in 
1907 it was revived in Toronto when 75 people attended a meeting at the 


King Edward Hotel, and H.J.P. Goode, a prominent sports writer, was 


elected Honorary President and L.A. Archambault the Crestdene The 


Royal Canadian Bowling team, the Toronto City champions, competed in the 


National Tournament in Atlantic City in Ts07nno? 


The game prospered with the revitalization of the C.B.A. and soon 
new teams and leagues were inaugurated across Canada. The first Canadian 


Bowling Tournament was held in Toronto in 1907 and Chicago teams took 


gage Hewitt, Down the Stretch, (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 


1958) , ipao2, 


py vett, op, cit.,.p.56. 


the Globe and Mail, August 31, 1905. 


yeni toba Free Press, November 24, 1905. 


113 the Globe and Mail, December 25, 1906. 
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Ibid,, January .15, .1907.. Ibid., March 23, 1907. 
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116 


first and second places. Singles championships were introduced and 


Percy Jennings won the Toronto City ehampdopeni pace The same year The 


Globe newspaper introduced the Scotch Doubles for the pairs championship, 


PR Py ae ; 118 
and a Kew Beach team won it in its first year. 


The Commercial Bowling Club in Hamilton was opened in 1907 with 


three bowling ele aa In the West new clubs were started in Edmonton 


in 1907; the Knights of Columbus and Revillon Brothers eee J ete 


following year four new alleys were opened under the Orpheum heaters. 


and a league of eight teams was ecnmercedtas Winnipeg in 1907 re- 


organized their City Bowling League with six teams competing; each 

team had five players who bowled three times in their ac ohenae Another 
interesting fact was that by 1907 five pin bowling had reached Winnipeg: 
"C.C. Ogg made a score of 116 in a game of five pins at the Olympia 
alleys last night. This is one of the best scores ever made in the city 
124 


in that sort of game". 


A Professional Men's Bowling Tournament was held in Toronto in 


125 


1908 and a Provincial Bowling League was formed with home-and-home 
2 
games, and was under the auspices of the c.B.A.! . Detroit won the 
1167h34,, April 8, 1907, 117 thid., May 14, 1907. 
ffitbid.:, September 16, 1907. 119 brett, OD > City Ap. a 


120 dmonton Bulletin, December 5, 1907. 


122 
al thid., June 8, 1908. g Ibid,, October 3, 1908. 


123 tanitoba Free Press, January 23, ,1907. 


ee rutd.. March, 16., 1907, 


125-the Globe and Mail, September 1, 1908. 
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ae 


teams and doubles events at the 1909 Canadian Championships in Hamilton, 
while Graham of London won the Canadian singles tities??? In that year 
Hamilton had 28 public bowling alleys and both ten and five pin bowling 


were very popular, 128 


In the West the Edmonton Y.M.C.A. formed a league in 1909129 and 
the game became so popular that in 1912 the Provincial Bowling Champion- 
ships were held in Lethbridge. Edmonton sent three teams but it was the 
Calgary team which won, 120 The same Calgary team travelled to a "bowling 
congress'' in Los Angeles to represent the Province of Alberta, !3! 

Two Canadians became prominent in the game in 1911. Mr. Joe West 
of London, Ontario, won the Singles Championship at the American Bowling 
Tournament in Buffalo with a score of 694, 134 Mr. Ed sthdetad of 
Toronto won the Canadian Singles Championship in Toronto with a score of 
i i 

The West continued to develop with the Calgary Callies dominating 
the game in that area. In 1913 the Callies travelled to Toledo with 
other Canadian teams from Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton. The westerners 


displayed their skill by finishing second to the Wooster Lamberts of 


Toledbtne * By 1914 the game had progressed to a point in Saskatchewan 





127 T64ay) Apr#1e5s, 19095 Leben SLty rob ei 


Sera montor Bulletin, September 23, 1909. 


Oud. March’ 20, 51922, 


hs Glenbow Institute, Calgary, photograph number NA-155-3. 


Pe Globe and Mail, March 18, 1911. 


133 cbid,, April 10, 1921. 


134, amon tor Bulletin, February 27, 1913. 
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where it was necessary to form the Saskatchewan Bowling Association. 


The first Provincial tournament was held in Regina that same aoe 


The war did not appear to retard the game in any way but it did 
foster women's participation. In 1916 the Women's International Bowling 
Congress was organized in Columbus, Ohio, and this group had jurisdiction 


over all organized women's bowling in North America. They held annual 


conventions at which all rules, laws and regulations were decided eye: 


Innovations such as the telegraph match were started during this period; 


for, in 1915 Winnipeg challenged Fort William. ‘>! 


Winnipeg by 1916 had expanded its City League to eight teams 
and developed the Commercial League,which had 24 teams playing that first 
ae The following year Brandon won the Inter-city Bowling Cup, 
which had been presented by the Commercial PG a Tele 

After the war bowling increased rapidly for the first few months 


of 1918, until the flu epidemic hit Canada and closed up all indoor 


sporting facilities for several menenss s This delay only seemed to 


increase the game's development when people were allowed back to their 


club's alleys. By December, 1918, in Edmonton, the Monarch Five Pin 


141 


Bowling League was formed with eight teams, and the following year there 


nnn 


135 parl G. Drake, Regina, The Queen City, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Steart, 1955), p.163. 


Fee readt. op.cit., p.60. 


1 
AO nid tobe Free Press, January 18, 1915. 


138 ido) Nevemberiul) 1916: 132 
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Ibid., April 23, 1917. 


Edmonton Bulletin, October 14, 1918. 


l4linid., December 28, 1918. 
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234 
were six teams playing in the ten pin Venpnen As a final indication 
of the game's growth in 1920, the fifth annual City of Winnipeg's 
Bowling Tournament was played at the new Saratoga rink with 86 entrants - 


30 more than in 1919, 2° 


Boxing 

At the close of the nineteenth century boxing was a Dominion-wide 
sport, National championships having been conducted since (oT This 
does not imply, however, that all aspects of the sport were socially 
accepted during this period. Professional fighting was often rejected 
on moral issues and was declared illegal at certain times during the 
first two decades of the twentieth century. Amateur contests were more 
acceptable, and instruction in the "manly art" at Y.M.C.A's. and gym- 
nasiums was considered a necessary part of a gentleman's education. 

By 1900, Canada had produced several boxers of world class. Mr. 
George Dixon, a negro from Nova Scotia, held, between 1889 and 1900, the 
paperweight, bantamweight and featherweight professional championships 
of the world. Mr. Dixon lost the bantamweight title to the Englishman, 
Terry McGovern in 1ap0. °° John L. Scholes, in 1900, added the United 
States featherweight title to his British and Canadian titles, thus 


making him the undisputed amateur featherweight champion of the ceateeen” 





ered, . November 19, 1919. 


Lari cue Free Press, February 16, 1920. 
l44rhe Globe and Mail, March 6, 1897. 


Ae canadele Sports Hall of Fame, Prepared and Edited by R.W. 
Hewitson, (Toronto: Canadian National Exhibition, LO, Vw Ds Gis 
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Manitoba Free Press, February 24, 1900. 
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Rig ees Tommy Burns, born Noah Brusso of French-Canadian 
decent, held the world heavywetght boxing champion- 
ship from 1906-1908. 





Fig. 30. Burns not only a great fighter was always a 
dapper gentleman shown here with his velvet 
collared coat. 
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Mr. Scholes only defended his world title twice, at the San Francisco 
147 
Olympic Athletic Club's tournament in 1900 fh and at the Pittsburgh 
A.A,A. in too Immediately afterwards he retired undefeated, 
turning down many lucrative offers to fight professionally. 
The Canadian Amateur Athletic Union (C.A.A.U.) in 1900, awarded 
the Canadian Championships to the Ottawa A.A.A. the executive of which 
1 
wanted to hire George Silver, the famous referee, to officiate the bouts. 
The C.A.A.U. decided against this action and stated that no paid official 
could take part in the Pourianede ro An indication of the pressure on 
professional boxing was shown when: 
Chief of Police, Powell, (Ottawa) has written the City 
Council asking that body to pass a by-law giving him the 
power to licence all boxing bouts. Thts ‘is’ provided ‘ror 
in the Municipal Act, and will enable him to stop any 
unseemly exhibits before they are publicly announced. As 
he is now placed he has no control over them until they 
have degenerated into a prize fight. 
The Council gave this matter careful consideration and, on December 18, 
1900, they gave the following decision: 
The City Council last night passed a by-law requiring 
licences to be taken out for all boxing bouts when an 
admission fee is to be charged. Chief Powell declared 
that sparring contests in future must be conducted under 
the auspices of either the Ottawa A.A.A. or the Capitol 
A.A.A, 132 
Not all areas of Canada appeared as well organized as Ottawa, and 


often a challenge such as the following would be issued in the local 


newspaper: 'Mr. Fred Levegue called at the Free Press office to state 





147¢he Globe and Mail, March 12, 1900. 


1481b4d,, January 21, 1901. 1497 bid,, January 26, 1900. 
1501pid,, February 16, 1900 15linid., October 13, 1900. 
152 


Ibid., December 19, 1900. 
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that he is ready to meet Stemyer, or anyone of his weight, ede ibs “i 


an eight or ten round boxing contest for reasonable stakes" 153 


An innovation in the sport was announced in The Globe in 1900: 


A Marvel of Photography - An authorized picture of 
the recent J.J. Jeffries v Thomas Sharkey (heavyweight) 
will be shown at the Grand Opera House next Mon., Tues. 
and Wed. - a great progress in films since the 1897 
Fitzsimmons v Corbett disappointment. 


In 1902, Lou F. Scholes, brother of the famous John L. Scholes, 
won the Toronto City amateur heavyweight division Oath ae pps He 
was later to win the Diamond Sculls and became a world's champion 
amateur oarsman. During this early period many of the Canadian champion- 
ships were won by Americans. For example, in 1903 five of the seven 
titles were won by New Yorker's from the New West Side Athletic ery; 
wee Lynch of Quebec and Cull of Toronto winning the other reese ® 

The dominance of American boxers, particularly from New York and 
Buffalo, continued in 1904 when they again won five of the seven Canadian 
ities.’ In 1905, the Americans could win onlytwo titles and in 1906 


158 


did not capture any of the seven divisions. infact} “it*was not until 


1913 that an American, W.F. Smith of Buffalo,who won the heavyweight 
title, could again win a Canadian amateur éfiampionshtp.*?? 


Professional boxing was widespread throughout Canada at this stage 


but did not always receive favourable reports in the newspapers, or from 





153 Manitoba Free Press, January 17, 1900. 


1547ne Globe and Mail, January 6, 1900. 


1554p4d,, March 31, 1902. 156s41d,, April 13, 1903. 
157tbhid., May 25, 1904. 1581p4d., April 24, 1904. 


159;,id., April 24, 1913. 
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the city officials. Reports of these bouts were usually confined to a 
few lines as, for example, in the Edmonton Bulletin: ''Watty Watson will 
box 20 rounds with Mark Nelson in the Thistle rink on October 18, 
i906", 1°° Canadian Professional championship fights were popular and 
Billy Lauder of Winnipeg won the lightweight championship of Canada by 
defeating Vivian Austin before a very large crowd on October 6, wos. 
Even Dawson City, Yukon, held the occasional professional bout and, in 
May, 1906, Chris Person defeated A.L. Pendergast and it was noted that 
"both were powerful but unscienced in the ar tit.n°? 
Noah Brusso was born on June 17, 1881, at Hanover, Ontario, 
and was of French-Canadian descent. He fought professionally under the 
name of Tommy Burns and is the only Canadian to win the world heavyweight 
professional boxing championship. Burns held the title from 1906 
until 1908. He fought professionally from 1900 to 1920, engaged in some 
sixty bouts,and his ring earnings amounted to approximate ly 209,000. 163 
On February 23, 1906, Burns defeated Marvin Hart in twenty rounds 
at Los Angeles and immediately claimed Hart's heavyweight bigest” 3 
Later that year he defeated Jack O'Brien, the light heavyweight champion 


of the world, in twenty rounds in Los (Weary ge He repeated 





Saalsrite a ee Bulletin, October 5, 1906. 


16lvanitoba Free Press, October 6, 1906. 


162714 Dawson Daily News, Dawson City, Yukon Territory, May 25, 


1906. 


LOS Wenada te Sports Hall of Fame, op.cit., p.24. 


164 mH6 Globe and Mail, February 24, 1906. 


165 toronto Star, Toronto, November 29, 1906. 
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this victory over O'Brien again in May, 1907, to dispel any doubts 


166 


about his ability. Burns defended his title ten times in the 


next two years. He fought once in Calma, California, where he knocked 
out Bill Squires of Australia in ten seconds to retain his world 
championship. Burns then left for England, Europe and eventually 
Australia, where he finally accepted one of Jack Johnson's numerous 
stern, aes WH 

Tommy Burns had received much publicity over his refusal to fight 
Johnson. Even King Edward VII of England called him a "Yankee bluffer' 
and accused him of being unsportsmanlike in his attempt to escape a 


168 


bout with Johnson. This evasion of Johnson certainly paid off, as 


Burns eventually signed for $30,000 win, lose or draw to fight Johnson 


on December lst, 1908, at Rushcutter's Bay Stadium in Sydney, Atstnahia.+ ©? 


For fourteen rounds Johnson, the giant American Negro, battered 


Burns (who was only 5 feet 7 inches in height) around the ring until the 


chief of police stopped the cannes 9 Jack Johnson became the new 


world's heavyweight champion, and Burns announced his retirement. Financiall 
ywelg Pp y 


the fight had been a great success, as gate receipts were $150,000.+/4 


Burns returned to Canada for a short period but returned to Australia in 
1910 and defeated Bill Lang on points over twenty rounds in Sydney before 


17,000 spectators, to win the heavyweight championship of Aiserqitace 


— aa 


L66The Globe and Mail, May 9, 1907. 


167i 434., september 12, 1908. /°8rbid., May 11, 1908. 
16% 1b5d., October 28, 1908. 170tbid., December 26, 1908. 


172t44d., April 12, 1910. 


17linid,, December 28, 1908. 
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29 
He again returned to Canada and became interested in promoting lacrosse - 
he wanted to take an Indian team to Australia, +’? and later played for 
Vancouver in the Pacific Coast Professional Resereas * He later 
promoted professional matches in various parts of Canada. 

In 1907, Johnny Coulon, born in Toronto, of Irish-French extraction 
claimed the world's bantamweight title and was recognized as such when 
the title was vacated by both Jimmy Walsh and "Digger" Seanieg On 
March 6, 1910, he fought and defeated, by a knock-out in the tenth round, 
Jim Kendrick, the British champion, at New Orleans in Poureieae This 
victory dispelled any doubts and firmly established Coulon as the world 
champion, a title he retained until June 9, 1914, when Kid Williams 
knocked him out in the third round at Vernon, California.!// 

Sam Langford, although referred to as the "Boston Tar-Baby", was 
born in Weymouth, Nova Scotia, and has been described as "perhaps the 
greatest fighter for his size who ever livea,1/8 Langford was only 
5 feet, 6 inches tall but had to take on opponents much heavier and taller 
because he could not obtain sufficient bouts with men his own size. He 
challenged Jack Johnson from 1908 to 1915, without success, when Johnson 
held the heavyweight citlemeee 


Schools and universities, during the period, showed an occasional 


173tbid., August 27, 1910. 174tbid., September 3, 1910. 


17 Scanada's Sports Hall of Fame, loc.cit. 


Mor eeonte Star, Maren #ioe910) 


7 
“the Globe and Mail, June 10, 1914. 
Bae date Sports Halivoraramey op renursap 26, 
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Pig. 31. Sam Langford was a light-heavyweight boxer from 
Nova Scotia who met the world's best heavyweights 


in the first quarter of this century and defeated 
most of them. 





Johnny Coulon world's boxing bantamweight champion 
1907-1914, perhaps the most polished boxer of his 


time. 


Fig. 32. 
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240 
interest in boxing. Upper Canada College held boxing tournaments 


annually by 1908/80 and in 1911 Queen's University hired an English 


ibe Boxing in Ottawa, in 1908, came under much 


boxing instructor. 
criticism, even though the Police Chief issued licences, that a notice 
appeared in The Globe stating that "boxing will be prohibited in Ottawa"82 
Toronto also showed its disapproval at the degeneration of the Sport and at 
the gambling connected with professional bouts, when "The Irish-Canadian 
Athletic Club's boxing tournament was stopped by police last night because 
of the unruly tactics of some of the spectators. The authorities attach 
no blame to the edubleie> 
During this period several amateur boxers became prominent by 

winning Canadian and American National ya darhiae in the same year. 

Hilliard Lang, of the Irish-Canadian A.C,, won the Canadian amateur 
145 lbs. and 158 lbs. championships in 1909 and woao.de* as well as the 
United States championship in the 145 lbs. division at Boston in 1910,2°° 

Walter Hitchen, of the Riverside A.C. in Toronto, won the Canadian 

86 


and United States championship in the 125 lbs. division in 19134 and 


in 1914 successfully defended his Canadian title but was defeated in the 
187 


in the U.S. efinals, Mr. William E, Hanna, also of the Riverside 
180 ; ; Lolo 
The Globe and Mail, April 2, 1908. LDiG uk epsuarmeile eLoll ; 
1821454., May 9, 1908. SATS Gc Gee 1) Weiley 
184 


Ibid., April 13, 1909, and April 26, 1910. 


AO ada, Aptibel3, wh910s 


18614445; April 24, and May 18, 1913. 


ap idaghAnbhr30¢aL014. 
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A.C. won Canadian heavyweight championships in 1912 and i omehie and the 
United States title in 1914,189 

Eugene Brosseau won many amateur and professional champion- 
ships; in 1915 the Canadian and United States amateur 145lbs. titles; 
in 1916 he retained these two titles and added the Canadian Army welter- 
weight title to his successes; and in 1918 he moved into the middleweight 
division and won the United States title. After the war Brosseau turned 
professional and won 24 of his 27 bouts, amd held the Canadian professional 
welterweight championship in alone He finally lost his title when 
Mike McTigue of New York defeated him at Halifax before 6,000 spectators 
on April 8, 193046 mS 

Canada was represented by Julius Thompson in the heavyweight 
boxing competition at the Festival of Empire Games in London in 1911, and 
he was beaten in the final by Australia's OH 3 a yee! During this 
period it was not uncommon for amateur athletes to hold both the boxing 
and wrestling championships of Canada, because these two competitions 
were staged at the same tournament. The same was true for professional 
athletes and Artie Edmunds, the Canadian boxing and wrestling champion 
in the 122-8 lbs. division, announced, in 1911, that he would tour the 
Donitadon.. ioe 

The evils of smoking were evident even in 1912, but not so much as 

Ber 14.; May 28, 1912, and May 7, 1914. 

BP td iy April 20, 1914. 

ane Sports Hall of Fame, loc.cit. 
191 tne Globe and Mail, April 9, 1920. 


Pe ittsh Empire Games - London, Official Programme and Handbook, 
(London: Flatway Press Limited, 1934), p.6. 


Bae Edmonkon BULLetin, FADS LL 24, 1911 ; 
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a health hazard but rather because the lack of air conditioning caused 
smoke to reduce visibility in the arenas where crowds gathered. Mr. 
Solmans, manager of the Mutual Street rink where the Toronto amateur 
championships were to be held, decided not to allow smoking and ''the 
spectators would have to chew gum and eat eX qhosttaiheal Racial problems 
had developed in Canadian boxing by 1913, and the Boxing Committee of the 
A.A.U.of C. declared that "no coloured boxer would be allowed to compete 
in the Canadian championships", because "competition of whites and 
coloured men was not working out to the increased growth of the sport". 

In 1913 discontent was growing in the West over the lack of 
interest that the A.A.U. of C. had shown in that area of the country. 
The Canadian championships had never been held outside Toronto and, in 


fact, not until 1915, when they were in Montreal, and in 1920 when they 


were held in Ottawa. Tt was not until 1922 that they came to the West, 
and the venue was Calgary. An article in the Manitoba Free Press in 
196 


1913 stated that boxing regulations were needed in Canada. 

An incident in Calgary on May 24, 1913, arbioged many changes in 
Canadian boxing. Tommy Burns, the ex-champion of the world, was 
promoting boxing contests in Western Canada during this period. On one 
occasion he matched Luther McCarty of Chicago, a top-ranked contender for 
the world's heavyweight championship, with Arthur Pelkey from Chatham, 
Ontario. After 1 minute and 40 seconds of the first round McCarty was 


eng 





94 195 
The Globe and Mail, October 30, 1912. aT es I Oe ay as SC 


196 tanitoba Free Press, April 12, 1913. 


197 ohe Globe and Mail, May 26, 1913. 
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Burns and Pelkey were arrested by the North West Mounted Police on 
the orders of Alberta's Attorney-General on charges of complicity in 


eke The decision of the inquest by Justice Harvey regarding 


manslaughter. 
McCarty's death, was that the bouts held in Alberta were Prize Tienes. 
As such, Burns and Pelkey could not be held responsible and were released. 
The Attorney-General's Department of Alberta immediately instructed the 
police to allow no further bouts and to make arrests in late 1913 if any 
attempts were made to stage Content This action resulted in the 
Winnipeg police being instructed not to allow any professional matches 
in that city,290 

As a consequence, amateur boxing received considerable impetus on 
the Prairies, since only university and Y.M.C.A. amateur championships 
were permitted. Wrestling also became popular in this area after the 
Pelkey-McCarty Daetaotcaa a 

The First World War had little effect on amateur boxing, except 
for the fact that the A.A.U. of C. suspended its Canadian championships 
after 1916. However, several provinces started their own championships. 
Quebec held the Dominion championships at Montreal in 1915 294 and the 
Alberta branch of the A.A.U.of C. held provincial championships that same 


year ,293 Military championships were popular during the period and 


198tbid., May 27, 1913. 
199% dmont on Bulletin, June 30, 1913. 


200y anitoba Free Press, December 3, 1913. 


oO non voh Bulletin, March 14, 1914, 


202 the Globe and Mail, May 10, 1915. 


BOS ron tor Bulletin, May 3, 1915. 
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boxing contests by Canadians were staged wherever troops were stationed. 

After the war professional boxing appeared to have regained some 
of its popularity and was no longer prohibited but, rather, was firmly 
controlled by the police authorities. The Canadian championships were 
re-started in 1920 in Ottawa, and the prestige of the sport was increased 
because boxing events were included, for the first time, in the 1920 
Olympic Games at Antwerp. It is of interest to note that Lionel 
Conacher - Canada's athlete of the half century (1900-1950) - won the 
175 lbs. class at the 1920 Canadian championships and finished second 
in the heavyweight Ev ae teria 

Canada's team of eight boxers were very successful at Antwerp 
capturing five medals, and thereby finishing in third place behind 
Great Britain and the United States. Bert Schneider, of the Montreal 
A.A.A., won the welterweight division (he later fought successfully as 
a professional); C.G. Graham of Toronto, flyweight, and A. Prudhomme of 
London, Ontario, middleweight, won silver medals; while C. Newton of 
Toronto, lightweight, and M. Herscovitch of Montreal, welterweight, won 
bronze Fat te tee 

Canada's success at the Olympics, plus the Walker Act in New York 
which legalized boxing in 1920,7°° helped to elevate the moral aspect of 
the sport. This was evidenced by two reports in The Globe in 1920. The 


Department of Education in Ontario insisted that high school teachers be qual- 


ified in teaching boxing as "the values of the manly art are now thoroughly 





204;inutes of the 1920 Meeting of the A.A.U. of C., op.cit., p.1l. 
205 


Ibid,, pp.1l6-17. 


aU OT elt and Howell, op.cit., p.330. 
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Paige 33. Eugene Brosseau won international fame both as an 
amateur and professional boxer during the years 
1915-1921. 





Fig. 34. Burt Schneider was the first Canadian to win an 
Olympic Boxing gold medal when he captured the 
welterweight title at Antwerp in 1920, 
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understood ."'297 Even the church, in 1920, changed its opinion, and 
Toronto's West End Methodist Church conducted large classes for boys in 


the "manly areyue0® 


Curling 

By 1900, curling was one of the most popular sports in Canada 
with men and women, as well as boys and girls, participating in countless 
clubs from Halifax to Rossland in British Colanbiaes © Curling in Canada 
was not controlled by a national body. ‘This was not to happen until 
1927,.° 1° The parent body was the Royal Caledonian Curling Club (R.C.C.C.) 
of Scotland, and many provinces had formed associations which had 
affiliated with the R.C.C.C. to control the sport in their area. The one 
exception to this was the Ontario Curling Association (0.C.A.) which, by 
1883, was completely independent of the RC_C.C. 2 = 

At the start of the twentieth century, club bonspiels, usually for 
valuable prizes, were conducted across Canada. Interprovincial matches 
(Quebec-Ontario and Nova Scotia-New Brunswick) and international matches 


(Toronto-Buffalo and Winnipeg-Duluth) were regular features. In 1892 a 


Canada versus the United States series was organized, with Canada winning 


ZL 


by 567 “shots" to 418, Covered rinks developed in Canada and, in the 
207 > 
The Globe and Mail, November 5, 1920. 
9875 sah | obs cembeai ly 18201 
209 


Allan E. Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900," un- 
published Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.209. 


Be owe and Howell, op.cit., p.174. 


fhe Globe and Mail, December 14, 1883. 


$h2 5 ohn A. Stevenson, Curling in Ontario 1846-1946. (Toronto: 
Ontario Curling Association, 1950), pp.88-89. 
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1870's, became very numerous; and as the railways developed so did 


attendance at the various bonspiels, as curlers, at that time, were 


prepared to travel great distances in order to participate 713 


By 1900 the two main curling competitions were the Ontario Tankard, 
with the Governor-General's prize for the second placed team, and the 


Winnipeg bonspiel. Although Montreal was the oldest club in Canada 


214 


(established in 1807 ) and indeed the oldest club in the world outside 


Scotland, Quebec had long ceased to lead in the game's development. 


Ontario and Manitoba were the leaders by 1900. The 0.C.A. had 77 clubs 


Pith svooo members: in 1903-21 wnw tes theaManavobas branch ‘ofrthéoRycicic. 


had over 80 affiliated clubs and over 75 rinks were entered in the 


Winnipeg bonspiel in that shin," ° 


The Walker Cup was emblematic of the Toronto City championship and 


> 


in 1900, 58 rinks participated. C. Rennie of the Caledonian Club won it 
PAM 
for the third time in the previous five years. In other areas of 


Canada curling was not as well advanced. New clubs were formed in 


219 


Z 
Medicine Hat ze and Banff that year. In Edmonton, competition was not 


at a very high level, and games such as the President's versus the Vice- 


President's match (this was a typical contest at every club) and 


213 cox; itis Ce Re Oen Ge 


* lone Globe and Mail, February 23, 1901. 


21 Sihe, teeters ODA SE 0 S974 


216 tan ey Free Press, February 22, 1900. 


ol ae Globe and Mail, February 12, 1900. 


OTB ial Creelman, Curling Past and Present, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Stewart Limited, 1950), p.149. 


21 9p rad L. Kilb, "Sport in Banff Before 1914,'' unpublished paper 
at the University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1967, p.47. 
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a single versus married ladies' match, as well as a men's versus women's 
match (with the men using their left hands), were often reed 

Most clubs were anxious to develop the interest of junior players 
and the Granite club in Winnipeg offered the use of their ice at a reduced 
fee of $5.00 per season to students and office workers who could play 
during the day for a series of competitions. Games were played 
between 9.00am and 7.00pm on week Hoge sa Women's curling, by 1900, was 
very strong in Montreal, where the Montreal Ladies' club had between 70 
and 80 members,and in that year a Quebec City versus Montreal com- 
petition Sapna es The following year women's clubs were formed in 
many areas, such as: Lachine, Ottawa, Arnprior, Toronto, Kingston and 
Revelstoke in British Caleme eee 

In 1902 interest in curling was increasing rapidly. In the West, 
the Manitoba R.C.C.C, admitted seven new clubs into its Oreenization’—" 
and, at the Duluth bonspiel, the international match resulted in a win 
for the Americans, who defeated the Canadians GVeierbees Toronto. if 
1902, reported that "although the city had more rink accommodation for 


curlers than any other city in the world - demands for ice time still 


226 
could not be met." The Province of Quebec Curlers' Association was 


208 Han POS Bulletin, March 2, 1900. 


a iviani tobe Free Press, November 22, 1900. 
222 

The Montreal Gazette, Montreal, January 25, 1900. 
223 


The Globe and Mail, November 22, 1901. 


fiGzs tions Free Press, January 1, 1902. 


Por bid., January 17, 1902. 


$20 he Globe and Mail, March 15, 1902. 
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formed that year and the first Quebec bonspiel was held with two clubs 


} 227 5 F P ' 
in attendance. The ladies of Quebec continued their competition and 


Montreal defeated Quebec City, 25 to 21 in two games, to capture the 


Provincial Cup ee 


OnApril 15," 19028 "the 0.C AS sent™ an invitation tothe myc Gc: 


of Scotland to send a team to Canada.*2? The Scottish team arrived in 


Halifax on December 28 of that year, with one of their players suffering 


from a broken kneecap in a fall on the Boar’ The Scots played their 


first game against All-Nova Scotia and were beaten pica pee The Scottish 


team of 24 players, under the captaincy of the Reverend John Kerr of 
Dirleton (author of the famous curling book - Curling in Canada and the 
United States), were handicapped because none had ever played in a covered 
a In less than two months they travelled 5,000 miles through 


Canada and the United States, playing 99 games of which they won 47, lost 


49 and drew eet They played their last game in New York on artificial 


ice and won by 18 slots (o> The team must have been impressed with this 


type of rink, as Stevenson states the tour was responsible for the con- 


struction of the first artificial ice rink in the British Isles, in 


Glasgow, in 1907.7>> 


coy. Bowie, ''The History and Trends of Curling," unpublished 


M.A. Thesis, Washington State University, Washington, 1962, p.73. 
28 one Globe and Mail, December 31, 1902. 


429 Tbe Gian, OD. Caebwne PoluO. 


230the Globe and Mail, December 29, 1902. 

232. a, 
aor rae, January 1, 1903. 3 Bowieé~Op.cLt,, pp. LOL=2. 
233 


Howell and Howell, opecits; pst72. 


a oreme Globe and Mail, February 21, 1903. 


AE Ee ep.cit., p.103. 
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In 1903, Winnipeg held its fifteenth annual bonspiel, and a 
record 170 rinks entered, including the visiting Scots. A Negro player 
of the Thistle club of Winnipeg was refused entry and, as he was very 
popular, this caused considerable comment, especially as several Chinese 
were allowed to paPeieipatet The Coronation Cup was introduced into 
curling in 1903. It was for competition between women's teams from 
Montreal, Lachine, Ormstown and Onekea © The ladies of Canada played 
several games against the visiting Scots, whose gallantry often allowed 
the women to eine 2? 

The discovery of silver in the Temiskaming district and the 
influx of people at that centre saw the formation of the Northern 
Ontario Curling Association, which attempted toorganize the curlers in 
the two towns of Hailebury and New Liskeard, in ins(aepeaehs The same year 
saw the formation of the Colts'Curling League, by the Western Ontario 
Curling Association, in order to encourage young people to play the camels 
At the semi-annual meeting of the 0.C.A. the number of ends of play in 
their Tankard competition was reduced from 22 to 18 and all individual 
prizes were eeetrened. 2 

The West, by 1904, had developed the sport to such an extent that 


two new branches of the R.C.C.C, were formed. In Regina on May 20, 1904, 


the Assiniboia branch was organized. This became the Saskatchewan branch 
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in 1905, when the province was semmeaua te In Calgary on January 1, 1904, 


q243 


the Alberta branch was organize and Edmonton withdrew its affiliation 


with Manitoba in order to join the Alberta organization. © | Late in 1904 


the 0.C.A. had to bid farewell to their patron, Lord Minto, the Governor 
245 


General, but were fortunate when his successor, Earl Grey accepted the positim. 
3 


The first Territorial bonspiel of the Saskatchewan branch of the 
R.C.C.C. was held in January, 190s” The Alberta branch, in 1906, 
divided the province into seven districts which held district champion- 
ships, and these seven champion rinks met for the branch Renee. 
Farther west, the Kootenay Curling Association, which was established on 
February 12, 1898, changed its name to the British Columbia Curling 
Association and expanded its area of responsibility.-*° 

The 0.C.A. decided to use a twelve foot ring for the 1906-7 
season in an effort to modernize the game and also to allow extra rinks 
to be placed on the available ice heart abi This was necessary as its 
membership in 1907 had grown to 90 clubs with nearly 4,000 members .7?° 
As a result of this expansion the Central 0.C.A. was formed for the 1906-7 


season with six senior clubs and five junior clubs (rated by club 


ahee wie, Op. GLesse p./ 4; 
243 F 

Manitoba Free Press, January 28, 1904. 
2445 dmonton Bulletin, October 7, 1904. 
245 246 


Stevenson, op.cit., p.108. Drake #60p- cit. pelZo. 


247s dmonton Bulletin, January 3, 1906. 


ih a Op.,elt a, p.09. 


249 me Globe and Mail, October 17, 1906. 


£205 acnttan Bulletin, January 11, 1907. 
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mie. 35. Edmonton' Ladies Curling Club, 1900. 





Eig. 036) Lady Curlers in Quebec, 1903. 
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24 
membership - not ages). 


In 1907 Alberta and Saskatchewan staged their first Inter- 
Provincial contest at the Saskatoon bonspiel, with Alberta curlers 


' oe 
finishing victorious. Winnipeg, that year, reported that there were 


253 
seven curling clubs operating in the city. 


The Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia, D.C. Fraser, captained 
Canada's first team of curlers to visit Scotland in 1908. They played 
on outdoor rinks at several towns with borrowed stones, but still 
managed to win 23 of their 26 games, and consequently captured the Lord 
Strathcona Cup, which was presented for international competition between 


254 
Canada and Scotland. At Harriston, in Scotland, the tourists found 


that no ice was available for their game, so they competed at lawn bowls 
with their hes Panos The Canadian team successfully concluded their tour 
by curling several games in Switzerland, on their return trip, where they 
were Giducdatean tay 


The ladies of Winnipeg, in 1909, formed their own club and in that 


year sent a team to Montreal to play in the Coronation Cup bonspiel.7>’ 


In 1911 the 0.C.A. again lost their patron when Earl Grey retired as Gover- 


nor-General of Canada. He had been particularly active in the game and a 


22 stevenson! op.cit., p.100. 


Wake CR GRIT Bulletin, January 23, 1907. 


253 Manitoba Free Press, November 18, 1907. 


oo meet and Howell, loc.cit. Lord Strathcona at that time was 
patron of the R.C.C.C. of Scotland. 


29° the Globe and Mail, January 28, 1909. 


a Tt: | March 5, 1909. ape ee op.cit., p.154. 
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2o2 
report in The Globe stated that "Earl Grey skipped a rink which won at 
St. John's, Quebec aor He also reported that he wanted to donate a 
Canadian national curling trophy. The Duke of Connaught, who replaced 
Grey, agreed to continue the royal patronage of the 0.C.A., but stated 
he was "too old to take up cit gel mod 

By 1911 Winnipeg's City Council became aware that the annual 
bonspiel had lost some of its popularity in recent years because of the 
rising number of other tournaments across Canada. The Council made 
$5,000 available for the entertainment of visiting curlers and increased 
facilities,so that 41 sheets of covered ice were ready for the 1912 
Bans SL, 229 

Artificial ice for curling bonspiels was introduced in Canada in 
1912, when the Vancouver bonspiel was held with 50 Pitiest ohe This type 
of rink was needed in the Vancouver area,as the weather did not usually 
permit outdoor play. From this modest beginning artificial ice curling 
rinks spread across Canada, so that the game was able to be played all 
year round. 

The second visit by a team of Scotch curlers was in 1912 and the 
visitors were defeated by selected teams from Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba 
and the Maritimes, Canada retained the Strathcona pipiens An article 
in the Edmonton Bulletin described the Scots' admiration of their hosts' 


258 the Globe and Mail, February 8, 1911. 


257 Stevenson, op.cit., p.124. 


260 the Globe and Mail, December 4, and December 14, 1911. 


ol thcod Bulletin, March 15, 1912. 


202 ent and Howell, loc.cit. 
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standard of play: "they freely admitted that Canadian curlers are their 


Petar aiaoe 


The West in 1912 continued its enthusiastic development of 


the sport. The Crow's Nest Curling Association was formed as a branch 


264 


aethe RoC CC. Edmonton's bonspiel had over sixty entries, with 


: 265 et , ‘ ; 
many out-of-town rinks. In Winnipeg three new rinks - the Granite, 


Thistle and Union Terminal- were built in the previous twelve peers 


The use of the new twelve foot circle was gaining popularity in 


. 


the East when the Canadian (Quebec) branch of the R.C.C.C. adopted its 


use in None eos Women's participation was also accepted when the 0O.C.A., 


in 1913, passed a new constitution that allowed women into their clubs, 


though they were not to play in association eee ake This produced 


a rapid growth in women's clubs,and by the end of that year, four new 


clubs had affiliated with the Ochi In the Maritimes enthusiasm 


continued to increase until the New Brunswick branch of the R.C.C.C. was 


formed in January, 1913, but in 1914 it became inactive until reorganized 


again in Lad tee 


Ladies' curling, in 1914, made further advances. The 0.C.A. started 


the Ontario Ladies' Tankard,and Belleville was the first club to win the 


Bair cnontte Bulletin, February 16, 1912. 


Vee aet opreit .vrps69. 


oP ae dented Bulletin, February 5, 1912. 


266vanitoba Free Press, December 14, 1912. 

267 the Globe and Mail, November 6, 1912. 

299 vinider Match 1251019234 po iee edi) November: 29, 1913. 
270 


Bowie, opvcit., p./l. 
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271 272 
trophy. In Winnipeg and Edmonton the first ladies' bonspiels 
were held that year. The Ash Trophy was presented at the Edmonton 
Ghapepit tondtee 

The First World War caused little decline in curling's popularity, 
because it was more popular with the older citizens and youths who were 
not eligible for war plea poli The 0.C.A. dropped its active member - 
ship from 5,024 in 1913 to 3,818 by the end of the 1917-18 season, and 
was back to 4,903 by 1920.7” The West did not appear to suffer any 
decrease; for in 1915 the Winnipeg bonspiel had over 200 entries, which 
was close to a daeeites a The Alberta Curling Association was formed 
in 1917 with 21 charter isis ia Bonspiels were still being held 
throughout the Prairies, for examples, at Rosetown, Souris, Saskatoon, 
Regina and Moose Jaw. Competitions to help the war effort were held in 
Winnipeg, with their Patriotic Bonspiel while Edmonton conducted a Red 
Cross Bonspiel. 

In 1918 the Alberta Curling Association held its first bonspiel, 
and 91 rinks entered, which made it the biggest ever held west of 


209 
Winnipeg. In Winnipeg the same year, the Schoolmasters' club, with 


twelve rinks, made arrangements to use the Granite club each Saturday 





27lyall, loc.cit. 


272y anitoba Free Press, February 19, 1914. 

ee AOE OR Bulletin, February 25, 1914. 

274; eevenson, op.cit., p.115. Rerteid Beales 
2a A: nae Free Press, February 7, 1916. 

2715 amonton Bulletin, February 9, 1917. 

Sh PPR Free Press, January 12, 1917. 
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Edmonton Bulletin, February 5, 1918. 
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morning to operate its Weapue oe The following year the intercollegide 
league in Winnipeg was reorganized after two years of inactivity, with 
Wesley, Medicals, Law and U.M.S.A. playing for the Dingwall Cup.28! 

In 1920 Canada's second team to tour Scotland was selected. This 
was obviously more representative and eight Manitoba players were chosen 
at a cost of $700 for each participating er" The team was not as 
successful as the 1908 team,as they won 29 and lost 5, and they did not 
retain the Strathcona Cup, since Scotland won three out of five games 
for that trophy. 293 

By 1920 curling had lost much of its social nature partly due to 
the expensive prizes offered at the many bonspiels. But its popularity 
had greatly increased as artificial rinks reduced its dependency on favour- 
able weather conditions. Automobiles allowed for greater exchanges and 
competition with the numerous clubs. In 1920 curling was undoubtedly 


Canada's most popular winter competitive sport due to the large number 


of participants. 


Hockey 


At the beginning of the twentieth century hockey was Canada's most 
popular winter team sport. It was STared from Halifax to Dawson City to 
Vancouver in regular and highly organized leagues in the larger cities. 
Almost every small town had at least one team which played regular 
challenge matches with its surrounding districts. Women were playing 


the game extensively in Ontario, and schoolboys had long been attracted 





280Manitoba Free Press, December 13, 1918. 


28linid., January 29, 1919. 282 tb4d., December 3, 1920. 


2835 owell and Howell, op.cit., p.1/4. 
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by the game and in many areas of Canada played in regular competitions. 

Hockey was effectively administered by the Amateur Hockey 
Association of Canada, formed in 1886, the Ontario Hockey Association, 
in 1890, and the Manitoba and Northwestern Amateur Hockey Association, 
formed in 1892. The major competition in Canadian hockey was for the Stanley 
Cup, which was inaugurated in 1892 for the leading amateur team in 
Canada. Up to 1900 hockey had not experienced any trouble with the 
encroachment BE professionals, but this was to rapidly change over the 
next two qsegaeaaret 

Professional hockey was played soon after 1900 in the United 
States and "included such teams as Calumet, Pittsburgh,Houghton (Michigan), 


the American Soo and Canadian Soo 1289 


In Canada, professionalism was 
strongly resisted by all of the administrative associations, as evidenced 
by reports such as: "The 0.H.A. suspended the Guelph Nationals last 
night for playing non-resident players - not living in Guelph since 
November Ist. Also the club was conducted on a professional basis,"7%6 
The following day the Collingwood team was reported as being expelled 
ade 287 

from the 0O.H.A. for similar reasons. 


The ladies, in 1900, were taking considerable interest in the game. 


The first game played by women in Quebec was reported in Montreal on 


January 24, 1900. 788 The Prairies were more progressive and, that same 
AT OPstlte pacts 
28 5p oster Hewitt, Down the Ice, (Toronto: S.J. Reginald Saunders, 
1934), p. a 
286 


The Globe and Mail, January 18, 1900. 


287 i51d., January 19, 1900. 


ao enigh Montreal Gazette, January 24, 1900. 
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year, several teams were reported in the Edmonton area. The Brandon 
ladies' team, "dressed in scarlet with tam o'shanters to match," on 
January 17 defeated a team of male bankers 6-3 in Brandeniae Five days 


later the same girls ''defeated seven Rat Portage young ladies by a score 


Ota 6—1 in Peando es 


Rules and equipment, in 1900, underwent many changes. Goal nets 


were first used in league play by the Seon 


by pe eee and Quebec's C.A.H.L. decided, at their annual meeting, to 


and were quickly adopted 


294 
make their use compulsory for the 1901 season. : Another rule which 


was introduced in 1900 was that a piayer could stop the puck with his 


hand. Up to that time this was not ieee Winnipeg, in 1900, 


produced two modifications in equipment. When the Winnipeg Victorias 
arrived in Montreal to play that city's Shamrocks for the Stanley Cup, 
they had ''a new type of hockey stick which had the upper edge of the 


blade tapered, making it much lighter and considerably more like the 


296 


modern stick." Their other innovation was a light tubular skate, which 


was manufactured in Torento by A.D. Fisher, and the players claimed it 


28) ets Op eC Riu, = Piel lis 


MN ocd ghee Free Press, January 17, 1900. 


291 
Gbid,, Janyary 22, 1900. 


23a rhe Globe and Mail, January 1, 1900. 


293Manitoba Free Press, Jenuary 29, 1900. 


294 the Montreal Gazette, December 10, 1900. 


298 the Globe and Mail, November 10, 1900. 


eee eh«tov ies. "The History and Development of Hockey," unpub- 


lished paper, the University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1968, p.12.- 
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added much to their apseaae ee 


The Boer War, by 1900, had caused a reduction in many leagues. 
The annual report of the 0.H.A. stated that they had dropped from 63 
affiliated clubs in 1899 to 52 in 1900. This was made up of 13 senior 


clubs, 23 intermediate and 16 rata seger Hockey continued to spread in 


popularity, with Newborough, Ontario, starting a team in 1900,772 and 


two Icelandic hockey clubs (Vikings and Icelandic Athletic Club) were 


playing regular sausg, 29° In the Maritimes the Halifax Crescents were 


the champions and later challenged (unsuccessfully) for the Stanley 


301 
Cup. On the Prairies, all the major towns had teams and even small 


leagues with two or Cir de ite amen? In 1901, Whitehorse, in the Yukon, 


had two clubs playing regular challenge ndtches S22 


Universities and Schools played an important role in hockey's 
expansion during this time. Queen's University were the 0.H.A. senior 
champions in 1899 but were defeated by Toronto's Wellingtons for the 1900 


title and the Robertson Cup (presented by the 0.H.A. president, John Ross 


04 305 306 


Robertson) > Dalhousie and Manitoba Universities both recommenced 


297 she Globe and Mail, February 23, 1900. 


2 
ae bid... December 3, 1900. 


299 


of Newboro (Newboro, Ontario: Centennial Committee, 1967), p.52. 


DO caleba Free Press, March 13, 1900. 


30ltne Globe and Mail, February 27, 1900. 


302; dmonton Bulletin, February 12, 1900. 
303 Fie ‘Globe Sad Malt? Vaniadyo root! £ 24g! Mdeen 5, "1900. 
305 


Kay Bisakowski,"'The History of Athletics and Physical Education 
at Dalhousie University 1863 to 1963,"" unpublished paper, University of 
Dalhousie, Halifax, 1963, p.10. 


SOO ani toba Free Press, January 15, 1900. 
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their inter-class or inter~college leagues in 1900, while the University 
of Toronto had a well-established league playing for the Jennings Cup 
(the School of Practical Science being that year's ehampions)«r—! 
Although public schools were not playing regular competitions in 1900, 
Upper Canada College had a strong team which defeated Newmarket, 9-3, in 
an exhibition at Toronto's Caledonian club.°9® 

It is of interest to note that the Winnipeg Victoria's played 
Toronto's Wellingtons when they challenged Montreal for the Stanley Cup. 
The Globe reported Winnipeg ''were lucky to tie the weakened home team. 
The first half was played under the Canadian rules with J.A. McFadden as 
referee and the second half under Manitoba rules with Bain the referee ,"09 
Unfortunately no further information was given concerning these different 
rules. Around 1900 another change in the game was produced by a referee - 
Fred Waghorne. The old rule called for a face off to start with the puck 
being placed between the sticks (as in lacrosse). Mr. Waghorne was tired 
of being hit with these flying sticks so he threw the puck down on the 
ice - the players did not complain and the new method of face off quickly 
spread across Canadas. 

Professionalism was not restricted to senior teams, and in 1901 the 
Wellington Junior team was suspended by the O.H.A. for this reason, 1 
The London, Ontario team, the intermediate 0.H.A. champions in 1900, were 

307 the Globe and Mail, February 22, 1900 
308inid., February 8, 1900. 309tpid., February 22, 1900. 


310bred Waghorne, "Birth of the Face-Off," from W.V.(Bill) Roche 
(ed.), The Hockey Book, (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, EOS 393° Dat. 


311 the Globe and Mail, February 1, 1901. 
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suspended the following year for playing "'ringers'' and the championship 


was awarded to Belleville .>-2 


The first face mask appeared in hockey in 
1901, although, strangely Seer was not a goalkeeper but a Winnipeg 
forward, Bain, who used it in their Stanley Cup challenge game in 
Meietcalus : Whether the face mask affected the Shamrocks is not known, 
but Winnipeg's Victorias were able to win both games and capture the 
Stanley Gunes 
Toronto's Bank League, originally started in 1891, though it had 
not operated in 1899 and 1900, was reorganized in 1901 and eventually 
was won by the Canadian Bank of Commerce when they defeated the Bank of 
Toronto 8-3 in the Penalen: Winnipeg had a similar league being played 
that year, which was marred by the unfortunate death of Fritz W. Barron, 
of the Dominion Bank, who died after he was struck by a puck. A later 
report indicated he was playing against doctor's orders as he was 
suffering from a "weak heart, "316 
In 1901, Dalhousie University re-entered the Halifax Hockey League 
after an absence of six years and played with the Wanderers, Chebuctos 
and the Crescents in regular competition. >+/ Prior to the commencement 


of the 1902 season Queen's University, at a meeting in Kingston, proposed 


an intercollegiate hockey union consisting of Toronto, Queen's, Osgoode 


312 po 


Thid., Januacy2) 4901. Hoy less op .ebt., peli. 


314 me Globe and Mail, January 30, and February 1, 1901. 


3loretd > March o. TOOL, 


316 (caTtoba Free Press, February 1, and February 6, 1901. 
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College, McGill, Royal Military College, Ottawa College and Trinity 


fuvlecda ua This league was won by Queen's when they defeated McGill 


503 319 


while the University of Toronto announced, at the end of the 
season, that they would not enter a team in the senior 0.H.A. 1902-3 
season as they wanted "to confine their activity to the Intercollegiate 
a eee 
Winnipeg, after starting a school hockey competition in 1900, 
organized a Getee Cree the following year with titel gacuie a In 
Brantford, Ontario, a team of Indian players from the Reserve played the 
Brantford junior team, using the old style of play with one forward 
taking the puck up the ice while the remainder stayed back in defense. 
This method obviously was no longer successful as they lost LO 5 pai 
In 1902 the referee was forced to use a small bell to signal rule 
infringements in out-of-door games because the use of metal whistles 
often resulted in their freezing to the lips and thus occasioning painful 
removal (often of skin) .The ice-surface was not marked with any lines and no 
off-side play or forward passes were peaecakoe An innovation in 


Toronto demonstrated the public's increased interest in the game: "a 


large time dial four feet in diameter was installed and is controlled 


electrically to keep the public up with the time of the giainealt? 2 
318 ; 
The Globe and Mail, October 29, 1901. 
319; Gra- Kebruary 17,7 1902. | ~-°Ibidy,, December 54,1902. 
321 


Manitoba Free Press, November 22, 1900, and December 20, 1901. 
322the Globe and Mail, March 20, 1901. 


323 Ronald Borg (ed.), Peterborough Land of Shining Waters, (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1966), p.422. 


24 one Globe and Mail, January 20, 1902. 
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In Winnipeg, in 1902, the Western Canada Hockey League was formed 


with the Victorias, Rowing Club and Fort Garry as its founding embers .>-> 


The Winnipeg Victorias defended their Stanley Cup successfully against 
Toronto's Wellingtons in 1902. In Toronto, arrangements had been made 
by the Toronto Railway Company to sound its big whistle twice if the 
Wellingtons won and three times if the Victorias were successful - the 
people were disappointed with the three blasts which eventually 
Wemced Later that season Winnipeg accepted their second challenge 
for the Stanley Cup and the Montreal A.A.A, team won two out of three 
games to recapture the trophy. Their first game was witnessed by 3,000 
spectators and was played in "inches deep of water .«aqictorias won 2-1. 
The second game was fast and renee with Montreal winning 5-0, some 17 
penalties being issued. Montreal won the third game 2-1 to secure the 
Capt a 

In 1903 the number of Stanley Cup challenges became unreasonable 
and the Trustees decided that in future years matches could only be 


328 


played at the end of the season. During that season Winnipeg challenged 


329 


Montreal, but were unable to defeat the easterners. By the end of the 


season the Ottawa Senators had defeated Montreal in the C.A.H.L. champion- 


330 


ship and thus were the holders of the Stanley Cup. Ottawa then 





27> Manitoba Free Press, December 8, 1902. 


326 the Globe and Mail, January 2, and January 24, 1902. 


327anitoba Free Press, March 12, 15 and 16, 1902. 


328 the Globe and Mail, January 3, 1903. 


3295 K4d., February 5, 1903. 


330; 4 Presse, Montreal, March 11, 1903. 
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successfully defended the Cup against Rat Portage, Manitoba, the North- 


western champions.22! The Ottawa Senators became known as the "silver 


seven" and retained the Stanley Cup for the next two pear snes 


Rule changes in 1903 allowed referees to over-rule goal judges.?>> 


On December 30, 1903, when the Winnipeg Rowing Club challenged Ottawa 
for the Stanley Cup another innovation was introduced. Coleman provided 
the following description: 


Prior to this game it was suggested that a line drawn 
across the ice from goalpost to goalpost would aid the 
umpire. This was done and much appreciated. It had been 
talked about for years with no action taken, 334 


In Winnipeg the Manitoba Hockey Association decided that its referees 


395 


should be paid,and this started in the 1903-4 season. The 0..H.A. 


elected W.A. Hewitt as its new secretary, a decision which was to place 


eastern hockey in a very sound position for many years,>°° 


On the Prairies the Central Alberta Hockey Association was formed, 


with teams from Olds, Carstairs, Red Deer, Innisfail, Lacombe, Didsbury 


Bo 


and Wetaskiwin, for the 1903-4 season. Women's hockey was played, by 


1903, in many western areas. Regina, that year, had two teams, the 


Imperials and Mintos, which played regular matches against each other, >> 


Sf) 


Manitoba Free Press, March 16, 1903. 
SS enics OD Cit. (ps0. Set. and Towel). op.cizt., p.205. 
334 


Charles Coleman, The Trail of the Stanley Cup. Vol. l., 
(Sherbrooke: National Hockey League, 1966), p.94. 


335Manitoba Free Press, December 8, 1903. 


336tmhe Globe and Mail, December 7, 1903. 


a8 ir duonton Bulletin, January 19, 1904. 


43 ianitoba Free Press, March 10, 1903. 
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By 1904 professional hockey was beginning to be openly accepted 


into the Canadian game and the Stanley Cup. The Ottawa Senators de- 


Se) 


fended the Stanley Cup against Winnipeg and announced that they were 


joining the new Federal Hockey League, along with the Ottawa Capitals 


340 


and Montreal's Shamrocks. The Federal League decided that it did not 


want to affiliate with the COR eae (obviously because many of its 

players were professionals), while the Stanley Cup Trustees allowed the 

Senators to retain the Guan ew The 1904-5 season produced the Inter- 

national Professional Hockey League, and Roche described the situation as: 
The Canadian ''Soo'' and Montreal can lay claims to 

having the first professional teams in Canada. However, 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, has the undisputed dis- 

tinction of being the first Canadian town to have a 

pro team in organized hockey. 

Rule changes in 1904 by the 0.H.A. stated that no professionals 
could be reinstated, that a penalty timekeeper as well as the regular 
timekeeper were to be used, and that rinks in the future would be 60 feet 
by 160 feet as a minimum Sea a The O.H.A. announced a considerable 
increase in its membership with ninety teams, divided into three senior, 


twelve intermediate and ten junior proccss ae This rapid rise was aided 


by cities such as Peterborough where, in 1904, a city league was organized 





aa Fhe Globe and Mail, January 5, 1904. 
340;54d., February 9, 1904. 341ibid., November 2, 1904. 
342 


Ibid., February 9, 1904. 


34301 Vv, (Bill) Roche (ed.), The Hockey Book, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Stewart, 1953), p.16. 


stnewitt, Op,cits, peli; 


3“ the Globe and Mail, December 17, 1904. 
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with six A iabe 1G 


The West had solved one of its major problems when, in 1904, 
Manitoba's two leagues settled their disputes and amalgamated to form 


the Manitoba Hockey ieagueszr! 


Another association, the Crow's Nest 
Hockey League, was started that year, and shortly after, the Fort 
Saskatchewan Hockey Association was formadaak’ Hockey in the Maritimes 
was not so active. The Amherst Ramblers were Nova Scotia champions in 
1904, but several teams withdrew in the 1904-5 season,and only six teams 
participated. 2? 

The professionals, in 1905, realized how important good referees 
were and offered Fred Waghorne (of face-off fame) $125 a month, plus 
travelling expenses, to work for them, 299 This was a wee eles eaves 
at that time. In 1905 the 0.H.A. changed their forward pass rule so that 
a defending player could receive the puck from the goalkeeper within a 
space of three feet in front of the goal. This necessitated a line being 
placed across the ice in that position.>°! The two referee system was 
reported that year in a game between Winnipeg and Brandon and was highly 
puccesafilc a Winnipeg continued to lead in hockey innovations when the 
Manitoba Free Press,on January 12, 1905 carried an advertisement for 
"Hockey Knee Pads"' - they resembled those worn by modern day curlers. 


a GR OrE: Op.clt.., p23. 


34) ani tone Free Press, October 4, 1904. 


ate anon ten Bulletin, January 22, 1904. 


349 the Globe and Mail, March 5, and December 6, 1904. 
3501bid., November 2, 1905. 35luewitt, op.cit., p.192. 


352yanitoba Free Press, January 4, 1905. 
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Fig. 39. A typical ladies' skating outfit, 1903. 





Fig. 4O, Royal Victoria College Hockey Team, Montreal, 1905. 
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In an attempt to regain some of its lost popularity, the C.A.H.L's. four 


clubs, along with the Montreal Wanderers and Ottawa from the Federal 


League, formed the new Eastern Canada Amateur Hockey Asseetactentee2 


354 


Toronto, in 1905, organized a High School league with three teams and 


the O.H.A. introduced the Eastern All-Stars. versus the Western All-Stars 


game - the East won d-Wagrie 


The Yukon's Dawson City Klondikers challenged Ottawa for the 


Stanley Cup in 1905 and arrived in Ottawa after a 21 days foy,gne° They 


were eventually defeated 9-2 and 23-2, but were very popular with the 


Shy 


spectators. Hockey was extremely popular by this time with Ottawa, 


Montreal and Toronto regularly reporting crowds of over 5,000, while 
Montreal reported that 45,000 witnessed the senior games that seasOhvore 
In the West, Edmonton reported a crowd of 1,200 at one game between Olds 
and Edaionton.7 27 
Expansion continued in the Prairies as the Crow's Nest League 


expanded to six “dams eee - Coleman, Michel, Pincher Creek, Fort Macleod, 


Fernie and Frank, while Prince Albert, Saskatoon, Regina and Moose Jaw 


were playing challenge matehas/>°! Further west,Rossland and Nelson were 
, ; 362 
also playing regularly in 1906. 
353 : 
The Globe and Mail, December 13, 1905. 
394Thid., December 20, 1905. S73 Th als March 6. 1905) 
356 


Hewitt. op.cit.’, pp «i920; 


358 
357 the Globe and Mail, January 17, 1905. Ibid. , March 29, 1905. 


359: dmonton Bulletin, January 17, 1905. 


360vacleod Gazette, Fort Macleod, Alberta, December 21, 1905. 


36lbyince Albert Times, Prince Alberta, Saskatchewan, January 19,1905. 


3625 dmonton Bulletin, January 9, 1906. 
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Both the 0.H.A. and the Nova Scotia League,in 1906, lengthened their 
residence requirement. Nova Scotia adopted a six month's qualification 
and the 0.H.A. decided that residency had to be established by August 
lst. At the same meeting the 0.H.A. decided to affiliate with the 
CR Are” 

Hockey in the Maritimes appeared to be reviving in 1906 as an 
Intercollegiate league was formed with two sections, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, with Dalhousie, Mount Allison, St. Francis Xavier and New 
Brunswick universities taking ee New Glasgow were the Nova Scotia 
senior champions that year and challenged unsuccessfully for the Henley 
eae 

By 1907, professional hockey leagues were being formed in several 
areas in Canada. The International Professional league, formed in 
1904-5, was abandoned in 1907 because the rinks in the area were not big 
enough to accommodate sufficient spectators. The Trolley League 
(professional) was formed immediately in South-west Ontario and became 
very poouiaree” Two other professional leagues were reported in the 
Toronto area: the Intermediate League, with four teams, and the Canadian 
Hockey League, which consisted of Toronto, Berlin, Brantford and 


367 
Guelph. 


The Stanley Cup, during this period, was won by the Kenora Thistles - 





63 
The Globe and Mail, December 15, and November 19, 1906. 


3645 i sakowski, Op. eLty, pei2. 


365he Globe and Mail, December 31, 1906. 
366 , 
Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.206. 


367 the Globe and Mail, October 22, and November 23, 1907. 
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they defeated the Montreal Wanderers - then was won by the Winnipeg 
Maple Leafs and finally, in 1908, the Montreal Wanderers regained the 


Cup. The Wanderers immediately declared for open professionalism and 


the Stanley Cup became a professional trophy . 968 


In an attempt to compensate for the increasing popularity of the 
professional game the Intercollegiate champions, the University of 


Toronto, challenged the 0.H.A. senior champions to decide the Canadian 


Amateur Chan tear The West formed the Alberta Amateur Hockey 


Association with teams from Edmonton, Wetaskiwin, Lacombe, Olds, Didsbury, 


370 


Crossfield, Medicine Hat, Red Deer and Calgary. The Interprovincial 


League was also formed, with teams from Edmonton, Strathcona and Battle- 


sentietae In 1907 Edmonton and Calgary both had city leagues with six 


and five teams, Pespectively.-'* 


Other forms of hockey were played about this time. In Ottawa, 


roller hockey was popular, with its two teams, Ottawas and Victorias, 


playing before crowds of over 2,0002/2 Winnipeg's militia were playing 


floor hockey, with the artillerymen given credit for starting the game. 


Roller hockey, the following year, was very active. Calgary had a league, 


3/5 


and Sherman's roller rink team were the 1908 champions. Other areas 


3685 My, Gibbon, Our Old Montreal, (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 
1947), p.239. 


Rohe Globe and Mail, February 20, 1907. 


370% dmonton Bulletin, December 2, 1907. 


37ltpid., December 20, 1907. 


3723544,., January 17, and December 9, 1907. 


A ipid, ; June 14, 1907. aT a ides Free Press, March 19, 1907. 
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where teams were reported were Medicine Hat, Regina and Winnipeg, while 


Edmonton held several meetings in an attempt to form a Teenie 


With the Stanley Cup Trustees in 1908 declaring that the trophy 
was for the best hockey teams to play for 'no matter how they are got 


n377 


together, it was obvious that the amateur teams could not compete 


against the professionals. Sir H. Montague Allan offered a cup for the 
leading amateur team in Canada in 1908. Professional teams sprang up 


378 


across Canada. Edmonton offered $1,000 for the services of Pitre of 


Montreal, and the Patrick brothers denied that they would play for 
Paponton. >” The following season Edmonton did send a team to Ottawa 
to challenge the Senators, but it was obvious even at this early date 
that the smaller cities could not hope to compete against the major 
eastern Peeiecn 
Professional hockey in the East was so strong that Hewitt reports 
a match between Ottawa and the Montreal Wanderers in 1908 as being 
"played before 7,000 spectators who paid as much as $15 for a single seat 
and $125 for a box, 1381 The teams, London and Guelph, joined the other four 
professional teams in 1908, and they were taken over by joint stock 
companies to control their aceairs ae 
In Edmonton, in 1908, the first reported Church League was started 


376 admonton Bulletin, January 3, 1908. 


377 the Globe and Mail, December 16, 1908. 
378 ; 
Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.207. 
379 ¢ amonton Bulletin, December 1, and November 23, 1908. 


380rbid.. January 2, 1909, sts 
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HewLety Op.cit., prez. 


The Globe and Mail, October 29, 1908. 
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with four teams .2°2 The same year the International Federation of Ice 
Hockey was founded in Europe .>°* The following year the Catholic 
League was operating in Toronto with De La Salle winning the junior 
final from St. Michael's Cotman 
The National Hockey Association was formed in Montreal in 1909 
and was fully professional. The founding teams were Montreal Canadiens, 
Cobalt, Haileybury, Renfrew, Montreal Wanderers, Montreal Shamrocks, 
Ottawa, Quebec and or cheb see Another professional league was being 
formed around this time from an area where little previous information 
had been available, namely, the west wale, oh 
In 1910, the C.A.H.L. and the N.H.A. amalgamated in Montreal under 
the N.H.A, and a new schedule was drawn up. Although professional 
leagues were flourishing in the East, elsewhere they encountered con- 
siderable trouble. Edmonton, which had challenged for the Stanley Cup 
the two previous years, did not have a professional or semi-professional 


388 


league in 1910. The Maritimes experienced considerable difficulty in 


1910 in getting their professional league started after much bad publicity 

from a court case which implicated many ''so called" amateur Feet, Ae 
By 1910 the tubular skate, first introduced by the Winnipeg 

players, was used by most hockey players. Shin pads were fairly common 
383 


Edmonton Bulletin, January 9, 1908. 


384 Hewitt, Opicity ,4p.22). 


385 nne Globe and Mail, March 20,)9009. 
386 powell and Howell, op.cit., p.206. BP Oneciet. ‘Op-Cili<s Deca 
388 


Edmonton Bulletin, November 19, 1910. 


3897 cronto Daily Star, January 10, 1910. 
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by then and "Cyclone" Taylor was supposed to have introduced the use of 


shoulder pads that same jenn 


St. Michael's College, in 1910, were particularly strong as they 


captured the 0.H.A. senior championship (the John Ross Robertson trophy) 


and the Allan Cane In 1911 the Trustees of the Allan Cup issued the 


Statement that all future challengers had to be in good standing with 


the A.A.U.of C. before any games could be arranged.>°~ 


Although Canada did not have an official team at the European 
championships at Les Avants, Switzerland, a group of Canadians won the 
title in both 1910 and 1911. Nine Canadian Rhodes scholars at Oxford 


University defeated many top teams to win the European title for two 


yéars.>?° 


In 1911, six-a-side hockey was tried in Ontario and the West 


394 


without favourable results. The N.H.A. tried it first on December 1, 


1911, and Russel Bowie and Joe Power, who refereed the opening game 


between Quebec and Montreal Wanderers, were extremely pessimistic con- 


cerning the adoption of this ie 


Church hockey leagues continued to be developed and Winnipeg, in 


1911, had six teams AeA AAS The 0.H.A. also showed a consider- 


one fre Opree Cae pp slo —L0 


391 the Globe and Mail, March 26, 1910. 


poe ibid,. February 4, 1911. 


393. the Globe and Mail, March 5, 1910, and Edmonton Bulletin, 
January 26, 1912. 


3934p "Globe ‘and Mail, October 20, 1911. 


395 Manitoba Free Press, December 1, 1911. 
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able increase over the previous few years and, by 1911, had 113 teams in 


; ‘eee 5) ; 
their three divisions. Over the previous few years three teams com- 
peted in the Pacific Coast League: Vancouver, Victoria and the Garrison 


at Esquimalt. They had competed for the Prior Cup since 1909, but 


; ; Mepdeke p>) ; 
Vancouver won it three times and thus kept it. Lieutenant-Governor 


Patterson donated a trophy to the Pacific Coast Professional League to 


replace the Prior Cup.27? 


In 1912, Frank and Lester Patrick built Canada's first artificial 


ice hockey arena in Vancouver. It was open-aired and could seat 10,500 


00 F ; 
spectators.* This gave hockey a great impetus on the west coast, as 


weather conditions did not favour natural ice rinks. Two leagues 


immediately replaced the old three team competition; the Province League 


401 Later that 


402 


with five teams and the Mainland League with four teams. 
same year the Arena Gardens in Toronto opened and had artificial ice. 
The Patricks obtained permission to use the Horse Show building in New 
Westminster as the site for their second artificial ice Atenas 

Amateur hockey in Alberta, during this period, was very strong 


under the A.A.H.A. The professional league in the Maritimes continued to 


function with the Halifax Socials, Halifax Crescents, New Glasgow and 





397 the Globe and Mail, December 16, 1911. 
398 renry J. Boam, British Columbia, (London: Sells Limited, 1912), 
p.466. 
399 ; 
The Globe and Mail, December 27, 1911. 
400 ‘ 
Manitoba Free Press, February 3, 1912. 
401 
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402the Globe and Mail, December 16, 1912. 
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wee) Fs 
svc : c j 


nt amsed €1J ber , [121 yd ,bna exaesy wet suoiverg sd3 19vo sasstont alde 
ree ee 
- enoleivib sezd3, 1s . 


“005 emse? sotds etsasy wot evotvetq sdz zsv0 


ie 
noeitzsD odd base sizorat) ,tevyoons¥ :sugeal Jes0D olitos{ edi at & 


tjud ,@0@! sontea qud solvd sft 103 betsqmoo bad yeaT 35 a 


BRE 


ron 13ved-3ngneiveld -33 1qs2% eud3 bas semis sotdd Jt now 


oJ sugsal Isnotgestord JasoD 2itioal ef3 o3 yigord s beteoob 19819338 


CRE Gud sors4 anf3. 99 


fetotitiie texii e'sbensd situd Aott3e1 t93e91 bas Ansa ,Si@i al 7 f: 


a 


002.01 3892 biuos bos betis-msgo eaw $I .1syU0sm8V af ST9TB Y 
) 00s 


. 210Iss99ge 


= 


8 ,Jasoo jesw sd) no eutjoqml Jsotg s yeAsod. svag aid? 


of 


esugsol owl .adali 951 Is1v3sn twovet Jom bib enotatbnoco zed9 2 


suges] sonivotd offi :aolikieqmos mest? seta bio al bsosiqe1 ied 42) 


I 


sorts xotet 4° emess wot dotw sugsal boeinieM of? bas anso3 ovit dab 


SO" oot [eiohiiize bed brs beasqo otnoxeT al ensbis) enstA ssi3 8 


cy . 
a ae a 


wo nt gntbliud worlg set0H od} sey 03 agteadmseg beateido edotziag 


COP .ae18 99! Intotitias baoose ahedd x02 iis. od) a6 193 eatm? 


gnoiwte yiev eaw ,bot1req elds gotiwub ,siisdiA at ysiood rwesemA . Ai 
63 bountino>s asmisixisM sd3 ot sugesl Isnoltesstorg ont -A.H.A,A odd Tabs 


bas wogesld wo ,e3mgoas1) xaitlish tistsc® xpthiall oda. dit TOL: 


fo ae 
ee A 

Ree ee 
ae PY 


»- 
7 


2B 
404 


Moncton Victorias, but was never a successful league. Eaton's hockey 


team were 0O.H.A, senior champions in 1912 and unsuccessfully challenged 
the Winnipeg Victorias for the Allan aes The O.HwAbseat tits. 23rd 
annual meeting, decided to ban the use of commercial names for their 
teams. The Eatons, rather than change their name, withdrew from the 
ea a. 15 
Artificial ice arenas, in 1913, were mentioned constantly in the 
sports sections of most newspapers. Hamilton reported its rink was 
ready in Nevers wees, while Kingston, Quebec, Woodstock, the University 
of Toronto and Toronto's West End,all reported that they would have their 
facility finished at an early daten,08 
The Pacific Coast professional league was organized by the Patrick 
brothers in 1913 and included Vancouver, Victoria and New Westminster, 


409 


with Seattle and Portland entering later. The Maritimes professional 


league again had trouble in 1913 and was only saved when local business 
men came to the aid of the failing ednibs, “ae 
The N.H.A., after reverting to seven-a-side, found that six-a-side 
provided a faster game and decided to use the latter arrangement in the 
picare oe The no off-side line was extended to ten feet from the goal 


404; dmonton Bulletin, Janvary 6, 1912. 


‘Pine Clobecand) Mail, March 12, 19124 
1D Shei da. November 18, and 20, 1912. yy ee November 19, 1913. 
408_, . , 
Ibid., April 22, to December 15, 1913, 
‘O%Fewitt, opscit., p. 19. 
SE eceaton Bulletin, December 4, 1913. 
411 


The Globe and Mail, February 7, 1913. 
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412 Substitutions were also introduced 


to speed up offensive plays. 
’ : . 413 : 
on the west coast during this period. Goalkeepers’ face masks were 
introduced by Ottawa's Clint Benedict in 1913, because his style of 
play necessitated his falling to the ice to make "saves" and thus he was 
made vulnerable to facial imierieee os Another change, introduced by 
the N.H.A. in 1913, was not to allow its referees to come into contact 
with the players before, at half time or at the end of the match. In 
order to do this separate dressing rooms were built and a system of 
p : é 415 

electic warning bells installed. 

Hockey in Alberta, in 1913, increased,and the A.H.A. reported having 


416 


thirty affiliated teams. The Peace River teams formed a league within 


the Alberta organization, but excessive distances between its six teams | 


417 In Edmonton a Mer- 


would only allow each team to play a few games. 
cantile league was organized with eight teams from the local companies. 
By 1914 professional hockey in the East and British Columbia was 


tremendously popular and reports such as the following were not uncommon: 


Spectators line up all night to get tickets at the 
Arena (Toronto) - snowball fights, bonfires, songs, etc., 
kept the cheerless night going. When the 600 seats had 
gone in ten minutes there was a wild demonstration by 
those who had waited and missed out. 


This excitement was generated in Toronto when the first Stanley Cup game 





+12 ewitt, op.cit.. p.192, wen and Howell, op.cit.,p.205. 
+14, oyles, Ope Cre, 7 Dele. 

+1 5Manitoba Free Press, September 24, 1913. 

4165 dmonton Bulletin, December 20, 1913. 

“l7tpid., November 21, 1913. 418i5id., January 10, 1913. 

419 


The Globe and Mail, March 5, 1914. 
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Ice-hockey, Saskatchewan, 1910. 
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ever played in that city took place. The Toronto Ontarios defeated the 


Victorias, the Pacific Coast champions, in the new best out of five 


series which had been instituted that ae The Stanley Cup Trustees, 


on March 25, 1914, handed the trophy over to the National Commission 


(N.H.A.) and Mr. Foran and Mr. Ross, the Trustees, stated they would 


only "act in cases of Riera tedllec : 


Frank and Lester Patrick, in 1914, suggested that the ice should 
be divided into three zones, by two lines 67 feet apart, and that forward 
passing should be permitted in the centre zone. This idea was adopted on 


the west coast but it was not until 1923 that the O.H.A. introduced this 


form of wits The N.H.A., in 1914, decided that fines would not be 


levied in future, but players would be suspended for a certain number of 


games depending on the nature of their Bier dieGe ce onda The situation 


in the Maritimes professional league was aptly described by the Manitoba 
Free Press,, as: 


Prospects for professional hockey in the Maritimes this 
year are slender. Halifax and Sydney were the cities 
which held the professional league together last year 
through a somewhat shaky season, are both out of the 
league this year. New Glasgow is regarded as hopeless, 
Moncton will be out of it again on account of lack of 
rink accommodation and Amherst after an unprofitable 
year will not venture out again. 


By 1914, there were sufficient cities and towns in Ontario which 


had women's hockey teams, to organize a provincial championship. The 


420;¢id., March 20, 1914. +21 inid., March 25, 1914. 


422 oyles, cp.cit,,, p.20. 


aise! Globe and Mail, March 31, 1914. 


424vanitoba Free Press, October 17, 1914. 
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Whitby team was successful in this first championship with wins over 
Port Perry, Ingersoll and Sterling in the final pare tian That same 
year the Winnipeg Telephone Ladies’ league had six teams from Main, 
Garry, St. John, Fort Rouge, Sherbrooke and Winnipeg playing in regular 
competition. +76 

The most significant event in 1914 for amateur hockey was the 
formation of the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association (C.A.H.A.). The 
A.A.U.of C. were anxious to establish a national body for amateur hockey 
and, with the help of Mr. Claude Robinson of Winnipeg, a meeting was 
arranged in Ottawa, and the C.A.H.A. was formed with Dr. W.F. Taylor its 
first President and Robinson its Secretary-Treasurer (both of the Manitoba 
branch of the A.,A.U.of C.). The C.A.H.A. immediately established eight 
provincial branches and decided that future Allan Cup series would be of 
two games and were to be played in a rink 170 feet by 70 feet. They also 
affiliated with the A.A.U.of C. at their inaugural maaitted Ata! 

The First World War did not interfere to any extent with hockey in 


1914. The 0.H.A, donated $3,000 to the Red Cross?*28 429 


430 


and both Winnipeg 


and Edmonton reported that arenas in those cities would be used by the 


Military for training purposes. By the end of 1915 hockey had changed 


considerably, due to the increased war effort. Professional hockey con- 


Maid Fs cy op.cit., p.144. 


SPOTS steoba Free Press, January 17, 1914. 


42 Fee G) December 5, 1914. 


428nhe Globe ‘and Mail, November 28, 1914. 


27 aC EWE Free Press, October 19, 1914. 


Oud tebe Bulletin, November 4, 1914. 
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tinued, and Vancouver defeated Ottawa to take the Stanley Cup to the 


Oe : : cole ; 4 
Pacific Coast for the first time in its history. 2s It was reported, 


however, that professional players would be forced to take a cut in 


432 
salary. 


At their annual meeting in 1915 the Alberta A.H.A, decided to 


suspend all senior hockey in the province until after the war, and to 


433 


concentrate their efforts on the intermediate and junior groups. A 


later report indicated that even though the A.A.H.A. had no senior group 


its enrollment for the 1915-16 season was the highest in its pBacouy, 2 


The 0.H.A, reported that over 300 of the previous season's players had 


enlisted in Canada's armed forease ee 


The 1915-1916 season produced many military teams and leagues. 


The 0.H.A, reported that several soldier's teams were playing in their 


senior Berdesaue’ while in Edmonton the Military Hockey league was formed 


with four battalion benign A In Winnipeg the 6lst Battalion team cap- 


tured the Allan Cup and the Patriotic Hockey League raised between $4,500 


and $5,000, which was presented to the Patriotic Athletic Aosoctapion ene 


Hockey had other interesting aspects in 1916. A report in The 


43line Globe and Mail, March 29, 1915. 


oa ORME Free Press, September 27, 1915. 


433% ¢monton Bulletin, November 8, 1915. 


WOUMin da Decamber 16930915. 


435 the Globe and Mail, November 5, 1915. 


“GOT ba da , November 3, 1915. 


Oe ont on, Bulletin, February 7, 1916. 


oon d tobi Free Press, March 3, and 6, 1916. 
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Globe indicated that guards at the Kingston camp for interned Germans 


had taught the game to the prisoners and the 0.H.A. sent them a supply 


of equipment 2? Another report stated that Mr. E.N. Runions of Cornwall 


had arranged the "first international ladies' hockey tour" and taken two 


teams of ''the best available talent to Cleveland," The East, in an 


effort to speed up the game and discourage goal jamming, increased the 


44 
forward pass line to twenty feet. : 


The 1916-17 season was dominated by the Military. The 0.H.A. re- 


ported many soldiers' teams in their leagues whilst Hamilton had no 


civilian hockey but did have the 227th Battalion team in their eaty +77 


The 228th Battalion, which played in the N.H.A's. Patriotic League, was 
so strong that it defeated an N.H.A. All-Star team, Lor ayes 

In Winnipeg the armed forces formed a separate league, so that the 
Military League consisted of the 18lst of Brandon, the 223rd of Rat 
Portage and the 190th and 221st of Winnipeg. The other league, the 


Patriotic Series, consisted of the Monarchs, Victorias, Transcona 


Munitions and Union Canadienne, *** Roller hockey was revived during that 


season and the 221st Battalion team defeated the All-Stars, 4-3, in the 


final at the Arena rink - the teams played dixbe-waaayite Saskatchewan 


446 


reported a six team league, with four of them being Military teams. 


439 The Globe and Mail, January 1, 1916. 


1 
eTT daa March fue GLE! aA untked eet cuien. 193. 


oterng Globe and Mail, October 31, and November 16, 1916. 


ator ede a acenbety 1B: 1916. 


Aad tobe Free Press, November 29, 1916. 
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“45 Tbid., November 4, 1916. Ibid., November 27, 1916. 
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Women's hockey continued to be popular in this period, with Edmonton 


having a four team Teaiete teat while Winnipeg had three teams in regular 


448 


competition. The Albert Ladies' hockey team, champions of Ottawa, in 


1917 staged a successful tour playing at "Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Toronto 


and other points in the West"? 


In 1917 the N.H.A,. experienced great difficulty in obtaining 
players and decided not to operate. Sufficient players were found to 
form four teams,and, on November 27, 1917, the National Hockey League 


(N.H.L.) was organized with Toronto, Ottawa, Canadiens and Wanderers 


450 


(both of Montreal). The Military leagues for the 1916-17 season 


451 


adopted six-a-side teams and three, twenty minute periodsof play. The 


following season these rules were adopted by the 0.H.A., although they 


stated "it was only a wartime measure ,""">2 


Two separate disasters in 1918 caused considerable difficulty for 
hockey in those areas. The Montreal Hockey Arena burned down and hockey 
games had to be called off. This arena was reported to be the largest in 
Eastern Canada!*?? The other incident was a tragic explosion in Halifax 
harbour. One of its minor side effects was that the Halifax rink was 


destroyed,and,as it was not rebuilt,it caused the Maritimes Professional 


Hockey League to be disbanded, at least for the 1918-19 season. 4 


a ncaa con Bulletin, January 29, 1917. 


ead Eobe Free Press, March 7, 1917. 


449 che Globe and Mail, March 7, 1917. 


ge SENS November 12, and 27, 1917. 
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451 Ibid. , November 21, 1917. 


Ibid., December 6, 1916. 


A938 smadton Bulletin, January 2, 1918. 


454 the Globe and Mail, December 24, 1918. 
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In 1918 the East was using six-a-side muleaagh tile the West were 
playing with seven man teams. Mr. Frank Patrick, President pe the 
Pacific Coast League, agreed to adopt N.H.L. rules (six-a-side) for the 
Stanley Cup, but they continued to use seven-a-side in their own 
league. >> 

Hockey did not take long to resume operations after the war. In 
1919, at the C.A.H.A. meeting, the O.H.A, a icoacta oh was et: a Canada-wide 
junior championship be inaugurated similar to the Allan Cup. The idea 
was readily accepted,and the trophy was called the Memorial Cup,in memory 


456 At 


of the many hockey players who died in the Canadian armed forces. 
a later meeting the C.A.H.A., in an attempt to standardize rules across 
Canada, adopted the 0.H.A. rules and stated that they would apply to all 
amateur games played in the Dostnion: 
The flu epidemic, which raged across the nation late in 1918 and 
early 1919, caused considerable delay in all sports regaining their pre- 
war position. This was particularly true of all indoor sports, as they 
were banned for most of that period. On April 2, 1919, the Montreal 
Canadiens and Seattle had each won two games of their five game series 
for the Stanley Cup in Seattle. The final game was never played, because 
five of the Canadiens (Lalonde, Hall, Couture, Berlinquette and McDonald), 
plus their manager, were in hospital with temperatures ranging from 101 to 


458 


105 degrees, the result of the influenza epidemic. Joe Hall died 


+) Dien TeObe Free Press, November 16, 1918. 


42 Grave Tl and Howell, op.cit., p.208. 


+) EoneeTobe ahd Wail March 20, 1919. 


4°8r5td., April 2, 1919. 
























7 i ® 
ene 
ss 
reel 


>= rn 





oltrdw eslux sbie-s-xie gobev esw jesa sah Bier. at oa 
ou 7 
bieesid oiuted Anes .xM. .emee? nem msevsea diiw gays! Le 


(ob s-xie) esi HW iqobs o3, bsertge sugasl Seno, obaaaae 


_oe, 
ba-s-nevee sau.0i bountinoo ved, aud ,qud ysinase 


~ ie , 
= a i 
22h... 
- . ug 3a 
rt \ 
b 4 
+ +to4%t8° anolte1900 smvest o3 gaol aed Jom bib yadool 
AHO of3_ ,.gatiecm .A.H.A.D off 38. 
212 039 telimie bsiatweuent ed qidenolqmado toLaut 


stuomeM sd34 balls asw ydeor? sd3 bas, basdes 28 yllbsst sat 
a ae inc em 


> femts netbeans) sda at betb ondw ateysiq yodood .ynem ota 
7 . =< = ial 


DJ Yameite na ak ,.A,H.A.9 od3 gaticesa 1944 to 
Car 


bis ei 44 botste bas esiuy .A.H.0 sd bsiqobs . Ate 18 


J 
‘cP inte imo % is 1 t eyalg 29mBy tWws. 
Bi@i at otal s jaa afi eeorss beget doidu. .simsbige ult edt 
e1c e2 2 ti6 ot ysleb sidarebbenos. bsevso ,@Iei 
p i ey : 
fd en .adt0ge roobst Ile to suts ylasluotizeq eaw.etdl -nolitsoq ae 


sctjnoM oda ,@1@l .S iisqA nO _..Bolt9q aend3.i0 deom 202 beqned stow 


esizee omsg svil sied3 to eomeg ows mow owe bad aljijiac02@ bas ono 


ss weped.bsysiq taven eBw omng Janti edt, .olasso8 at qu0 yelnss2. si, 30 

/ — € : “v" a a) ‘ 
imeeanenentioet apaned, ard ,sbaoted) nOnahaneD od, 3o. svi 
5 if be om ; Sr —_—" ar 
i wane sant ‘aes me tna moka nt 2 regaineal 2284: be: 
os ; 








| * 


i 


281 


five days later in that Seattle hospital.” 


The necessity for new artificial rinks again became apparent and 
reports such as, "new Hamilton rink to cost $200,000, work to start next 
month", and "Guelph to have new arena costing $50,000 with ice surface 
of 180'x 80' and 1,800 seats'', were common in rigs O° International 
competition between Canada and the United States was resumed that year, 
when the governing bodies of both countries affiliated to control 
championship “ae As a further demonstration of hockey's return 
to popularity the 0.H.A. reported a record entry of over 140 teams for 
their 1919-20 season. +62 

The West continued this rapid expansion. A Western Canada Pro- 
fessional League was organized by Edmonton's "Deacon" White (of Eskimo 
football fame) and Barney Stanley of Calgary. The league started with 
four teams - Columbus and Wanderers of Calgary and Hustlers and Veterans 


463 


from Edmonton - and was called the Big Four League. Edmonton reported 


that it had 53 teams playing hockey in the 1919-20 season in six different 

leagues. One of these competitions was the Church league, which had 17 

teams. The league built its own rink from material supplied by the city. 164 

The competition proved so popular that its teams numbered 27 the following 
465 


season. 


On January 27, 1920, the Universities of Manitoba, Saskatchewan 


‘OF Ri aba Free Press} April 7, L9L9- 

460 the Globe and Mail, April 17, and September 27, 1919. 
“6linid., October 20, 1919. “62 751d,, December 12, 1919. 
4037 Upon eon Bulletin, October 13; 1919. 

464 465 


Tbtds;*’ January 73 1920. Ibid., November 24, 1920. 
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and Alberta arranged an intercollegiate league, with Manitoba eventually 


466 


winning the Intercollegiate Championship of Western Canada. The 


Maritimes, during this period, were slower to organize than the rest of 


Canada, but by 1920 Halifax had a City League operating and in 1921 


Dalhousie University won the Intercollegiate Hockey Championship. °°! 


An interesting report in The Globe described the use of a hockey 


helmet: 


Last night for the first time in ten years the Toronto 
fans saw a player, McCullough of Loyola College team, wear 
protective headgear to protect his spectacles. Back in 
1911-12 Jimmy Cosgrove (leftwing for the Toronto Amateur 
Athletic Club team in the 0.H.A. Seniors) wore a kind of 
a helmet. 


The International Hockey Federation (the Ligue Internationale de Hockey 


sur Glace) organized the first World Championships, which were to be 


played at the 1920 Olympic Games at Antyers.c°” 


The C.A.H.A. decided that the winners of the Allan Cup, in 1920, 
would represent Canada at the World Championships. The Winnipeg Falcons 


defeated the University of Toronto 8-3 and 3-2,in Toronto, to win the 


Allan Cup in 1920 and the right to represent Canada. “9 The rules that 


the Falcons were to play under included seven-a-side teams playing two, 


twenty minute periods. They won all of their games, easily defeating 


Sweden 12-1 in the final to become Olympic and World Ghaeronene’ Liti.s 


466 467 


Ibid., February 24, 1920 


468016 Globe and Mail, March 20, 1920. 
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Bisakowski, op.cit., pp.14-15. 


Hewitt. op.citucsyp. 2h. 


athe Globe and Mail, March 30, 1920. 


Sieroid. cAptil 27,..1920. 


























ae ae 
sdojiosM datw ,sugsel stsigeliosrzsini ma beg vos eat Bi 


ic ee by es mrareeW 10 qidenotaqmed) ojeigsiic so1etaI edd gninniw 

“ >. 

sewola stew ,bolrsq eid gottwb -2omis 36M 

ee ia 

St 1s anijeysqo sugssl yids bed xaiiishH OSel yd jsud ae 


* 7 oh. 


Yo: a* . 
2silootgtnI ofa‘ now yItersvinl 


> bed) sdolD aff at J30qst gnijastsini oA 
ns anit 3eryti efY rot Jdgin Jead 
Iiod sioy > dguoliuDoM ,zeyelq 8.wee east ~ 
983> el orq o3 rssgbsed svisosioig— 
mA 101 gniwitsl) svotRgeoDd yomil SF-[iel 


m92 .A.H.0' off ot masd dglD oiasinvA 
80¢ samiod 5 


~ Z 
I sugiJt sti) soltstsbst yadook lsnotjsaxs3a1 


d o2 row tf i agidenolqmedD blxoW Jerk? seid POT eee (90819, 21 

.qiswiaA 36 e9aaD sigmyiO OSel sdz ds 

nt .qu) nelilA eft lo atenniw ada jef3 bablosb .A.H,A.2 Sat. 
* 2% 


[esi 392 miW aT .eatdastotamsdd bIs0oW an3 is sbanso jnsasiqet J D blue 


mer. 
ft 


afi niw oj .ogmo7toT mi. S-E bas €-8 osn0% oT zo vitetsvinw of) bosses? tok 


+ me a 
jad) eolut sft ~'".sbansd inseszqet o2 Jdgiat od bas Ose! nk wd aii 
4 


40d gaiyslq emsei sble-s-novee bobuloni rebnu yaiq od Ssitsw ehoolst od 









7 ~ aa 
is b ¥ iene nanan. ted) to He now yodtE _,sbotieq stumia ynew. 
cs ee yee a sed . Arf bes ie 


.. funee x iy) a 


sy : a 
a awn re. . MQ, bi: it rs. y 


Fig. 44. 





Edouard "Newsy" Lalonde 
outstanding hockey and 
lacrosse player during 
this era. 


Fig. 43. 


Georges Vezina the. 
most renowned goal- 
tender in the history 
of the National 
Hockey League during 
this era, 








283 
of interest to note that the Falcons' hardest match was against the 
United States of America, which they won 2-0. A present-day trend was 
also evident in 1920, as the United States team had five Canadians on 

: 472 
their team. 
By 1920, hockey was the nation's most popular winter sport - both 
professional and amateur. The game was played by boys, girls, women and 


men across Canada. If any sport should have been given the honour of 


being the ''National game", perhaps it should have been hockey. 


Ice Boating 


In 1900 the sport of ice boating was restricted mainly to Toronto 
and Kingston in Canada. It was evident from the lack of newspaper 
reports that little public interest was attached to this activity. It 
must have been considered an unusual sport because many visiting digni- 
taries were treated to a ride on Toronto Bay in one of these speedy craft. 


Lord and Lady Minto, for example, rode on the ice boat Icelander during an 


actual race in i962 The Reverend John Kerr, Captain of the visiting 


Scotch curlers, was so impressed with his ride on an ice boat in 1903 that 


he included an excellent description of the event in his book which 


described the ‘ounee ae 


Mr. Ned Hanlan (of rowing fame) had been connected with the sport 


in 1898 and had tried to organize an international regatta but foiled 


In 1900, Eddie Durnan, Hanlan's nephew (who was to become one of Canada's 


47 2vanitoba Free Press, April 27, 1920. 


“13 the Globe and Mail, March 7, 1902. 


47416 Reverend John Kerr, Curling in Canada and the United States, 


ee eee 


(Edinburgh: G.H. Morton, 1904), pp.520-529. 
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top scullers), owned one of Toronto's best ice boats, Jessica. On 
February 12, 1900 Jessica defeated another Toronto boat, Earl King, in 


476 


both heats and won the $25 which was waged on the match. The next 


day Durnan issued a challenge to the Esquimau, the Kingston flyer, for 
the best three out of five races on Toronto Bay for g100. 777 The outcome 
of the challenge did not appear in the local newspapers. 

The Walker Cup had been inaugurated by 1900 for international 
competition and was held that year by Kingston. Cape Vincent, New Or, 
challenged Kingston in 1900 for the Cup. On their first attempt to hold 
the races, the wind was so light that none of the boats was able to 


478 


finish in the time limit. Two days later the wind was so fierce that 


Cape Vincent refused to start and Kingston retained the Gap 
The Kingston Ice Yacht Club established the Calvin-MacNee Trophy 


for the club championships in 1900 and Mr. Foiger's Snow Cloud was the 


eventual winner. ja Kingston were able to retain the Walker Cup in 1901 
by defeating Cape Vincent in their me, tot 
Hamilton tried to organize an ice boat club in 1902, °° but no 


further mention of this club indicated that it was unsuccessful. Inter- 


national races were arranged for Kalamazoo in 1903 and boat owners from 


Kingston and London, Ontario, indicated they would eonpece.t°° ‘However, 


poor weather conditions forced them to be postponed until 1904. +84 





476 


The Globe and Mail, February 12, 1k700. 
477spid., February 13, 1900. 4781414., February 20, 1900. 
479 bid., February 22, 1900. “80inid., April 2, 1900. 
48linia., March 29, 1901. 4821,i4., January 6, 1902. 
4831nid., January 2, 1903. 484 a5i¢., Piney a 19038 
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Fig. 45. Iceboating on Toronto Bay in 1908. 





Fig. 46. Emile Cochand giving ski lessons in the Leurentians 
in=1907: 
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In 1903 Jessica won the ice boat championship of Toronto Bay . 485 
Reports on the sport after 1903 were very limited. Photographs of ice 


486 487 but no mention was 


boats on Toronto Bay appeared in 1906 and 1907, 
made of further competitions. An effort was made to revive the sport in 
1911 when the O'Connor Cup was given for the Toronto championship, which 
was won by Zoroya. 188 It seemed that the sport had lost ies public 


appeal as less expensive and more dependable activities rose in popularity. 


Ice Skating 


By the turn of the century ice skating had developed into two 
distinct areas in so far as competition was concerned: speed skating and 
figure skating (sometimes referred to as fancy skating). The sport, both 
professional and amateur, was controlled by the Amateur Skating 
Association of Canada under the capable leadership of its secretary,Louis 
Rubenstein, himselfa former a world-famous skater. At most championships - 
city, provincial or national - events for amateursand professionals were 
included in the same program. For this reason ice skating did not 
experience many of the problems which reer s had produced in 
other sports. 

As a demonstration of the sport's popularity in 1900, J.K. McCullock 
of Winnipeg was able to travel from British Columbia through Winnipeg to 


489 


New Brunswick giving exhibitions of speed and fancy skating. Two other 


Canadians, John Davidson and his sister, gave exhibitions of fancy skating 





489 pid, February 7, 1903. PoSrr ig “Marchi 17, 1906: 


488544. January 17; 1911. 


487 snid., January 19, 1907. 


4897bid,, January 4, 1900. 
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in Paris, France, and at Brussels, Belgium, in that year, +90 


Most provinces held annual championships each year, while Manitoba 


held both indoor and outdoor provincial competitions.*74 


City champion- 
ships were also held by most large cities and virtually each club con- 
ducted its own competitions. The 12th annual Canadian Championships were 
held in 1900 at the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association's rink, with 
3,000 spectators present. In the professional events Norval Baptie of 
Dakota - a Canadian by birth - was defeated by John Nilsson of Minneapolis 
in the one, two and three mile events. Nilsson created two new world 
records in the two and three mile events. The results of the amateur 
events were as follows: 

220 yards - Fred Robson of Toronto in 21 seconds. 

880 yards -. Sonne of the M.A.A.A. in 1 minute, 26-4/5 seconds. 

880 yards backwards - Thaibault of the M.A.A.A. in 1 minute, 

33 seconds. 

One mile - Drury of the M.A.A.A, in 3 minutes. 

Three miles - Thomas of the U.S.A. in 9 minutes, 22 seconds. 

220 yards hurdles - Halcomb of the M.A.A.A. in 27 seconds. 

Five miles - Gibb of the U.S.A. in 16 minutes 17 seconds. 
Two other events, the one mile, 15 years and under, and the half mile, 12 
years and under, were held but the results were not published. In the 
880 yards Backwards race, Fabard of the M.A.A.A. led all the way but 
thought the race finished at the club steps and stopped there, and was, 
consequently, unplaced.??* 


The most common form of professional racing in that period was the 


challenge event, which was reported in many areas of Canada. A typical 


90 dg s: February 1, and 28, 1900. 


AV tee eae Free Press, March 19, 1900. 


HeAde Presse, Montreal, February 5, 1900. 
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challenge was issued by Harley Davidson of Toronto: 
Harley Davidson writes from Brantford that he is 

willing to meet any skater whatever in a match race of 

one mile. The only conditions are that the race must 

take place within two weeks, and that the match be from 

$50 to $100 a side. The challenge is open for a week,493 
These challenges were usually accepted because each city, town and 
village had a rink and thus a skating champion. A tour by two or more 
skaters was another method employed to increase the income of the pro- 
fessionals and spectators would be charged to witness a series of races. 

Women's speed skating events were not very common in 1900, al- 
though a one mile race for ladies was held at an indoor meet at the 
Hespeler rink, which was won by Miss D. Tremaine, with Miss G. West 
second, +94 Fancy skating attracted women skaters during this period and 
Miss Minnie Cummings, "a dainty little lady skater" gave exhibitions in 
many parts of the country .+99 The most popular form of skating during 
the early twentieth century was, perhaps, the "fancy dress ball". At 
Toronto's Victoria Skating Club's annual carnival in 1900 there were over 
1,000 skaters in costume at the function. +76 Public skating was also 
popular across Canada and the indoor rinks often supplied a band to play 
while the people skated, +97 In Winnipeg, the "reverse system'' was intro- 
duced at the Auditorium rink when, at 9.00 p.m., all Bicatave had to skate 


+93 ani toba Free Press, January 12, 1900. 


494cne Globe and Mail, February 3, 1900. 


495 che Globe and Mail, February 8, 1900, and Manitoba Free Press, 
January 7, 1901. 


4“96the Globe and Mail, February 1, 1900. 


497 <54d,, January 1, 1902. 
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in the opposite direction. The report stated that “some find it rather 
gukwardatto> 

In 1900 the National Skating Association of the United States and 
the Amateur Skating Association of Canada agreed to hold the North 
American Speed Skating Championships in Montreal and the North American 
Fancy Skating Championships in New York. +99 In the speed skating 
championships Canadians won four of the six events, the results being as 
follows: 

220 yards - F. Robson, Toronto - 20-2/5 seconds. 

One mile - G. Bellefeuile, Rat Portage - 2 minutes, 53-3/5 seconds. 

880 yards Backwards - J. Drury, M.A.A.A. - 1 minute, 27-2/5 seconds. 

Three miles - Thomas, N.Y.A.C. 

220 yards Hurdles - L. Piper, Toronto - 25-3/5 seconds. 

Five miles - Thomas, Ney Aver co 
The figure skating championship was won by the previous year's title 
holder, Dr. Arthur G. Keane of the N.Y.A.C., and no Canadian competitors 


oor An interesting point about the events 


were reported in the events. 
in New York was that an artificial ice rink was used, which had been in 
operation since November 5, 1900.29 

In Montreal, in 1901, two famous winter sports clubs combined to 
hold a carnival. The 61st annual race meeting of the Montreal Snowshoe 
Club and the 17th annual Montreal Toboggan and Skating Club races were 
held at the carnival. Little interest was shown in EHOVAMEeES, as only 
+98 vanitoba pece Prevs » Tecenver~o,-1700. 


499 The Globe and Mail, November 30, 1900. 


200 Manitoba Free Press, February 18, 1901. Thomas' times in the 
three and five miles races were not given. 


20lthe Globe and Mail, January 28, 1901. 


302 tbhid., November 5, 1900. 
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ie. 47 A skiing party in 1914. Note the use of the 
single pole. 





Fig. 48. Skiing on the Prairies in 1910. 
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three started in the two mile race for the club cup and W. Brown was the 
only competitor to finish. Mr. A.E, Pilkie set a new record in the half 


mile by covering the distance in 1 minute and 20 seconds, °° 


Unusual 
events were often reported with respect to ice skating. In 1902, W.B. 
Smith of Montreal broke the United States high jump on skates record 
when he cleared four feet, six inches at Brooklyn in New York.°04 

School children were always attracted to ice skating and on one 
Saturday afternoon in Winnipeg, at the McIntyre Rink, over 1,200 children 
enjoyed a free skate to the music of the 90th Regiment band.20 City 
Councils, in some areas, quickly recognized the value of the sport for 
children. As an example, the Winnipeg Council, in 1903, provided free 
rinks for skating which at that time were considered a "boon to the poor 
sections of the Ciegdtan’ 

In 1902 the Governor General of Canada and his wife, Lord ad Lady 
Minto, became very interested in skating. Mr. George Meagher, ene self- 
acclaimed amateur figure skater, was invited to spend a week's skating at 


507 


Rideau Hall in Ottawa. His enthusiasm for fancy skating may have been 


responsible for the "Countess of Minto's Prize'' for women, and "His 
Excellency's Prize'' for hand-in-hand events (pairs skating), both of which 
were initiated in 1903.°9°8 This royal interest did much to foster figure 


skating in Canada, as up to this period public interest had not been very 


SEI IC) Presse, February 6, 1901. 


304 the Globe and Mail, January 10, 1902. 


s09Tbid.,. January 4, 1902) 


506vanitoba Free Press, October 20, 1903. 


athe Globe and Mail, January 25, 1902. 


508vanitoba Free Press. January 19, 1903. 






















. oor 
alt eaw avota .W bre quo dylo edi tot sost sila ouwg ed ak bod1a32 vos 


{ od A tosst W » soe otdild .9.A .3M .detaki o3 ic Piibegst dns oO 


tunta J nk sonstelbh of} gniasvoo we »f Ia 


“ 

(a s¥e a9t 02 doaqesr diiw bsaroqet nsiio s1t9W ei nov 
~ 2 

d esisif bealol eds sidord Is973n0M 20 
e ra P : 

18 3p bedont xie 399) tol betsslo of a 


n& goijate s ) bajos1zse eynwis s1ew aptbilds Jooda2 © 


; 
0S I sev inti sxyiaToM of3 38 .geqinnalW of noontesis ysbiuI BE 


€ 
ve 
Fr a . < 
: 4 ’ ... - . a » pork ~ « - all Y im 
.basd tnamigzeA di0@ edi to otaum sdJ 03 sisde esti & bsyors 
: a 
< — 


“7¢ : . 


e+ 7 Pe 
ngoooy yidolup ,.esets smoe at a 


bivo7g £0es ti ,Itsnwod geqtnnlW adi .slqmaxs asp aA 197bE, 

™ ; on 

tooqg 9d3 o% mood" 5s bersbleno> stew smr3 Jad3 js dolindw gutisie TT eda 
} ao02 . 7 
: “vito sd3 to eno. 
a y 
st bas b siiw eid bos sbhans) Yo Is19ne) tonmtsved sii SOCI ol 


' ; 7, 
-tise ed3 ,terfgsaeM setos: iM. .gatasie at beteezroini yirev omsoed .0f8l 
itisste e' das brsqe os betivai aaw ,1e3eN%8 stugti tusisms bamts Los 
: 7 . {0 re bt 
need svsi yem goijsde yonsi tot mestewsrine efh .aweat0 al ‘Ieif axe 
ei" bas ,asmow 103 “ssitd e'otdaiM to eesgauo)” sdd_ x02 eee: 
3 tes - 


doldw Yo diod , (aniiaia em einavs basi-nisbasd zo a eonelt 
ors - m 


*. > 


7 + 743 ox: 
“4 ‘> J J 
oo = 
7 La 7 = “ — 
i aby nN x s fx . 
vy /- ‘ee ie f raaay 4 . ial vy Pris. 
n 4 | Q 











aa et : 
eer 5" vi ap 
ee 


great. 


290 


In 1904, Hubbard commented on this new influence on figure 


skating: 


Sport now played a more prominent part in the life of 
Rideau Hall than before. The current passion was figure 
skating. An American champion skater was engaged to give 
lessons and this led to the founding of the Minto Skating 
Club (4th February, 1904) .509 


Over the next decade or so, speed skating was dominated by Fred 


Robson of Toronto, Okie B. Bush of Edmonton, Lot Roe of Toronto and a 


few other amateurs. The professional events were controlled by Baptie, 


Nilsson, Davidson and McCullock, with an occasional challenger rising 


briefly to glory. Of all the athletes previously mentioned, it was Fred 


Robson's exploits which captured public attention in this sport. A 


brief summary of his many victories will indicate his dominance: 


1903 - 


1904 - 


P07. > 


220 yards Canadian indoor championship in Montreal (23 seconds) .>19 

220 yards Canadian outdoor championship at the M.A.A.A. grounds 
(20-2/5 seconds).?!1 

Won three of the four Canadian syle events at Montreal.>!2 

Toronto city skating championship.° 3 


Ontario championship, winning the 220 yards, half, one two miles 
and hurdles, and set a world's record of 19-2/5 seconds in the 
220 yards event. 1 

hurdles at the Canadian championships in Montreal.?!5 

captured one first and two seconds in the Maritimes championships 
at St. John.°1é6 


won four races at Fredericton.-L? 


909 eH, Hubbard, Rideau Hall, (Ottawa: Queen's Printer and Con- 


troller of Stationery;u1967), pwld2. 


910 me Globe and Mail, February 6, 1902. 


5llinid,, February 9, 1902. 512thid., February 9, 1904. 
5135544,, February 4, 1904. 514t4id., January 30, 1905. 
515tbid,, February 6, 1905. 5161hid,, February 7, 1905. 


517tbid., February 11, 1905. 
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1906 - the 220 yards, half, one, two miles and hurdles at Canadian 
championships in Montreal. 


1911 - broke his own world's 220 yards record at Boston, the new record 
being 18.0 seconds.?19 


1913 - set a new world's record for the 60 yards at Cleveland.>29 


- attempted to break the barrel- jumping record.>21t 


1916 - broke his own 75 yards world's record (established in 1907) by 
returning the time of 7-4/5 seconds at the Pittsbureh Intexr= 
national indoor championships .222 


- by this year held five World and two Canadian records .°2> 


1917 - retired and organized a boys' skating club at the Maple Leaf 
Gardens which was called the Maple Leaf Speed Skating Club .>24 


4,22? In 


He was joined by Lot Roe the following year when he also retire 
1909 Okie B. Bush of Edmonton won the 220 yards, quarter, half, one and 
three mile Canadian championship events in Montreal. On his eastern trip 


he had fourteen wins and sixteen seconds.?-° 


During the period up to 1916 speed skating maintained its hold and 
it was considered the most popular winter sport of the masses across Canada. 
Figure or fancy skating, on the other hand, was more of an upper class 
sport, which gained its appeal through the support of people like Lord and 
Lady Minto, Earl Grey, the Duke of Connaught and the Duke of Devonshire. 

Although the announcements were made in late 1902 and early 1903 


concerning the Minto prizes, it was not until February 2, 1905, that the 





5181nid., February 6, 1907. 5191hid., February 1, 1911. 
5201pid., January 25, 1913. 52libid., February 22, 1913. 
522thid., March 1, 1916. 5231pid., March 9, 1916. 

5247bid., January 24, 1917. 5251bid., January 15, 1918. 


526p4monton Bulletin, March 15, 1909. 
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Minto Skating Club of Ottawa received two cups, for competition in 
singles and pairs (hand-in-hand) skating, from the Earl of Minto.°2/ 
Considerable difficulty was experienced by the Minto club in those early 
years in getting other clubs to compete for the trophies. Menke lists 


Katherine A. Haycock and 0.B. Haycock as the pairs champions for 1905-6, 


but no mention was made of a singles champion.?+° 


The most popular form of the sport at that time was still skating 
to music and the Regina Standard reported that, on October 11, 1905, 
over 1,000 people were in attendance at the Regina rink and these skated 
to the music of the famous Irish Guards' Banda?-? The public schools in 


Regina, the following year, reported "having skating rinks flooded in 


their playgrounds." 


Figure skating continued to receive the patronage of Canada's 
Governor-Generals, and a report in 1906 indicated this: 


His excellency the Governor-General (Earl Grey) will 
present a challenge trophy next year to be skated for by 
teams of four (two ladies and two gentlemen) from the 
different towns and skating clubs in the Dominion.... The 
object...is to encourage figure skating and to promote a 
national Canadian style, which will embrace the best 
features of both Canadian and European skating.... A week 
will be set apart at Ottawa, towards the end of next 
February for the purpose of this and other figure skating 
competitions; and besides these there will be other 
attractions, such as distance skating, skiing, tobogganing, 
and other Canadian sports - possibly including a fancy 
dress ball on the ice. 


927 the Globe and Mail, February 2, 1905. 


928 prank G. Menke, The New Encyclopedia of Sports, (New York: 


A.S. Barnes, 1947), p.653. 


3 2oRegina Standard, Regina, Saskatchewan, October 11, 1905. 


Soer hid) “sandary 17, 1906, 53linid., May 9, 1906. 
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In 1907 the C.A.A.U. outlawed the Amateur Skating Association of 
Canada because of their proposal to have amateurs and professionals 
compete in the same Pee es As the A.S.A.of C. continued with this 
concept the C.A.A.U. assumed control of Canadian skating. This led to 
the organizatim of two Canadian championships in 1907 - the Chsket's:., 
in Toronto, and the A.S.A.of C's., in Montreal. As a result aot othist, 
any athletes who competed in the Montreal championships were suspended 
by both the C.A.A.U. and the A.A.U. of the United States of AmecHiask> se 

In an effort to retain control of Canadian skating,the A.S.A.of C. 
combined with the National Skating Association of America and the Western 
Skating Association of Chicago to form the International Skating Union 
of America. The aim of the new organization was to control skating 
events on the North American continent. Mr. D.H. Slayback of New York 


was the President and Louis Rubenstein of Montreal the VdecePkeMtend Cae 


This confusion in the sport of skating caused the Canadian Pairs 


Figure Skating Championships to be postponed in 1907. They were held 


53) In 


again in 1908 and were won by Aimee F. Haycock and 0.B. Haycock. 
1909 the C.A.A.U. and the A.S.A.of C. reached a compromise in that mixed 
events would not be held in the future,and that the A. SA. of, Ce would 
have complete control over all speed and figure skating in Cevetond 7 


That same year Rubenstein was elected president of the International 





532the Globe and Mail, January 30, 1907. 


5333444., January 28, 1907. 


334vanitoba Free Press, February 2, 1907. 


235venke, lo@aciv. 


536rne Globe and Mail, January 7, 1909. 
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organization.?>! 


In 1908 figure skating attained Olympic recognition, but Canada 
? ; : 538 
did not send any representatives until 1924. 

Speed skating, during this time, was in a state of confusion and, 
in 1907, due to the suspension of two leading Maritimes athletes - 
Hilton Belyea and Fred Logan - the Maritimes Racing Association (M-:R.A.) 
was formed. The aim of the organization was to control skating and 
other amateur sports throughout the Maritime provinces. The M.R.A. also 
affiliated with the International Skating Union of America.>- 

In 1910, a very successful Canadian Figure Skating Championship 
was held at Ottawa under the auspices of the Minto club. Earl Grey 
presented the prizes as follows: 

Men's Singles - D. Nelles - Montreal - (Earl Grey Cup). 

Women's Singles - Miss Iris Mudge - Montreal - (Lady Grey Trophy). 

Pairs - 0.B. Haycock and Lady Evelyn Grey - Montreal (Minto Cup). 

Fours - A, Richardson, Iris Mudge, E.V. Hall and Jean Chevalier 

of the Earl Grey Club of Montreal (Grey Trophy); Minto 
Club second. 

Waltz - Mr. Dudley Oliver and Lady Evelyn Grey 40 
The surprise defeat of Mr. Ormond Haycock by Mr. Douglas Nelles was the 
feature of the championships, as well as the success of Earl Grey's 
daughter, Lady Evelyn. 

In 1911 Lady Evelyn Grey, Ormond Haycock, Eleanor Kingsford and 


Phil Chrysler of Ottawa captured the fours event at the championships,-“! 


pei nid, February 8, 1909. 


9383 owell and Howell, op.cit., p.190. 


339Manitoba Free Press, February 19, 1907. 
5407 oronto Daily Star, March 1, 1910. 
541 


The Globe and Mail, March 25, 1911. 
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and Lady Evelyn and Haycock again captured the pairs event .242 The 
A.A.U.Or C.; in 1911, were anxious to regain the A.S.A.of C. as an 


affiliate and, in that year, made a strong plea to them at the A.A.U.of 
543 


C's. annual meeting. Skating continued its popularity and an article 
in the Manitoba Free Press indicated public appeal in the west: 


Open air skating is popular in Winnipeg. There are 
two rinks on the Assiniboine River which are illuminated 
with arc lamps. The rinks are very popular with people 
of high fashion who take advantage of the rink when it is 
not packed.... 


The Proprietor advises that, "the rocker skate is the 
best for beginners. The long flat runner of the hockey 
skate makes it difficult for them to pick up the art 
easily. There _is too much of the runner on the ice at 
the same time!" 


In 1912 royal patronage continued when the new Governor-General of 
Canada, the Duke of Connaught, presented a cup for "four-skating". Brown 
described this type of competition as "two pairs executing pre-planned 
free-skating combinations...and was a kind of skating ballet;"249 and 


that Canadians "tried dances such as lancers and quadrilles in their 


four-skating.">46 


By 1914 the Connaught Figure Skating Club had been formed in 


Vancouver. There had, up to that time, been little or no figure skating 


547 


in British Columbia. That year the Figure Skating Department of Canada 


a ac 1OCrCLE. 


>“3Minutes of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.6. 


344vanttoba Free Press, February 21, 1911. 


345Ni gel Brown, Ice Skating, A History, (London: Nicholas Kaye 
Limited, 1959) ~-p.-155- 


546 547 


Ibid 4—prt/0. Halls Opecit.,; psl23. 
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was formed, with Louis Rubenstein as its first President, a position he 
held until 1930. This organization continued until 1939 when it became 
the Canadian Figure Skating Association.>?® 

In 1914 the first annual figure skating championship under the 
auspices of the newly-formed Canadian Amateur Skating Association was 
held, with representatives from Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal.-*? The 
C.A.S.A. had been formed the previous January with Louis Rubenstein as 


550 


their President. He later presented the Rubenstein Cup for the 


women's championship. The results of that first championship are very 
important, because two of the winners were later to achieve international 
fame. Mr. Norman Scott of the Winter Club of Montreal won the men's 
singles, and then he partnered Jean Chevalier of Montreal, who had 
finished second to Miss Maunsell in the Women's singles (Rubenstein Cup), 


api 


to win the pairs championship. Mr. Scott and Jean Chevalier later 


repeated their victories in the United States Fancy Skating Championships 


at New Haven, Connecticut. 


The First World War forced the cancellation of figure skating 
championships from 1914 to 1919, as many of the leading skaters enlisted, 
including Norman Scott and Phillip Chrysler, the two leading male figure 


553 


skaters of Canada. Skating was being organized at many junior levels 





54 8nistory of the Canadian Figure Skating Association, Printed 
Material from the Canadian Figure Skating Association (Ottawa: October, 
1966), -p.l. 


349 the Globe and Mail, February 14, 1914. 


so Mant boba Free Press, January 10, 1914. 


55 lthe Globe and Mail, February 14, 1914. 
352th. Leader, Regina, Saskatchewan, March 23, 1914. 
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The Globe and Mail, November 12, 1915. 
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in that period. In 1915, for example, the first annual Toronto City 
Play-grounds Skating Championships were held in Moss Park,>-4 

In 1916 the C.A.S.A, decided to cancel speed skating championships 
until after the war.>>> Early in 1917 the association declined an 
invitation from Norway to send two amateurs to the International Cham- 
pionships at Chrishana in Norway. The Norwegians were so anxious to get 
the Canadians that they were willing to allow them to set their own date 
for the championships .->© 

Although competitive speed and figure skating were not reorganized 
until 1920, the popularity of these activities did not decrease during 
the war years. An indication of this was evident from a report in the 
Manitoba Free Press in 1918, when Mr. W.J. Holmes, proprietor of the 
Winnipeg rink, by his constant agitation, had the amusement tax on entry 
into skating rinks rescinded. His contention was that “they only supply 
the facilities and not the entertainment." >’ 

Canada's new Governor-General, in 1919, the Duke of Devonshire, 
donated a new trophy to be called the Devonshire Cup.2-8 The Duke's 
daughter, Lady Rachel Cavendish, was the Minto club's junior champion in 
both 1919 and 1920.9 Figure Skating, by 1920, was sufficiently popular 
to warrant the publication of a book,Guide to Artistic Skating by George 
Meagher. In the book review by The Globe they stated, "the revival of 


354vanitoba Free Press, November 17, 1916. 


555 556 


tbid., February 10-1917. Ibid., January 10, 1917. 


557tpid., December 20, 1918. 
38the Globe and Mail, December 31, 1919. 
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figure-skating is a fitting time for the appearance of a book on 
artistic skating.'00 

In 1920, Mike Goodman, Winnipeg's sensational speed skater and 
member of the Selkirk hockey team, captured the Canadian Speed Skating 
Championship with wins in the 220 and 440 yards events, a second in the 


two mile and a third in the three mile events. 0+ 


The amateur champion- 
ships had been successfully revived, but it appeared that the pro- 
fessionals had completely lost favour as no further reports of any races 
or activity within their ranks were found. One reason for this may have 
been the affiliation of the C.A.S.A. with the A.A.U.of C. in 1920, 2° 


which would not have allowed the C.A.S.A. to sanction any professional 


activities. 


Skiing 

Up to 1900 skiing in Canada was limited mainly to the participation 
of a few Norwegians,Finns and other northern Europeans, who had brought 
their skis with them. There was also a small number of Canadians interested 
in this winter activity, such as Huntley Drummond, later president of the 
Bank of Montreal, and Professor perey Nobbs of McGill University .°°? 
Skiers in Eastern Canada, prior to 1900, tended to be more interested in 
564 


recreational skiing rather than in any form of competition. 


This was not the case in the West, where the sport was being pro- 


5601,id,, February 7, 1920. 56linid., March 3, 1920. 
562Minutes of the Annual Meeting in 1920 of the A,A.U.of C., p.13. 
963¢ipbon, op.cit., p.241. 


564, ¢. Gibson, "Canadian Ski Records 1879-1969", unpublished 
paper, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.7. 
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Fig. 47, A skiing party in 1914. Note the use of the 
single pole. 





Fig. 48. Skiing on the Prairies in 1910. 
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moted at "such places as Revelstoke, Rossland and Banff." The first ski 
club in Canada was formed at Revelstoke in 1891, and the first 
Rossland Winter Carnival was held in 1898. The officials at that 


carnival claimed they were "holding the Ski Running and Ski Jumping 


1566 


championships for the Dominion of Canada. Olaf Gjeldness was the 


first Canadian ski champion, when he won both the jumping and downhill 


ne tance. 


Prior to 1900 a decline in the more conventional winter activities 
such as snowshoeing and tobogganing had occurred. Skiing was considered 
to be the new sport that "contained the mobility of snowshoeing along 
with the excitement and thrills of toboganning and the speed of skating">©8 
and was rapidly adopted by Canadians. 

By 1904 the East started to organize skiing and on February 11 of 
that year the Montreal Ski Club was formed with E.S. Clouston, honorary 
president; C.J. McCuaig, president; P.E. Nobbs, vice-president; and Jack 


569 


Kerr, honorary secretary. Two days later, one of the first ski jumping 


contests in Eastern Canada was arranged by the Montreal A.A.A., on the 


eastern slope of Mount Royal close to the Metropolitan Golf club links .°/° 


By 1905 the Rossland Carnival had become one of the main attractions 
in Canada's winter sports program with "hockey, snowshoeing and skating 
races for the British Columbia championships and tobogganing, masquerades, 


tug-of-war, ski running and ski jumping for the Canadian championships." 


565 tbhid., p.d. 5661bid., p.4. 


567 the Victoria Daily Colonist, British Columbia, February 1, 1898. 


568¢ibson, Op edits 1 p.3s © %Gibbon, Op.eLt.. pp.ctl-2. 


> oni toba Free Press, February 5, 1904. 
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In that year's carnival, Torgal Noren set a new Canadian record of 84 
feet in the ski jump, while the City of Nelson won the hockey; C.B. 
Winter of the Bank of Montreal won the snowshoe and George Taylor of 
Vernon won the skating events.>/! 

Cross country skiing was reported in 1905 when Lunn described a 
party of four crossing thirty miles of mountains "between Ste. Agathe 
and Shawbridge,'' while later the centre for cross country enthusiasts 
shifted to the Manitou maidpio’? Skiing in the United States that year 
gained considerable status when the United States National Ski Association 
was formed.?/? 

In 1907 Torgal Noren again broke the Canadian ski jump record at 
Rossland by six feet,when he won the event with a 90 foot jump .2/4 Clubs 
started to be formed across Canada during this period with Quebec, Three 
Rivers, Shawinigan Falls and Sherbrooke clubs appearing around 1908.°/° 
In 1909 the Dartmouth Outing Club was formed to promote skiing andt sabe 
shoeing in that area,/6 


On February 13, 1909, the first Canadian Open Championship was 


held on Westmount Hill in Montreal and was won by E. Stetlum of the 


ald 


Montreal Ski Club. That year the first women's ski club was formed 
S7lipid., March 10, 1905. 
572 


Ronald A, Lunn, A History of Skiing, (London: Oxford University 
Press, 1927), p.33. 


aoe ohn Jay, Ski Down the Years, (New York: Universal Publishing 
and Distributing Corporation, 1966), p.42. 


sae eoba Free Press, February 16, 1907. 


27> Howell and HowelTj—-op.cit., p.l78. 


376 say, op.cit., p.44, °777.unn, Loc;cit, 
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as a branch of the Montreal Ski Glubie, o The sport continued to become 


popular and, in 1910, a club was formed at Ottawa’ !? 


580 


and Banff started 
to become interested in the activity. 
Activity in the West had greatly increased and, in 1911, three 
clubs were formed: the Fram Ski Club of nae ee the Edmonton Ski 
Club (both in Alberta) ;?° and the Winnipeg Ski Club, with the purpose 
of "teaching and to encourage the sport of ski running, including ski 
jumping, ski sailing and kjoring.""93 The Reverend C.W. Gordon was the 
president of the Winnipeg club with H.R. Soot, the Norwegian Consul, as 
its honorary pace ical 
Records for ski jumping started to be keenly contested in 1912 
and Alex Olsen won the Canadian title in Montreal.?® At the International 
Ski-Jumping Ait elGsateanes also in Montreal, that year, Olsen again won 
with a jump of 89 feet, which was only one foot short of the Canadian 
record. It was described as ''a remarkable feat considering the sticky 
state of the sxtom Minne 
In 1912 the Camrose club initiated their Grand Ski Tournament which 


later was to become known as the "Great Norwegian Holiday.'' That first 


year Adolph Maland won the tournament with jumps of 69, 70 and 74 





578011, op.cit., p.164. 379th 4a. 


580 581 


Gibson, op.cit., p.5. Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 


3827 dmonton Bulletin, January 26, 1911. 
983 ani toba Free Press, November 17, 1911. 
7 oer id, 
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‘The Globe and Mail, February 26, 1912. 


5861,id., March 2, 1912. 
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587 


feet. This impetus, caused by the popularity in the West of skiing, 


led to the formation of the Western Canada Ski Association, in order 


to control the sport on the Prairies.>°8 


New clubs were formed at Calgary, Red Deer and Entwistle in 


agigent? Mr. John Haugen of the Edmonton club, on February 24, 1913, 


broke the Canadian ski jump record by five feet with his 109 foot jump, 


590 


at the Edmonton meet, before several thousand spectators. As a 


result of the sport's growing popularity the Montreal Ski Club that year 


published "the Ski Runner in Canada" and contributed significantly to 


skiing's growing legion of enthusiasts.°”! 


In 1914, John Haugen of Edmonton continued to surpass the Canadian 


record when he jumped 112 feet before a record crowd of 5,000 spectators 


Sie Ps 


at the Edmonton tournament. The tournament was opened by a lady skier 


making a descent of the ski hill, and the Edmonton Bulletin stated that 
"it is to be hoped that the Edmonton ladies pay close attention as the 
Edmonton Ski Club wants to have every lady take up skiing ."'?3 


The Montreal Ski Club, on January 14, 1914, held its first cross 


country ski race ,which covered six miles and was called the Mount Royal 


594 


Cross Country race. McGill University were represented in that event 


3S fawe Camrose Canadian, Alberta, February 1, 1912. 


988tne Globe and Mail, March 7, 1912. 


> o orewa ie and Howell, op.cit., p.179. 


7D aan een Bulletin, February 24, 1913. 


oP luda, , Pubeonts, 81913) 592;hid., March 2, 1914. 
393tHid., February 27, 1914. 


3941 4 Presse, January 17, 1914. 
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and later staged an intercollegiate ski meet with Dartmouth University 
Outing Club in Montheale> > 
The First World War did not appear to have a great effect on 
skiing,even though Lunn reported that the Montreal Ski Club "sent 80 
per cent of its club members to eri aeadiiaen Canadian records for jumping 
continued to be broken in the next two or three years with amazing 
rapidity. For example: February 8, 1915, John Haugen of Edmonton 
jumped 122 feet;>?/ March 8, 1915, Alex Olesen,with a jump of 125 feet, 
won the Canadian amateur ski jumping championship at Ottawa before the 
Duke and Duchess of Connaught, Adolph Olesen being second with 118 feet 
and also winning the cross country event;>28 February 10, 1916, Nels 
Nelson of Revelstoke set a new Canadian record of 136 feet at Revelstoke 
in British Doikuniadeange “C4 
Over the next two years Nelson increased his record to 147 feet 
(in 1917) ana to 147% feet (in 1918).°°! In 1916, the cross country 
as an event started to become very popular,and Ole Eivandsen, of the Fram 


Ski Club of Camrose, won the British Columbia long distance ski champion- 


ship of seven miles in the time of 56 minutes, 25% seconds at the 


Revelstoke Reumeaeine ita woe In 1918, at the same tournament, the seven 
295 Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.178. ASB ieet Loe .cit. 
3975 amonton Bulletin, February 8, 1915. 
598 


The Globe and Mail, March 8, 1915. 


399% dmonton Bulletin, February 10, 1916. 


6001544., February 8, 1917. 


60lfanitoba Free Press, February 15, 1918. 


Boer aancon Bulletin, February 9, 1916. 
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mile race was won by Gunderson of Revelstoke in the slow time of 66 


minutes and 40 seconds. 00> 


The first indication of any youngsters competing in any skiing 
events came from the results of the Winnipeg club's second annual 
tournament, held at Happland. Mr. A. Rehnberg won the club championship 
and the Birks trophy, while in the junior class A. Larson, an eleven 
year old, finished thirdsco* The first French Canadian club was formed 
in 1917 in Montreal and was called Club de Ski Mont Royal; it affiliated 
with the Alpine Club of France. Douglas stated that though they were 
"solely interested in cross-country racing, they did much to popularize 
the sport among the French-Canadians throughout the Province "> 

Late in 1915 France appealed for a number of Canadian ski experts 
(preferably from among the collegians) to transport wounded soldiers in 

the Vosges Mountains , © This probably accounted for the formation ae a 
ski battalion in the McGill University Canadian Officer Training Corps 


during the war ,007 


In 1920, Percy Douglas was instrumental in the formation of the 
Canadian Amateur Ski Association,which was originally made up of four 
clubs; the Montreal, Ottawa, Cliffside and Quebec clubs 98 Two other 


events which transpired after 1920 were of importance. In 1921 the 


603tHe Globe and Mail, February 15, 1918. 


604vanitoba Free Press, February 28, 1916. 

00 Fa erey H. Douglas, Skiing the International Sport, (New York: 
Derrydale Press, 1937), p.306. 

606742 Globe and Mail, December 21, 1915. 


607 Douglas, LOC .CLt. 


608 ani toba Free Press, December 18, 1920. 
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Intercollegiate Ski Association was formed, and in 1939 the first ski 
tow was introduced into Canada at Shawbridge, Queen ees 
During this period professionalism did not appear to be a particular 
problem, although Jay stated that Percy Douglas "borrowed ideas from the 
U.S. National Ski Association for helping the young and growing C.A.S.A. 


to ward off the creeping taint of professionalism,''©!0 


Snowshoeing 


Canadian championships were first held in snowshoeing in TSg0e ue! 


612 On the 


but by 1900. the sport was rapidly declining in the East. 
Prairies, because of the unsuitable conditions for skiing, snowshoeing 
remained popular in the early 1900's. 

In 1900 the 60th Annual race meeting of the Montreal Snowshoe Club 
and the 16th Annual meeting of the Montreal Skating Club were held at the 
Montreal A.A.A. grounds. The small number who entered the snowshoe events 
indicated the decreased interest in the sport in the raster Winnipeg 
was the centre of the sport in the West,and in 1900 several clubs were 


operating. The 2nd Company of the Boys' Brigade had a strong club that 


year,and the French-Canadian club, Le Voyageur Snowshoe Club of St. 


614 


Boniface, was very active. St. Boniface also had the St. George 
Snowshoe Club,which operated during that time .°1? 

OOo eb aoms op.cit.. > p.10-: Oe aye op.cit.., pwd. 

6 


ll the Globe and Mail, February 5, 1894. 


612 00x, Op. Cite p. 274. 


ee Globe and Mail, February 12, 1900. 


OL eateoba Free Press, January 16 and 30, 1900. 


6151n44., March 9, 1900. 
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Fig. 49. A ladies' snowshoe party around 1900. 





Fig. 250% Toboganning on Montreal's famous Mountain Park 
during this era. 
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Bishop Newnham, in 1901, had to resort to snowshoes to continue 
his church work. The Globe described his remarkable journey from 
"Moose Factory to the Canadian Pacific Railway," a distance of 350 miles 
in sixteen duyape 18 Mr. Selby Henderson of the St. George club of St. 
Boniface, in 1901, won the Championship of Manitoba and the Hudson's Bay 
Cup for the Steeplechase. The course covered four and a half miles and 
included; 32 barbed wire fences, railway tracks and two bad coulees, and 
his time of 38-3/4 minutes broke the previous record by 45 bec éaaadial 

The St. George club of St. Boniface, in December, 1901, organized 
a tramp, but as there was not sufficient snow the club members used 
moccasins instead of Se The Rossland club held the British 
Columbia championships each year and, in 1902, R.S. Lyon won the three 


mile snowshoe championship in 34 minutes and 6 econdsyf” 


In 1904 the Holly Snowshoe Club was organized in Winnipeg as.a 
branch of the Montreal club. By 1905 the club was flourishing with 25 
new applications for fabeerenieece: At the Rossland Carnival in 1905, 
C.B. Winter of the Bank of Montreal won the British Columbia snowshoe 
Ghenpionehine 


The snowshoeing tradition continued its spread westward when, by 


1906, a Klondike club was in operation with both men and women members 





616; Globe and Mail, June 1, 1901. 


Ol itobe Free Press, February 11, 1901. 
6181444,, December 11, 1901. 
619the Globe and Mail, March 4, 1902. 


or ska lsd Free Press, November 21, 1905. 


621thid., March 10, 1905. 
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dressed in a distinctive club aniform.°22 Women continued to increase 


their participation and, in 1907, the all women's Alpha Snowshoe club 


was formed in Winnipeg and held regular tramps with the Holly en ee 


The Globe described an unusual snowshoe custom in Montreal in 
1907 when it gave an account of ''the Bounce", which consisted of tossing 


a person into the air in a blanket and finally propelling them into a 


snow hanks 


The sport appeared to be reviving in the East when the Canadian 


Snowshoe Union was formed. There were some 8,000 members in 34 clubs .°2° 


In 1910, Frank L. Lukeman, one of Canada's best sprinters, became 
interested in snowshoeing as a method of training .©26 He proved so 
successful at this new sport that the following report appeared in The 
iGlepenin 191 1: 


Canadian Amateur Snowshoe Champions and their times. 
F,L. Lukeman of Ottawa and ex-Montreal A.A.A. club, 
holder of the All-Round championship of Canada, is said 
to be the fastest man in the world on snowshoes over 
short distances and holds 100 yards (12-1/5 secs.), 220 
yards (31-1/5 secs.) and 120 yards hurdles (18-2/5 secs.) 
Canadian records. Don Buddo holds 440 yards hurdles 
(1 minute, 9-2/5 secs.) record and 880 yards record in 
2 minutes, 49-1/5 secs. H. Herbert holds the 1 mile 
record of 6 minutes, 4-2/5 secs., and J.N. McCuaig holds 
the 3 mile record in 19 minutes and 2 seconds. 


$2261 enbow Institute, Calgary, photograph number, NA-1466-42, 
OR a Free Press, January 4, 1907. 
624 


The Globe and Mail, January 19, 1907. 


625Hall, op-eit., p.125. 


626 the Globe and Mail, February 19, 1910. 


6275 amonton Bulletin, January 30, 1911. 
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The Manitoba Snowshoe Association was formed in Winnipeg in 1910°28 


and in the following year the Winnipeg Canoe club organized a snow- 


shoe section for their aenperee 62 In 1911 the new organization held 


the first Manitoba championship which included a 75 yards women's event, 


won by a Miss Dowlexs°7” 


The Canadian Snowshoe Union (C.S.S.U.) held a very successful 
championship meet in 1912 at the Kent House Grounds, Montmorency Falls, 
Quebec. The National A.A.A, of Montreal won all the events except the 
one and three mile races which were won by the M.A.A.A, Fin ee The 
following year the C,S.S.U. made application for affiliation with the 
A.A.U.of C. as the national body. The C.S.S.U. assured the A.A.U.of C. 
that it could influence five eastern, eight western and several clubs in 


632 


Halifax and St. John to affiliate with them. To 22914 sthe vASALUs0F£ C. 


officially recognized the C.S.S.U. as the controlling organizational body 


of snowshoeing in Canada. 23 


In 1914 the C.S.S.U. organized what was advertised as the "world's 
championships", at which the 100 yards record was broken by Maranda of the 
National A.A.A., when he covered the distance in 11-4/5 peconda ton The 
C.S.S.U. awarded the one mile world championship to the Manitoba Snowshoe 


Association (M.S.A.) for the 1914 ddasoneee. 


628vanitoba Free Press, December 11, 1912. 


Ooo rpid.. November 15, 1911. O ou id: erebeuaree 20001011 
631, 5 Presse, February 19, 1912. 

6320. Globe and Mail, December 4, 1913. 

633 


Minutes of the 1913 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.10. 


C4 qa toba Free Press, February 9, 1914. 


635 Tbid., December 5, 1914. 
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The First World War decreased participation in the sport, but the 


M.S.A. continued to hold the annual championships. In 1915, Ed Riley of 


the Holly Club won the half mile Canadian ei aim fan bem eaas Ay report,.in 


the Manitoba Free Press clearly indicated the situation in Winnipeg in 
1916: 
Over 200 enthusiasts took part in the Union tramp to 

Kildonan on Saturday from eight clubs - St. George was 

not represented owing to the great number of its members 

in the army. The clubs attending were: Canoe; Holly; 

Wee wat has } Cheechako; Alpha; Snowbirds; Independents and 

¥.M.c.A,69/ 

In 1916 the M.S.A's. annual races were held at Happyland and its 
list of winners included members of the 61st Battalion, as well as the 
Boy Scouts, while a large number of ladies entered the women's eventes” 
No further mention is made of snowshoeing events across Canada until 1920 
and it was obvious that the sport had again lost much of its appeal, 
except in a few locales such as Winnipeg. On December 17.) 1920. 
approximately 600 snowshoers, representing every club in Winnipeg, took 


part in the Y.M.C.A. club's ei 


Wrestling 

Prior to 1900 wrestling matches were of the challenge variety in 
Canada, and although popular and widespread, they were not organized or 
controlled - amateur or professional - by any organization or club. The 
formation of clubs and amateur competitions for wrestling did not occur 


until shortly after the turn of the genturyie 


nnn EEE 


Oita. January 24, 1916. 


GOI Thidee December 17, 1920. 


6361n4d., February 8, 1915. 
638inid., February 7, 1916. 


640 ;owell and Howell, op.cit., p.327. 
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By 1900 wrestling had an important role in the programs of 
universities, schools and Y.M.C.A's., as well as in many private clubs 
and public gymnasiums. This was because of the acceptance of the sport 
as a "manly art", and especially after the travelling professional athlete 
lost favour and the amateurs became more organized, with city, provincial 
and dominion amateur championships being wera sot The University of 
Toronto, early in 1900, were conducting Inter-faculty wrestling competit 
ions, indicating the acceptance of the sport in that period. 

The Canadian Amateur Wrestling Championships were held at the 
Argonaut Rowing Club of Toronto in 1901, in conjunction with the Boxing 
GhampionMite mutt This was probably the first such championship, as the 
C.A.A.U., which controlled boxing and wrestling, awarded the Boxing 
Championships to the Ottawa A.A.A. in 1900.°** At the 1901 Wrestling 
Championships only three weight divisions were contested; the 115 lbs., 
won by A. Edwards of the National Amateur Boxing Club of Hamilton, the 
125 lbs., won be E. Meanwell of the Rochester Athletic Club, and the 145 
lbs., won by F. Neilson of the West End Y.M.C.A. of Cente ke 

Professional wrestling attracted many famous athletes during this 
period. Louis Cyr, the world's champion weight-lifter prior to this 


era, was popular and always drew a large audience whenever he competed. 


In 1901 he wrestled George Little, the American champion, who was 


O41 tbid, 
6420 A, Reed, The Blue and White, (Toronto: University of Toronto 
Press, 1944), pp.225-6. 


O43 the Globe and Mail, April 5, 1901. 


Sie ietd i January 11, 1900. Bho aia | April (Ss, 1901. 
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really Dan McLeod of Montreal (he was later called Tom McLeod of 


646 


Hamilton ~'). The match took place in Montreal and Cyr boasted that he 


would not be thrown in twenty minutes. In actual fact Little only 
needed four minutes in which to finish the match 047 
Mr. Little later defeated Pons, the French champion, in Montreal 


648 


in a "' Greco-Roman match'"' of one hour's duration. In 1902 Little won 


the world's wrestling championship from Tom Jenkins at Worcester in 


649 


Massachusetts. At the Empire Theatre in St. Paul's, Manitoba, on 


October 26, 1901, Henry Beaujolais,the Canadian champion, defeated "the 
Terrible Swede" in five minutes 020 
What must have been one of the most unusual matches of all time 
took place in Montreal's Sohmar Park in 1901. Louis Cyr (37 years old, 
5 feet, 10% inches and 352 lbs.), was matched to wrestle, "catch-as- 
catch-can" with Edmond Beaupre of Willowbunch, who was only twenty years 
old but stood 7 feet, 9-1/4 inches tall and weighed 362 lbs. Mr. Cyr 
had no trouble in defeating his younger opponent, taking two falls in 
very quick Sires 
The 1904 Canadian Amateur Wrestling Championships were held in 


Hamilton and by that year the number of weight divisions had increased to 


seven - the 105 lbs., 115, 125, 135, 145, 158 lbs. and heavyweight. 


646151d., December 26, 1902. ©*7qbid., January 22, 1901. 


648, 4 Presse, March 11, 1901. 


O49 The 'Ghobesand Matt. ‘December 26, 1902. 


650vanitoba Free Press, October 26, 1901. 


65lvontreal Gazette, March 19, and 27, 1901. 


652the Globe and Mail, May 25, 1904. 
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Mr. Hugo Gene Hutubise, of Peterborough, won the heavyweight division 
that year and held the title until 1907. He was a great weight-lifter 


and rugby football player who frequently defeated American opponents in 


challenge matches in Toronto. °°3 


In the 1905 championships in Toronto three athletes captured both 
the boxing and wrestling titles in the same weight divisions: 


105 lbs. Fred Oswald of the Good Luck A.C. of Toronto. 
135 lbs. E.A. Chapman of the Y.M.C.A. in Hamilton. 
158 lbs. W. Beckman of the West Side A.C, of New York, 654 


In the 1906 championships, held in Toronto, W. Dunn of Montreal 


won the 135 and 145 lbs. weight divisions, while A. Cote of Montreal won 


655 


the 115 and 125 lbs. divisions. Cote, in 1908, won Canada's first 


Olympic wrestling medal when he finished third in the bantamweight 


sections °° 


During this period exhibition and challenge matches made their 
appearance in the Prairie centres. In 1906 the Edmonton Bulletin printed 
the following: 


A wrestling exhibition match is scheduled on Friday 
by Mr. Curran at Robertson's Hall - Nothing about the 
exhibition will shock the sensitive. 

(signed) Prof. J.F. Curran - Physical Treator and 

Wrestler.657 


Jack Downs was a promoter and wrestler, in 1906, who specialized in 
unusual events. At Red Deer, in a match for $100 aside, he wrestled and 


defeated F.S. Hallet and "Waddy" Williams. Downs had ninety minutes to 


65 3B org, op.cit.; pr423, 


6547he Globe and Mail, April 24, 1905. 
656 


6551bid., May 7, 1906. 
657 


Howell and Howell, loc.cit. 


Edmonton Bulletin, January 4, 1906. 


a a 

































cle 1 re 


glewyvssd ef3 now ,dguotodressd lo 92 tdusutl end 0 oni [aM 


“ 
Ss 


tettli-jdgiew jJsstg 6 asw sH .TO@! Isa slats od? bled bas znoy add 


a 
nt ainsnoqgo asoltemA bsisstsb yliasups1i onfw rsysiq 1ad3003 yguz bam 
£20 


*: 


mM 


ojgor0T al esdoism ogreliad 


batujgso esisid3a se1ds ojmo10T ot eqisisnotqmeds COC sd3 aI 


~ 


enotalvib tdgtow mse od3 at eelsid gatiiesxw bas gatxod sf 
: i 


2jmox0T to .D.A Aoud bood sd3 io Sbiswed box .edf @0f — 
‘ P ‘ ° ~~ é 
fotiiosH ak .A,9.M,Y sd3 to memgadd .A.W wedi Cér~” 
#CO J10Y wet to .9.A sbl2 tesW efi to aemaosa® ~W .edI Ger 


1 7 


[ge7300M 20 anv .W .odmor0oT mkt blad ,eqidenotqmads 800! sz ag 


1F | 
: ak -af WO &: bd mr od 
ow IsazinoM to stoD .A siidw enokahanns jrfatew edi aot bas eet oda ae 
¢ : M sh Le 


228 a 
Jeti? a'’sbensD now ,800I] at .sj0) ~~ .snotsivib .adi ¢Si Bas efi 


iswmained sfj mk Baids bedatnti sri asdw Inbes guiijesxw 9) 
: dca 
. 
¥ : 
tiedi sbsm esdotsm sgasiisdo bas notsididxs botteq elds gntivd | 
oe . ; 
t rq atisilu® notin efi 00@f al ,esutnes strtsrd sd at sone 18s 


4b.) “ 
i pariwoll eae t 3G 


~ 4 
vebiat mo belubedce al dojsem moistdidxes gniijeotw A 
of3 juods gairso# - IisH e'noerredof 38 net) .2M yd 
-sviitense adi Asode Iltw motiididxs 
bis tojasxT Isoteydl - nari) .T.L .2077 (bongte) 
°, rsizastW oie 
J - 31 bee 
| i. hy a 
| | mt bestiatoeqe ow .d00! mt ,1alieer baa ap iomone 5 ali. 
' oi 
bas Daksance od sebies om x0? fostem s } nt .Tesd bea +A _-ineve Teueur 


x id . ~<a 

a int he says at bad emo sem b + baw" bas 3s offs 1 2a! boise’ 
e: 

Pir Sith Ya: MO errs 
















| : 2 
i bs a aiie® sabia se. 2 
‘ : 4 a : et ae 


BS 
throw each of his oppmentstwice, but needed only 57 minutes to com- 
plete the Gaeie 34 Later that same year Downs promoted three bouts in 
one night in Edmonton and he stated that "if all the matches are not 
finished by breakfast time the spectators will get a free ham and eggs 
1059 
meal and then go back to the bouts. 

One of the first mentions of women participating in this sport 
was reported in The Globe in 1908: 

A Toronto girl wrestler, Miss May Cullen, got the $25 

posted by the world champion, Miss Cora Livingstone of 

the United Ske tees when she defeated the champion last 

night in Toronto. 60 
In 1909, Toronto's Central Y.M.C.A. defeated the University of Toronto in 
a tournament when they won four of the five matches. In the same year 
Intercollegiate Boxing, Fencing and Wrestling matches were arranged 
rw : Apt 661 
within the Eastern universities. 

The Western Canadian Wrestling Championships were first held in 
1909 at Winnipeg's Y.M.C.A. They used the Olympic weight divisions - the 
featherweight, special 125 lbs., lightweight, welterweight, middleweight 
and heavyweight events, with G, Aitkens winning both the middle and heavy- 
weight sections .°64 

The newly-formed A.A.U.of C., in 1909, decided that future Canadian 


Boxing and Wrestling Championships would be held separately and in dif- 


ferent cities across Canada each year. In 1910 the Wrestling champion- 





658 


Tbid., January 5, 1906. ee 


Ibid., September 29, 1906. 


660 the Globe and Mail, September 22, 1908. 


66leeed, op.cit., p.226. 


662yanitoba Free Press, April 24, 1909. 
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ships were held in Winnipeg's Y.M.C.A. and participants from the host 


663 


city won all the titles. At the Festival of Empire Games in London, 


in 1911, George Walker of the Vancouver Athletic Club represented Canada 
in the middleweight division (only one wrestling section was held). Mr. 
Walker finished second to England's S.V. Bacon, 064 The following year 


Walker demonstrated his skill when he won the 158 lbs. and heavyweight 


divisions of the Canadian championships, which were held in Vancouver , °° 


Queen's University, in 1911, won all three Intercollegiate 


championships (boxing, wrestling and fencing),these being held in 


Honereat 95 Western universities became interested in wrestling in 


1913 when the University of Alberta, in Edmonton, formed a wrestling 


AS Spee 


An unfortunate incident occurred in 1913 when a leading United 
States heavyweight boxer, Luther McCarty, was killed in a professional 
bout in Calgary .°©8 As a result of McCarty's death professional boxing 


across Canada was greatly reduced and this led to a greater interest being 


669 


shown by the public in wrestling. Fans of this combative sport were 


forced to turn their attention in other directionsand both amateur and 


professional wrestling gained rapidly in popularity. 


go admertan Bulletin. sApri Lat. 1910, 


poo erates of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., pp.37-8. 


ae ee 


665 1bid., 1912, p.26. 


667 
Edmonton, p.66. re 


SoS, mentor. Bulletin. dune 30,. 1913 


666m, Globe and Mail, March 6, 1911. 
The Green and Gold 1920, the University of Alberta Year Book, 


66% vanitoba Free Press, December 3, 1913. 
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Mr. Eugene Tremblay of Montreal, in 1913, was the Lightweight 
World's Champion and, on December lst, he wrestled Walter Miller of St. 
Paul,who was the Welterweight World's Champion. The bout took place in 
Winnipeg's Walker Theatre and resulted in Miller retaining his welter- 


weight title,°/0 


The First World War quickly cancelled all amateur Canadian 
championships and, after 1913, no such competitions were held again 


until 1920. Wrestling became a popular soldier's sport after 1914 and 


was reported in Winnipeg,°/! 672 673 and in 


in London, Ontario, in Edmonton 
other areas in the next two years. 

In 1920 the Canadian Amateur Wrestling Championships were re- 
organized and were held in Toronto's West End Y.M.C.A. Mr. Stewart of 
Queen's University won the 135 lbs. division and this was probably the 
first time a university athlete had won such an event. These titles were 
also listed as the Olympic trials, but Canada did not win any medals for 
wrestling that year 074 Professional wrestling in Canada did not regain 


its popularity after the war, while the amateur sport gained popularity 


in universities, schools, Y.M.C.A's. and in certain private clubs. 


Minor Winter Sports 


During this period several other games were being played by 


Canadians, but their level of development was such that they could not be 


6707 51d 4) Decembert2s ..1913% 
OF ha tecter October: 21, 11914; and) April 1, 1916. 
67 


2 The Globe and Mail, November 3, 1915. 


OF A eecioint ont Bulletin, November 17,1915. 


OF ie Globe and Mail, June 14, 1920. 
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classified as major sports. These will be dealt with briefly, but one 
Significant factor must be considered. As these were only minor 
activities, the newspapers, magazines and other primary sources in that 
era paid little or no attention to them and thus information was either 


brief or sparse. 
Racquets: This game was strictly an upper class activity with only three 


or four clubs existing in Canada during this period; in Montreal, 


Toronto and Wdaeouver .°/> In 1901 Frank Rolland of the Montreal Racquets 


Club, defeated R.R. McDonald, also of Montreal, three games to one, to 


win the Canadian Racquets Ghamptonghitpso 3 Mr. Rolland had been defeated 


by Eustice Myles of New York for the 1900 Canadian racquets title O77 


and in 1901 Rolland entered the Amateur Racquets Championships of America, 
held in New York.°/8 


In 1913, The Globe reported that "the Canadian Racquets and - 


Squash Championships are to be played this week in Monenea rer? ’9 Mae E. 


Greenshields, of Montreal, won the racquets championship when he defeated 
Joshua Crane of Boston in three sets, 15-12, 15-8 and 15-4680 During 
the First World War no championships were played and in 1920 the Canadian 


Racquets Association resumed the competitions for their National titles 


and that year they were held at the University Club in Torontos?oe 


67S Howell and Howell, —op.clt, 5 pp. 129-30. 


676 me Globe and Mail, March 17, 1901. 


677 Montreal Gazette, March 8, 1900. 


678cne Globe and Mail, February 7, 1901. 


6801544., March 17, 1913. 


6791id,, March 13, 1913. 


68linid., March 19, 1920. 
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Squash: Squash Racquets is the correct title of this Sport, but the 
abbreviated form is commonly accepted. The term squash must be dis- 
tinguished from racquets. 

The game had evidently been played in the East prior to 1908 
because, in that year, the Winnipeg Squash Rackets club was formed. By 
1909 Winnipeg had built a "handsome new club house on Donald Street 682 
A report in the Manitoba Free Press, in 1913, indicated the position of 
squash in Winnipeg: 

Great interest is being taken in the Round Robin Tourna- 

ment now being held at the Winnipeg Squash Racquets club. 

During the last three years interest has increased and 

fifty players took part in this tournament which is 

divided into five classes and players are handicapped 

according to merit. The Open Championship Tournament is 

to be played towards the end of March, 683 

With respect to squash in Hamilton, Coon stated that "in about 
1912, under the auspices of the late Gordon H. Southam, the game of 


squash had its beginnings ... at the Hamilton Squash Club 1°84 


At the 
Canadian Squash Championships at Montreal in 1913, Phil MacKenzie of 
Montreal won the title by defeating A.J. Hill of Toronto, 3-2 in sets. 
At the same championships Quebec narrowly defeated Ontario in the Inter- 
provincial Championship, °8> 

By 1914, the Hamilton club had employed an English professional, 
A.G. Bannister and, on April 11 of that year, he defeated the Montreal 

682,anitoba Free Press, March 24, 1909. 

683 tpid., March 1, 1913. 

684 somes D. Coon, 'City Has Enviable Reputation in Demanding 
Squash Game", Centennial Sports Review, (Hamilton: Al Macfarlane Enter- 


prises, 1967), p.36. 


diet Globe and Mail, March 17, 1913. 
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Squash club's professional, Fred Hawes, 3-1, in a game at Hamilton, 686 
In 1915, Hamilton captured all the squash racquet championships of 
Canada. Their coach, A.G. Bannister, won the professional title; Gordon 
Southam defeated A.H. Gibson (both of Hamilton) in the amateur singles 
title; and Hamilton defeated Ontario (Toronto) in the team title ,©87 

In 1919, when the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Windsor, toured 
Canada, he visited Hamilton and played with the club's professional, 


A.G. Bannister, whom he had known in London, ©88 


The National champion- 
ships resumed again in 1920 and were held at the University Club in 
Toronto, with entries from Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton. Mr. L.C. 
Outerbridge defeated J.H. Chipman (both of the University club) for the 
singles title. Mr. Outerbridge had previously won the title in 1913, ©89 
Unfortunately for Canadian Squash, one of its outstanding players, Major 
Gordon Southam, was killed in action in France during the war 079 
Handball: Prior to 1900 the game was played in Montreal. The Catholic 
schools in that city played a "one-wall variety" of the game. In 1915, 
Harvey Phelan of Toronto was one of Ontario's leading handball players. 
He defeated George T. Crowe of the police department in two games played 
at the Central Y.M.C.A. courts in Toronto, The scores were 21-12 and 
gersy 

Schools in Toronto adopted the game in 1919 and a league was 
formed with De la Salle, St. Michael's, University of Toronto Schools and 


686 687 


Ibid., April 11, 1914. Ibid., March 1, 1915. 


688 coon, Loc.cit, 
689.mne Globe and Mail, March 23, 1920. 


690 Tid. - March ol9 pri920. 69lipid,, March 13, 1915. 
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Jarvis Collegiate. Each school had two representatives and Wells, of 
the University of Toronto Schools, was the eventual champion. ©92 Mri 


Harry Downing defeated Harvey Phelan (both of Toronto) 22-16 and 21-4, 


to win the Ontario Handball Championship in Vos 2 


Volleyball: The game of volleyball was invented by W.C. Morgan at the 
Holyoke Y.M.C.A. in Massachusetts in 1895094 The game spread quickly 


throughout North America via the Y.M.C.A's. and by 1900 was reported to 


have been played in Ottawa.°?> 


The first volleyball league in Canada was supposedly organized in 
Toronto in 1913096 but in 1912 a photograph in The Globe depicted a game 


in progress in the Cherry Street Playground. The game was between two 


girls' teams and the net was approximately five feet Pees! 


The West adopted the game quickly and Edmonton's businessmen had 


698 


a four team league organized late in 1913. In Winnipeg the Grain 


Grower's Company Volleyball League, at the Y.M.C.A. in 1916, had sixty 


members. Two games were played each Thursday eee pinet a 


By 1920, the Toronto's Public School Girls' Athletic Association had a 


senior and junior volleyball league, with many teams taking part, /90 


Teams were even travelling between cities in that year when a Vaught Street, 


693 


69274id., April 4, and May 10, 1915. Ibid., April 26, 1919. 


694i 1liam G. Morgan, "How Volley Ball Was Originated," Official 
Volley Ball Rules, (New York: American Sports Publishing Company, 1916) p29. 


695 ReD, Bratton, "History of Volleyball in Canada", unpublished 
paper, the University of Calgary, Calgary, 1967, p.6. 


OG bid. 697 


698-amonton Bulletin, October 31, 1913. 


eMani tpba Free Press, November 10, 1916. 


100 the Globe and Mail, September 24, 1920. 


The Globe and Mail, August 24, 1912. 
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Toronto, Y.M.C.A. businessmen's team travelled to Brandon and defeated 


their hosts, 13-15, 15-10 and 15-8, /°! 


Fencing: Fencing competitions had been included in the Assault-At-Arms 
held in the Eastern universities by 1900. In such competitions, at the 
University of Toronto in 1900, the "Varsity'' team competed for the Inter- 
collegiate fencing championship against Royal Military collier. 

In 1901, a fencing tournament was reportedly held at Toronto 


703 


Church School, Alexander Street. By 1903 the University of Toronto 


had a fencing tournament which was won by T.B. McQuesten. 0" 
The Canadian Fencing championships, in 1906, were held in Montreal 
and these probably were the first national fencing ities a The 
following year Ontario held a provincial tournament and several Yale 
University students entered. However, Goulding of the University of 
Toronto was the eventual champion. /9° | 
From 1908 to 1911 Canadian Fencing championships were alternated 
between the cities of Montreal and Toronto, and in 1913 were held in 
Ottawa. After that no further championships were held until ipa 
The sport appeared to be localized in Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa 


during this period and appeared mainly in the universities, Y.M.C.A's. 


and a few private clubs. 


70lipid., March 1, 1920. 


102the Globe and Mail, March 24, 1900. 


103 Th sd nuTume 204 1901. Loe di aa EO, 1903. 


Wor Presse, March 1, 1906. 


Gre Cleba sand Mai kp woril Saand-len 1907. 


107 Don Meikle, "A History of Competitive Fencing in Canada", 
unpublished paper, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, pp.8-10. 
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S2h 
Gymnastics: Gymnastics was the first indoor athletic competition at 


McGill University and was first held in 1882. Canada joined the 
Federation Internationale de Gymnastique (F.1.G.) in 1899.7 5° 


In 1900 the University of Toronto had an active gymnastics 


club, ime and in Winnipeg "Johnston and Stemyer, instructors in gymnastics 


and boxing, will hold classes to 6, 8 and 10 P.M. Courses given separately, 


a 1/10 


also private lessons if desire Mr. Warren W. Putnam, a professional 


athlete from Toronto, described himself as the "Champion of Canada at 


Indoor Performances."’ In 1901 he issued a challenge "to compete with 


any man in America for $500 at indoor gymnastic appliances.'""/!1 


A gymnastic competition was held in Edmonton in 1902 at the Young 


Men's Institute, at which place W. Hencher was the instructor to the 


#2 


institute's 58 members. In 1904 the North West Mounted Police had a 


very active gymnastics club at Battleford, Saskatchewan. / 13 


In 1908, two of the University of Toronto's gymnasts finished 
first and second in the Olympic trials in Montreal./!4 Canada's team at 
the Olympics did not win any gymnastic medals and Crow, of the C.A.A.U., 


stated that ''the gymnasts were handicapped in the use of strange apparatus 


108) ewis R, Waller, "Historical Notes and Records on the Sport of 


Gymnastics in the Province of Quebec," unpublished material, Pointe 
Claire, Quebec, pp.5-6. 


joe rie Globe and Mail, March 13, 1900. 


Ov anitoba Free Press, February 14, 1900. 


tL ite Globe and Mail, January 8, 1901. 


7125 amonten Bulletin, May 6, 1902. 


7136 1enbow Institute, Calgary, photograph number, NA-1034-4, 


714the Globe and Mail, April 15, 1908. 
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The University of Toronto Gymnastic Club, 
1902-1903. 





The University of Toronto Gymnasium, 1893-1912. 
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eed 
and exact knowledge of the competition, but performed creditably."/1° 
That same year a Canadian team of school-boy gymnasts competed at the 
International Sporting Congress in Rome and finished first, ahead of 
: 716 

Ireland, France, Italy and Belgium. 

In 1911 a group of Montreal school-boys, who were chosen after 
exhausting competition, travelled to Paris, France, and won the world's 


vey 
championship. 


Table Tennis: Table tennis was commonly referred to as "ping-pong" 
during the period. The main function of table tennis was as a family 
game, and it was at an early stage of development. 

In 1901 advertisements appeared in the Manitoba Free Press stating 
that table tennis was "the latest and most fascinating parlor game. Sets 
of equipment are $3.00, $4.75 and “7,008" A report on February 28, 


1902, from Vancouver, indicated that "the lst Provincial Ping Pong Champion- 


ship" ever played in Canada had been staged, with women's men's and boy's 


events, /}? One of the contestants was Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, who 
stated he was "quite nervous playing before the crowdtee These were 
certainly unusual words from a politician. 
rahe ; ‘ 
Annual Minutes of the 1908 C.A.A.U. Meeting, p.20. 
716q,¢ Globe and Mail, September 29, 1908. 
AL 


Ibid. August. 25.191! 
118 ranitoba Free Press, December 4, 1901. 
D7 51a so February 28, 1901: 


7120he Globe and Mail, February 26, 1901. 
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One of the first tournaments held in Canada was staged by the 
officers of the Toronto Garrison and was held at the Military Institute 
on January 28, 1902.72! An article published in The Globe, in 1902, 
described the game in Canada and its popularity: 

The game of ping-pong has become popular in Toronto as 
suddenly as it did in England. It is said to have 

originated in Japan and was played there for over a 

century with great gambling attached - it was taken to 

England under the name of "whiff-whaff". Its present 

name comesfrom the musical sound of the celluloid ball 

striking the catgut or vellum racquet. 

In Winnipeg a tournament was held at the Y.M.C.A. in 1902 and 
several weeks later the Manitoba Championships were inaugurated with 68 
in the men's singles, 24 in the women's singles, 27 pairs in the mixed 
doubles and 22 in the men's doubles.’23 The game was adopted by churches 


724 and often tournaments were held to aid 


in many parts of the country, 
public benefits or worthy groups. /29 Table tennis continued at eae 
of organization until the early 1930's, when the Canadian Table Tennis 
Association was formed. /2® 

Roller Skating: During the period roller skating was revived in some 
areas but the sport needed additional attractions to help this renewed 
interest. For example, various established sports such as basketball, 
lacrosse and hockey were played on roller skates and the "marathon mania" 


aided its revival. 


The West increased its interest in the sport and, by 1906, Edmonton 


72libid., January 28, 1901. 722tpid., March 11, 1902. 

723 Manitoba Free Press, March 29, and April 15, 1902. 

7247pid., May 8, 1902. 7251pid., June 7, and 12, 1902. 
726 


Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.325. 
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had its first roller skating when the Thistle rink was leased "from 
October 15, until the cold weather arrived, and again in the spring when 
the ice is cleared out."/27 An article in the Edmonton Bulletin 
indicated a reason for the revival: 

Roller skating is getting a great run again in the 

east - especially since the little rubber-tired, bicycle 

wheeled skate has come into vogue and in Winnipeg, 

Toronto and Montreal nearly all the big ice rinks become 

roller rinks in the summer time. 

In 1908 a roller hockey league was formed in Calgary with four 
teams - Shermans, Eagles, Shamrocks and Victorias, /2? That same year, 
W.H. Merritt, the Canadian champion skater, travelled to the United 
States for the World's five mile championship. Mr. Merritt won the 
first heat in 16 minutes and 9 seconds, but was unplaced in the final, /30 
The marathon event was popular during that period and W. Corney of 
Guelph defeated W.K. Gates, the Australian champion, by two laps in their 
ten hour race at Guelph in 1908./3! three weeks later Wiggins of 
Goderich, the world's champion, defeated Corney in "the roller skating 
grind", by nearly three miles when he covered 163 miles in the ten 
ioursaen 

In 1909 a roller hockey league was organized in Winnipeg and 


133 


appeared to be a popular sport. Roller hockey continued to be popular 


in many of the major cities in Canada up until 1916. That year G.H. Varnes 


12 lp anon ton Bulletin, September 17, 1906. 

128 th 14; 7291 id.» February 19, 1908. 
73° vend toba Free Press, February 4, 1908. 

rk}! 


"The Globe and Mail, April 3, 1908. 


132ndmonton Bulletin, April 24, 1908. 


733 Manitoba Free Press, April 12, 1909. 
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was the Manitoba eevee skating champion and played for the Strathcona 
Roller Hockey erupers 
The war, after 1916, contributed to the collapse of all competit- 
ive roller skating activities and they did not regain their popularity 
after 1918. One of the main reasons for this was the fact that artificial 


ice rinks became popular, thus removing many roller skating facilities 


from that sport. 


Summary 


Between 1900 - 1920 winter sports, as far as possible moved 
indoors steadily. This led to increased popularity in curling, as new 
rinks were built across Canada. Other out-of-door activities, which 
could not be adapted to the convenience of indoors, such as snowshoeing, 
tobogganing and ice boating, quickly lost their public appeal. Ice- 
skating, as it could be adapted for indoor participation, retained its 
popularity with the adults, while the children of Canada continued to 
skate whenever and wherever possible. 

The winter sport which benefited most from this '"indoorization" 
was hockey. During this period it developed into Canada's most popular 
sport, a position it has retained until the present time. Professional 
teams developed and, by 1908, they completely controlled the Stanley Cup. 
Spectators appeared in great numbers to witness these exciting contests 
and this surge in public interest resulted in many leagues being developed 
from the international level down to school competitions. 

Hockey was not the only sport to prosper under this rise in 


"spectatorism". Boxing and wrestling also benefited as they lost much 





T341544,, March 25, 1916. 
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of their public condemnation when several Canadians, Burns and Coulon 
for example, won world titles. Boxing received a set-back in 1913 when 
the death of Luther McCarty in Calgary caused many of the old resentments 
against the sport to return. This fatality seemed to allow wrestling to 
increase its popularity for a short period, until the war forced it to 
be discontinued. 

Tenpin bowling, the American game, became popular and led to the 
introduction of the Canadian version - fivepin bowling. By 1906 Tommy 
Ryan of Toronto had invented and successfully implemented this new and 
apparently more acceptable game. 

Many new sports were introduced into Canada during those twenty 
years. The Y.M.C.A's were instrumental in many sporting innovations. 
Basketball and volleyball were invented, for example, and were pushed 
throughout North America during this period. New racquet sports men as 
squash, badminton and table tennis appeared, and the old game of racquets 
was replaced. 

Two general trends appeared in Canadian sport. Women used sport 
to further their fight for emancipation and were prepared to try almost 
any sporting activity during this time. Professionalism continued to 
rise, and hockey became the chief winter sport to which it was attracted, 
while erategsinns tareare also numerous in boxing and wrestling. 

The First World War, until 1916, did not greatly affect Canadian 
sport, except that many of the teams competing were from the various 
battalions across Canada. In 1917 and 1918 many sports were played only 
at a junior level, while some were not active at all. Several activities 


which had been played before the war were not continued after it finished. 
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These included ice boating, snowshoeing, tobogganing and roller skating. 

International participation increased rapidly. Canada's first 
official appearance at the Olympic Games was in 1904 at St. Louis, and by 
1920 Canada had won several medals in winter sports such as boxing and 
hockey. Athletes from many other sports, by 1920,had participated 
against international teams in basketball, tenpin bowling, gymnastics, 
curling, ice boating and ice skating. 

Technology played an important role in Canadian sport as the 
motor car, after the war, allowed easy access to many sports. Perhaps 
the most important development for winter sports was the introduction of 
artificial ice rinks into canada by the Patrick brothers, Frank and 
Lester, in 1912. This eliminated all of the weather uncertainty from 
winter sports and allowed many developments to take place in ice sports. 

Towards 1920, skiing gained rapidly in popularity and it was this 
sport that later reversed the indoor trend and enticed many Canadians 


out-of-doors during the long winter months. 
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CHAPTER V 
AQUATIC SPORTS 


From 1900 to 1920 many new aquatic activities developed, such as 
life-saving, motor boating and water skiing. Rowing continued to be one 
of Canada'smore popular summer activities, while canoeing did not 
continue the public appeal it had in earlier years. Water polo, with 
the development of more indoor swimming pools, was able to improve’ its 
level of organization,and many leagues were formed in the larger cities. 
The upper class sport of yachting held several regular international com- 
petitions with the United States during this period, and continued its 


limited popularity. 


Swimming 

Prior to 1900 only two centres in Canada, Toronto and Montreal, 
had regular competitions between their clubs.! The first Canadian Swim- 
ming Championships were held in Ottawa in 1898 and were dominated by 
American swimmers .2 The championships were again held in Ottawa in 1899 
and 1900, with the United States athletes still dominating. The championships 
in 1900 were held at Ottawa's Canoe Club under the auspices of the Amateur 
Athletic Association of Canada (A.A.A.of C.), and Wench of New York won 
both the 100 and 880 yards events from Lawless of Ottawa. In the ''long 


dive'' event Orde of Ottawa won,with Wench third.> 





lalian E, Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900", un- 
published Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.332. 


2the Globe and Mail, Toronto, August 1, 1898. 


Siptd). July 30, 1900. 
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George Hodgson the only Canadian to ever win two 
gold olympic medals for swimming, in 1912. He 
won the 400 and 1500 metres events at the Stockholm 
Olympics. 





Sunnyside Beach in Toronto during this era, 
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The Toronto Swimming Club, at its 1900 annual meeting, stated 

that they would again have ''two water polo teams, life-saving drill will 
be conducted systematically and swimming instruction will be given to 


new dadbaract 


Few other swimming clubs were as well organized as this, 
In most other Canadian areas swimming events usually occurred on 
public holidays and were usually of the novelty variety. For example, 
the swimming races and water sports held in Winnipeg on July 1, 1900, 
were as follows: 

Tub race; boys (14 years) swimming race; walking the 

greasy pole; 200 yards canoe race; girls 50 yards swim- 

ming race; boys (ll years) race, 30 yards; long dive; 

diving for a body; boys 14-17 years race. Entries 25¢ 

for men, 10¢ for all others. 

These events always had prizes»which could be cash or gifts or 
both» and were keenly contested. The public facilities, although often 
very crude and consisting of little more than a marked area in the river 
and dressing rooms, were, nevertheless, very popular. The Manitoba Free 
Press published regular reports about Winnipeg's Louis Bridge Bathing 
Station on the Red River. Details in these reports included - date; 
water temperature; air temperature; and number of swimmers. For example: 

July 8, 1900; 67°; 78°; 438 swimmers. 

Palys l2 el 900s e720 =) SSIS: 99 swimmers. 

July 27, 1900; 72°; 82°; 135 swimmers. 
August 1, 1900; 749; 839; 452 swimmers. 
August 7, 1900; 75°; 84°; 500 swimmers. 
August 19, 1900; 77°; 87°; 1000 swimmers.°® 


In 1900 women were not participating to any great extent in this 





4ubid,, May 2, 1900. 


SManitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, July 6, 1900. 


Srpid., July 13, and August 3, 1900. 
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activity, as Dr. P.H. Bryce, of the Ontario Board of Health, indicated 
when he stated, "How rare the art is, especially amongst women can be 
readily illustrated at any one of the dozen summer resorts at the 
present moment .""/ 

The most important development for Canadian swimming during this 
period was the introduction of indoor pools. The Y.M.C.A's. were chiefly 
responsible for this, and in 1901 the Central "Y'' in Toronto held 
annual swimming contests at their pool .® Organized swimming contests 
continued to gain in popularity,and in that year Winnipeg held its second 
annual swimming tournament at the Louis Bridge Bathing Station. This 
proved to be very successful with a large number of entrants.” 

In 1902, a Toronto swimmer, Joe Wilson, in a race at Hanlan's Point 

in rough water equalled the American 100 yards record of 70 Becondsl y 

Four weeks later Wilson established a new world's record of 69 seconds 
when the swimming conditions were more favourable. ! At the Canadian 
championships held in Toronto that year, Wilson won the 880 yards event 

in 14 minutes and 28 seconds, but was defeated in the 100 yards event by 

H. Brooks of London, Ontario Y.M.C.A. in the slow time of 73-2/5 seconds. !4 

In 1903, Joe Wilson won the Toronto City swimming championship and 
travelled to England to compete for the British titles. He was defeated 


in the heats of the 100 yards event,but finished fourth in the King's 


"The Globe and Mail, September 13, 1900. 


8ibid., January 2, 1901. 
Man boba Free Press, August 12, 1901. 
10the Globe and Mail, July 14, 1902. 


1linid., August 11, 1902. 12tbid,, August 25, 1902. 
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Cup (880 yards) .13 Four days later Wilson won a 200 yards handicap race 
in England. /4 

In 1903 the Canadian championships were held in Ottawa at the 
Canoe Clubs and Charles Rubert of the New York Athletic Club defeated 
Wilson in the 100, 440 and 880 yards events./? In 1904 the Canadian 
championships were held in Toronto,and United States athletes continued 
to dominate, with Daniels of New York breaking the 100 yards American 
A avd That year, a race across Toronto Bay, which later was to become 
very popular, was won by C.N. bande >! 

Swimming, by 1904, had spread its popularity far and wide in 
Canada and a report from Dawson City in the Yukon described how local 
inhabitants enjoyed their aquatics: 

Dawson's youngsters are spending happy days "in 

swimming.'' Despite this a land within the pale Arctic 

Circle, and the temperature here in winter is not so 

warm as that of Florida and Italy, the boys do not have 

to forego the pleasure of the good old amphibious 

passtime [sic] of frolics in the sand and water. 

The swimming hole here is in the little neck of the 

Klondike river running back of Klondike City. The water 

moves just enough to keep from becoming stagnant yet is 

not too cold....18 

The Y.M.C.A's. continued to build indoor pools and, in 1905, 


Winnipeg held its first of a series of "monthly aquatic events" which 


afforded "a great deal of amusing sport and healthy rivalry among the 





contestants.'' The events were: "long dive from chute, long dive from 
I3tbid:, July 4, 11 and°13, 1903. 9 41bid., duly 17, 1903. 
15 16 


Ibid., August 10, 1903. Ibid., August 8, 1904. 
17thid., August 2, 1904. 


18 the Dawson City News, Dawson City, Yukon, June 21, 1904, 
























aa a 


-o8% qaolbnsd ebisy OOS a now noslIiW reijal eyab wot el, (abrsy 088) quo 


et tara 
yi 


= 
: 


> 


= —_ 
ew eqtdanotqmedo nsibsansd ofa COC al iad 


> 


awe F - 
#10Y wok sda to t:ssduA eslisdd bane eold sonsd 


. anae é a 
nstbans od 8O@! nl ©" .aineve ebrey 086 bee OFA) (00L ens nl noei 


, ; ? . 4 - P . -, 
asi3eidjs ejs92 beatin bos. ojno1r0T at bled srew eqidanolqnuad 
if 
-- 7 

‘ ae 

ABD O1 eda 2 sid A10Y worl to ealetasd doiw .9skalmob 1 
* - , 
‘ Os gous 
7 | intdw 2ed oinoroT 820798) 5681 B ,Ieoy IndT -b 02387 


A 


I _ 
"bast .4.9 yd now eaw ,reluqoq! YF 
bas 1st yvilisiuqoq at baeorge bed ,A0CL yd .gniemiw2 


ol wod bediroesb modvY edi al y3i0 moews@ mozt J10qge7t a bn 


~ 7 . = 
:eoltsups xztaerds beyotae einpitds 
at" aysb yqqsd golbasqe sis atstégauoy se’ noewed) © | 


oijo1A sisq ant atdjiw bas! s elds stiqesd ". agniomtwe 
o2 Jon eal iastniw nit sted siw3sTeqmed ocd bas yelotld 
sved jon ob avod of3 ,.vyiasI bas sbizolI to jJsd3 es mraw 
woididqms blo boog adi to stmwessiq edd ogsi0% oF) | 
.tstew bas base oft ot eotio1? to [oke) smiseasq — 
doen olisail oft al et ated slod gnimmiwe ofT nl 
tetsw ofl .y310 satbnoly Io ased gotanwt reviz etibnolm! 11 
ei Jsy JnBogsie gnoimoosd mort qsed o3 dguons jeut esvom 7 : 
BI |, . .bIos/ 003° 30m 


ory 


,200! at . bas elooq toobn! bliud o3 beuntinoo 28.9. Y\ ont 
a 


doldw penne oltsups vidoanom" io aetise S to Jeri? ast bied-g oq tant 
= 






_e = 

an pare 

I . 92 viio = mOxXF § Y. 7 "te ol" 797 a ws . eT we . ' e2) ieede PS rn 
OE sitet a Banca dy cee 79V Ot) _ .. S20PI88 


2 ghion a yalevis ds ieod ‘be Proqa gnteumy 5 to Isob- uate 





2 Oan 
> = 


4 
n es 
- ; 7. Be i 


322 
rail, good form from springboard, dive for tins, short swim, long swim 
under water, wrestling and long swim, "19 

In 1908 swimming trials were held in Montreal29 and the C.A.A.U. 
secretary, N.H. Crowe,stated: "our wrestling, swimming and fencing con- 
testants were drawn against the pick of Europe, but made a very fine 
showing in every event entered."*! Later in 1908 Gordon Johnstone, the 
Canadian champion, won the Toronto City swimming title by winning the 
100 yards in 65 seconds, which bettered the Canadian record by two 
seconds.-* 

The most important event in the history of Canadian swimming took 
place on May 1, 1909, in Montreal. On that date the Canadian Amateur 
Swimming Association (C.A.S.A.) was formed to control amateur aquatics - 
swimming, diving and water polo in Canada.23 The first Canadian swimming 
championships under the auspices of the C,.A.S.A. were held at Hamilton's 
Swimming Club, with E.0O. Bath of Oakville winning the 100 yards in 
73-3/5 seconds; E.,E, Lockart of Toronto Swimming Club winning the mile in 
30 minutes and 28 seconds; and R.M, Zinnerman of Montreal winning the 50 
yards in 27-2/5 seconds. 

The formation of the C.A.S.A. caused a rapid growth in organized 
aquatics across Canada. In Winnipeg F.J. Owens retained the Long Distance 

19 


Manitoba Free Press, January 20, 1905. 


2Orhe Globe and Mail, May 5, 1908. 


2lvinutes of the 1908 Annual Meeting of the C.A.A.U., p.20. 


225 dmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, Alberta, September 3, 1908. 


*9the Globe and Mail, May 3, 1909. 


aan fobs Free Press, August 9, 1909. 



















ae 

itwe gol ,miwe J1ode .sati sol evib ,bis0dgaiiage so7? ‘03, prep Lies 
Cin miwe gnol baa gollosexk! ieaew Toba ms 

.U.A.A.9 sd bas “"Ise1sn0M oi blsad agow eleiz gaimmiwe 80@L nT 


a 
3 . : 4 4 ¢ 7 or 
“0 iloaei bas gaimmiwe ,gntijaerw iwo" :bejate,swor0 .H.4:, yraseuee 


jisy 8 sbam 4ud ,sqoid jo A9lg oda Jagiegs awexb stow, singie 
.beteine Ineve yisve ol. gakwo 


wages ee ere ee a He eee, eo ae PA: 
iiw vd AJjfj gnimmiwe VvVIidg O3GOTOL Shs, aow not meno D, 
4 . - ’ 
. Mi ’ 


oe. 
rd bs | n@lbaasd si berss3ed doldw .ebnoose Cd-nt baa 


a pe ebaog J 


ian msibenso jo yrojJeltd and al Ineve Jngsroqmt jeom ent -_ 


, ; : : ‘vs 
BOs) sit sisb jed3 nO. ,lest3a0M al, ,@0el.,I1 ¥SM, 20 


oo 


A.2.A,3) aolisiooaed ai 


; } ; - +=" ry . t + » = s ps r os. 
aniomswe OBibans) Jaw sat ~",. sbensd atk oleq tetsw Bas anivib  amsae ; 


2'nmojlimsH 3s bled otew .A.2.A,9 edd bo sepiqsus eft azebay eqindenote gmé 


nt ebrsy OO] ori? getantw ellivaleO to dash .0.a)datw dul gatmmi 
- f \e 


= 


a 
mi olim efi gninatw dulD painmntwe ojno1T to jasdoo0l .3.¢ i sbnosse 


Oc ef3 gninniw [ss1300M to namrenntS .M.4 boas, ,;abrooss 8S bas asjun 


De em : 
*.abnooee 2\S-\S al ebas 
ri : 
bastnusgio nt d3worg biqe1 6 beauss .A,2,.A.9 ed3 to 103 serx0}, edT- 
a Lan wa 
eon52e20 geo! ofd bentsies enswO .L.I goqianiW al .absas) seozos, es 
; . f - = 





593 
Swimming Championship of Western Canada with a remarkable time of 56 


minutes and 40 seconds for the four mile swim from the River Park boat 


25 


house to Norwood Bridge. The following year, 1910, Owens won the 


long distance swim for the third successive time 7° 

In 1910 the Edmonton Y.M.C.A. pool was opened,and "a senior class 
in swimming" was formed to give instruction in "plain and fancy strokes 
of diving and other aquatic skills."'7/ The same year a competition was 
started in two divisions for Edmonton youths at the Y.M.C.A. These two 
divisions were school boys and employed boys.28 

The West continued its development,and in 1910 the Winnipeg 
Swimming Club was organized with over sixty members. They decided to 
hold annual competitions,as well as to provide classes in swimming and 


29 


life-saving and to provide facilities for water polo. The Canadian 


championships that year were held in Halifax,and, as a demonstration of 
the spread of the sport's popularity, over 5,000 spectators attended 


these exciting events .-0 


One of the reasons for this great interest in 
swimming events in Halifax was a series of articles published in their 
local paper for women entitled, “Would you be a Mermaid? Easy to Learn 


to Swim," with the sub-title that swimming was "great for the figure." 


22 26 


Tbid=, Augusti2,, a909. Ibid., August 15, 1910. 
27 edmonton Bulletin, January 28, 1910. 
48inid., January 30, 1910. 
29 


Manitoba Free Press, August 27, 1910. 
30vancy Howell and Maxwell Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life 1700 to the present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.229. 


Slialifax Herald, Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 22, 23 and 25, 1910. 
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Mr. H.H. Corson, of Toronto, was billed as the ''Human Fish" and 
in 1911 made extensive tours across Canada giving "exhibitions of his 
art.'' A typical program that he demonstrated was the following 


Performed at the Edmonton Y.M.C.A. in 1911: 


The Australian Crawl (3 styles), the trudgeon, the 
English overarm (on the right side), swimming with left 
arm and left leg only, on the back (single arm over), on 
the back (alternate overarm - 2 styles), double overarm, 
broad stroke on breast (sailor fashion), steamboat, 
swimming backwards, side underarm (on either side), 
marching, sculling (3 styles), racing (Indian style), a 
propellor and torpedo, waltzing, rolling log and sub- 
marine, bicycle and cartwheel, crab, feathering and 
racers turn, imitation of porpoises, swimming with hands 
and feet tied, Life-Saving releases, rescues and resus- 
citation. 2 


Swimming instruction during this period gained tremendous impetus 
as there was an effort made across Canada to reduce the high rate of deaths 
by drowning. In Toronto Miss Beaton gave instruction in the new pool 


of the Young Women's Christian Guild. >? 


In Winnipeg the "Swimmers 
Legion" formed in the spring of 1910 and had 100 members by 1911. Each 
member pledged to teach someone to swim,and they awarded medallions for 
each new member taught. Their objective was to start branches of their 
organization in other Fe ommuntd tec 
In 1911 one of Canada's greatest swimmers emerged. Mr. George 
Hodgson of Montreal was that athlete,and he was selected, along with 


George Johnstone of Ottawa, to represent Canada at the Festival of Empire 


Games in London in the 100 yards and one mile swim.>> Mr. Hodgson even- 





AFF imo ion Bulletin, March 25, 1911. 


*3the Globe and Mail, April 8, 1911. 
34uanitoba Free Press, November 11, 1911. 


35the Globe and Mail, May 1, 1911. 
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tually won the mile event in 25 minutes and 27-3/5 seconds and Johnstone 
finished third in the 100 yards .2© Hodgson, on his return to Canada, 
proved his superiority by capturing all the Canadian championship events 
in Montreal in 1912.37 He also enabled McGill University to win the 
Intercollegiate Swimming Championships that year 28 

By 1911, Alberta's swimming was sufficiently organized to hold 
their provincial title competition in Calgary on September 27 and 5% Be 
Many new pools, both indoor and outdoor, were being built, and, in 1912, 
Winnipeg opened their Pritchard Avenue Public shengis? while in Toronto 
the Aura Lee Club built a new open-air pool. 

At the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm, George Hodgson became 
world champion in the 400 and 1,500 metres events, establishing four 
world's records in the course of the two events. Roxborough describes 
his achievement in the 1,500 metres event: 

His 1,500-metre time (22 minutes) was so fast that it 

lowered the former mark by 2 minutes and 33 seconds; and 

8 years later it was 23 seconds better than the Antwerp 

winner's time.42 


Women, by 1913, were taking more interest in competitive events, 


and that year four girls took part in the annual swim across Toronto Bay. 


36vinutes of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.47. 


37La Presse, Montreal, Quebec, April 8, 1912. 
38the Globe and Mail, February 19, 1912. 


39& dmonton Bulletin, September 11, 1911. 


4Ovanitoba Free Press, May 6, 1912. 


4Ithe Globe and Mail, April 8, 1912. 


“at ahty Roxborough, Canada At The Olympics, (Toronto: The Ryerson 
Press, 1963), p.49. 


43rhe Globe and Mail, August 11, 1913. 
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The girl's section of the race was won by Miss Elizabeth Wilson,who won 
the 1: mile swim again in 1914 and 1915.4 The Toronto Y.M.C.A., in 
1914, dpedeéed women's classes in swimming and life saving.” 

In 1913 the swimming clubs in Winnipeg - Sons of England, St. 
Vital, St. Johns, Winnipeg and the Post Office - formed the Manitoba 
Branch of the C.A.S.A., with James S. Yuille of the Winnipeg Swimming 
Club as their first president. This meant that the A.A.U.of C. then had 


ret anf if , 3 46 
no jurisdiction over the Manitoba swimmers. 


In 1913, another interesting 
trend was started when the Canadian (outdoor) Championships were held at 
Halifax, */ while later that year the National Indoor titles were held in 
Montreal. “8 Alberta also held indoor championships in 1913,with 0. 
Kenden of Edmonton breaking the 75 and 100 yards provincial records. 2 
Mr. Frank Wood of the Central Y.M.C.A. in Toronto, in 1914, broke 
the 25 yards Canadian backstroke record when he swam the distance in 15 
seconds .>9 The following year he competed for the University of Toronto 
and captured four national titles at Toronto's Central Y.M.C.A, The 
events were: 50, 100 and 500 yards freestyle and 100 yards backstroke. 


Another event, the long plunge, was very popular by 1914. That year, 


Barnes of the West End Y.M.C.A, of Toronto broke the Canadian record in 





Prihdid io August 16, 1915. +S Thidiy Apri dis255 ices 


48vanitoba Free Press, October 11, 1913. 


47m Globevand Mails) August 12, 1913. 
48h a Presse, December 13 and 14, 1913. 


49 dmonton Bulletin, December 30, 1913. 





50the Globe and Mail, January 2, 1914. 


Bd tntrches March 8, 1915. 
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their meet with the Buffalo Y,.M.C.A., when he plunged the full 60 feet, 
the length of the "Y tank"'. The previous record was 584 feet, held by 
Stafford of the Montreal A.A,A.>2 

With the advent of the First World War women were able to take 
advantage of the facilities which, prior to this, had been dominated by 
male athletes. In Winnipeg, Mrs. H.J. Taunton, who held the Canadian 
d,°? 


100 yards recor organized the Victoria Ladies Swimming Club in 1916, 


tic shirstecof ehts tkind lin Mairi fobalsee’ 


That year the ladies had twelve 
entrants in the Red River long distance race in Winnipeg, and Mrs. R. 
Halliley won the mile race in 21 minutes and 50 seconds. Mrs. Taunton 


finished third,and all twelve ladies finished the race. 


During the war years the teaching of swimming to children 


was emphasized. In order to aid this worthy cause the Toronto 
Railway, in 1916, announced that it would provide free streetcar trans- 
port for all children travelling to the various "swimming stations". 

The Globe announced ''There is no reason why every boy and girl in Toronto 


196 In Edmonton, the City Council also acknow- 


should not learn to swim. 
ledged the need to provide supervision at their outdoor pool on Mill Creek 
and set aside $180 for a supervisor at the pool during the summer period.>/ 


Winnipeg continued to lead the way in women's swimming,when the 


Manitoba Branch of the C.A.S.A. inaugurated a girl's 15 years and under 


oe lanvary) 21, 1914, 
> aed tobla Free Press, April 14, 1916. 
SAT Ew at, , saney142, 19168 3 >rpiad. abgust’7!21916! 


56the Globe and Mail, July 14, 1916. 
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100 yards event in their provincial championships in 1917.28 one of 
Canada's first women's international meets was held the following year 
in Duluth. Mrs. Taunton won the 220 yards race in 3 minutes, 50-2/5 
seconds before 4,000 spectators.” Later, in 1918, Mrs. Taunton finished 
second to Rachel Grimshaw, a fourteen year old girl, in the Red River 
mile swim in Winnipeg. °° 

Flight Lieutenant George Hodgson (Olympic and World Champion) and 
Flight Lieutenant J. Lindsay Gordon, both of Montreal, earned the London 
Board of Trade Silver Medals when they courageously made a sea rescue in 


London in 1918.°4 


On his return to Canada after the war Hodgson found 
strong opposition in George Vernot, also of Montreal. They met first in 
Montreal early in 1919 in the 50 metres final and swam to a dead-heat in 
a time of 25 seconds, which broke the old Canadian record by one fifth of 
a second. °2 

At the 1919 Canadian Swimming Championships, held in Toronto at 
Hanlans Point, Hedges of the Toronto Swimming Club, won the Fancy Diving 
title, while Flint of the High Park Swimming Club (Toronto) won the High- 
Diving title and finished second in the fancy diving. Mr. Jack Barnes of 
the High Park Swimming Club broke the Long Plunge record with 63 feet and 
Vernot was second with 62 feet. Miss N. Forrester won the ladies' 100 
metres title from Miss Bouttele,and George Vernot won the 200 sera in 
2 minutes and 20-4/5 seconds from Jenkinson.°? It is interesting to note 

>8vanitoba Free Press, October 29, 1917. 


Orin... BuieusitS 12) 1918. 


eaeennere 


>9thid., July 22, 1918. 


6lone Globe and Mail, March 27, 1918. 
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621pid., March 11, 1919. @2fd., Ausust 4 and 18, 1919. 
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that metric measures were used for the first time in the Canadian cham- 
pionships that year. 

In 1919 swimming was used to aid wounded soldiers in their physical 
rehabilitation. One report indicated that 500 soldier patients took part in 
track and field and in swimming events during a field aA Canada and 
the United States, in 1920, agreed to stage National titles,when the 
C.A.S.A, invited American swimmers to compete for the Canadian titles, 
but because it was an Olympic year none took part, 
The Canadian championships and Olympic swimming trials were held 
in Montreal in 1920,and George Vernot won the Dominion title, and during 
the meet seven new Canadian records were established, °® Canada's team 
for the Antwerp Olympics that year was George Vernot, George Hodgson 
(Montreal), M. Goodeve (Ottawa) and Flint of Toronto. Captain Sidney 
Gooday of Ottawa, the Canadian 200 and 400 metres breast stroke record 


67 


holder, was a late selection. Mr. George Vernot placed second in the 


400 metres and third in the 1,500 metres events, while "the remainder of 

the team...were not successful in winning places, due to the strong 

: . 108 

Opposition encountered, 
Later in 1920, as a demonstration of the return of swimming's 

popularity, 72 competitors took part in Winnipeg's three mile race in the 


69 


Red River. Schoolboys' titles started to become popular in this period, 


and, by 1920, Ontario held such events. Turner Chapman, in 1920, re- 





64 65 


Ibid., September 24, 1919. Ibid., February 5, 1920. 


661Lid.,, July 5; 1920. 67rpid., July 18 and 19, 1920. 
S8vinutes of the 1920 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.17. 


6 Manitoba Free, Press), August] 14,1920. 
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tained his Ontario Boys' championship 100 yards title, when he won in 
68-4/5 seconds at the West End Y.M.C.A, pool, /9 The final impetus to 
swimming during this period was a visit to Canada of the Australian 
Olympic swimming team. The team included William Herrold, Frank 
Beaurepaire, Keith Kirkland and Miss Lilly Beaurepaire (diver). They 
competed in Winnipeg's Cornish Baths, and Herrold and Beaurepaire broke 


the 100 and 220 yards Manitoba records, respectively./! 


Life Saving 
Life saving in Canada in its early development could be traced 
almost entirely by examining the history of Arthur Lewis Cochrane of 
Birmingham, England. He arrived in Toronto in 1894 and became physical 
training instructor at Upper Canada College, a position he held for 
twenty-seven years. /? Tne following year Cochrane established the Upper 
Canada Life Saving Corps, as he had previously been appointed the 
"honorary representative of the Swimmer's Life Saving Society of London, 
in Canada."/2 prior to 1900 "Cochrane and his friends were very busy... 
putting on demonstrations of life saving and trying to promote the buil- 
ding of swimming pools in the cities,"/4 


In 1900 Cochrane was the Honorary Instructor of the Toronto 


Swimming Club at Hanlans Point. /? The lack of pools was his major con- 


Othe Globe and Mail, December 18, 1920. 


7Ivanitoba Free Press, November 8, 1920. 


TeMavis Berridge, ''The Development of the Red Cross Water Safety 
Service and the Royal Life-Saving Society in Canada," unpublished M.Sc. 
Thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1966, p.18. 


73 tpid, M4 tbid., p.19. 


Othe Globe and Mail, June 12, 1900. 
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cern, and to combat this he established a camp in Lake Muskoka and, 


after 1903, at Temagami, in order to teach and examine candidates for 


76 


the various awards. 
By 1904, life saving was reported in the newspapers more fre- 


quently. A story was published, for example, of a battery being used in 


1h 


Atlantic City, to revive a drowned patient. The Globe earlier that 


year printed the following: 


Mr. A.L. Cochrane, physical culture teacher of Upper 
Canada College, gave an address on swimming, rescuing 
from drowning and means for restoring the apparently 
drowned. The address which was deeply interesting, was 
splendidly illustrated by steriopticon views. Mr. 
Cochrane referred to the great care and even expense the 
British people were now going to for the purpose of 
teaching swimming and life saving to the young, and ex- 
pressed the hope that Canada would not lag behind in such 
training for her children, /8 


In 1908, the second overseas branch of the Royal Life Saving 
Society was formed in Ontario (the first branch was established in New 
South Wales, Australia): 


On December 10th, 1908 a meeting was called at the law 
offices of Jenkins and Hardy in Toronto; those interested 
in swimming and life saving were invited to attend. 
Messrs. A.L, Cochrane, H.A. Hardy, C. Norris, T.W. Shef- 
field, E.A. Chapman, J.H. Crocker and F.J. Smith were the 
charter members. Mr. Arnold Morphy was elected President 
and A,L, Cochrane the Vice-President and Honorary 
Instructor in Chief./9 


Earl Grey, Canada's Governor General, became the Society's first 


Patron. In 1908 only two awards were available, ''the Certificate Award 





76perridge, Loe.e1t, 


7] the Globe and Mail, August 27, 1904. 


78tbid,, March 29, 1904. 79Rerridge, op.cit., p20. 
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at a cost of fifty cents and the Medallion at seventy-five cents 1180 
The following year Cochrane was examined by Mr. William Henry (the 
founder of the society in England) and became the first person outside 
Britain and only the fourth person to gain the Diploma - the highest 
award of the society. This then allowed Cochrane to examine all of the 


81 


R,L.S.S's. awards in Canada for the first time. The same year the 


second Canadian branch of the R.L.S.S. was formed in Montreal. 
At the annual meeting in 1909 of the Ontario Branch of the R.L.S.S. 
two important events for life saving in Canada were reported: the 
opening of the first Public Municipal Swimming Baths, the Harrison Baths 
in Toronto; and the decision of Toronto's Public School Board to have 
swimming taught as part of their school's curriculum, °2 Members of the 
Hamilton Swimming Club were the first class in Canada to pass the tests 
for the Proficiency Certificate and Bronze Medallion, in 1909, with T.W. 


83 


Sheffield their honorary instructor. That same year a Y.M.C.A, swim- 


ming class in Winnipeg affiliated with the te Ghcacr. ¢ while in the 


following year the Winnipeg Swimming Club was formed,and life Saving was 


promoted by its members . °° 


In 1911, Havergal College became the first girls' school to 


86 


affiliate with the R.L.S.S. Hamilton, Brantford, Temagami, boys' 





80p 1.8.8, Annual Report, (Ontario: 1958). 


orn Le. 8, Ontario Branch, First Annual Report, 1909, Toronto, 
82 Ibid, 
83 


The Globe and Mail, September 8, 1909. 


84vanitoba Free Press, Saptember (25, 1909. 


95 ibid; geAuguat-27, 1910: 


AO, 1.818) Ontario Branch, Third Annual Report, 1911. 
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private schools, the Boy Scouts and the University of Toronto were all 
soon affiliated with the Rileos, Mr. Cochrane's two daughters, 
Honora and Dorothy, in 1911 became the first Canadian women to gain the 
Award of Merit °° 

Life saving spread quickly across Canada. In 1911 the Manitoba 
branch was formed, °? while in 1912 British Columbia and in 1913 Quebec 


inaugurated branches. ?° 


The Faculty of Education at the University of 
Toronto made life saving compulsory for all of their high school teachers 
taking courses by 1914, but the war forced them to abandon this ex- 
cellent beagteced’ + 

The number of awards issued each year continued to increase and 
in 1918 the R.L.S.S. issued 576 awards, which was 243 more than in 1917. 
Toronto's Central Y.M.C.A. received 77, Royal Military College of Kingston 
got 73 and the Hamilton Y.M.C.A. had 71. Ontario Ladies' College 
received 50 awards and Havergal College Leane The great spread of life 
saving during these years must be attributed to A,L. Cochrane, his 


dedicated associates and institutions such as VIMO. As re echurches 
3 


private camps, private and public schools, Y.W.C.A's. and universities. 


Water Polo 
Prior to 1900 water polo was played in Montreal and Toronto, with 


both cities having several clubs. On several occasions teams from these 


87 Rerridge, OD Cit Uppasens4 


Be eTe 8.8, , Ontario Branch, Third Annual Report, 1911. 


8 °Manitoba Pree Presse, January lae 1911, 


90 oii! 


Berridge, op.cit., pp.23-4, Todds spaced. 


925 e Globe and Mail, January 21, 1918. 
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two cities played in the United States, but usually "had difficulty 


with the American rules ,""29 


In 1900 the Toronto Swimming Club had two water polo teams which 


94 


regularly played exhibition games. As a result of the Toronto club's 


visit to the St. Louis Exposition in 1899, where they played against St. 


25 


Louis and Chicago teams, the Toronto Swimming Club's water polo team 


received an invitation to Boston. The Boston Sportsmen's Association, 
in 1900, sent an invitation to compete against other prominent teams 
from the United States. Toronto decided to send two full teams ,and the 


games were played under the rules of the A.A.A, and were reported to be 


96 


for the American championships. No results were found concerning the 


outcome of this meet. 
During this period several variations of the sport were reported. 


Water baseball was reported as being introduced with great success,»"but 


97 


will not likely supersede water polo. The Globe, in 1901, published 


the following article: 


Novel Water Polo Match - Two boys in each of two 
dinghys on each side will try and knock a water polo ball 
through a goal about 150 yards apart with an oar. The 
competition is open to boys who are relatives of members 
of the Royal Canadian Yacht Club.98 


Little progress appeared to take place in this sport until 1909, 


when the Ontario Water Polo League was organized by the Eastern 


93 6H: op.cit,;, p.334. 


eA the Globe and Mail, May 2, 1900. 


> tbid., October 2, 1899. 26 


97 


Thid., January 3, 1900. 


Ibid., June 29, 1900. %8tbid., August 26, 1901. 
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345 
universities,and games were played at the University of Toronto's pool.?? 
The following year, when the Winnipeg Swimming Club was organized, they 
decided to provide facilities for the game of water polo, 100 In 1911 the 
Manitoba Free Press published the following report on the game: 

Water Polo - since this country adopted the English 

style water polo, the game is now less rough.. It is the 

most strenuous game played and many footballers and 

lacrosse players will not participate. He needs courage 

as well as being an excellent 'waterman'', considering 

that a man may be held under water for eight seconds 

according to the rules, 101 

By 1912, water polo was played as an Intercollegiate sport,and in 
that year McGill won the title.!92 As the Y.M.C.A's. spread across 
Canada and built their indoor pools, then water polo was introduced. In 
1912, water polo was started in Edmonton's new "Y" tank, 103 

During the war no reports were found concerning the game,but in 
1919 in Toronto, the Beaches water polo was defeated by the High Park 
Swimming Club team, 1-0, in an exhibition game at the High Park Mineral 
Baths, 104 The following year the Wilson Water Polo Cup for Winnipeg's 
City championship was first offered. The final was won by Captain 


Rowland's Whales, with the Sharks and Plungers second and the Beavers 


fourth, 1 


99tbid., December 17, 1909. 


100vanitoba Free Press, August 27, 1910. 


lOlinid,, January 21, 1911. 


102nhe Globe and Mail, February 19, 1912. 


1035 dmonton Bulletin, May 18, 1912. 


L04the Globe and Mail, August 21, 1919, 


10 Manitoba Free Press, March 27, 1920. 
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The first report of women playing water polo appeared in 1920 
when, at the West End Y.M.C.A, in Toronto, the Toronto Ladies' Swimming 
Club played a game. The Globe stated that "it is not on record that a 
water polo match has ever been played by girls in Canada,"106 In other 
parts of the world in 1920 the game was highly organized and in that year 
the Olympic Champions - the British team - wanted to tour Canada and the 


United States, but unfortunately the tour was not arranged, 107 


Canoeing 


Prior to 1900, canoeing was as much a social activity as a sport 
and was popular with both men and women athletes. Two provinces, Ontario 
and British Columbia, dominated canoeing in the early period, while the 
Sport was participated in socially across Canada wherever a suitable 
river or lake was to be found. 

In 1900 the Canadian Canoe Association (C.C.A.) was formed at 
Brockville, Ontario, to promote and perpetuate canoeing in Canada; to pro- 
tect it from professionalism; and to establish Dominion championships for 
singles, tandems, fours and war canoes. The founding clubs of the C.C.A. 
included: the Ottawa Canoe Club, Toronto Canoe Club, Lachine Boat Club, 
Kingston Yacht Club, Britannia Boat Club (Montreal), Y.M.C.A. (Brockville), 
Brockville Boat Club, Bohemians (Brockville), Grand Trunk Railway Boat 
Club (Montreal) and the Carleton Place Canoe Club (Toronto) . 198 

By the start of the twentieth century the popularity of canoeing 


had developed in the Maritimes, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba and British 





106the Globe and Mail, May 7, 1920. 


HOP pidre meanest SO 1920, 108thid., May 14, 1900. 
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Columbia. Due to the great distances involved, for British Columbia to 
compete against other provinces their paddlers "tended to restrict their 
activities to local waters, but many avid Winnipeg canoeists were keen 
competitors in national regattas,"'109 The Winnipeg Canoe Club had been 


110 


formed in 1893 and usually held races at the public holiday sports. 


For example, canoe races were held on Dominion Day in 1900, t11 

Canoe races in that period were so popular that they were usually 
included in every aquatic competition. The Ottawa Canoe Club, in 1900, 
held the Canadian Swimming Championships, and they included a war canoe 
race in which Ottawa's fifteen paddlers defeated Montreal's Britannia 
“5 Many clubs held regattas during the summer season. At the 
Orillia Canoe Club's regatta over 1,500 spectators lined the shore of 
Couchiching Beach Park to watch the first of a series of races in 1900. 
A fleet of 200 skiffs, canoes, steam launches and yachts lined the course 
to compete in the various ladies' and men's events, /!3 

Toronto was very active in the sport in 1900 with several clubs 
holding regular competitions. That year the Island Amateur Athletic 
Association held their first series of regattas on their course at Long 
Pond on Centre Island. Over 1,000 spectators were present when the events 
for ladies, boys under fifteen, under eighteen and open were held. One 


week later, at their second regatta, over 1,500 people were present, ¢!4 





10% owell and Howell, op.cit., p.242. 
110 toni toba Free Press, March 23, 1912. 


id? 


1llipid., July 6, 1900. La Presse, July 30, 1900. 


113the Globe and Mail, June 12, 1900. 


bittpid., July 20 and 27, 1900. 
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The first C.C.A, championships were held at Brockville in 1900, 

with the Ottawa Canoe Club winning the singlesand tandem events. The 
Grand Trunk Boat Club won the fours, and the Brockville Bohemians defeated 


Montreal's Britannias in the war canoe race, L15 


The American Canoe 
Association held their annual regatta and camp on Ontario's Muskoka Lake 
and this always led to keen rivalry between Canadian and American 
paddlers, 46 
Charles E, Archibald, the Canadian champion from 1896 to 1899, 
travelled to England early in 1900 to compete against Britain's top 
gadavever't/ Another famous Canadian in 1900 was E.J. Minett of the 
Toronto Rowing Club. He won the International championship at the 
Toronto Canoe Club's races and was presented with the. $500 trophy. 
Minett also held the American Canoe Association's half mile champion- 
ship, 148 
The Winnipeg Canoe Club, in 1901, decided to hold a series of 
regattas, starting on June 6 , and held one every two weeks, 119 That year 
Canadian paddlers took part in the races at the Pan-American Exhibition 
on Park Lake, Buffalo. The Canadians won every event and often filled 
some of the minor placings. Toronto and Montreal were the main clubs 
which competed in those events, 20 
The C.C,A, championships in 1901 were again held at Beodivil Te ahs 
Montreal's Grand Trunk Boat Club won the championship, as well as the 


116 


115 tpid., August 6, 1900. Ibid., August 7, 1900. 


117 118 


Ibid., January 3, 1900. Ibid., September 12, 1900. 


119 anitoba Free Press, May 21, 1901. 


120The Globe and Mail, June 25, 1901. 
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singles and fours titles. The war canoe title was not awarded because 
of a dispute i141 This proved to be fortunate as, in September, 1901, 
arrangements were made to hold the war canoe race for the Championship 
of Canada in Ottawa before the DukeSof Cornwall and York, who were visiting 
Canada during that period. Seven boats entered the race of half a mile 
(straight-away) against the current on the Ottawa river from Kettle 
Island to the front of the Ottawa Canoe Club at Rockliffe. The Grand 
Trunk Boat Club won the race, and after the event the Duke and his party 
rode in a war canoe down a timber slide and watched log rolling contests 
and other doupachebensht4t 

Great expansion in canoeing took place in 1902. The Toronto Canoe 
Club had, at the beginning of the year, over 400 members and by May Ist 
they reported having "100 new members for this season already", and 
claimed to be the largest canoe club in the wer lapse The CeGcAckinci902 
introduced races for seniors, intermediates and juniors in the champion- 
ships at Brockville and the half and one mile war canoe events. The 
Grand Trunk Boat Club again won the Dominion title by capturing most of 
the dvenes nb-* 

The Grand Trunk Club of Montreal again dominated the 1903 champion- 
ships but in 1904 many new clubs, such as St. Stephen and New Edinburgh, 


won events) 42> The senior singles title, in 1904, was won by E. Merrill 


of the New Edinburgh Boat Club of Ottawa and he dominated this event 





22 
Aetna August 12, 1901. : Ibid., September 20 and 24, 1901. 


ee March 5 and May 1, 1902. 
124vMontreal Gazette, Montreal, Quebec, July 2, 1902. 


Ler ohn A, Stothart, "A History of Canoeing in Canada", unpublished 
paper, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.14. 
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Peri line rativedsin1cg9. 7° 


In 1910 Merrill reconsidered his retire- 
mene ae but in that year A. McKenzie of the Toronto Canoe Club rose to 
fame and for the next five years was Canada's top paddler. From 1910 
to 1914 McKenzie won the singles, except for 1911 when Kelly of the Grand 
Trunk won it; he won the tandem with Elliot except for 1914; and the 
fours with the Elliott brothers and Keith on five peceaions.-" The 
Toronto Canoe Club, in this era, was the outstanding club in Canadian 
canoeing. 
In 1912 the Winnipeg Canoeing Club experienced a surge in popularity 
and in twelve months their membership grew from 95 to 201. That same 
year they purchased two new canoes which cost the club $300 plus $50 for 
freighting them from the Rastl This increased interest allowed 
Winnipeg to send representatives to the C.C.A. championships for the first 
time in the club's history. Winnipeg paddlers, Taylor and Leacock, cap- 
tured the Intermediate Tandem,and the club's juniors won the fours in 
that division. /°° 
In response to the "marathon mania'’ which appeared in Canadian 
sport during this period, a 200 mile race was organized along the St. 
Lawrence river by the Montreal canoe clubs in idig The Graham-Brown 


trophy, which was awarded for this event, was won in 1915 by Gamble and 


Durand of the Ottawa Rideau's Club, when they covered the distance in 38 





126144., p.15. 


127 the Globe and Mail, July 19, 1910. 


1285+ othart, Op.c1t,, pp-13717, 


se Manitoba Free Press, March 23, 1912. 


ta 


1301pid,, August 5, 1912. La Presse, July 3, 1914, 
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hours, 38 minutes and 27 seconds. !32 


By 1915 canoeing events were increasing in popularity in many 
areas. In that year one of the first Prairie clubs, the Edmonton Canoe 
Club, became very active and were arranging trips and matches at St. 
Albert, Fort Saskatchewan and various other local gentres./°> Women in 
1915 were active participants in the war canoe events,and Toronto re- 
ported that for the first time in that city a girl's inter-club war 
canoe race was held at the regatta of the Island Aquatic Association 
(I.A.A.) on Long Pond, Centre Island. Balmy Beach girls were defeated 
by the I.A.A. crew by one length over the quarter mile event. Several 
days later, the Parkdale Canoe Club announced that they had a girl's 
crew and offered to race either of the previously mentioned Eres 

The war, after 1915, forced canoeing to be discontinued at most 
levels, and a report in the Manitoba Free Press in 1917 described the 
situation: 

A great campaign waged by the Winnipeg Canoe Club has 

been very successful in its membership drive...paddling 

will be kept alive by the juniors...but the tennis courts 

and club_facilities will be used by the new, older 

members. 

Canoeing was revived after the war,and by 1919 the Canadian cham- 
pionships were again held at Brockville,with A. Ireland of the Island 
Amateur Athletic Association winning the Senior Singles in 1919 and 


1920, 136 One unsavoury aspect which was introduced into canoeing by the 


132vanitoba Free Press, September 6, 1915. 


1335 amonton Bulletin, May 24 and June 24, 1915. 


134the Globe and Mail, July 5 and 8, 1915. 


3 Gh eope Free Press, April 21, 1917. 


136 stothart, op.cit., p.17. 
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1920's was the "gambling and side Petting’ >! on many races. This may 


have been one of the reasons for the sport to diminish in popularity 


later in the twentieth century. 


Rowing 
Prior to 1900 rowing was one of Canada's most popular sports. The 


Royal Canadian Henley had been in operation since the 1870's, 8 Until 
1880 there was no real distinction between amateurs and professionals and 
this situation was finally altered with the formation of the Canadian 
Association of Amateur Oarsmen. !39 During this early period Canada pro- 
duced many fine amateur and professional rowers as, for example, the 


140 


"Paris" crew, Edward Hanlan, Jake Gaudaur and many others. Universities 


had adopted the sport by 1897 when the University of Toronto Rowing Club 
was formed, with Edward Hanlan as its first coach, L41 

By the end of the nineteenth century "professional rowing had 
declined in popularity, but participation and interest in amateur rowing 
had more than taken its bieee, 11 Rowing clubs were Canada-wide in this 
period, extending from Halifax to New Westminster. 

The Boer war, in 1900, had little effect on rowing but some clubs 


lost good oarsmen to the armed forces. The Toronto Rowing Club lost 


Bobby Robinson, who had rowed in the intermediate fours in the Dominion 





137owell and Howell, loc.cit. tse dee pleas, 


139° the Globe and Mail, December 16, 1880. 


NaS ia Op.clt., Pp.-c0o-321. 


14lRobert S, Hunter, Rowing in Canada Since 1848, (Hamilton: Davis 
Lisson, 1933) ;9p7622 


142 cox, op.cit., p.321. 
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Ned Hanlan the first Canadian Sculler to hold the 
world's professional title. 





Lou F. Scholes won the Diamond sculls at Henley-on- 
Thames in 1904 - the highest amateur sculling prize 


“in the world. 
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143 


Day regatta in 1899. Ned Hanlan, probably Canada's greatest oarsman, 


in 1900 accepted the position of coach for Columbia University's rowing 


team; he was reported to be the highest paid coach in the United States 


and had full charge of the crews, 144 


Jake Gaudaur,of Orillia,was the professional world's champion in 
1900 and received many challenges. Some of them were from James Wray, 
an Australian living in England; Towns, the Australian who wanted to 


come to Canada for a 3% mile, $250 a-side race for the world's champion- 


145 


ship; Ned Hanlan, the ex-world champion and R.N. Johnson of Vancouver. 


Of these the one Gaudaur accepted was against Johnson. The race took 


place in Nelson, British Columbia, which was considered to be the best 


: : eee, 146 
course in Canada, and Gaudaur won in a close finish. 


Johnson, later in 1900, defeated Hackett of Seattle in Vancouver 


by nine lengths for the single sculls championship of the Pacific Coast, 


and covered the three miles course in twenty minutes and one secénae/ 


Several days later Hackett announced that the race was a "fake" and he 
received one-third of all the bets won on the race. Johnson tried to 


clear his name by stating he would row Hackett over any three mile course 


in Canada to prove his supervoriey.2 48 


The Lynch brothers, Mike and Mark, of Halifax,in 1900 won the 


143 the Globe and Mail, January 6, 1900. 


Marat tes Peele Strsno! 


TS hea January 2, February 14 and June 16, 1900. 


146 oad), May 28, 1900. 


147 Vancouver World, Vancouver, August 21, 1900. 


148che Globe and Mail, August 25 and 30, 1900. 
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Canadian amateur double-sculls championship by defeating Rice and 


Durnan of Toronto. Mike Lynch, later that year, lost his leg when a 


bone became infected, due to a sprained aanteveae Mark Lynch turned 


professional,and later in 1900 defeated E.D. Rogers of Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, in a three mile race in Halifax before 2,000 spectators, 1?9 
Eddie Durnan, Ned Hanlan's nephew, in 1900 was proclaimed by his 
famous uncle as the next world elvamptonor ¢ As a result of this pub- 
licity Durnan, later that year, was engaged to train the Harlem Boat 


1152 


Club Flyers of New York ''for the next month or so,' which undoubtedly 


should have ended his amateur career. Another ex-Toronto oarsman in 


1900 declared himself a professional, J. Rhumor, just beating the C.A.A.O0. 


in making that décbavatidnst?? 


The Winnipeg Rowing Club, in 1900, was the strongest club in 
Canada, apart from the Eastern organizations. In 1900 Lord Strathcona 


was the club's Patron,and that year he sent $100 to be used for club 


154 


prizes ,and expressed sincere interest in the club. The club held 


several regattas each season and at their summer competition during their 
Exhibition, the Winnipeg Rowing Club defeated, the Toronto Rowing Club 


L 
senior and junior, eights and fours. 22 A Winnipeg four earlier had defeated 


149 ;a1ifax Herald, Halifax, June 25, 1900. 


130 mie Globe and Mail, August 4, 1900. 


Loti opénto Daily Star, Toronto, June 13, 1900. 


152the Globe and Mail, June 30, 1900. 


58 
Tbtd¢y.0Oerobet-9, P1900. 
154vanitoba Free Press, June 4, 1900. 


155 che Globe and Mail, July 28 and 30, 1900. 
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Vancouver crew at Nelson's Water Carnival by five lengths in 8 minutes, 
23 seconds, which was only 8 seconds outside the amateur Pacey oe 
The C.A.A.0. championships were held in Toronto in 1900, and oars- 
men from Vancouver, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Toronto and Hamilton competed, 1?/ 
Len Marsh, who had won the senior singles title in 1899, retained the 


championship that year and, until 19032°8 when Lou Scholes, who won the 


junior singles in 1900, became the senior champion, 1°? 

On the West Coast the North Pacific Association of Amateur Oarsmen 
was operating by 1900 and held its regattas at locations such as 
Vancouver, Victoria, Brentwood, Kelowna, Nelson and Portland, 160 On 
March 7, 1900,rowing in the East received a severe setback when the 
Toronto Rowing Club was destroyed by fire. Thirty boats and all the 
club's trophies and records were destroyed. It was later decided to re- 
build the club on the old site. The disaster did not appear to weaken 
the club's participation in regattas that yrdng a 


Jake Gaudaur, in 1901, sold his business interests in Rat Portage, 


moved to Toronto and commenced serious training to defend his world pro- 


fessional tlt Bent Bt On September 9, he met George Towns of Australia on 
on the Lake-of-the-Woods course . Gaudaur, who was in his mid-forties, 
156 ; 
Manitoba Free Press, July 3, 1900. 
Lae 


Toronto Daily Star, July 2, 1900. 


1>8yunter, Opsever, 'p.40% 
159 
The Globe and Mail, June 30, 1900. 
160; unter, Op, She, jisp.,'93 J 
16line Globe and Mail, March 7 and 12, 1900. 
162 


“Ibid., April 13, 1901. 
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did not have the speed or stamina of his early days and trailed Towns 
for the whole es 
In 1901, Philadelphia held an International regatta, and oarsmen 
from Winnipeg and Toronto Rowing Clubs competed with great success. 
Winnipeg won the intermediate eights and finished second to Toronto in 
the senior eights. At the same regatta Lou Scholes won the intermediate 
ee vementce and later that year defeated Fred Smith to win the Toronto 
Bay singles Be ene 
That same year Halifax staged their thirty-first International 
Regatta on the Northwest Arm course,and James Wray defeated Mark Lynch 
in the professional ae The twenty-second annual regatta of the 
C.A.A.0. was held on the three quarter mile course on Lake Deschenes in 
Ottawa in 1901 under the auspices of the Victoria Yacht ian 
Jake Gaudaur, in 1902, was forced to retire from rowing when he 
broke his right shoulder-blade in a fall during a curling match at Rat 
Portage. The surgeon who attended him stated Jake would never row eosin” 
Lou Scholes continued his successes in 1902, when he won the Asso- 
169 


ciation and Senior Singles at the Harlem Regatta, New York. He de- 


feated C.S. Titus, the United States champion, in both events. Later that 





paar onto Daily Star, September 9, 1901. 


LGcreeta lobe tandinaiie daly s22, 0190 0. 
Ne ge October, le lL90l. 
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Halifax Herald, August 10, 1901. 


167 tHe Globe and Mail, August 5, 1901. 


toe bid. February 24, 1902. 


169 
Toronto Daily Star, May 31, 1902. 
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year Scholes was defeated by Titus in the preliminary heat of the Dia- 
mond Sculls in the Henley Regatta in England. Scholes led all the way 
but was passed only a quarter of a mile from the finish, +/° Lou, on his 


> 


return to Canada, defeated Len Marsh, the singles champion, to retain 


his Toronto Bay eianpionshie , 

The Toronto Argonauts Rowing Club, in 1902, sent their eights to 
the Henley Regatta. They defeated Oxford University in their first race, 
but were defeated by Third Trinity in the fifth heat, the team which even- 
tually won the Grand Challenge Gap. oi Later that year the Henley 


Regatta stewards announced that professional coaches were not to be per- 


mitted on the course one month prior to the events in 1903, 173 


The C.A.A.0., in 1903, decided to affiliate with the Amateur 


Rowing Association of England in an effort to get more official recognition 


for their athletes when they competed in fee The Winnipeg club 


continued their active program in 1902 and sent a fours crew to the 


National Regatta at Worcester, Massachusetts, and won the senior fours 


. 1 
championship of America for the third time in the club's history. ws 


That year,McGill University made an announcement that they wanted 
to organize a rowing club, but no further mention was made of its formation 


for several eee By 1902 the Toronto Rowing Club had overcome the 


1700ne Globe and Mail,-July 8, 1902. 


dd hid’, iseptemher, J) 1002 4 1. ihidin ule gt louana 11) 902) 


173 toronto Daily Star, December 15, 1902. 


17406 Globe and Mail, January 24, 1903. 


M>Manitobs Free Press, August 9, 1902. 


176tne Globe and Mail, February 28, 1902. 
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fire which destroyed their property and had ''193 members and money in 


the onions 


The C.A.A.0., in 1903, made one of their most significant con- 


tributions to Canadian rowing,when they decided to set up a permanent 


Canadian Henley course on the Welland Canal at St. Catharines. 78 To 


help in establishing the course the St. Catharines City Council gave 


LZS 


$2,500 to the C.A.A.0. On April 2, 1903 the St. Catharines Rowing 


Club was organized and was to become one of the strongest clubs in Canada 
‘ 180 
in later years. 

Lou Scholes, in 1903, won three major senior singles titles: 


Toronto's Dominion Day Regatta, the Canadian Henley at St. Catharines and 


: : : 181 
the National Association title in Worcester, Massachusetts. At the 


National titles in Worcester, Winnipeg again won the fours with C.S. 


Riley their stroke, and that year added the eights title to their growing 


182 
supremacy. 


Edward Hanlan appeared to be successful at Columbia University as, 
in 1903, his senior eights won the Harlem regatta, but several weeks later 


it was announced that his services as the rowing coach "will be dispensed 


witha tno. 


Lou Scholes, in 1904, became Canada's most famous amateur oarsman 


up to that period. The Toronto Rowing Club, at their sixty “third annual 


177TH 14., March.33.1902 : tf euanter, op.eit., prod, 


112 Fhe Globe and Mail, April 7, 1903. 
PVE pene Op. Git ..9 1683 


181i Globe and Mail, July 2, August 10 and 17, 1903. 


LeeR aitaba Free Press, August 15 and 17, 1903. 


183 mhe Globe .and Mail, june 1 and July 11, 1903. 
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meeting in 1904, decided to send Lou to England to compete in the Henley 
Diamond Beans 286 Rowing splendidly, Scholes defeated A.H. Cloutte in 
the record time of 8 minutes, 23-1/5 seconds (the old record was 8 
minutes, 29 seconds), to become the first Canadian to win this ee, 
On his return to Toronto, Scholes was given a civic reception with an 
estimated crowd of 80 to 90 thousand people turning out to honour 
their new gone. FP 

Scholes did not compete in the Canadian Henley singles ,which was 
won by Greer of Boston, but he did pair with Fred Smith of Toronto to win 


the doubles inzapronsnips- ©! 


In 1904, the Winnipeg fours crew also 
travelled to the English Henley and were defeated in the final of the 
Steward's Cup by the Third Trinity drdy. TRE The Winnipeg crew, after 
Henley, toured England and won three major races: The Kingston-on-Thames 
regatta, the Thames Senior Cup at the Metropolitan regatta at Putney and 
the Thames Rowing Cup at the same eectetatar: 
Canada was represented at the 1904 St. Louis Olympics in the eights 
event by: Bailey, A. Allen, G. Reiffenstein, C. Rice, Burchill, Wadsworth, 
D. MacKenzie, J. Wright and coxwain N. Bastedo. They defeated Norway but 
were beaten by the Vesper eight from Philadelphia, which had won the 1900 


Paris Oeyptes 429 





184 7 5ronto Daily Star, March 5, 1904. 


185the Globe and Mail, July 8, 1904. 


6 
Edmonton Bulletin, July 29, 1904. 


LET rhe Globe and Mail, August 8, 1904. 


Se amon Ean Bulletin, July 8, 1904. 


189;he Globe and Mail, July 11, 15 and 18, 1904. 
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The Winnipeg Rowing Club, in 1905, continued to dominate the 


International regatta held at Duluth, but were, surprisingly, beaten in 


the senior Batis Hitt At the Canadian Henley at St. Catharines later that 


year their fours were able to regain their lost prestige by winning the 


Dominion et dered 


The Maritime provinces held their championships in Halifax. 
William Duggan of St. Joseph's Club defeated the title holder, John 


O'Neil of St. Mary's A.A.A,, in the senior singles event. In the fours 


St. Mary's narrowly defeated North Starts from Lornes and Northwest Arm 


clubs. The Lornes Rowing Club, which had been overall champion for the 


past five years, finished last in the regatta genase O'Neil later 


travelled to Philadelphia to compete in the American Henley and won the 


1 
Association Single Sculls event. 24 


In 1905, Eddie Durnan started one of the most amazing sequences of 
wins in rowing history. He defeated Tom Sullivan, a New Zealander who 


held the American professional championship, on Toronto Bay by fifteen 


lengths to win the title and the $1,000 a-side age PALM Eddie Durnan 


was to hold the American title for the next twenty-one years, 1905 to 


196 
1926. 


Ned Hanlan, in 1905, was reported to be the new Toronto Dons' 


19lvanitoba Free >Prese., WJuly. 255 1905. 


192 fd. Gimiauend Maitaos! 


LOS Pisce: Herald, August 21, 1905. 


94 
Manitoba Free Press, September 5, 1905. 
195me Globe and Mail, August 24, 1905. 


196n unter, Oprete.5: p.8s8 
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Rowing Club coach,but later that year was offered $12,500 to manage the 
Cincinnati Rowing elupea’ 4 Unfortunately Hanlan was not able to benefit 
from his year's hard work because, on January 4, 1908, he died of pneu- 


Tey : 19 
monia in his Toronto home. 8 


The Toronto Argonauts, in 1906, sent an eights crew to the English 
Henley, and, after defeating Third Trinity and the Thames Rowing Club, were 
narrowly beaten by the Club Nautique de Gand (Rowing Club of Ghent) of 
Belgium in the final of the Grand Gauiecheches The stewards of the 
Henley Regatta later that year announced that no further entrants would 
be taken from countries like America and Australia, until they affiliated 
with their English Sheed atone 

Eph McGee of the Toronto Rowing Club won the Canadian Henley 
singles title for the second time in 1906, while the Toronto Argonauts 
eights had little difficulty in winning that eeaniendhaw ce ie G.A.A.0.5 
by 1907;had 25 clubs in their organization, all of which were affiliated 


with the cent a, 794 


In 1906, one of Canada's most successful and 
popular oarsmen, Joe Wright of the Toronto Rowing Club, retired to take 
up the coaching position in that club. He held that position utes, Lok5), 
when he accepted the job of head rowing coach for Pennsylvania University, 
where he remained until 1925, during which time he led them to an impres- 


; : 203 
sive string of victories. 





97 
The Globe and Mail, June 11, 1905. 


LB stay, Otandary 4, 92908. Lo 2chid.- dulyes, 4 end 6.1906. 


200 201 


Ibid., December 17, 1906. Hunter, op.cit., pp.54-6. 


2025 dmonton Bulletin, May 2, 1907. 


203,,unter, op.cit., p.5l. 
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The Prairies, in 1906, started to show greater interest in the 
sport. Prince Rupert, in that year, formed a rowing club, and The Globe 


reported ''the first sporting event at Prince Rupert was a rowing 


204 


regatta." The same year the Regina Boat Club was formed,probably only 


as a "paddling and sailing club"', but by 1910 the club had regular rowing 


regattas,-> The following year a new rowing club was inaugurated in 


Ottawa, at Britannia Bay on Lake Deschenes 170° In Winnipeg the sport had 


developed rapidly,and in 1907 a new club was built about one mile up the 


Red fet erage 


Eddie Durnan, in 1907, in an effort to capture the world's pro- 
fessional title from Towns, travelled to Australia for the race, but was 


208 


defeated by three lengths. Later that year he defeated Jake Gaudaur 


(who came out of retirement for this race) in two out of three heats at 
209 
Hallebury, for a purse of $500. 

Lou Scholes, who had not been active in rowing for three years, 
decided in 1908 to try for a place on Canada's team for the Olympic 
Regatta. He easily defeated John O'Neal, the Maritimes champion, in the 
Olympic trials at St. Catharines and was selected with W. Bowler (the 1907 
Canadian Singles champicn)to represent Ganedaucee The Toronto Argonauts 
eights crew were also selected to attend the London Olympics. 

Both Bowler and Scholes were eliminated in the singles, while 

204 , 
The Globe and Mail, November 26, 1906. 


205uunter, opscit.s; p.92. 


206 207 


Ibid., p.67. Ibid., p.90. 
208the Globe and Mail, March 4, 1907. 


aC htdgloAuguat 26111902, 210; ,4d., June 26 and 27, 1908. 
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F. Toms and N. Jackes were unsuccessful in the pairs. The Argos were 
beaten by the Leander Rowing Club of England, which eventually won the 


gold medal,-1} 


In 1909 George Price, the bow oarman of the famous Paris crew, 
died in Halifax at the age of seventy years; his death left Elijah Ross of 
St. John, New Brunswick, as the only surviving member of that famous 
ene An interesting article in The Globe, in 1908 stated that a 
ladies' singles event was to be included in the Dons regatta in Toronto 
later that seaeanees 
Banff held its first regatta on the Second Vermillion Lake, 
under the auspices of the Banff Boating Club, in 1908. There were seven 
events, including a half mile sculling pairs race - with a man and a 
woman - and over $100 in prize Seceeh ge” Although rowing was very popular, 
other sports occasionally replaced it. The Grand Trunk Rowing Club was 
founded in 1878, but in 1908 they decided that canoeing was more popular 
with its members, and turned exclusively to that spon 
Lou Scholes won the last race of his career in 1909,when he de- 
feated Des Brisay at Nelson, British Columbia. That year, another young 


Toronto oarsman, Jimmy Cosgrove of the Argonauts, finished first in the 


three singles titles (senior, intermediate and junior), at St. Catharines .716 





all meer, Op. cit. pp. 11354, 


*12yalifax Herald, March 27, 1909. 
213 
The Globe and Mail, August zo, L908. 


214 
The Banff Crag and Canyon, Banff, July 4, 1908. 


215yunter, Op. ChE. 8D. 19). 


210088 Globe and Mail, August 2, 1909. 
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The next year he travelled to England for the Diamond sculls, but was 
defeated in the first eae oe The Winnipeg fours also entered the 
Henley Steward's Cup and proved to be the 1910 champions by defeating 
Mayence Rowing Club of England and the German crew. That was the first 
time a non-English crew had won that aeons 

The Toronto Rowing Club oarsman, E.B. Butler, retained his Canadian 
singles title in WL Eeon. as well as the Senior singles at the Faerie ve 
regatta in paige shies while at the National regatta at Saratoga he 
won the Association and Senior singles. The Argonaut Club won six of 
the twelve events at the Saratoga edddtta 190: In that same year three 
Canadian crews entered the English Henley regatta: Ottawa's fours and 
eights and Winnipeg's fours, but without any Meeaeet set 

Winnipeg Rowing Club, in 1911, purchased seven new shells and 
decided to send many crews east and south to the various North American 
Peeatecae 7 Their results that year were spectacular, and at the Inter- 
national regatta in Duluth they won eight of the eleven events. Con 
Riley, the famous Winnipeg oarsman, was elected President of the North- 
western International Rowing Association in 1911, and this group decided to 
224 


hold their next regatta in Winnipeg. The clubs which comprised the 


association's membership were as follows: Winnipeg Rowing Club, Minnesota 





217tbid., July 5, 1910. 


218 janitoba Free Press, July 8, 1910. 


219uunter, op.cit., p.40. 


2 
Oohe Globe and Mail, July 5, 1911, 


ae tia July 29 and 31, 1911, 


222,444., July 8, 1911. 434d.) April 7,. 1911. 


o2 Fant coba Pree bress, July 24, 1911. 
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Boat Club of St. Paul, Duluth Boat Club, Kenora Boat Club, Port Arthur 


Rowing Club, Fort William Rowing Club, Regina Boat Club, Pine Falls 
Rowing Club and Minneapolis Rowing Cibeore 

In 1912 and 1913 Winnipeg continued to dominate the international 
ee The situation as far as rowing was concerned in British 


Columbia was described,as follows, by Boam: 


The Vancouver Rowing Club is situated on the waters 
of Burrard Inlet and the sheltered reaches of the North 
Arm of Coal Harbour, and is a popular sport. Interior 
B.C. has even better opportunities for this sport on the 
various lakes in the Okanagan and Kootenay Valleys. Most 
of the larger towns on their shores hold regattas during 
each year. 


The Vancouver R.C. can hold 250 boats and canoes.... 
The club holds monthly regattas - ladies included - under 
the auspices of the North Pacific Association of Amateur 
Oarsmen. The Vancouver now has 450 members. 
The C.A.A.O, affiliated with the A.A.U.of C. in 1912, giving 


Canadian oarsmen more recognition in the National amateur body.*2® Os 


Butler and the Argonauts eights travelled to Sweden for the Stockholm 
Olympics, and enroute they competed at the Henley Regatta in England with 


Ps 
Peeote cutee’ a ; Butler finished third in the singles event to win the 


bronze medal, but the Argos were easily de febteama’ 


At St.Catharines, at the Canadian Henley, Robert Dibble of the Toronto 


Dons won the senior, intermediate and junior singles titles, defeating 





25 
Hunter, op.cit., p.90. coc uowe dl and Howell, op.cit., pp.235-6. 


rene J. Boam, British Columbia,(London: Sells Limited, 1912), 
pp.464-5. 
228 
Minutes of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.18. 
229 ce Globe and Mail, July 4 and 5, 1912. 
230 


Ferenc Mezo, The Modern Olympic Games, (Budapest: Pannonia 
Press, 1956), p.128. 
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Butler in the senior eveyes Dibble later held this title up to and 


including 1920 (not including 1916-19, because of the war) .->* Eddie 


Durnan, in 1912, was still trying to win the world's championship. He 
challenged the new champion, Ernest Barry of England, but was defeated 


by two lengths in their Putney to Mortlake race on the Thames river in 


mretend, Gr 


In recognition of their great record during this period, Sir 


Thomas Lipton presented a $5,000 Cup to the Winnipeg Rowing Club, for 


international competition on the Red River for either eights or pours ae 


As a demonstration of Sir Thomas Lipton's acknowledgement of their ability, 


the Winnipeg Rowing Club won the senior eights and fours at St. Catharines 


in 1913, while Culver finished second to Dibble in the singles event.22° 


Another new club, the Kelowna Rowing Club, was formed in 1913 and held 


annual regattas which became very popular during this an eeen Portage la 


Prairie Rowing Club was also formed just prior to the First World Wine 


Further west the Seba Beach regatta, in Alberta was inaugurated in 1913 


238 
and had rowing races as well as swimming and motor boat events. 


The first Lipton Cup race was won by the Duluth club in 1914 at the 


Z 
Northwestern International regatta in Kenora. a7 That year Dibble and 


ee unhe Globe and Mail, August 5, 1912. ee fopviciieng p.56. 


233 the Globe and Mail, October 15, 1912. 


234uanitoba Free Press, November 6, 1912. 


236 
2 Sor Hale, August 4, 1913. Hunter, op.cit., p.132. 
237 bahia p £92r, 
238 , 
Edmonton Bulletin, July 16, 1914. 
239 


Manitoba Free Press, July 27, 1914. 
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Winnipeg's eights competed in the Henley Regatta, England, but without 
240 
any success, The Globe, in 1914, published the following article 
paying tribute to one of rowing's "greats": 
Honorary coach, Joe Wright of the Argonauts Rowing 

Club has been decorated with a commemorative medal by 

King Gustave V of Sweden - for his interest and activities 

in rowing as exemplified by the _ competition of the Argos 

crew in the Olympics [1912] . 

In 1915 the last pre-war Canadian championships were held, with 

242 
Toronto clubs capturing all the titles. Dibble continued his dominance 
over North American rowing when he became the first man to win the 
United States National Singles title for the third time at Springfield, 
243 
Massachusetts. Bob Dibble also won the Canadian Singles title at St. 
Catharines, and at that regatta $1,300 was raised for the Red Cross to 
. ; : 244 

help Canadian soliders in the war. 

In 1916, the C.A.A.0. decided to cancel future Canadian Henley 

245 

Feeattas Until”atter the war. Many oarsmen enlisted during this 
period and Lieutenant Lou Scholes, took over the duty of organizing the 
soldiers' sports from Captain Flanagan (Longboat's original manager) 
in the Toronto area.Because of a broken ankle Scholes, was unable to 


246 
be sent overseas, The following year Lieutenant Bob Dibble was 


wounded and after a period of recuperation was appointed Flanagan's 


} 247 
assistant. 
21On aE Globe and Mail, July 4, 1914. 
241 242 
Ibid. , October 26, 1914. Cold. auetstry, 1915, 
24 
2S tHe (Gl August 16, 1915. 1819: October 7, 1915. 


4 
7H MSE En eurretin, April 7, 1916. 


6 
¥ The Globe and Mail, December 5, 1916. 
247 thid., February 3, 1917 and February 1, 1918. 
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Rowing clubs, like many sports organizations, suffered heavy 
casualties during the war. For example, the Winnipeg Rowing Club had 
nearly 200 members in the army with 25 wounded, 20 killed and 10 
decondtedy-th while the Vancouver Rowing Club had 152 of their 187 
members in the army, and 26 were killed. Theswar did notastop,all 
rowing events, as Eddie Durnan continued to row challenge matches up 
until 1918 when he retired, after a reported thirty years of rowing, 
still holding the American professional title. 

One other disastrous effect of the war on Canadian rowing should 
be mentioned, even though it was only related indirectly. As a result of 
the great explosion in the Halifax harbour, three clubs, which were pro- 
minent prior to 1917, St. Joseph's, Resolute and NonthsStan,~didp,not 
reorganize. 

Sons of two famous oarsmen staged a race for the "Patriotic Cause" 
in 1918, when Johnny Durnan raced against Hanlon Hackett of Minnesota. 
Both were sixteen years of Firs It appeared for awhile that Johnny 
Durnan would really follow in the footsteps of his famous father and 
uncle. In 1919 at the Canadian Henley championships he won the junior 
and intermediate titles and finished second to Dibble in the senior 
den BiedteT After that, Johnny did not capture any other Canadian 


254 
titles until 1924, when he won all three singles championships. 





248uanitoba Free Press, March 27, 191/. 


2 AM OIEOR Bulletin, January 16, 1918. 


290 The Globe and Mail, February 26, 1918. 
2 
Sinker, ObeSlt dS). 


252 
The Globe and Mail, June 8, 1918. 


2531bid., July 26 and 28, 1919. 7° ‘Hunter, op.cit., p.56. 
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In 1919, the Diamond Sculls were withdrawn, and the Henley stewards 
decided that only crews from allied countries could compete in the eights 
255 
event. Winnipeg Rowing Club were quick to get under way after the 


256 AE 


war and, by the summer of 1919, were back into regular training. 
the C.A.A.0's first post-war meeting at St. Catharines, in 1919, they 
decided to send "All-Canadian" crews in the eights and fours events to 
the Antwerp Olympics in ike Noe 
The University of Toronto, in 1920, revived its rowing club and 
decided to compete in the Canadian Henley at St. Catharines that Wear." 
The Canadian Henley regatta in 1920 was highly successful and the 
Canadian oarsmen completely dominated, with United States crews winning 
only one of the fifteen events. The University of Toronto teams won both 
the senior and junior eights.7>” 
The Northwestern International Regatta was held in Winnipeg, in 
1920, and 28 crews Se to mark the return of the popularity of 
rowing. Winnipeg and Duluth shared the honours of the championships, 
signifying a decline in the superiority of the Winnipeg i Nbd 
Earlier that year Bob Dibble had gone to Philadelphia to take part in the 
People's Regatta. Before 20,000 spectators he was narrowly beaten by 


John B. Kelly of the Vesper Boat Ciupeees 


255 che Globe and Mail, April 5, 1919. 
25o nt Cola Free Press, April 8, 1919. Juba sheths TuUseeco, LOLS, 
258 


The Globe and Mail, January 24, 1920. 


259 roronto Daily Star, August 1 and 2, 1920. 


260Manitoba Free Press, August 7, 1920. 


26lote Glébe and Mall. July 6,—-1920- 
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The Canadian rowing team, in the 1920 Antwerp Olympics, was under 
the guidance of coach Joe Wright. In the fours competition the crew was 
forced to row with a damaged rigger, but even so put up a creditable 
performance but were unable to win a nedel ac 

By 1920 rowing across Canada had regained much of its pre-war 
popularity in the amateur ranks. The professional oarsmen and pro- 
fessional events in Canada almost completely died out when Eddie Durnan 
retired in 1918. Rowing after the war suffered, as did other sports, 


due to the rising popularity of other summer sports and recreational 


pursuits. 


Yachting and Sailing 

A distinetion should be made between yachting and sailing,as they 
are often discussed simultaneously. Yachting referred to the larger, 
more expensive and obviously upper-class craft, which were very popular 
prior to 1900. Sailing started its rise to popularity in 1898 when J. 
Wilton Morse designed and constructed the first clinker-built sailing 


aeaehyee 


This resulted in the development of 12, 14, 16 and 18 foot 
craft» which rapidly became popular and allowed the middle class to enter 
this sport by 1900. 

Prior to the start of the twentieth century, yachting was highly 
organized and popular in Ontario, Quebec, the Maritimes and British 


Columbia. Many trophies were competed for in that era by Canadian and 


United States boats. These competitions tended to take place in a north 





262v i nutes of the 1920 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.l/7. 


2630 4. d, Snider, Annals of the Royal Canadian Yacht Club - 1852- 
1937, (Toronto: Rous and Mann Limited, 1937), p.124. 
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Rowing in Vancouver during this era. Dimly in the 
background is the old Denman Arena on Vancouver's 
Georgia Street, the second of the world's first two 
artificial ice arenas, built by the Patrick brothers. 
Lester built ome im Victoria in 1911, then Frank 
followed with this 10,000 seater in Vancouver. 





Fig. 60. A sailing regatta on Buffalo Lake, Alberta in 1900. 
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Sif). 
and south direction rather than east-west, or across Canada. 


The Lake Yacht Racing Association (L.Y.R.A.), in 1900, included 
the following clubs: Bay of Quinte, Oswego, Royal Canadian Yacht Club 
(R.C.Y.C.) of Toronto, Queen City of Toronto, Royal Hamilton Yacht Club 
(R.H.Y.C.), Victoria (Hamilton), Kingston and Buffalo.2°4 This 
organization was very powerful and held a great number of regattas in 
that era. That year they held their annual regatta at Coburg and many 
yachts from Hamilton, Toronto, Kingston and Rochester gathered to take 
part in the various races .2°> 

Other areas across Canada reported holding regattas or races in 
1900. In Fredericton, New Brunswick, the first of a series of yacht 
races was won by Mr. Wiley's Kipling, with Mr. Ganang's Asthare a close 
Ey ae In that year the yacht of the St. Lawrence Club of Montreal, 
Red Coat, defeated the Minnesota,of the White Bear Club of St. Paul, in 
their three races on Lake St. Louis to retain the Seawanhaka ferred 

During 1900 several trophies were contested for by eastern yachts. 
For example: the R.C.Y.C's. race for the Murray Cup was a handicap race 
instead of the usual time allowance from Toronto to Oakville,and Vreda 
won the 22 mile race.7°8 ‘That same season Vreda also won the Lansdowne 


Cup (presented in 1887 by Lord Lansdowne, Governor-General of Canada) .26? 


opt ie, Grant, History of the Lake Yacht Racing Association 1884- 
1962, (Don Mills, Ontario: Lake Yacht Racing Association, 1962), p.9. 


2650ne Globe and Mail, July 24, 1900. 


266the Reporter and Fredericton Advocate, Fredericton, June 27, 1900. 


267vMontreal Gazette, Montreal, August 4, 6 and 7, 1900. 


268mne Globe and Mail, July 9, 1900. 
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The Merrythought, owned by A, Jarvis, in 1900 won the Queen's Cup 
(presented by Queen Victoria in 1891), a race on a 21 mile triangular 
course in the open lake, and the same season won the Prince of Wales' 
Cup (presented by Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII, 
in 18605 on the triangular course off Toronto's Centre Island. Mr. 


Jarvis repeated his success in Merrythought in the 1901 Prince of Wales' 


cap 1? 


The Fisher Cup, along with the Canada and the Seawanhaka Cups, 
were probably the most important yachting trophies in that period. In 


1900, the Minota defeated the Beaver for the right to represent Canada 


27% 


against the American yacht Genesee. The event was staged at Charlotte, 


New York, with the Genesee winning in two straight races to retain the 


Bp The R.C.Y.C. issued an official challenge on November 14, 1900, 


to the Chicago Yacht Club for the Canada Cup in 1901. The Rochester 


Chicago club's Genesee had won the cup in 1899 when it defeated the 


Canadian yacht Beavetie © 


Sailing continued its popularity in 1900 and the R.C.Y.C. appointed 


a 'Sailine Committee...to take charge of the interests of the small boat 
g g 


Par eE: 


class and to arrange additional races for this class. That same 


month, in Toronto, the National Skiff Club held their first monthly 


meeting of 1900.77° The Sailing Committee of the R.C.Y.C. did an excellent 


270m Globe and Mail, August 2, 1900. 7! 


Grant, Op,cit., p.266. 


272me Globe and Mail, September 1, 1900. 


273 toronto Daily Star, September 10, 1900. 


274 the Globe and Mail, January 6, 1900. 


275 1pid,, January 16,1900. 
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job that year and in June the first of a series of mid-weekly races for 


the new 16 foot class was He Binge, © 


The Rochester Yacht Club of Chicago accepted the challenge for 
the Canada Cup and, on August 11, 1901, the first race took place at 


Chicago between Cadillac, the defender, and Invader (of R.C.Y.C.), the 


etd 


challenger. An early report in The Globe indicated that "not since 


the first Canada Cup race in 1896 has there been as much interest as of 


278 


this year." The series of races was very exciting with Cadillac 


winning the first, Invader the second and the fourth, while in the third 
race Cadillac was disqualified for interference. The newspaper headlines 


in The Globe on August 15, 1901, read, "The Canada Cup Comes Back" with a 


score of 3-1 in their matehs <2 


Canadian yachts continued to dominate the Seawanhaka Cup, in 1901, 
when the Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club's defender, Senneville, defeated 
ine Eneplisha challenger Grey Friar, over the 12 mile course on St. Louis 


Lake in Ric batece The R.C.Y.C. of Toronto, in 1901, claimed to be "the 


; , 281 
most extensive fresh water yacht club in the world", and, to demonstrate 


the validity of this statement, they won all the events at the Buffalo 


Yacht Club's regatta that sea sounene 


21 © Tindede LdntenielG ,ecQ00a 


dT rpsem ep Daily Star, August 12, 1901. 


278 the Globe and Mail, April 29, 1901. 


247 ids. Wuguak. 129, 15, 1907. 


“BO ne tedl Gazette, July 25, 26 and 29, 1901. 


Bir eeonte Daily Star, March 15, 1901. 


282 the Globe and Mail, August 1, 1901. 
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During this period the most famous yachting event in the world 
was for the America's Cup. This Cup was for international challenge 
races and was dominated by the United States. Sir Thomas Lipton, the 
English millionaire, made many attempts to capture it, with his series 
of Shamrock yachts, but was unable to match the American yachts on their 
home waters. Yachting was developing into this type of "millionaire" 
Sport in Canada. In 1901 the champion Canadian yacht, Minota, was sold 
to Captain Aitken of Chicago for $1,000, which was less than one-third 
of its actual value it? 

Yachting attracted some unusual participants during this period . 
in” 1902 The Globe reported that the Reverend Father Whitcombe of 
Toronto was having a 30 foot yawl built for himself in Hamilton. 2°4 
Manitoba's interest in yachting had developed sufficiently for the for- 
mation of the Lake of the Woods Yacht Club, which held its first regatta 
at Keewatin in 1902,785 

One aspect of yachting appeared in 1902 ,which occasioned consider- 
able ill-feeling between Canada and the United States. In the Seawanhaka 
Cup races against the St. Lawrence Yacht Club's Trident, the Tecumseh of 


the Bridgepoint Club (United States) was sailed by a professional crew. 


The Trident eventually retained the Cup,but the newspapers gave the 





Americans considerable adverse publicity ,7°6 
In 1903 Thorella II retained the Seawanhaka cup, 78! while the 
283 id., May 9, 1901. 2847 id. March 10, 1902. 
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Manitoba Free Press, July 31, 1905. 


286mhe Globe and Mail, August 8 to 12, 1902, 


287 Montreal Gazette, August 2, 1903, 
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Strathcona was defeated by Irondequoit of the R.Y.C. for the Canada 


tet ewte The Strathcona,of the R.C.Y.C., later won the Prince of Wales' 


Cup on Toronto ype This yacht, owned by Mr. Norman Macrae of the 


R.C.Y.C., produced some remarkable performances over this period and won 


the Queen's Cup three times and the Lorne Cup nine ie 0 


The Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club's yacht, Noora, defeated White 


Bear of the St. Paul's White Bear Yacht Club and so retained the Seawan- 


Zot 


haka Cup in 1904. The following year the American yacht, Manchester, 


of the Manchester Yacht Club (New Haven), defeated the St. Lawrence 


club's yacht Alexandra, in three straight races on Lake St. Joseph 


3,292 


(Quebec) to win the Seawanhaka Cup for the first time since 189 In 


order to demonstrate their rising power further, the Rov, S. tfoquois, 


in 1905, defeated the R.C.Y.C's. Temeraire at Rochester to retain the 


Canada Capee? 


By 1905 the Lake of the Woods regatta had achieved international 
recognition. Their fourth regatta that year had nineteen boats taking 
part, which was the largest complement in the club's history. As well as 


the yacht class, races in "cat boat", "dinghy" and'bastien" classes were 


29 
held. 


In 1906, Zoraya, of the R.C.Y.C., defeated Iroquois of the R.Y.C. 


at Charlotte, New York, to win the Fisher Cup, which was reported to be 


—— EERE 


288crant, Op. ¢it., peels. 


289 The Globe and Mail, September 14, 1903. 


290crant, OpeGitvegp. 13h. 


29 lth. Globe and Mail, August 11, 1904. 


2927 amon ton Bulletin, August 1, 1905. 


293Grant, Op. GlLts, p.2/3s A and Lobe Free Press, July 31, 1905. 
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the oldest fresh water yachting trophy in North America.2?° Rover, the 
Hamilton Yacht Club's boat, in 1906, finished third in the Lipton Cup 
(donated by Sir Thomas Lipton in 1903 and valued at $2,500) at Chicago, 


296 


with the Rochester club taking first place. That same year the Lake 


Yacht Racing Association adopted the measurement rules of the Yacht 
Racing Union of the Great BAlcosder | This resulted in uniform rules in 
eastern North America and helped open the way for an increase in 
international competition. 

British Columbia's Lieutenant Governor Dunsmuir, in 1907, presented 
a trophy to the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club for international competition. 
The first race took place at the Northwestern International Yacht Racing 
Association's regatta in Seattie that year. The course was a 23 mile 
triangle, and many clubs from the Puget Sound and British Columbia waters 
competed . That year the Cup was won by the Americans. The trophy was 
called the Alexandra's eipatee 

Membership in Canada's largest yacht club, the Royal Canadian 
Yacht Club of Toronto, in 1907, reached 1,453 members. That year the 
Canada Cup was raced for by R.C.Y.C's. Adele, which was the challenger, 
and Rochester Yacht Club's Seneca at Chicago. Seneca had no trouble in 


299 


retaining the trophy in three straight races. Canada was not to 


challenge for this trophy again until 1930, but was still unable to cap- 


ture it, 20° 


295 the Globe and Mail, August 14, 1906. 


29 thid., August 22, 1906. a 24S i dex, (ogres eters onhe Va 


298ianitoba Free Press ,~March*29;°1907. 


299 The Globe and Mail, August 29, 1907. 300G rant, Cpeettr, EPP. see. 
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The Alexandra's Cup or, as it was called, the Dunsmuir Cup, was 
won by a British Columbia yacht in 1908,and in the following year a dis- 
pute over the use of a boat which was too large brought the competition 


toa saws Cok 


The Day Cup was inaugurated in 1908 by Thomas Fleming Day, editor 
of the Rudder. The race was under the auspices of the Eastern Yacht 
Racing Circuit - was from Hamilton to Chaumont, a distance of 190 
miles and was open to all clubs on Lake Ontario. Sixteen yachts entered 
that year and Genesee, of the Rochester Yacht Club, was the first to win 
the trophy. Invader of the Hamilton club was third, 292 

Yachting continued to be popular on the West Coast,and, by 1910, 
the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club had some 400 vessels owned by their 


303 


members. In the East the American yachts continued to dominate the 


Seawanhaka Cup, when the defender, Massachusetts, defeated the challenger, 


304 


St. Lawrence, in three straight races at Chicago. The following year 


the Yacht Racing Union of the Great Lakes officially eliminated the 

Canada Cup competition "on account of Rochester Yacht Club's unsportsman- 

like policy."' A new international competition was established with a 

trophy presented by Commodore S,.0, Richardson of the Toledo Yacht Club . 39> 
Sailing continued to increase in popularity and, in 1911, the Lake 


Skiff Sailing Association staged their annual regatta on Toronto Bay, with 


a large number of boats taking pares oo British Columbia was a popular 


301 Bley, 


Boam, op.cit., p.464. Snider.s loc .cit, 


303 Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.245. 


304The Globe and Mail, July 29, 1910. 


S027 bidu, Julyyil, 1911. aUO hid meanest, 1911. 
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area for this new sport. The blue waters of the Gulf of Georgia afforded 
excellent sailing grounds for the many boats owned by the residents of 


Vancouver and Victoria and, during the summer months, sailing was a 


popular pastime on the Pacific Coast 207 


Around 1912 women became actively interested in the sport of 
Sailing. At the Lake of the Woods regatta that year Miss Peters, in her 


boat Jen Jur, won the Macara Cup for cat boats and dinghies under 18 


308 
feet. At the same regatta the Canadian yacht Patricia won the Inter- 


national Championship of the Great Lakes, when she defeated the American 


boat Michicago.>0? 


The R.C.Y.C. yacht Nirwana won the George Cup (which replaced the 
310 


> 


Canada Cup) in 1912 by defeating Watertowmnof the WatertownYacht Club 


and the following two years retained the Cup by defeating Neagha at 


alt 


Picton. The Prairies, by 1913, had become interested in sailing 


events, and, in that year, the Seba Beach Boating Club held their first 


annual regatta, at which many forms of aquatic events, including sailing, 


took place, for boys, women and Sleeae 


Competitive sailing and yachting, from 1914 to 1918, was virtually 
non-existent in Canada, as the demand for experienced sailors was par- 
ticularly high. For example, the R.C.Y.C. had over 450 members in 


uniform, and their honour roll showed that 59 lost their fie which 


3075 am, FOG JC. t. 


308Manitoba Free Press, August b3; 1912. 


S07 RISE neeaenss Holo: 310¢rant, op.cit., p.158. 


31lthe Globe and Mail, July 10, 1913 and July 11, 1914. 


312pamonton Bulletins’ July 16, 1914. 


313¢rant, OD pee seep ecine 
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was a very high percentage for any sporting club in Canada. 

As the sailors returned home so did the enthusiasm for yachting 
and sailing, and the Lake Yacht Racing Association held its first post- 
war meeting on May 17, 1919 in Fonontosns At that meeting a great 
number of regattas were proposed for the coming season at Toronto, 
Olcott, Charlotte, Rochester (Chicago) and Coburg, ~!° 

In 1920 the Nirwana successfully defended the George Cup against 
Watertown at the Coburg regatta. The challenger was from the Crescent 
Yacht Club of Watertown, New York, 316 The Maritimes had not been too 
active in yachting immediately prior to the war, but, in 1920, Alexander 
C. Ross of Cape Breton and the Halifax Yacht Club decided to build a 
yacht to challenge the United States for the America's Cup in hepa gear 
Another reason for the added interest during this period was the donation 
of the International Trophy by A.H. Dennis of the Halifax Herald, for 
"competition in a series of races between Canadian and American fishing 
schooners, with a purse of $4,000."" The Canadian boat, the Delawana, of 
Lunenburg, was beaten that first year by the Americans. 18 

The Bluenose resulted from that first defeat and, after its first 
race in October, 1921, became one of Canada's great sporting legends. As 
the effects of the war diminished, new competitions, such as the Edward 
Prince of Wales Cup, in 1920, and the Freeman Cup, in 1921, were intro- 


aed eae But the pattern in these sports was firmly established, with 


oR ae 
Snider, op.cit., p.18. emt ey pp.19-20, 


AE rhe Globe and Mail, August 5, 1920. 


3175 dmonton Bulletin, August 2, 1920. 
318 owe ll and Ilowell, op.cit., p.247. ety op.cit., p.268. 
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yachting being exclusively for the very rich,while sailing became very 
popular with the middle class wherever sufficient water was available 


for conducting the respective events. 


Motor Boating and Aquapianing 


These two sports, motor boating and aquaplaning, have been in- 
cluded in the one section because aquaplaning - the forerunner of water 
skiing - resulted from the development of the motor boat. 

One of the first records of any form of competition for motor 


boats was found in The Globe in 1905 and stated that "many boats are 


1320 


entered in the motor-races on the bay. Obviously they were in use 


before this, but additional information was not found. 

Probably the first organized association in this sport was in 
Winnipeg, where the Western Canada Power Boat Association was formed on 
June 13, 1906, at the Victoria Hotel, with Frank Leggo as their first 
President. The Manitoba Free Press issued the following statement con- 


cerning the association: 


Its aims are to bring together boat owners in friendly 
rivalry, social purposes and to protect boats and boat 
owners against corporations and persons who might misuse 
rivers either by disregarding the laws of navigation or 
obstructing streams. Its burgee is a white three bladed 
propeller on a blue background. 321! 


By 1911 the Winnipeg club was able to boast of a membership of 


Dae 


sixty motor boating enthusiasts. This number seemed to be comparatively 


low for a club which had been in operation for five years, but the high 


220 rhewctobe mand Mail, Odteber 7? 1905" 


321 Manitoba Free Press, June 14, 1906. 


See eer September 9, 1911. 
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381 
cost of these boats must be remembered. In the East the motor boat was 
still a novelty, and photographs occasionally appeared in the newspapers 
depicting a "fast motor boat on Toronto Bay", but no organized clubs had 
been formed. On the West Coast the motor boat was popular by 1912, and 
Boam stated that they "have gained favour and there are probably three 
times the number of them to sailing boats)? *? Their popularity asa 
source of recreation was unquestionable, but no reports were found of 
organized motor boat clubs in the Vancouver area. 

The sport was well organized in other parts of the world during 
this period. For example, in 1911 the Royal Motor Yacht Club of England 
issued a challenge to the American holders of the British International 


Trophy.°-* The same year motor boat races were held at the National 


Exhibition of the United States.--> 


Individuals in Canada were making a 
name for themselves in this new sport,and a report in 1912 indicated 
that a Canadian boat won the international Harmsworth Trophy in September 
of that year. >76 

Allied to motor boating was aquaplaning or hydroplaning, which 
developed just prior to the First World War in Canada. One of the first 
reports of this activity appeared in The Globe in 1912, accompanied by a 
photograph: 

Hydroplaning, the latest aquatic sport, appeared on 
Toronto Bay. Walter Dewars was depicted standing on a 
thin board rapidly drawn through the water by a motor 


boat. The novice has aan duckings but it is thrilling 
and the crowd enjoyed it. 27 


3235 oam, Loe, Cie, oF ae Globe and Mail, February 16, 1911. 
ae Thid., February 25, 1911. AS nee and Howell, op.cit., p.164, 


327 the Globe and Mail, June 29, 1912. 
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Two years later an aquaplaning event was included in the second annual 
regatta of the Seba Boating Club of Edmonton.228 The following year a 
report appeared in the Edmonton Bulletin: 
Lake and river water fans have taken to aquaplaning, 

a sport in which a swimmer rides a plank being hauled 

through the water by a motor boat. Some can ride while 

being hauled at 30 m.p.h. The rider should be a good 

swimmer as duckings are frequent.329 

The war caused the sport to be discontinued, but it also produced 
many improvements in the motor boat. In 1918 the first motor boat 
regatta was held on the Red River since 1913, at the Winnipeg Yacht 
Club 33° The trend in this period was for yacht clubs to introduce a 
motor boat section in their regattas,and this helped to popularize the 
sport. 

By 1920 Canadian motor boats were highly developed,and, on July 3 
of that year, Miss Toronto’ II broke the world's record for one mile at 
Burlington by travelling at a speed ot 67-1/10 miles per hour.->! Earlier 
in 1920. the "power boat" enthusiasts formed the International Power Boat 


Union in Detroit, with many Canadians on the executive 224 


Summary 

During this period aquatic sports, due to the availability of lakes 
and rivers, became more popular, especially with the working classes, as 
transport and facilities became more accessible. Swimming had always 
been a popular sport, but during this era much emphasis was placed on 


teaching this skill,and life-saving developed rapidly. The other 


aco imonta bulletin duiy. le pigld.. ibid | August 5, 1915, 


330vanitoba Free Press, September 9, 1918. 


33lthe Globe and Mail, July 3, 1920.  3321bid., February 2, 1920. 
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important factor was the spread of the Y.M.C.A's. across Canada and the 
building of many indoor pools, which allowed swimming and life-saving 
to be done all year round, instead of only in the short summer period. 
These new indoor facilities allowed water polo to continue its growth 
across Canada, but due to the vigorous nature of the game it attracted 
only a few enthusiasts. 

Yachting continued its popularity for the upper class, but the 
advent of the small sailing craft allowed middle class sportsmen to 
adopt and popularize this activity. Canoeing, contrary to expectation, 
did not develop to any great extent during the period. Rowing underwent 
a ma jor change in these two decades, as professional oarsmen gradually 
lost favour and, after 1918, this form of the sport virtually ceased 
in Canada. 

Motor boating - later to be known as power boating - developed 
rapidly, but because of the high cost of these early craft, did not 
become popular until later in the twentieth century. The early devel- 
opments of water skiing appeared during this era with Redeantaniae and 
aquaplaning, but many years were to elapse before this activity could 
be called a sport. 

Women, were also taking part in most aquatic sports during those 
twenty years. The development of indoor pools helped to increase 


participation in swimming and life-saving by the "fairer sex." 
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CHAPTER VI 
EQUESTRIAN SPORTS 


Horse-racing events, including flat, steeplechase and harness- 
trotting, were popular by 1900 in the larger cities across Canada where 
highly organized "circvits" produced lucrative professional employment 
within this sport. Ice-trotting and fox hunting had lost much of their 
public appeal at the start of the twentieth century and, by 1920, were 
popular in only a few isolated areas. 

Polo developed quickly on the Prairies after 1900,and the "Rodeo" 
also appeared in the West after that time. The status of the horse, 
had, changed drastically from 1900 to 1920. With the development of 
the automobile, the bicycle and the motorcycle, the horse's role changed 
from a means of transportation to a mode of recreation and from a 
necessity to a luxury. This, then, had far-reaching effects on Canadian 


equestrian sports during the first twenty years of the twentieth century. 


Horse-Racing 


By 1900 professionalism had invaded the ranks of this once "gentle- 
man's'’ sport. Cox stated that it "had been changed to a business in- 
vestment for some and a means of livelihood for others." 

Equestrian events were many and varied during this period, but 
most of the publicity and reporting of the news media was directed towards 
the highly organized race meetings which were held in all the large cities 
across Canada. Innovations such as the pneumatic-tyre cycle-wheel, the 


a A 


talian E. Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900," un- 
published Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.365. 
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strand starting barrier and the use of electric lighting to hold night 
trotting aided the sport's considerable popularity.- 

But perhaps the greatest single factor for that popularity was 
the Queen's Plate. Established in 1860 it is the oldest continuous horse 
race in North America.> Not all racing was of the nature of that great 
race, with its pomp and pageantry. 

In 1900 a typical scene in Fredericton, New Brunswick, was des- 
cribed in The Reporter as: 

The horsemen were out in force yesterday afternoon 

speeding their horses. As usual King Street was given 

to the flyers. Hundreds of citizens lined the route as 

the day was mild and there seemed to be no other 

attraction. They stayed all afternoon. 
Another form of equestrian sport was more popular in Manitoba and this 
was the "paper chase", which was regularly held by the Winnipeg Riding 
plans The Toronto Hunt Club was more organized,and held regular cross- 
country steeplechases in 1900.° Paul Kane described another form of the 
sport which was popular on the Prairies and in rural areas: 

After one smoke several of the young Braves engaged 
in a horse race, to which sport they are very partial, 
and at which they bet heavily; they generally ride on 


these occasions stark naked, without a saddle, and with 
only a lasso fastened to the lower jaw of the horse. / 


2tbid., pp.360-2. 


3the Globe and Mail, Toronto, May 25, 1900. 


‘The Reporter and Fredericton Advocate, Fredericton, December 26. 


1900. 


Manitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, May 4, 1900. 


©The Globe and Mail, November 8, 1900. 


7Paul Kane, Wanderings of an Artist Among the Indians of North 
America, (Toronto: The Radisson Society of Canada, 1925), p.295. 




















2B€ | 
jndgin blod 03 gntidgil stizosle to Sau 943 bos 1zstixad goisisve baex28 

< ytizeluqog sidsisbianos a‘'izoge ef bebis gubssoxd - 

enw yJixelugog Jedd 102-1od982 slgaie tasisetg of eqsiteq ‘ool: | i 
sero evourtinos tesblo sdt ek 3t Ode! nt bedetidated “aarp ) ‘geaup oda 


tsstg isd? to smuI8aM 93 to eaw gniosz [is 304 * soksemh tao ol soB7 


fee 

axthenlegicl bas qmoq ett i3.tw < 

| ' * (oa 

-e9b eaw ,Aotwanutd weit ,notolrebsti nt emese Isotqys 6 oe! al 4 


ct dai ite 7 > 

128 193 10g98 edT at bedk 2 yi 
Ss Oi% ir 
noonisjis ysbiretesy soto? ml juo orSW semeetod siT a 
“ovig esw 3ee132 gnid [sueu eA  , e876) theds) gatbssqe — 
28 Stuor sf3 beni! enssists to ebesbnull -81syl2 ods o2. 4 
torljo on ed 03 bemese s1ed3 bas’ biim esw yweb eds ae 

* noontodie Ife mayras yodT -.noljost33s r 
1a. oe a! 


r 
aid? bes sdotinsM at 1slvgoq “stom esw t1oga nsiztissups to one tedior 4 


‘a 


gnibiA geqinntW ef3 yd bled yvitslugex ssw a reed "oead ‘oqag" mi 












-secto islugsr bled bas,.bosinsgyo stom esw dud 7 save edt 


sf3 to mo} todions bsditsesb onsy Iusd ® o0e! mt esendaaiqasze ny 






2 
7 _ Pe 
:essis Isiv1 ot bos estaistd sda ao ° aniuqog eaw por per! ’ 
: Pr) | ) 
begsgns eovera gnvoy 913 lo Istevee siome emo restA 
-isitisq ytev ots ysdd stooge dotrw os ,908t sexod es nt 
mo sbiz yilsiensg yedi ;ylivsed 3sd yed3 dotdw aa’ Gnd: 28 yait- © 
fijitw bee ,slbbse s tuornsiw ,bslso A1834 enctesss0 ses3 Son 
ai 49 \,eer0d ef? 20 wet sewol si 09 bemesen?! ossal” ge ueo - 
| pes i sa b ey 
a2 Seueldyd 4 ioaunMe> Goad as ) eh r wWwad) «eg ivocs “ee — 






ia 


"\eted? wl boodiioet fo anpee | 
aoe Ss ore oe oe a Ve. OE ae 
: . ers r The 
DT ie doe kl eae toca eo a ao 
we Ay Oe ee SE Were 


* 


bh 





ah 








ae tas a (44 — ; et 
} : 


386 


The Toronto Driving Club was formed in 1900 to encourage "driving 
and speeding and the development of the light harness horse.® Canadian 
horses, during that period, were of a very highquality and often won 


9 


most of the events at the various race meetings. The Toronto-owned 


Advance Guard won the $2,000 Canadian Derby at the Fort Erie race 
meeting in Buffalo, New York, in 1900. 1° 
As racing continued its upward trend in popularity more horses 
were entered to compete for the growing prize money. The Hamilton Jockey 
Club, in 1900, decided to hold a spring meeting and their purses were 
increased so that $300 was the lowest first place prize. 1! Horse racing 
was so popular in Quebec that Montreal in that year had two courses, 
Delormier park!? and the Bel-Air track. A meeting was held at the latter 
track which lasted thirteen days, in 1900, with the Quebec Queen's Plate 
being the featured race. !3 
The West enjoyed the sport,and it was well organized in Manitoba, 
which had a regular circuit involving most of the major towns. 14 In 
1901, the Fort MacLeod Turf Association was formed, and their two day 
15 


meeting had purses totalling $1,200. Rural race meetings often included 


unusual events. For example ,the Fort Saskatchewan races on June 13, 1901, 





8the Globe and Mail, April 10, 1900. 

%tbid., May 29, 1900. 10tbid., June 13, 1900. 
tiipid., January 27 and February 22, 1900. 

1214 Presse, Montreal, June 13, 1900. 

13vontreal Gazette, July 7, 1900. 

14 


Manitoba Free Press, May 5, 1900. 


15pamonton Bulletin, Edmonton, May 10, 1901. 
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included "a cricket match and athletic events as well as the trotting 


cacea "ro 


The "Fair'' always included horse racing events, and the Edmonton 
fair, for example, included a great number of these in 1901. The 
following is a list of the events and the prize money. Sixty per cent 
was given for first place, twenty five per cent for second place and 
fifteen per cent for third place. All races were under the rules and 
regulations of the American Trotting Association: 

Free tor all, 2005. Trote2.92 mitesgsS! 50s cTrotr2445 

Miles. paleo;- (rot for 2 minutes, S100; Farmer's: Trot, 

$50; Stallion Trot, $150; Green Trot, $60; 1-1/8 mile 


Dash, 9150: 5/8 mile Dash; $100; % mile Dash, $150; 
Novelty ($25 per quarter), $100; Farmer's 4 mile, $60; 


Ponies 4% mile Dash, $60; Ponies % mile Dash, $40; Indian 


Race, $30; Squaw Race, $10; 5/8 mile Dash, Alberta Bred, 

$60; 3/8 mile Open, $100; Named Race Trot, $150; and 

Named Race Run, $150.17 

The Queen's Plate, in 1902, upon the death of Queen Victoria, 
became the King's Plate. A record number of 41 entries were received for 
the event that year, tying with the 1900 meas Chia The King's Plate was 
eventually won by Lyddite, at Woodbine in Toronto, and was owned by Mr. 


Hendrie,” This broke the dominance of Mr. J.E. Seagram, the Member of 


Parliament for Waterloo, who reportedly maintained the largest breeding 


establishment in the world. 79 His horse, Gold Cure ,later won the Toronto 
Cup before a crowd of 10,000 spectators.-! 
l6rpid,, June 3, 1901. I/thid., May 3, 1901, 


1Bohe Globe and Mail, March 6, 1902. 


19 ine E, Dodds, Canadian Turf Recollections, (Toronto: Published 
by the Author, 1909), p.3l. 


20rhe Globe and Mail, April 4, 1902. 


2linid., May 26, 1902, 
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The highly competitive nature of the sport often caused serious inj- 
uries, and, on June 2, 1902, Jockey Meagher died from injuries in a fall 
at Woodbine .2 Canadian horses were racing on tracks in all parts of 
North America during that period, and a report indicated that Canada had 
more entries than Tennessee in the Kentucky Trotting Futurity in 1902,-> 

Around this time the great demand for racing information resulted 
in the Daily Racing Information being published on September 27, 1903. 

It gave the entries in all of the Woodbine races for the day, the weights 
allotted to each horse and the handicap ratings, which varied from 50 to 
98 pounds. There was also a list of selections from The Globe, Mail and 
Empire, The World of Toronto, the Daily America, the New York Telegraph, 
the Chicago Racing Form and the Daily Racing Information itself. The 
paper was a compact four-page issue and sold “at ll a.m. of every lawful 
day during the races" for a price of ten cents<-* 

Mr. A.M. Orpen opened the Dufferin half mile track in Toronto in 
1903,7> and the Ontario Jockey Club's program that year lasted for twelve 
days and offered $43,000 in prize money . © The King's Plate attracted a 


27 


record 44 entries and had a purse of $2,500. The following year Sapper 


won the 45th King's Plate before 12,000 peduieer. 


ae renante Daily Star, Toronto, June 2, 1902. 


23qne Globe and Mail, April 15, 1902. 


2c A. Hewitt, Down the Stretch, (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 
1958), p.143. 


25 hids) o, 165. 


26mne Globe and Mail, March 19, 1903. 
271bhid., March 5, 1903. 


28 toronto Daily Star, May 23, 1904. 
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Rig. ol. An Edmonton race horse in 1900. 





Fig. 62. Seismic, winner of the 1908 Queen's Plate. 
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The sport's popularity continued to develop ,and, in 1905, the 
Alberta Derby was inaugurated at the Edmonton Fair and was won by The 


Bishop ,owned by Mr. R.F, Bevan.*? 
BASNOD. 


That same year, in Winnipeg, the 

largest entry of horses in the history of Manitoba racing was reported, 

when there were over 100 entries for the opening Manitoba Jockey Club 

races at the Exhibition Grounds.>° An interesting form of racing was 

reported in Brandon, Manitoba, in 1905, when the Gentlemen's Driving Club 

provided "horse and dog races.'"' The dog races were described as follows: 
About twenty dogs started in each race. But there be 

many that run and few that finish, and it was easily 

substantiated that the battle was not always to the 

strong or the race to the swift, the races in this case 

going to the dog that minded his own business and paid no 

attention to anything else. 

Western expansion continued at a rapid rate. In 1906, Calgary 
held trotting races under the auspices of the Exhibition and Stampede 
Board, >“ while in Edmonton the Gentlemen's Driving Club was formed. 

The Regina Turf Club was organized at the Clayton Hotel, Regina, on 
January 16, 1906. They decided to form a circuit with themselves, Calgary 
and Edmonton taking part. It was later decided by them to hold a Regina 


Derby and to offer $5,000 in prizes for their two-day meeting .>4 


One of Canada's most famous race tracks, the Montreal Blue Bonnets 


a emont an Bulletin; July 4.1913. 


30vanitoba Free Press, June 5, 1905. 
3ltbid., January 2, 1905. 
32 the Glenbow Institute, Calgary, photograph number, NA-1451-34. 


33% 4amonton Bulletin, October 2, 1906. 


3*Regina Standard, Regina, January 17 and February 28, 1906. 
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track, was opened in 1907,” while the Hillcrest track in Toronto 
started that same year. An interesting facet of Hillcrest was that 
while the horses galloped around the track, the infield was a flourishing 
vegetable mer 

A decision by the Supreme Court, in 1907, prohibited becerne on 
race tracks. This decision produced several hardships for some areas, 
and, in Winnipeg, all work ceased on the new Kirkfield track a few miles 
west of the city. Racing at Toronto's Woodbine and other large tracks 
was not affected because of the accumulation of great profits over the 
previous few years. 

Horse racing in British Columbia, during that period, was so 
popular that their annual meeting lasted for over sixty consecutive days. 
But, in 1908, because of the Provincial Government's actions, they were 
cut to two meetings of seven days each, with fifteen days in between. 
They were conducted by the Vancouver Hunt Club under the rules of the 
Pacific Coast Jockey Club. The Minoru Park track (named after the 
English Derby winner of that year), opened in 1908 on Lulu Island, eleven 
miles from Vancouver. It was serviced by the British Columbia Electric 
Ral lway 

In an effort to consolidate the smaller clubs on the Prairies, the 


Western Canada Turf Circuit was organized in Moose Jaw on February 14, 


1908, with the following clubs: 


775 die Murray Gibbon, Our Old Montreal, (Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart Limited, 1947), p.241. 
Cmte 
Hewitt, loc.cit. 


2 Manitoba Free Press, March 16, 1907. 


oats J. Boam, British Columbia, (London: Sells Limited, 1912), 
p.467. 
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Cranbrook, Calgary, Red Deer, Lacombe, Wetaskiwin, 

Edmonton, Macleod, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Winnipeg, 

Brandon, Moose Jaw, Wolsely, Indian Head, Regina, 

Saskatoon, Prince Albert, Battleford, Cranbrook, 

Cardston, Pincher Creek, Blairmore, Claresholm, High 

River, Killarney and Weyburn.3? 

In 1909, another form of the sport was rising in popularity and 
in that year the first Canadian Equestrian team to compete internationally 
went to the International Horse Show in London, England. The team in- 
cluded Major Douglas, Captain Wood and Lieutenant Proctor. Teams from 
the Argentine, Belgium, Canada, England, France and Italy competed. 
Canada finished fourth,behind France, Italy and England, for the King 
Edward VII Gold Cup.?° 

During this period there was much opposition to betting at the 
various track meets,due to the bad publicity about the "shady Hragtices 
that frequently occurred within the sport. In response to the situation, 
Mr. H.H. Miller, M.P. for South Grey, Ontario, started to draft a Date LoL 
felating to race track betting -. to prohibit it . on race tracks in 
Canada. On April 6, 1910, a report was presented to the House and, if 
the original Bill had passed, all forms of betting would have stopped,and 
eventually horse racing would have aededa. 

In order to offset this, the final Bill allowed the introduction 


of pari-mutuel betting machines, which were originally of French origin 


but were introduced into Canada via the United States. By 1911, the 





395 dmonton Bulletin, January 17 and May 14, 1908. 





40cusan Finlayson, "History of the Canadian International & Olympic 
Grand Prix Team," unpublished paper, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
1968, -p Ae 


i cocks op.cit., p.144. 
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Woodbine, Calgary and Winnipeg tracks were using them. They were re- 
ported as being popular with the "race goers and are here to stay Jes 
In that year St. Brass won the 52nd King's Plate in the record time of 
2 minutes, 8-4/5 seconds. 2 

The Duke of Connaught, Governor-General of Canada, in 1912 gave a 
Cup for competition for 3 year olds and upwards, and he was in attendance 
at Woodbine when Hersey won the 53rd King's plate? The Connaught Cup 
became a very popular event,and in 1913 Plate Glass won the trophy, while 
the following year Calgary outran Heart of Oak for the cup. 

At the beginning of 1914 rapid expansion was taking place in the 
East. artis Rte in Toronto, was expanded to accommodate 8,500 people. *6 
In Montreal, flat racing was introduced to the half mile Delormier track, 
which previously had been devoted to trotting events. The King Edward 
Park was built on the Ile Gros Bois, several miles down the St. Lawrence, 
and Kempton Park was started at Laprairie, and the Dorval and Mount Royal 
tracks were also opened. All of these have since closed,and only the 
Blue Bonnet race track remains today. 47 That same year the mionton race 
track installed the pari-mutuels which were extremely popular. 


The war forced some curtailment in the sport, but many centres 


continued to hold races and supported the war effort. The owners of 





42uanitoba Free Press, July 14, 1911. 

43mne Globe and Mail, May 22, 1911. 

44uanitoba Free Press, May 20, 1912. 

“The Globe and Mail, May 30, 1913 and May 29, 1914. 


46trent Frayne, The Queen's Plate, (Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart Limited, 1959), p.107. 


47cipbon, loc.cit. 
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thoroughbreds, during this period, were constantly in danger of having 
their horses shipped overseas for army services. *° The Ontario Jockey 
Club, in an effort to help the Canadian Armed Forces, gave $5,000, ¢? 
while the Hamilton Jockey Club gave machine guns as their contribution.>2 

The early stages of the war did not appear to effect racing, as 
over 15,000 turned out to see Tartarean win the 56th Kine “s"Plate Tn 1915. 
That year, the Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario5° 2S .* Henrie,“ won’ the 


Del, 


Connaught Cup with his horse Private Petal. Booking was officially 


stopped in Ontario in 1915,and all the courses introduced the pari- 


mutue lL machines. 


The following year Winnipeg's Driving Club installed 
the betting machines at their Red River track.> 

By 1916 the war effort produced a reduction in racing with the 
smallest field ever to run for the King's Plate. Only six horses started, 
and Mr. Seagram's horses took all three places, with Mandarin, Gala Water 


54 In 1917 Mr. Seagram's Belle Mahone gave him his four- 


and Gala Day. 
teenth victory in Canada's top race. The purse for the event was raised 
Eene/ 3500, with $5,500 for the winner .>> 

After the King's Plate in 1917, the Wilcox Bill was introduced to 


discontinue all racing until one year after the cessation of the war. 


This came into effect on August 1, 1917.°© This could have ended Canada's 





“*8the Globe and Mail, August 14, 1914, 
49_, yearn 
Ibid., November 27, 1914. Ibid., July 27, 1915. 


>libid., May 24 and 28, 1915. 


52 Toronto Daily Star, August 2, 1915. 


3Manitoba Free Press, May 10, 1916. 


aS Ba aaiten Bulletin, May 20, 1916. 


>The Globe and Mail, February 16 and May 21, 1917. 


°Tbid., May 23 and August 1, 1917. 
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oldest horse race,if it had not been for the efforts of the Toronto 


Hunt Club and the Red Cross Horse Show. The 1918 King's Plate was 
finally held on Queen Victoria Day (May 24, 1918) at the Toronto Hunt 
Club's Open-air Horse Show, with $3,000 prize money and no betting 
allowed. It was won by Springside.?/ 

By 1919 racing was revived in many parts of Canada and, in that 
year, an interesting report on what appeared to be a Canadian invention, 
which was to revolutionize the sport, appeared in The Globe: 

New invention for horse racing tries patience of the 

public - a photo to decide the winner (copyright in 

Canada in 1919) was tried at the Grunewald races in 

Berlin yesterday. It is the invention of Captain 

Stapiknecht, but took twenty minutes to develop the 

photo. 

The King's Plate, in 1920, returned to its position of popularity 
when a record of over 23,000 people attended to see St. Paul win the 
event. Mr. H. Gidding, the owner, also captured second and third 
placings. The huge crowd caused such traffic jams that some people were 
not able to get clear of the course until 7.00 p.m. that evening.” The 
government, prior to the King's Plate, reduced the daily tax from 
$10,000 to $7,500 for mile tracks and from $5,000 to $2,500 for half mile 
dazdns , 2° This allowed the race courses to operate on a more efficient 
basis and to offer better purses for their races. 

Two other factors concerning racing should be mentioned. In 1921 


the Temperance Act closed all drinking booths - which disappointed many 


racing fans. In 1922 an Act was passed in Ontario to collect five per 





57thid., February 13 and May 25, 1918. ®zbid., October 8, 1919. 


2 roronto Daily Star, May 24, 1920. 


60nne Globe and Mail, April 27, 1920. 
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cent of all pari-mutuel money, which reduced the pay-out money and again 
upset racing enthusiasts. It almost led to the postponement of the 1928 


Plate, °! 


Polo 
Prior to 1900, England and the United States played international 
challenge matches for the America Cup, which was last won by the 
Hurlingham Club of London, England, in iscen 3 In 1900 Foxhall Keene, 
on behalf of the American Polo Players Association, challenged Hurlingham , 
but the English team again proved to be superior, winning 8-2. The 
umpires for the match were two distinguished men, the Earl of Harrington 
and Colonel lesley.°” 
In Canada the game was first played in Halifax in 1878. The sport 
was, at first, typically a Garrison game and was introduced in various 
areas of Canada where the British troops were stationed. By 1900 polo 
was being played in the Maritimes, Ontario and British Columbia, but it 
was in Alberta where the sport was strongest.°* The Southern Alberta 
Polo Association was formed in 1897©° and in 1900 teams from High River, 
Fort Macleod, Pincher Creek, Calgary (Freebooters) and Livingstone were 
playing in regular tournaments and challenge epepera © 


The Toronto Hunt Club formed a polo team in 1902,and after exten- 


sive practice challenged and defeated the Canadian Hunt Club team of 





Slerayne, op.cit., p.114. 


62mne Globe and Mail, June 30, 1900. 


64cox, op.cit., pp.369-373. 


631pid., July 9, 1900. 
65vacleod Gazette, Fort Macleod, Alberta, July 9, T8397 « 


66calgary Herald, Calgary, May 11, 1899. 













<a wel 
Zee | 7 : 


atsge bas vsnom Juo-yaq oft bosubsx dotdw ,.yenom Minha ko 
8SO! of to Jnsmanoqseog of3 02 bel aeomia 31 .edesteudias gatsas soaqu 


w-aeyih @ pets 





: heute 
lanotisarsini baysiq:es3e22 boitn $d3 bas basigad ,00@I o3 zoksd - 


ait yd now tes! esw doirw .qud soltemA sd3 rot esdojem ogant & 


£8 


. a's i 
,aree) Ifadxot O08! al CCB! at ,basign® ,mobaoJ to duID madenk: 


. ‘ rs 
, meaigniiawH begnelisds ,notsstooasA eteys [4 olof asotiemA of3 Yo 2 
i 


eft .&-8 goinntiw Tia ich ad o3 bevorg eae ms93 datiga’d sei 














a 


ac a te [x83 ait ,aom bedetugnidetb ows o1sw doism eds 102 esrlq 
8 alee Jencleae 

jtoge seat .BN8I oat xsitisH nt bevala texli esw omag od3 sbsas9 at iS 
auctiav oi Ssovborinl esw bos smeg ooelired/s yilsoiqys andi 3s 
ofoqg 00@f y@ .benoitnse stew aqoo1s detits eds eitedw sbsasD to 8 | 
31 tud ,sidmulod deisixa bas olisin0 ,eemtsiteM edi at beyslq goted sie 


Le 
it 
3xediA atadive2 srt *@ sasgnorda 26w J10qe@ of2 sterdw si1xsdiA Ab a 


,tevid dgii motd emnod O00! nt bas COregr ok bemto? eaw nor? 


sisw onojegnivil bas (erstoodsatT) yrsgis) less) sedontd _boslosM 43 7 
Ue ae 


go 
et 
, 


00 sedo3an ognol {ada bas atnamsqxwod rsluges i a 
“neixo teits bas,S0@! at mses oloq s bemto3 dulD soul o2more? vod 
ce eo lecneetiaiel eet be2aatoh, bem, bagel ini aaAon| 


yen Seei wien ate ee 


et 
ae 


_ 
“ce 
tip 


liar, 


396 


Montreal, 10-2, on the Toronto Hunt Club's Paceadaad This game must have 
been a success,because the Canadian Tournament was organized in Toronto 
in 1903. Five teams entered the competition, from Calgary, Montreal, 
Toronto, Buffalo (New York) and Rochester (Chicago). Rochester defeated 
the favourites, Calgary, 8-6 in the first match and Montreal, 12-2, in 
the final to win the first Canadian Tournament at Toronto's Sunlight Park. 
Montreal defeated Toronto 8-6 to win the Eastern Championship Cup, ie in 
an exhibition match Calgary reversed the earlier decision and defeated 
Rochester Eee 

In 1903 the game's popularity moved northward on the Prairies, and 
in that year the first game ever played in Edmonton was staged on the 
Exhibition Grounds between two local Be Calgary, in the following 
year, held an impressive tournament with teams from High River, Millar- 
ville, Livingstone, Virden, Edmonton, Grande Prairie, Regina, Pincher 


Creek and Fort Mae foodies 


Earlier that year the Calgary ''Freebooters" 
travelled east and defeated the Toronto Hunt Club 3-2 at Sunlight Park./! 
The High River polo team, in 1905, captured both the Canadian 
championship at Toronto and the American championship at Rochester.’ 
They played the Ranelagh team from England at Montreal that year, but 


were defeated 12-3,/° The Western Canadian Polo Association was formed in 


67 the Globe and Mail, September 25, 1902. 


681bid., September 14 to 19, 1903. 


OF nonton Bulletin, September 16, 1903. : 





Oibid., August 3, 1904. 
Manitoba Free Press, July 21, 1904. 


723M, S. Careless and R.C. Brown, The Canadians 1867-1967, (Toronto: 
Macmillan Company of Canada, 1967), p.609. 


’3Teanor G. Luxton, "Polo in High River", unpublished paper, 
Glenbow Institute, Calgary, 1961, p.3. 
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August 21, 1905, in Winnipeg, and they decided to affiliate with the 


Eastern Canadian Polo Association. /* 
Buffalo won the Canadian championship in 1906 from Toronto, 


Calgary and Montreal. /° 


The Chipman Cup was donated by C.G. Chipman, the 
manager of Winnipeg's Hudson Bay Company, in 1907, for the Western 
Canada éWap fomaltina, CF During this period a group of ranchers from North 
Fork, twenty miles north of Pincher Creek, Alberta, were a particularly 
hard-riding team and in 1908 won the Alberta Polo Puatpilendacs,’¢ 

The Winnipeg polo team won the Chipman Cup in 1908, but were de- 


feated the following year by Pincher Creek for the Western Canada title./® 


In the East, Toronto beat Buffalo to win the National Exhibition Cup./? 
General Baden-Powell, in 19i0, donated four gold cups to the 
Winnipeg Polo Club, and these were to be competed for in open compe tition. °° 
The Grenfell Cup was introduced during that time,and, in 1912, Toronto 
defeated Buffalo at Woodbine, 8-4, to capture the trophy .°! That year 
North Fork won the major title at the Western Canada championships held 


in ffuniins bic The Roper Cup, in 1912, was emblematic of the British 


Columbia championship,and,in that year the Kelowna team, which had held 
4vanitoba Free Press, August 24, 1905. 


the Globe and Mail, September 10 to 12, 1906. 


(erator, Ops Cite, ptt « 


hye. Hardy (ed.), The Alberta Golden Jubilee Anthology, (Toronto: 
McClelland and Stewart, 1955), p.262. 


78 Manitoba Free Press, September 13, 1909. 
79 the Globe and Mail, October 4, 1909. 


80vanitoba Free Press, August 29, 1910. 
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the title for many years, lost it to High River at Kamloops. ®3 


The Calgary "Canadian" team toured the United States in 1913 and 


defeated the Colorado Club's team 6-2% at San Diego. °* 


Later, the 
Calgarians were beaten by an All-Hawaiian four at Coronado, California, 
by 114 to 3-3/4, in their first game of the eighth annual polo tournament 
for the Californian Challenge Trophy .°> The membership of the Western 
Canada Polo Association continued to expand and, in 1913, included teams 
from: Winnipeg (St. Charles), Pekisko, Cochrane, Fort Macleod, Cowley, 
Pincher Creek, Millarville, Fish Creek and Calgary.°° 

Polo flourished in the first fifteen years of the twentieth 
century but Careless and Brown stated: 

...with the coming of World War I it lost its best 
players and its audience appeal. After 1918 polo never 


again returned to the glorious days when High River 
produced the continent's champions. 


Gymkhana 


During this period the horse show equestrian events led to the 
Gymkhana, which in later years was usually referred to as the rodeo. As 
this type of activity became popular many of the older Hunt Clubs dropped 
their fox hunts and steeplechases in favour of the modern competitions. 
The gymkhana was essentially a family equestrian carnival with events for 
all ages and both sexes. 


The Winnipeg Riding Club, in 1902, announced that their gymkhana 





bo rthur Gray, Kelowna Tales of By-gone Days, (Kelowna, B.C. 


Kelowna Print Company, 1968), p.2l. 


847ne Globe and Mail, January 3, 1913. 


8SManitoba Free Press, March.3, 1913. 
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86r1bid., April 1s, 1913. Careless and Brown, loc.cit. 
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would last three days. In addition to horse racing there was a polo 
tournament with teams from Indian Head, Fort Qu'Appelle Station (N.W.T.) 
and Regina. Other events included both comic as well as children's 
events. The Manitoba Free Press reported that over 200 took part in the 
various events a 

An article in the Regina Standard in 1903 provided a description 
of what the Dominion and Ottawa Departments of Agriculture were doing to 
promote greater interest in Fairs and horsemanship: 


The Whitby Fair Board will this year attempt to combine 
amusement with instruction by holding a gymkhana, or 
series of games on horseback. It is a lamentable fact 
that horseback riding is almost unknown in Canada, and 
the saddle is seldom seen on a Canadian farm. 


The events to be put on...to demonstrate skill in the 
saddle are as follows: polo pony competition, walking 
race, obstacle race, potato race, bonnet and skirt race, 
ginger-ale race, polo pony scurry, mountain race and high 
jumping competition. The gymkhana events will be inter- 
spersed with children's games and athletic competitions 
to keep the interest from flagging. The managers are 
determined to have a good, clean fair, where all the boys 
and girls can go to spend a pleasant and instructive day 
without coming into contact with any injurious influence. 89 


The rodeo grew out of these early events and MacEwan stated that 
"four Alberta cattle kings [George Lane, Pat Burns, A.E. Cross and 
Archie McLean] backed Canada's first big rodeo in Calgary, in 1912,"90 
Americans dominated all events except for the bucking-horse ride, which 
was won by Tom Three-Persons, a Blood Indian from Cardston, Alberta.” 


88anitoba Free Press, May 19 and June 26, 1902. 


89 The Regina Standard, Regina, September 3, 1903. 
90Grant MacEwan, Between the Red and the Rockies, (Toronto: 


University of Toronto Press, 1952), p.162. 
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400 
Two Canadians, Emery Le Grandeur of Pincher Creek, in 1913, and Dave 
White (also of Pincher Creek), in 1918, both won the world's championship 
in competitions in the United Bearcat 
The Calgary rodeo was not held again until 1919 and in 1923 the 
Calgary Exhibition adopted the Stampede as a feature of its annual 


93 
summer show. 


Summary 

Equestrian events during the period 1900 to 1920 underwent several 
changes. Ice-trotting and fox hunting diminished rapidly. On the 
other hand, polo reached its pinnacle of popularity by 1913, but the war 
ended its growth. 

In an effort to popularize horseback riding the gymkhana was 
developed by the equestrian clubs. This, in turn, led to the rodeo 
with its great spectator appeal, and eventually to such spectacles as 
the Calgary Stampede. 

Turf racing was the only form of equestrianism which continued to 
hold its popularity throughout the period. The main reason for this 
was its commercialization, and the fact that gambling has always been 
associated with racing. It still remains one of the few forms of 
legalized gambling in Canadian society. The only time that its popul- 
arity was in danger was when it appeared that all forms of gambling 
would be eliminated, but the advent of the pari-mutuels saved this sport 


for the gambling public. 
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CHAPTER VII 
WOMEN IN SPORT 


The hypothesis that Canadian women used sport as means to further 
their fight for emancipation during the first two decades of the twen- 
tieth century is perhaps difficult to prove, but certainly much evidence 
is available to make it plausible. By 1900 women were waging a concerted 
effort to gain voting and educational rights. At the start of the First 
World War they succeeded in instituting degrees for women in twenty of 
Canada's twenty-two universities.! But the franchise was still a dream 
and the battle was to continue. One of the nation's leading suffragettes 
in the period was Laura B. McCully, who presented her views on women's 
voting rights: 

By the old state of affairs woman was cut off from 

doing in the field of thought, hence her mental inferiority, 

now rapidly becoming a tradition. She was cut off from 

physical doing, that is, from sports and athletics, hence 

her physical unfitness, now also disappearing. But she 

remains cut off from political doing, till, with some show 

of truth, Mr. Kipling and others accuse her of lacking a 

sense of abstract justice and how to govern. The attitude 

of these people is just as reasonable as if they should 

mock a man for not seeing while they forcibly held him 

blindfold.2 

During the period 1900 to 1920 women demonstrated their desire 
for freedom and equality by increasing their participation in the establish- 


ed sports and by branching into many new activities, such as baseball, 


bowling, skiing, field hockey, rowing, canoeing, squash and badminton 





Ivar jory MacMurchy, The Woman -- Bless Her, (Toronto: S.B. Grundy, 
1961) ,. phi. 


Sette B. McCully, "What Women Want," MacLean's Magazine, 23:280-81, 
January, 1912. 
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This increased involvement was assisted by many aspects of the rapidly 
changing twentieth century society. 

Industrialization and urbanization produced a new female work 
force, which reread rapidly during the war period. thie in turn, 
provided many women with increased leisure time, as well as economic 
stability and a desire to take part in recreational activities. This 
economic freedom "would ease, if not abolish, the home drudgery of 
woman, '' 

Women were able to break their household ties more easily as 
transportation methods improved; for they could thus travel longer dist- 
ances in order to participate in the various sports. Technology also 
aided woman's quest for freedom. Sporting facilities became more numer- 
ous and as equipment was mass produced it, therefore, became less expen- 
sive. Women could now afford to play, and clubs and leagues were formed 
to cater to their growing enthusiasm. Many organizations which aided 
this expansion, were the Y.W.C.A's., the Girl Guides, the universities and 
the high schools. 

The need for physical education in schools was realized in the 
period, and specialist courses for women were initiated at several instit- 
utions, For example, the University of Toronto had a three-year diploma 
in Gymnastics and Physical Drill in Sor aire in 1908, McGill University 


had a two-year compulsory physical education program for one Camping 





3vary R. Beard, Woman as Force in History, (New York: Collier 
Books, 1962), p.38. 


4 the Varsity, University of Toronto Student Newspaper, Toronto, 
November 5, 1901. 


ann M. Hall, "A History of Women's Sport in Canada Prior to 
World War I.'"' Unpublished M.A. Thesis, The University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, 1968, p.117. 
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for girls was introduced and became popular. This sort of activity helped 
to modify Victorian concepts concerning a woman's place being only in the 
home. 

The war allowed Canadian women to develop their sense of equality. 
The decrease in number of male athletes allowed them to use many facilities, 
such as golf courses, bowling alleys and greens and squash courts, which 
previously had been difficult to obtain. Publicity was another area which 
demonstrated the changing role of women, and articles concerning their 
participation and apparel, as well as advice on how to play, appeared in 
many magazines, books and newspapers. An example of this was Julia 
Henshaw's description of a suitable mountain holiday outfit for the fairer- 
sex: 

...Sshould consist of a short skirt (eight inches off 

the ground), sacque coat to match, cotton or flannel 

blouse, spat-puttees or gaiters, shoes with a, few hob- 

nails in them, and a wide-brimmed, straw hat. 

One reason for the increase in women's involvement in physical 
activity was the trend towards indoor sports. Many activities which 
eventually were considered improper in public were acceptable in private 
clubs or classes. All of these points had an effect on the rapid increase 
in women's participation; this, in turn, allowed sport to become a middle- 
class phenomenon rather than what it was previously, an upper-class 
enjoyment. 

Probably the most important reason for these developments in 
women's sport was the extensive changes in sport fashions. Even though 
few innovations occurred in their social dress, many variations were 


introduced into women's sporting uniforms. Thus, sport now started to 





julia W. Henshaw, "A Summer Holiday in the Rockies," The Canadian 
Magazine, 22:5, November, 1902. 
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dictate fashion, while, in the nineteenth century women's dress pre- 
_ scribed their physical activity. 

During this era women increased the range of their participation, 
until provincial, national and international events were being held in 
several sports. ''Times were changing" Hall wrote. "The trend with res- 
pect to women was toward greater freedom, more responsibility, larger 
working force, and an increased participation in associations and 
organizations with sport high on the list for the young .""/ 

Many sources described the prominent place of the safety bicycle in 
developing women's involvement in sport. But "it was really the bicycle 
craze that established saner clothes for women "8 Mrs. Amelia Bloomer, 
in the nineteenth century, was the famous American who challenged the 
wearing of skirts which "swept the floor," and gave her name to the 
"bifurcated bags'' which she dared to wear.” This new mode of dress, 
within a few years, provided women with certain liberties for which 
reformers had agitated for several generations - "the liberty to wear 
any decent, comfortable raiment they chose."19 ‘Towards the start of the 
twentieth century a typical cycling outfit was: 

The trouserettes are ample and full below the knee, 

where they meet black gaiters so long that no stocking is 

shown. Attached at the waist under a broad belt of black 

gros-grain ribbon fastened by a silver buckle is a bodice 


with box plaits in the back, made to lie flat and fit the 
figure closely. There is a little fullness in the waist 





7yall, op.cit., p.118. 


8Mabel Burkholder, Out of the Storied Past, (Hamilton: The 


ees eo sae oo 


Hamilton Spectator, 1968), p.165. 


"G.R. Stevens, The Incomplete Canadian. An Approach to a Social 


History, (Canada: G.R. Stevens, 1965); p.207. 


DTA, Krout, Annals of American Sport. Pageant of America Series. 
Vol.XV, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1929), p.176. 
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in front and it butttons on the left side with a small 
pocket on the right breast. The sleeves are bias; the 
collar high; a white sailor hat with black ribbon 
white veil and gray gloves complete the costume. rf 


At the turn of the century cycle clubs were popular across Canada, 
and women were always prominent among their memberships. This sport, as 
far as women were concerned, really did not advance beyond the recreat- 
ional stage. This was probably because many other sports became popular, 
and the automobile and motor cycle replaced the bicycle as a means of 
transport. An exception to this was the rise in popularity of six-day 
events, in which women professionals appeared and raced in many events 
across Canada. 

Women's sport fashions played important roles in other sports. 
Swimming, because of the increasing number of drownings reported, 


attracted much attention. Women's bathing suits were often described 


in great details: 


There is no doubt that the less cumbersome the clothing 
the more beneficial the bath, and ladies who are fortunate 
in having private bathing places will find a flannel dress, 
made with a loose blouse waist and short closed drawers, 
very nearly perfection; but for the ordinary bather, who has 
to take her chance with many others, there is no better 
design than the one which also serves as a gymnastic suit, 
and consists of a sailor blouse, skirt and trousers. The 
skirt is plain in front, and there is no more fullness in 
either blouse or skirt than is necessary to its good 
appearance, The amount of material required for this entire 
suit is a little less than nine years...The best form is 
the loose sacque, or the yoke waist, both of them to be 
belted in, and falling about midway between the knee and the 
ankle; an oilskin cap to protect the hair from the water 
and marine socks to match the dress complete the out fit, 13 





Llinia, 


12 
Manitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, June 18, 1900 and The Globe and 
Mail, Toronto, June 16, 1902. 


ere Abrahamson, God Bless Our House, (Canada: Burns and 
MacEarchern Ltd., 1966), pp.117-8. 
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Big 203 Mountaineering in the Rockies, 1907. 





Fig. 64. Ladies' foot race, Toronto's Centre Island, 1910. 
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As the sport increased in popularity women adapted their costumes. 
Later in the twentieth century they "no longer wore the skirted, heavy 
bathing costumes of earlier days but now donned a tight-fitting woollen 
outfit which was a vast improvement over its predecessor "14 This new 
form of swimming apparel allowed women to raise their participation from 
that of an interested spectator at public holiday aquatic celebrations! 
to active participation in numerous swimming and life saving classes. 16 
By 1913, for example, four girls participated in the 1% mile annual 
swimming race across Toronto Bay. !/ In 1916 the first all-women's swim 
club was formed in Winnipeg!® and international competitions were held 
between United States and Canadian clubs. 19 Women were still not content 
with the extent of their swimming participation and, in 1920, the first 
ladies' water-polo match was held in Toronto s 4 

The advent of indoor pools was the main reason for the great in- 
crease in swimming's popularity during this time.; it followed the 
continuing trend towards indoor sports. 

Golf, in the twentieth century, was another sport which women 


used to develop the concept of freedom, and Joseph T, Clark wrote: 





15 


14yall, op. cit, ap.12%i Manitoba Free Press, July 6, 1900. 


l6yavis E, Berridge, "The Development of the Red Cross Water 
Safety Service and Royal Life Saving Society in Canada."" Unpublished 
M.Sc. Thesis, University of Wisconsin, Illinois, 1966, p.22. 


17the Globe and Mail, August 11, 1913. 


184 anitoba Free Press, April 14 and June 14, 1916. 





19;4id,, July 22, 1918. 


*Onhe Globe and Mail, May 7, 1920. 
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If the game has a beneficial effect on men, this must 
be much more true of its effects on women, who are in- 
duced to take open air exercise, walk kone distances and 
throw off restraining fashions in dress.2 


Earlier in the period this sport was reserved "primarily for the 
fashionably well to do, "22 but it was quickly taken over by the working 
class girl and assumed the role that the bicycle had filled previously 
in Canadian social history. Like the cycle, it caused much speculation, 
as may be seen from the report which appeared in the Montreal Herald: 

"There goes a girl with the golf walk," a man said 

to his companion walking on St. Catherine Street yester- 

day morning, and everybody within hearing turned to see 

the latest product of the links. It was exemplified on 

this occasion by one of the belles of Montreal's most 

Swagger society.... That long, loose-jointed stride, 

those flapping arms, that "poked" neck and head, that 

curious flat-chested carriage, are only too familiar .23 

By 1900, women were playing golf at all the levels up to the inter- 
national, with great success .** Their rapid development within this 
sport resulted in the formation of the Canadian Ladies' Golf Union in 
ia13. This provided a central organization for the various provincial 
bodies and gave them a united voice in the development of Canadian golf. 
As the number of golf courses increased and equipment became more 


reasonably priced, this sport, like several others, moved down the social 


ladder to become a popular middle-class activity. 


2lthe Globe and Mail, May 7, 1920. 


22 Soseph T. Clark, "Golf in Canada", The Canadian Magazine, 26:43, 
November, 1905. 


23Montreal Gazette, Montreal, May 28, 1900. 


24canadian Golf Review, Spring 1967 Supplement, (Toronto: Royal 
Canadian Golf Association). 

2 rade Moore and A.E, Coombe, "The First Fifty Years, 1913-1963," 
The Canadian Ladies' Golf Union Yearbook, 1963 , p.4. 
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Because of the nature of the game, tennis had suffered consid- 
erably in popularity in the nineteenth century because of the restrictive 


clothing of women athletes, An early report in ]684 indicated this point as 


follows: 
Tennis - If played by girls it should be played 


without corsets. Against a young fellow in flannels a 

girl in stays and a dress weighted with the cumbersome 

protuberances which are now in fashion has no chance.... 

The proper tennis costume for a girl would be a 

Garibaldi shirt and a plain skirt, as light as possible, 

but girls do not really care enough for tennis to make 

any sacrifice of adornment for its sake .2 

By 1900 women were prepared to make the "sacrifice" in order to 
participate,and the "up-to-date tennis enthusiast wore an ankle-length 
skirt over billowing petticoats, and a blouse fastened to the skirt with 
safety pins."2/ Even accidents to their apparel did not prevent them 
from playing,and players were observed "stepping out of their petticoats 
which had broken loose in a strenuous rally."'28 

Tennis, from very early times, had been played at national and 
international levels. Due to the lack of commercialization within this 
sport it never reached the level of participation for women that golf, 
basketball and aquatics attained. The church did much to popularize the 
game, but it retained much of its upper class characteristic until later 
in the twentieth century. 

The trend towards indoor sportsShad its effect on women's activity. 


Curling had long been played by them, but as indoor rinks rapidly 


developed so did women's clubs and leagues. Such was their skill at the 


26the Reporter and Fredericton Advocate, Fredericton, July 9, 1884. 


27yall, op.cit., p.132. 


28 rnest A, Bland, Fifty Years of Sport. (London: Daily Mail, 
1946), p.330. 
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game that the Quebec ladies, in 1903, challenged the visiting Scotsmen 
of the Royal Caledonian team, and the ladies won. But the captain of 
the Scots, the Reverend John Kerr, pointed out several details of the 
match: 
Apart from the point of gallantry the result was not 

to wonder at, for here and elsewhere in Canada the ladies 

play the game with small iron stones about half the size 

and weight of the irons used by the gentlemen, in the use 

of which, by long practice, they are past masters, while 

the Scotsmen were considerably at sea at what might be 

regarded as a ping-pong form of curling. It was most 

refreshing to see the dexterity of the lady curlers, and 

the enthusiastic way in which they entered into the game, 

sweeping being quite a lesson to everyone. 

The first provincial curling championship was organized in 1902 by 
Quebec >” and its popularity increased rapidly, with teams coming from 
various centres in North America.>- Winnipeg ladies had organized their 
own club by 1909, >” and such was their prowess that a male member of the 
Strathcona Club remarked: 

Many of the crack curlers of this club are beginning 

to get envious of the remarkable feats which the fair 

ones are performing on ice, some of the shots which they 

have been making in the club matches have been bordering 

on the sensational.33 

Skating was another sport which benefited by the movement indoors, 
and women's fancy or figure skating became very popular, particularly in 


the higher social group. The sport received much support from several 


of Canada's Governor-Generals and their families. The Countess of Minto, 





29Reverend John Kerr, Curling in Canada and the United States, 


— <_—_——_<_— ————— ae 


(Edinburgh: George A. Morton, 1904), pp.171-2. 
30 the Globe and Mail, December 31, 1902. 


31vontreal Gazette, February 7, 1905. 


32Manitoba Free Press, January 14, 1911. 33Tbid. 
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for example, gave a trophy to help promote women's participation, in 
1903, under the following conditions: 


At some date in February hereafter to be named, Her 
Excellency the Countess of Minto proposes to offer a 
prize for ladies' skating to be called the "Countess of 
Minto's Prize." The object of the competition will be 
to encourage skating, especially as regards as [sic] 
exact execution on the edges, control of these edges and 
the necessary position of the body to render them 
possible, in connection with large curves which add to 
the beauty and grace of skating. Each figure will be 
skated to a centre. 


In 1914 the Canadian Amateur Skating Association was formed and 


their first Dominion championships, that year, included three women's 


35 


events; singles, pairs and fours. Around this time Canada's long line 


of famous international champion skaters appeared. Jean Chevalier, with 


Norman Scott of Montreal, won the United States pairs competition in 


‘New Haven, Connecticut. 2° 


Probably the most popular indoor game developing during this period, 
was basketball which was quickly adopted by women athletes, It was intro- 
duced through the Y.M.C.A's., and women's teams quickly epoeeeed in 
universities and schools, as an article in the McGill newspaper in 1901 
indicated: 


The gymnasium game of basketball has been enthusias- 
tically taken up by the girls, and bids fair to occupy a 
high place in their conversation and affections as foot- 
ball does their brothers. Several invincible teams have 
been formed, and so diligently are they practising that, 
ere the year is gone, the college will doubtless possess 
more than one team confident enough to challenge Vassar, 
Wellesley, or any other American college. 





35the Globe and Mail, February 14, 1914. 


341434,, January 19, 1903. 


36 the Leader, Regina, March 23, 1914. 


37014 McGill, McGill University Newspaper, Montreal, 4:143, 1901. 





















? ; : : a 
st ,notteqtoti1zsq a'asmow stomozq gion o3 yigox13 8 oveg . 9iqan 


, 


saaolitibnos gniwollo? sedi xabau £08 


al 
7 


19H ,baman od 02 1teitseted yreutdel ni sieb amos $i) cake 
& tsito of ssaoqoTg o3nIM To esaned oft yonsITIasxa As J 
snednuod" sid beliso ed 03 gatiaites eeibes rot ssttq 

; noliijaqmoon eft to sosftdo sAT esizd s'ojniM © 
fote] 28 sbysgez as yilstoesqes _gntiele 9gsiw03Ns O32 ac 
s esgbs seers to [otinos ,eegbs oft no nokiuoexs Josxe 
it ysbust of ybod sid to notiteoq yiseessen sd3 

98 dotdw esvivo ogrsl dilw aolisennos al ,sidieeoq 

[It wugii dosd .gnitedta to sostg bas yiuesd sf 

NM s13n99 8 OF boise 


101 ssw motisisossA gnisale sustamA malbane) odd Of@l al 
ae'nemow sotds bebulonl .rsev jsdd ,eaqtdanolqmeds notalmod eit’ 


t . 


suij eldi bavotA *~,exv0i bos etiagq ,esignia ;83i 


faiw .xrstisvedS nsol .bs 1B2qq8 a1%sjexe colqmeds Isroliaatejat evomst ie 
we ‘= 
!ijeqmos etisq esta72 betta eds mow ,Ise13n0M to 33 soot mae 
: ; 3 
. 7 


.Juatioennod H val 


‘ 


oc 


BY s ci 
.botxsq elds gatwhb gntqolovsb smag toobni isluqeq jeom eds dadoxt ih 
int enw iI .esdsidits semow yd betaqobs yidolup sew dotdw tisdoslen 


it berseqqe yidolup emss} e’momow bone ,.e°A.O-MLY off? dguoxds bso 







avi 


i7 
hia 


; 
I0@I at sxeseaqeawen IIfDoM siz nt sflolirs ns 8 ,efoonoa bas seister. 
- 


4 * 


” ~ , ; 





-ersleudins noed ead Ilediedesd Io smag mw Lesnereg nll 

B yquoo0 oJ tist ebid bos ,altig afd yd qu mooisd vwisoty § % 

_ 300% as anol ootis bua noltsetevaon.rztedi at soslq dgid 
‘sved emsst bieehgrsbirel Isrevee .etasi3ord ‘sted’ asob Iisd © 2 oq 
. rhety: cords 18 Pts pe ep teal bap bemr02 asec a 


411 


As the various universities across Canada developed the game, 
women's rules were gradually codified and leagues formed. By 1910 inter- 
club games were fairly common, such as the one between Queen's University 
girls and the Toronto Y.W.C.A.: 


A very large crowd turned out to see the game, in- 
cluding several hundred ladies. It quite beautified our 
old gym when the rows of bright faces and bright colours 
were arranged around the side. 


The Y.W.C.A. were our girls' first victims. Mr. Bews 
has been boasting for some time about his team, but we 
thought he was simply indulging in pleasantry. However 
our eyes were opened. The girls played beautiful ball. 
Short, fast passing, quick running, hard checking and 
some really splendid shooting, marked the game. It was 
the combination that pleased us most. Our team was much 
lighter than the Y's and would have been snowed under Lf 
they had not taken the ball down the floor by exceedingly 
clever passing. At half-time the score was three all, 
but in the second period we drew right away. The final 
score was 11-5 for Queens. 


Canada's greatest women's sporting team started its rise to 
prominence during this era. The Edmonton "Grads" girls' basketball team, 
under the leadership of J. Percy Page, started in 1915 and played together 
for twenty-five years. They piayed 522 games in Canada, the United 
States of America and Europe during this period,and were defeated only 
twenty times, winning several world championships.” One of their finest 
compliments was the following letter from James Naismith, the Canadian 


inventor of basketball: 





38Queens University Journal, Queens University Newspaper, Kingston, 
December 1, 1910. 


3 °Nancy Howell and Maxwell L. Howell, Sport and Games in Canadian 
Life, 1700 to the Present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.316. 





























\ 
7 » 
Sates 
,oneg sf3 beqoleveb shsnad seorse estitarevinu SusExey: ond sA- 
r ; ‘3 —— 
~tetak OJ0l ya .bewrot esugsel bas bslitbos ylisubsasg sisw esluz 2' nemo a 
ad hg 
) : = ; , & 3 i 7 —_—. a 
YitarsvinU e’nssuf) geewied smo sii es daua ,nommos yitisi siew. 29M82 dy. a 
be « : =< 


: :.A,9.W.Y ojnoxoT offs buns sizig 


“mi . 9mBS 1 ese o1 3uo B: arn (3 bwors ogial yrev A ; 
BI 


5 
sed ailup 3I .eestbsl betbaud Isisvea gatbulo : 

uolos J bas 39582 jdighsd * io awor sft sedw avg bic - 
-8bie sii bavors bogas116 S194 = 


-™ .emtjoiv jgexti ‘elals Sid atow .A.9.W.Y odT 
tud .mssd eld tucds smi3 smoe 102 snijesod ased esd 
vIn fq ni gatgiubat yiqmiea eaw of tdguod3 
jused bsyslq als 748 eft .bensqo stew esys ao . 
yoinosdo bisd ,.gninnuy Aotup .gnieasq Jes? .3t0d8 
esw JI .smsg aid boadlism ,gntioode Sthasiqe yilssz smos 
ioum @sw mee u .t20m ev bsansiq Jedi molisnitdmos sii 
tsbay bswone ased svad bluow ban a'Y edi oad seddatl 
fanibssoxs yd roof od3 mwob Ilsd orls asdsd jon bad yous 
iis seid} enw stooa afd smlt-ilad 3A .agniessq azavels 
pori fizla wetb sw hboltsq bnodse sAii-ak jud 


““,enosu@ vod ¢-Il easw etoos 
. » 


| / ; rete Pd at ' 
63 esit ejt bsetisje mset gntitoge e'asmow Jestsetg e'sbaasD * 

bs mele ; 7 Tat - L- — ar ‘ . - : ; =. 
-MB97 iis SACEG Siti 35 Svs td NOIMOMPS Sri -BT9 etria Bn STUD haere - 7 gf. 


yeiq bos @10I ak bottete . seed yorel .L 20 qidersbsel od3 18 baw 
betinU eds .sbsas) at esmpg SS¢ boyslq yedT .axssy evi? -viged! | 02 

. F ri? : "We 

vino bsiseisb stew bne.boiraq etd gntiub eqotmd bas soltemA to 293 83% 


Jeonti xisd3 to end Ce eqidesotqmad> bizow Is1svee egnny eos Yan 


Mi imetsn nomsl wo72 19339! gaiwolio3 my 2av sanomtiq 09 





—_——a 






hi fhe egies w ma) dad ond: 3) 


wy 


a areet 
2 ee So 


412 


To the Commercial Grads, Past and Present: 

Permit me to add my hearty congratulations to the many 
that must have poured in from your host of friends and 
admirers on this your twenty-first birthday. Your 
record is without parallel in the history of basketball. 
There is no team that I mention more frequently in talking 
about the game. My admiration is not only for your 
remarkable record of games won (which of itself would make 
you stand out in the history of basketball) but also for 
your record of clean play, versatility in meeting teams at 
their own style, and more especially for your unbroken 
record of good sportsmanship. It is the combination of 
all these things that make your record so wonderful. 


My admiration and respect go to you also because you 
have remained unspoiled by your successes, and have re- 
tained the womanly graces notwithstanding your partici- 
pation in a strenuous game. You are not only an inspiration 
to basketball players throughout the world, but a model 
for all girls' teams. Your attitude and success have been 
a source of gratification to me in illustrating the 
possibilities of the game in the development of the ares 
type of womanhood. 


This message would not be complete without a reference 
to my good friend, Mr. Percy Page, who, of course, is 
chiefly responsible for your success. You are indeed 
fortunate in having a man like Mr. Page as your coach, for 
I regard him as the greatest coach and the most superb 
Sportsman it has ever been my good fortune to meet. 


Most sincerely yoyees 
James Naismith.1 


Several other indoor games became popular during this era, such 
as volleyball, table tennis or ping pong and badminton, which were 
quickly adopted and played by Canadian women. Fencing was another sport 
that became popular in the Y.W.C.A's., private clubs, colleges and even 
churches, for women enthusiasts. The Toronto University newspaper, in 


1901, gave the following report: 





“Ocommercial Graduates Club, “Sitting on Top of the World," 
(Pamphlet, Edmonton, 1940). 
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Ever since the reopening of college, a number of girls 

have devoted themselves enthusiastically to fencing, and 

now the "extend! lungé. guard!" of the fencing master are 

not the only sounds which break the silence inside the 

gymnasium, and the foils are no longer alone in varying 

the monotony of its four white walls. 

Although the trend was for indoor sports, in this era, a winter 
activity which would eventually see many Canadians return to the out-of- 
doors was skiing which was growing slowly in popularity and, like most 
new sports, was quickly adopted by female athletes. Clubs developed 
across Canada and, in 1911, the Edmonton Ski Club, in an effort to 
increase their membership, issued the following statement for their 
fourth annual jumping competition: 

The tournament will be opened by a lady skier, skiing 

down the lower hill, and it is to be hoped that the 

Edmonton ladies will pay close attention as the Edmonton 

Ski Club wants to have every lady take up skiing. 42 

In their continuing battle for the franchise, women athletes were 
always willing to participate in different sports. Shooting, rowing, 
canoeing, field hockey and archery all received their enthusiasm. Hockey 
was another sport that Canadian girls enjoyed; it was very popular with 
leagues in most of the larger cities, while smaller towns had teams 
which played regular challenge matches. Such a game was reported by 
The Globe, in 1900: 

Amid the cheers of five hundred enthusiastic spec- 
tators, the Owen Sound hockeyists defeated the fair 

puck chasers from Orangeville by a score of 2-0 in a 


well-contested and most exciting game played in the local 
rink to-night. The galleries were crowded and the large 





+1 the Varsity, University of Toronto Newspaper, Toronto, December 
3, 1901. 


425 dmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, February 27, 1914. 
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audience evidenced its enjoyment by generous applause 
to both ladies. The visiting ladies arrived on the 
1:20 p.m. C.P.R. express, and were met at the station 
by the local club, whose guests they are to-night. The 
match started at 8:20 o'clock, and for sixteen minutes 
neither side scored. Then Miss Cassie Pearson placed a 
beautiful shot in the Orangeville goal, and scored the 
first goal for Owen Sound. Half-time arrived before 
either side scored again. When the puck was again in 
play, the visitors made strenuous efforts to even the 
score, but these attacks were repulsed by the local 
defense. Miss Addie Thompson, at cover point, played 

a beautiful game. Owen Sound then resumed the aggressive 
and made things lively around the Orangeville goal. 
After seventeen minutes of play, Miss May Scully scored 
the second goal for the home team. Time was up before 
any further goals were scored, and Owen Sound was 
declared victorious. 


The women overcame some of the rough aspects of the game by 
eliminating body checking ,"which means that no shoving of a person into 
the boards by using bodily strength would be permitted."44 Women's teams 
were not always content to play against each other, and the ladies’ team 
of the Saskatchewan Co-operative in Regina often challenged men's teams. 
Body checking was not allowed, but still many of the men were dubious 
concerning these games. A later report indicated their growing con- 
fidence: 

One or two of the gentlemen players, however, seemed 

to have lost some of their bashfulness since the last 

game, and gained confidence to such an extent that their 

rushes were more frequent and really worthwhile. 


By 1917 women's teams, such as the Alert Ladies' Hockey team of 


Ottawa, “© were making successful tours of the United States. As other 





430ne Globe and Mail, February 15, 1900. 


44s E. Marie Parkes, The Development of Women's Athletics at the 


University of Toronto, (University of Toronto: Womens Athletic Association, 
1961), p. EE 


4S the Leader, Regina, February 17, 1914. 


46vanitoba Free Press, March 7, 1917. 
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sports, such as basketball and skiing, which were also more socially 
accepted, became popular, hockey lost its appeal to women athletes. 

Snowshoeing was another sport in which women participated in the 
early years of the twentieth century. They even had their own clubs, 
such as Winnipeg's Alpha Club, in 1907. Tramps were often held with 
men's clubs in the area, such as the one with the Holly Club of which 
the Manitoba Free Press issued the following report: 


It was ladies' night and there were many of the fair 
sex in attendance. The big drifts of snow did not handi- 
cap them a little bit, as they got over them as easily 
as their escorts. The start was made at Norwood bridge 
and a two mile trip on the flats was indulged in before 
the party wound up at the Wolseley Hall in Norwood, where 
a programme of music, dancing, singing with refreshments 
served to end up a most pleasant evening. 


Mountaineering for women was another sport that lost its popular 
appeal by 1920. Track and field however retained its popularity. There 
was little competition during this period for women athletes, except at 
public holiday functions and in walking races; these were fairly common. 
In 1907 the Daily Star of Toronto sponsored a ten mile event: 


Thousands of spectators saw the race from start to 
finish, though the course was supposed to be a secret. 
Such expectation showed a usual confidence in the re- 
ticence of the sex, as more than a hundred ladies had 
entered and eighty-six came to the starting point, at 
the corner of Dundas and Howland Avenue. 


It was obvious that Canada's women had a long way to go in track 
and field, but by 1921 they were competing internationally and, in 1928, 


they entered the Olympics with great success. In fact, the "six girls 


won two gold medals and the unofficial team cpempionehip.”*° 


—— 


47 thid., January 4, 1907. 


48outdoor Canada, Hamilton, 3:262, December 1907. 


49411, op.cit., pp.131-2. 
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Pig.pibo. A lady equestrian, around 1910. 





Fig. 66. Royal Victoria College Basketball Club, 
Montreal, 1906. 
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With the great emphasis on professional athleticism in men's sports 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, it was not surprising 
that women would also move in that direction as a means of financial 
gain. Reports of women in such professional matches as wrestling, 
cycling and golf were indicated in earlier chapters. The sport which 
attracted most attention in this regard was baseball, because it was not 
generally accepted as a woman's game, as Albert G, Spalding indicated in 
SOT: 

...-But neither our wives, our sisters, our daughters, 

nor our sweethearts, may play Base Ball on the field. 

They may play cricket, but seldom do; they may play Lawn 

Tennis, and win championships; they may play Basketball, 

and achieve laurels; they may play Golf, and receive 

trophies; but Base Ball is too strenuous for womenkind, 

except as she may take part in the grand stand.50 

Mr. Spalding did not take into account the possible modification 
of the game into softball, which later became a very popular woman's 
sport. Nor did he acknowledge the existence of the "so called" women's 
professional teams, such as the Boston Bloomers, which toured Canada, 
usually playing against men's teams. The following is the report of one 
of those games: 

.. The first innings had only gone a few minutes 

before the men who were masquerading as girls, could be 

picked out. It was stated before the game that there 

were five men in the combination -- as a matter of fact 

there were only four playing. The pitcher, catcher, 

first base and short stop were the "ladies" who grow 

beards and drink at bars between games. 

Second and third bases, and the outfield positions 


were filled with women all right -- that could be seen 
by their play, and as ball players they were punk. 





304 1c, Spalding, America's National Game, (New York: American 
Sports Publishing Co., 1911), pp.10-11. 
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It was consequently four men playing nine, ... Their 

work was good, but it got laughable when the man on 

short stop would have to go out and take the ball from 

the right field lady because she had the woman's throwing- 

stones-at-a-chicken style of sending in the ball, and 

could hardly get it more than a few feet. 

The first World War produced changes for women athletes, in that 
many leagues and competitions were set aside, but recreational sport 
continued at a high level of participation. Lawn bowling and other 
activities experienced a rise in women's participation as they were able 
to use many of the facilities which had previously been dominated by 
male athletes. Thus, when the war finished, women athletes were ready 
to continue their use of sports as one of the means to gain freedom and 
emancipation. 

Several factors during those twenty years were important in aiding 
the rapid increase of women's participation in a wide range of sports. 
Industrialization allowed women to move out of the home for gainful 
employment, which, in turn, increased their leisure time and recreational 
pursuits. Improved transportation allowed them to use the increasing 
number of sports facilities and led to the formation of numerous leagues 
and finally provincial, national and international competitions. Schools 
and universities realized the need for physical education for girls, which 
was helped by the indoor trend in Canadian sports and the development of 
new sports such as basketball and volleyball which were suited for 


gymnasium competition. Women's clothes became more suitable for physical 


activity with the adoption of the "bloomer" type sports costume. 





3 lyvancouver Province, Vancouver, July 9, 1900. 
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The news media became more interested in and reported on the various 
aspects of women's sports and their increased participation. 

By 1920 women athletes hac won for themselves a respectful place 
on Canada's sports field. They had developed many of the sports to 
international standards, and in 1924, when they entered their first 
Olympics, proved to be most successful. Emancipation, if not completely 


won, was well on the way to being completed. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY SPORT 


Canadian universities, prior to the twentieth century, were pro- 
minent with respect to their dedicated leadership in national sport, 
particularly in rugby football, hockey and track and field. Private 
schools, during that era, were very popular, and in them such sports as 
cricket and rugby football were fostered, while public schools concen- 
trated more on association football or soccer. ! Schools and universities 
were not only the breeding grounds for new sports, but when their students 
graduated they were instrumental in the diffusion of these games across 
Canada. 

Because of the large numbers of English immigrants employed as 
teachers and professors in these institutions, the traditionally British 
sports such as cricket, rowing, soccer and rugby were introduced into the 
curriculum. This, plus the early influence of the English garrisons 
stationed across Canada, was mainly responsible for the heritage of 
British sports that pervaded Canadian society in the nineteenth century. 

In the twentieth century, school and university sports contributed 
significantly to the total development of Canadian sport. During the 
first two decades many other agencies were instituted,and these gradually 
took over much of the leadership and innovation of sport, which univer- 
sities and schools had earlier fostered. The Y.M.C.A., and later the 


Y.W.C.A., were both active and influential organizations in the realm of 





Iaiian E, Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900," unpub- 
lished Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.406. 
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Sport, and many national and provincial sport-governing bodies were 
inaugurated. The Canadian Amateur Athletic Association (C.A.A.A.), and 
later the Amateur Athletic Union of Canada (A.A.U.of C.), were formed to 
control national and international amateur sport and help curb the rise 
of professionalism. 

As women's sport participation increased, many clubs and 
associations were formed to control their own activities. In order to 
consolidate and hold their position in Canadian society, the church also 
became interested in sport, and organized many teams and leagues in the 
various games. Immigrants brought their own sports with them, as well as, 
at times, the organizations to control these new activities. Curling 
clubs, for example, endeavoured to affiliate with the Royal Caledonian 
Club of Scotland. 

The First World War reduced the importance of the universities in 
the Canadian sporting world, as young men left their books and the playing 
fields to take up their rifles. School sport, however, was not greatly 
affected during the war and, in fact, the level of participation probably 
increased, especially for girls. Thus, by 1920, many organizations 
shared the responsibilities that, prior to 1900,were the exclusive rights 
of Canadian universities and schools. One of the marked effects of this 
loss of leadership by the universities was that the traditionally British 
sports were gradually replaced or modified by an increasing American 
influence. 

Although universities, by 1900, played many sports, their influences 
were most important in football, hockey and track and field. Canadian 


football owes more to J.T.M. (Thrift) Burnside, the University of Toronto's 
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Rugby team captain in 1899,” for the game's development than perhaps to 
any other single individual. His innovations were to set the trends in 
this sport, and these ultimately led to the present game. 

During the early years of the twentieth century, the Canadian 
Intercollegiate Rugby Football Union (C.1.R.F.U.), which was formed in 
1898, was the dominating force in Canadian Football. When the Grey Cup 
was instituted in 1909, for the top amateur team in Canada, university 
teams held the title from 1909 to 1924, except for three years when 
Hamilton teams were the champions. Another present-day pattern was 
rapidly developing by 1920.4 Professional teams in football were rising 
and, after 1924, universities were never to recapture their early 
dominance in this sport. 

Canadian football was very popular with the eastern private schools, 
such as Upper Canada College, Bishop Ridley College and many others. The 
sport experienced problems in public schools,and typical of the movement 
away from rugby towards association football was the decision of an 
Ontario school division in 1900: 

Football has been outlawed in Oswego County schools 

and colleges. The Oswego Teachers' Association at a 


recent meeting denounced the game as brutal and 
dangerous .? 





2 
T.A. Reed, The Blue and White, (Toronto: University of Toronto 


Press, 1944), p.82. 

3Nancy Howell and Maxwell L. Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life - 1700 to the Present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), 
pp.196-/7. 


“prank Cosentino, "A History of Canadian Football 1909-1968," Unpublished 
M.A. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.93. 


The Globe and Mail, Toronto, December 13, 1900. 
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Public schools in this period were active in several sports, 
and this concern eventually led to the formation of governing bodies to 
control sport and organize inter-scholastic competitions. The Globe, 
in March, 1901, gave the following report of such an organization: 
The Toronto public school teachers met in the Board 
Room on Saturday morning for the purpose of forming an 
athletic organization to be called the Toronto Public 
Schools' Athletic Association. Mr. James L. Hughes, 
inspector of schools, is the new president. He previously 
organized the basketball and association football 
competitions. © 
Association football was popular in public schools across Canada 
during this period,and matches were played wherever two teams could be 
mustered. Mention should also be made of English rugby, the predecessor 
of Canadian football. This game was played mainly in two geographical 
areas - the Maritimes and British Columbia. Dalhousie University, during 
the period, probably produced Canada's best scholastic teams. In 1903, 
they sent a team which defeated Montreal and Westmount, and won the English 
rugby championship of Eastern Canada. This was the first time that 
Dalhousie had sent a team to piay outside the Maritime provinces. / Such 


was the enthusiasm for this game that the following description was a 


regular occurrence at their matches: 


The bright colored costumes of the fair spectators and 
the many ribbons and flags exhibited by the enthusiasts 
of the respective clubs gave the crowd a gala appearance. 
The animation and excitement made itself felt in the air. 
The students in a body occupied the north stand. Yellow 
and black flags, ribbons and streamers and freshmen with 
yellow chrysanthemums and sticks were outstanding features 
of this part of the crowd. 





gt March 18, 1901. 


"Kay Bisakowski, "The History of Athletics and Physical Education 
at Dalhousie University.'' Unpublished paper, Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, 1963, p.11l. 
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One-two-three! 
U-pi-dee! 
Dal-hous-ie! 

The consciousness of impending victory lent vim to the 

throats of the students.8 

Hockey was another major university sport during the period, 
although the university influence on this sport in the twentieth century 
waned quickly as professionalism developed. School leagues were very 
common,as the game was very popular and was usually played at three 
levels - senior, intermediate and junior. 

In 1902, the Intercollegiate Hockey Union was formed with Toronto, 
Queen's and McGill universities, and Osgoode, Ottawa, Trinity and Royal 
Military colleges.? When the Grey Cup was officially designated for the 
professional league, Sir Montague Allan gave a trophy for the amateur 
senior national championship in 1908. This cup, in its second and third 
year, was won by Queen's University and Toronto's St. Michael's College, 
respectively. 19 In 1917 the School of Dentistry at the University of Toronto 
again won the trophy, and in 1921 the University of Toronto "Blues" 
became the last college team to capture the title. tt 

The only other activity which required individual discussion 
because of its prominent position in scholastic sport was track and field. 
Every school had its "sports day", "athletic carnival", "annual games" 
or "field day",when they held races, novelty and athletic events, and 
many others. For example, Upper Canada College had the following events - 
"cricket ball throw; standing broad jump; 100 yards (under 12 years); hop 
Stbid. Reed, Op git s¢p.193. 


10 owe ll and Howell, op.cit., p.209. 
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step and jump; running broad jump; shot put; 440 yards; 100 yards open; 
running high jump; half mile cycle; 120 yards hurdle; 220 yards open; 
half mile; Old Boy's race; two mile cycle and tug-o-war "12 

School competitions led to combined inter-scholastic competitions, 
such as the Separate Schools' Field Day, held at Toronto's Exhibition 
Park in 1900, with the following schedule of events: 

100 yards races for 12, 14, 16 years and open; 220 

yards for 12, 14 and 16 years; 440 yards for 14 years and 

open; sack race for 12 and 15 years; hurdle race for 12, 

14 years and open; 3-legged race for 12 years and open; 

potato race for 12 years and open; % mile open; % mile 

cycle for 13 years; 1 mile cycle for 15 years; 2 mile cycle 

open and open baseball throw. 13 
Several weeks later the annual Public School Games were held, with over 
3,000 children and large numbers of parents in attendance. Their pro- 
gramme included most of those held at the separate schools' competition, 
plus the following - throwing lacrosse and cricket balls, standing and 
running broad jumps, high jump, hop, step and jump, pole vault, shot put 
(10 1lbs.), 50 yards race for girls and basketball shooting competitions. !4 

Intercollegiate challenge track meets were fairly common by 1900 
(especially between the larger universities). In 1901,a combined Oxford 
and Cambridge universities team competed against a McGill-Toronto team in 
Montreal. The English visitors proved superior in every event except the 
440 yards event, which McGill's J.D. Morrow won in 50-3/5 ee nents 


During this period a number of university athletes, such as John Morrow 


12 the Globe and Mail, May 19, 1900. 
13toronto Daily Star, Toronto, May 26, 1900. 
l4qhe Globe and Mail, June 25, 1900. 


SReed, op.cit., p.155. 
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(McGill) - 1904 - Frank Halbus, Lou Siebert - 1908 - and Mel Brock 


(University of Toronto) - 1912 - represented Canada at Olympic Games. 
Canadian universities played a variety of sports during this 
period. In 1906, the Canadian Intercollegiate Athletic Union was formed 
with McGill, Toronto and Queen's universities, plus the following associate 
members - ree College, Trinity College, McMaster College and Royal 
Military College. That year there were only four intercollegiate 
championships - rugby foctball (started in 1898), track and field (1899), 
hockey (1903) and association football (1904). In 1909 the following 
Sports were included: harriers (cross country running); basketball; 
boxing, fencing and wrestling; swimming; tennis and water polo - with 
gymnastics being added in 1920, English rugby in 1921, golf in 1923 and 
rowing in 1925. Numerous other sports clubs, such as cricket, softball, 
lacrosse and skiing, were active on many campuses, but they did not 
achieve intercollegiate recognition. !/ 
The Maritimes Intercollegiate Athletic Union was organized in 1910, 
although many competitions had been played prior to that date. The 
members of this new organization were Dalhousie, St. Francis Xavier, 
Kings and Acadia in Nova Scotia,and the University of New Brunswick and 
Mount Allison in New Brunswick. The sports under their control included - 
English rugby, track and field, hockey, tennis and basketball, while 


boxing was added in 1912.18 


Ee Loosemore, "Intercollegiate Athletics in Canada," Journal of 
C.A.H.P.E.R., XXVII, 2, December 1961-January 1962, p.9. 
l7Reed, op.cit., pp.77-286. 


18) Gosemore, Op Seer ss Pu Lv. 
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The Prairies did not organize their Western Canada Intercollegiate 
Athletic Union until 1920, This comprised Universities of Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, with the University of British Columbia added 
in 1923, 1° . They competed in track and field, football, hockey and 
basketball in their early years, but later expanded to include most of 
the accepted university sports. 

Several others facets of interest in scholastic sport developed 
during this period. The "coach" in this period developed from the 
friendly faculty advisor or "honorary coach" to the position of dominance 
over his team that he occupies in present-day institutions. Frank (Shag) 
Shaughnessy, in 1912, took over McGill's football team on the understanding 
he would have complete control, 7? and stipulated that when he took charge 
of the team "the executive should sit in the grand stand while he 
directed play on the iciid a4 This new method proved so satisfactory 
that soon almost every institution across Canada was employing coaches 
with full authority to control their teams. By 1914 Dalhousie University 
reported the "coach system'' was in the process of being adopted.<? 

The feta nee of gymnasia in schools and universities played an 
important role in the indoor trend which sports underwent during this 
period. Basketball, boxing, fencing, wrestling, indoor-baseball (soft- 
ball) volleyball and gymnastics developed rapidly. The assault-at-arms 


was a popular athletic exhibition held within these gymnasia, and the 


19vanitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, January 10, 1920. 


20cosentino, op.cit., p.44. 
2lthe Globe and Mail, November 19, 1912. 


22Risakowski, op.cit., p.14. 
























/ 
er 
sas) irretsaW tisdt ssinsg7o Joa bib astriuad ost 7) 





MA 


jrsdIA-Yo esitlterevinl bselszemos efit OSCl {tiny mola oisefdas n 
) detsiad to yifereviall sds d3tw .adoj tae bas avodag le 

t - - ee . ' " 4 er - 
| s$o02 bt | tT * lecer 


oof I! oot ,bfett bas doazd at Seieqmes ysiT 
: : i - ra 7 
hi oJ DSoosqxs rs38i tod .aresy ylies tieda mt Iisdisdene 


P 


. 
Tt 


= 


.8itoqe yiletevinu be3qs998 & 

: 28 Se 

@ ot Jesrsdnl to et9962 atedie Istavs2 
iT .botxs anit 
on bofisq eins garg 


es 
t7) 3 "dono> Yisioned” to toatvbs Wivost yibaek 


Be oan 

c “! worsus ‘eb-jnseaitq ai esitquosce ei Jans mses eld 3s 
: Lif 

~~ 4 


1B baw adi : 3 Ifed3ooi a’ IIIOsM tevo Hood .SIer at . (82 snd guBde 


- 


; . ; . , 
© | nodw jada beisingije ban ~” Joxwinos sisiqmos svad Roe 
: = ie . 


(irw baste bastg od3 al ate bluofe eviivssxe 9fi" mes? odd 


_ i 
> anityolqms / ebansO ae01ds noljoilzéat yrsve iaomIs noose Fae 


<a 
ae 
-_ ra » 7 4 Y 
euonisd sf ms 53 sj fotinos o3 yitrodjus Iivt doh 
“ - ~~ > 
- teen aie 
bsiqob nied 30 sasso07q efi at esw “medjeye dosos” sii bes tog 
; ; — 
. =. iP ji deae aarke oe faad | obese 9 ‘ ‘a . 
Ne wv: Ves 1] 2SLIL@61SViInNv DNB S100N08 AI Alebomye 49 Jnsmqol avab edT i ry 
i ana i 


eta gniivb Jnswisbauw asitoqe doidw bass3 1zoobalk ej ol mot 4 fr: — 





e708) Iiedsaead-toobnl .gnilieorw qwatoaes «gaizod © trate meE, 


are, | - 


sid 
ituwees eft .ylbiq BT beqofaveb sotsentangs bas L18dys tl 





+ 
i» 








427 


events at the University of Toronto included: 


Vaulting exhibition, singlestick contest, tug-of-war, 
exhibition of bayonet work, exhibition on the rings, 
"pick-a-back" wrestling in which representatives of the 
different years competed, foils, parallel bars, hori- 
zontal bars, bayonet vs. sword, quarter staff, ending 
with a sparring exhibition. 23 


These existing programs were continued annually at Toronto, with fencing 

the most popular activity until 1909,when boxing and wrestling were 

added as intercollegiate competitions; and in 1921 gymnastics were added. 24 
In 1909, Lord Strathcona set up a trust fund to supply the provinces 

with money to encourage the development of school military-training. 

Recipients of the fund were to: 


.. incorporate physical training as an integral part 
of the curriculum in all schools above the primary grades, 
to form cadet corps, and to provide teacher training in 
physical education. The instructors were to be supplied 
and paid by the Army, provided the provincial Department 
of Education would allocate time at the Normal College for 
"physical training instruction,'' and encourage the teachers 
once they left the Normal College, to include physical 
drill "as part of the school program. Canada had few pro- 
fessionally trained physical educators, so most provinces 
availed themselves of the funds established by this trust, 
and entered into agreement with the federal government. 
As a result the work was carried on by Army sergeants. 
Their teaching was supplemented in the normal schools by the 
use of the British Syllabus of Physical Exercises for Public 
Schools, printed in 1904. This was based on the Ling system 
of gymnastics. 


Physical educators generally agree that this system had its good 
points - but it did suppress sports' participation in sports at schools 
that were in favour of military type drill and activities. In time these 


systems of exercises were replaced by games, dances, swimming and other 





e4trhid., p.226. 


23Reed, op.cit., pp.225-6. 


25MLL. Van Vliet (ed.), Physical Education in Canada, Scarborough, 
Ontario: Prentice-Hall of Canada, Ltd., 1965, p.5. 
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activities, but "with each war and the revival of interest in physical 
fitness, there was a return to exercises strongly reminiscent of the 
Strathcona system,"'7° 

The indoor trend of Canadian sport in this period could be linked 
with the increasing American influence, particularly with respect to 
basketball, indoor baseball and volleyball. These activities were intro- 
duced into Canada and were quickly developed by universities, schools, 
Y.M.C.A's., Y.W.C.A's., churches, playgrounds and other organizations. 
These activities were suited to scholastic institutions, because of the 
need to provide new and interesting physical exercises to their students 
during the long winters. 

The First World War produced changes in university and school 
sport. The universities were quick to accept the 'thallengée} and inter- 
collegiate sport, by 1915, had ceased to be played across Canada.*’ 
School sport continued, but with many of the male teachers in active 
service, boys' games lost some of their impetus, while girls' sports 
appeared to develop rapidly. This was also true for the universities, as 
girls' sports increased in number and participation. 

By the end of 1918 many of the soldiers had returned and university 
sport was being reorganize but the Spanish influenza epidemic caused 
all Canadian sport to be cancelled until early in 1919," 


Later that year scholastic sport had regained most of its pre-war 


organization - but there were some changes. Cricket, one of Canada's 





267444., p.127. 


27mne Globe and Mail, September 23 and 25,, 1915. 


28 reed, op.cit., p.47. 
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oldest sports, was not revived in many universities and cities across 
the nation.*? This ‘demise may have been helped by a change in the 
academic year, which shortened the fall period and made a cricket 
competition virtually impossible. 

During these important years, which Roxborough describes as 


"Canada's Golden Age in sport's activities,"'99 


schools and universities 
played an important role in the development of national sport. Even if 
the leadership of Canadian sport had moved from the universities to out- 
side organizations, these institutions must be regarded as the "nurseries" 
in which a great number of future sportsmen and sportswomen were developed. 
Some exceptional scholastic events and performances have already been 
indicated in football, hockey and track and field - but it would be re- 
miss if a few of the other sports achievements were not noted. 

Lacrosse was very strong as a school sport during this period. In 
Winnipeg, a School Boys' League was reorganized in 1902 with five senior 


and ten junior teams competing.-- 


Leagues were popular in the east with 
Toronto schools - Jarvis, Parkdale and Technical High - forming a com- 
petition in 1905, 22 which by 1911 grew to eighteen teams .>2 The most 
famous university team was the Toronto team of 1908 which, in that year, 


won the Intercollegiate Championship of North America. They repeated 


this feat again in 1910 but, because of the growing superiority of American 





29 Ter dle: 267% 


20 nahey Roxborough, One Hundred - Not Out, (Toronto: The Ryerson 
Press, 1966), p.247. 


3lyanitoba Free Press, April 12, 1902. 





32the Globe and Mail, April 11, 1905. 2°Ibid., April 12, 1911. 
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teams and the diminishing social position of the game in Canada due to 
the professional game, the University of Toronto failed to maintain 
interest in the sport, which was not revived again until 1928.34 

Universities and schools increased their interest in aquatic 
sports - especially as indoor pools were developed. Life saving was 
developed in eastern schools and colleges mainly through the work of 
Arthur Lewis Cochrane, who arrived in Canada from England in 1894 and 
spent twenty-seven years as the physical training instructor at Upper 


33 School-boys' and girls' contests were fostered in most 


Canada College. 
parts of Canada by the Y.M.C.A's. during this period. University swim- 
ming really became popular in 1909 when the C.1I.A.U. started their inter- 
collegiate swimming and water polo championships. In 1912, McGill won 
the swimming, diving and water polo championships, aided by the efforts 
of George Hodgson, 2° one of Canada's greatest swimmers, who later that 
year captured two gold medals at the Olympic Games.3/ In 1915, Frank Wood 
of the University of Toronto won four national titles in the one night - the 
50, 100 and 500 yards freestyle and the 100 yards SC ae roe 

Another popular scholastic sport was gymnastics, especially in 


Quebec, where school teams had been travelling to Europe to take part in 


competitions. For example, in 1908, a Canadian team won the International 





34Reed, op.cit., pp.2/78-9. 


35Mavis E. Berridge, "The Development of the Red Cross Water Safety 
Service and the Royal Life Saving Society in Canada."' Unpublished M.Sc. 
Thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1966, p.18. 

Sordi tobe Free Press, February 19, 1912. 


37 Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.227. 


38the Globe and Mail, March 8, 1915. 
























Ye 
sub eabsos2) ni smag edi i0 noliiacg Iatsos gatdelnimtb ods ‘bas ‘aun 


atsjoism.o3 belisi odmez0T te. yiterevt nm sds S082 | pirates. 


ar 
* 


ou gisgs beyiver jon esw dokdw ,310qe.. ond ai gneses, 
ae 
it tezevioU some 
¥ 
2 it .bsqoleveb stew aloog zoobat es yilalseqes - ea37 


~ 


nt ttod3 beesstont elootioke bas: aol 


, ‘ ro. . » : @220 
J) dguord) yloiam aegslios bas aloodos atsjene mt begolevs 


* ¢ r : . - 5 - ’ ~*~ - oe 
ni brelgad moti sbens) al bevizie odw ,sestdoo) eiwe] awélds 
—— 


f 


iints1i Isolaydq- odd. es exse8ey Bier 


+ ; L : : + : ae 
inoo ‘alaitg bas ‘ayod-Loode2 -2geL1o2 6 


obieq abit goiwb .3'A,O.M.Y 9f3.yd eis Sal 
: : : ; ’ .. make : P = ean 
93a) 53 J.A.I,9 9d3 oedw Q0@I at asiuqog amsoed yileet s 


eqidemeiquads clog tetew Bas goiomive ojatgeltc 


abis idemolqmads ofoq zsjew baa 8 gabvib .golam koe bi 


9, © noagboH sa7990 2 


' 
¥ 
3 


Aneszt ,ciel n .8ems9 olgaryiO ed? 398 elebsem blog ow? omusgno aa 
dj- tdgin sao edi nt eolsli Jenoigen wot gow o3non0T to Ae) stazevial odd sa 
a * : ‘ v a 


a 


Aortadosd ebxsy OOL edt. bas elyteaeerl abray 002. bos 0h 


ni yilekooges ,erliesgumya saw s1098 oitaalodse saluqog, sortdon ua 
é iy 
ot tJ29q 9Asi 03 sqou3 02 golilovax3 assd bed amse3 edie 
{ i. a Ss 
isi nolasazasal edi now mpoi oaibsas) ~ -800L at sloran gt ai 913 9qm 
ia ibeat? ae lis ==. , ry a a 





Ris. 209 » An Intercollegiate Track Meet, in 1904 at the 
University of Toronto's athletic field. 





Fig../0. The University of Toronto Rugby Team, 1905. 
Intercollegiate and Canadian Rugby Union Champions. 
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Sporting Congress at Rome, from Ireland, France, Italy and Belgium.” 
Earlier that year two motveketty of Toronto athletes finished first and 
second in the Olympic Gymnastic Trials held in Montreal. They were Alan 


40 
Keith and Orville Elliott, who later acquitted themselves very well at 


41 


the Olympic competitions in Stockholm. One of the effects of the 


Strathcona Trust may have been the loss of interest in this sport after 
1911, particularly at the school level,where drill and calisthenics re- 
placed any gymnastics which may have been in their curriculum. 


Although boxing had been prohibited in many areas of Canada, Upper 


42 


Canada College, in 1908, held their annual tournament. The following 


year the C.I.A.U. introduced it, along with fencing and wrestling, as an 


intercollegiate championship, and boxing became one of the most popular 


43 


scholastic activities. In 1914, when all boxing had been prohibited 


in Alberta ,because of the Pelky and McCarty tragedy the previous year in 
which McCarty was killed in the first round, an announcement in the 


Edmonton Bulletin indicated that only The University of Alberta and the 


Y.M.C.A. amateur boxing championships would be allowed to take place. “4 


As the amateur clubs and national championships started to dominate the 
sport,it became more socially acceptable,and, by 1920, the West End 


Methodist Church in Toronto was staging lessons and bouts for the boys 


within its parish. * 


39 


ids esep tember tao eo0ss 40 


Reéd, op. .clt.7 p.237. 


4Iminutes of the 1908 Annual Meeting of the C,.A.A.U., p.19. 


4206 Globe and Mail, April 2, 1908. “3Reed, op.cit., p.226. 


447 dmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, March 14, 1914. 


4Sthe Globe and Mail, December 1, 1920. 
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Tennis was introduced as an intercollegiate sport by the C.1.A.U. 
in 1909, but the eastern universities were holding annual tournaments 


long before that time. +6 


Dalhousie University, in 1905, held their first 
tournament "with forty students playing various rounds at the Wanderer 
Courts. The tournament was popular and became an annual event... Tennis was 
probably the first sport in which the women of Dalhousie competed in as 
there was a ladies singles that year,"/ In 1901, J. Carveth, a University 
of Toronto student, won the Junior Canadian Championship, and as he was 
only sixteen years of age a great future was predicted for him : (Research 
failed to substantiate this prediction.) Schools were playing tennis in 
Toronto as early as 1904"? when Jarvis Street School won the championship, 
a feat they were to repeat again in 1909.9 

Many other sports were popular in schools and universities during 
the period, such as baseball, rowing, cycling, curling, skating, skiing 
and volleyball, and regular competitions were played at various ieee: 


Canadian schools and universities during those twenty years changed 
their role from leadership of national sports to one of fostering these 
games by inculcating in their students the spirit of participation, which 
they would take with them to the four corners of this vast continent. 

This leadership of sport would be taken over by various organizations 


such as the Y.M.C.A., A.A.U.of C., national sports governing bodies and 





46 47 


Reed, op.cit., pp.176-7. Bisakowski, op.cit., p.10. 


48qne Globe and Mail, July 3, 1901. 
49noronto Daily Star, July 9, 1904. 
50rhe Globe and Mail, June 12, 1909. 


Plinese sports can be verified by checking the sports listed in 
earlier chapter. 
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many others. The development of gymnasia at scholastic institutions 
helped to popularize new indoor sports. Basketball, one of these new 
sports, became popular and was developed in Canada mainly through its 
acceptance in Y.M.C.A's. and universities. This trend also produced a 
direction away from the traditionally British sports in favour of North 
American games. 

Scholastic sport governing bodies became influential in the 
period, and those such as the C,1.A.U. and the Toronto Public Schools 
Amateur Athletic Association, helped govern and popularize sport in their 
respective institutions. The Strathcona Trust, in 1909, played its 
part in bringing the need for physical education and fitness to the 
public's attention, but it also repressed sport in schools for some time. 
By 1920 universities had developed a dominance in Canadian football that 
would last for another four or five years. Basketball was showing signs 
of becoming a top scholastic sport for both men and women. The trend 
was established, and the future contributions of schools and universities 
was to produce sportsmen and sportswomen rather than the leadership of 


earlier years. 
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CHAPTER IX 
AMATEURISM AND PROFESSIONALISM 


The distinction between amateur and professional athletes at the 
time of Confederation wars not usually "determined by financial transactions 
but by social status." The confusion concerning the amateurism among 
Sports governing bodies up to 1883 caused the Montreal Amateur Athletic 
Association (M,A.A.A.) tc instigate the formation of the Amateur Athletic 
Association of Canada (A.A,A,o£ C.).2 Although this organization appeared 
to be successful in its early years in the battle against professionalism, 
towards the end of the century,Cox described the situation, as follows: 

. The A.A.A.of C. seemed to be fighting a losing 

battle against professionalism in those team sports which 

drew large paying crowds. In football, lacrosse and 

hockey, extremely keen inter-town and inter-city rivalry 

brought about the graduai changes. Inducements were made 

to top class players, business houses sponsored clubs, and 

professionalism did not creep, but rushed into these 

sports during the late nineties, despite the vigilance of 

the A.A.A.of C.3 

By 1900 the professional athlete was no longer determined by his 
social status, but by the monetary rewards he received for his physical 
performances. The A.A.A.of C. had not been very successful in controlling 
certain team sports, but it was able to develop and control a concept of 


amateurism in several of the individual sports such as rowing, cycling, 


boxing, swimming and track and field. 





taAllan E. Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900." Unpub- 
lished Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.409. 


*First Annual Report of the A.A.A.of C., 1884, p.4. 





3cox, op.cit., p.421. 
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A clear indication of the general feeling towards the professional 
athlete in this period was given by one of Canada's most prominent 
physical educators and supporters of amateurism - Dr. A.S, Lamb: 

Governing bodies of amateur sport have no quarrel with 

the out-and-out professional. Amateur organizations have 

their ideals and principles which they must maintain, but 

they would infinitely rather see a man declare his inten- 

tion openly to go into the professional ranks, than see 

the individual who is a cheat and a sneak thief, masked 

under the guise of amateurism, but who directly or in- 

directly receives material gain for his ability as an 

athlete. That individual is a menace to all the true 

ideals of Amateurism and Sportsmanship and should relent- 

lessly be driven from cover and denied the privilege of 

associating in competition with bona fide amateurs.“ 

In 1900 several other sports, in addition to hockey, football and 
lacrosse, mentioned previously, had professional athletes within their 
ranks. These included the following - baseball, cycling (including 
women”)% cricket, golf, shooting, track and field, billiards, bowling 
(tenpin), ice skating, skiing, wrestling, canoeing, rowing and horse 
racing. Some of these require little or no further mention because of 
the very nature of the sport. For example, golf and skiing needed pro- 
fessionals to teach the activity to thosewho wished to learn the game and 
were willing to pay for the privilege of instruction. The cricket club 
professional was also another form of paid coach, except that he was per- 
mitted to play with a team and was expected to be an outstanding player. 
Horse racing, by 1900, was a commercialized sport and few, if any, debates 


surrounded this sport with respect to professionalism. 


Before the various sports are considered the development of the 





4, S, Lamb, "Amateurism." Unpublished report to the A.A.U.of C., 
1925, p.3. 


SManitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, November 26, 1900. 
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Ree rete Athletic Union of Canada and its predecessors will be briefly 
described. Late in 1901 a meeting was called, in Toronto, of the A,A.A. 
of C,,.and all the sport governing bodies outside that organization, in 
an effort to establish a new union which "would accommodate all the 
governing bodies in sport throughout the country .""© A new constitution 
was drafted and on December 5, 1901, the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union 


(C.A.A.U.) was formed to encourage "systematic physical exercise and 


u/ 


education in Canada. Their definition of an amateur is given - and one 


wonders how many leading amateur athletes of today would qualify! 


An amateur is one who has not competed in any com- 
petition for a staked bet or monies, private or public, 
or gate receipts, or competed with or against a pro- 
fessional for a prize. 


One who has never taught or assisted in the pursuit 
of any athletic exercise or sport as a means of livelihood; 
who has never directly or indirectly received any 
bonus or payment in lieu of loss of time while playing as 
a member of any club. 


Or any money consideration whatever for any services as 
an athlete except his actual travelling and hotel expenses. 


Or who has never entered into any competition under a 
name other than his own. 


Or who has never been guiltyof selling or pledging his 
prizes. 


In 1904 the Manitoba Amateur Athletic Union (M.A.A.U.) was formed 


in Winnipeg (with Mr. E. Loftus as its first president) ,to control amateur 





6The Globe and Mail, Toronto, October 24, 1901. 


7Nancy Howell and Maxwell L. Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 
Life 1700 to the present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.152. 


Sat Crocker, "Amateur Sports and Games in Canada." (Mimeographed 
booklet prepared for the sixtieth anniversary of the POMC GL Gea L925) + 


p.18. 
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sport in that province .? This action by Manitoba must have appealed to 
the C.A.A.U., because early in 1905 its secretary, Fred J. Tees of 
Montreal, wrote to R.A.C. Manning, the new president of the M.A.A.U., 
concerning affiliation. !° The C.A.A.U. continued in its efforts to set 
up provincial bodies, such as the M,A.A.U., and in 1906, Captain P. 
Gorman, president of the C.A.A.U., toured the Maritimes, Manitoba, the 
Northwest Territories and British Columbia with a view to adding to the 
Union's membership. He said that "the C.A.A.U. is too local and he 
wishes to see it embrace all the important clubs from coast to coast. "41 
Captain Gorman must have been fairly successful, Gee that year 
the Cape Breton A.A.A. was formed and was affiliated with the c.A.A.u.!2 

In 1906 what has been described as the "Athletic war"!3 took place 
over the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association's (M.A.A.A.) insistence 
that they be allowed to use professionals on their hockey and lacrosse 
teams, in order to successfully compete against other "pseudo amateur" 
teams. This conflict between the M.A.A.A. and the C.A.A.U. led to thir- 
teen Montreal-clubs, on February 1, 1907, forming the Amateur Athletic 
Federation of Canada, and their constitution allowed professionals to 

14 


play against amateurs. Later, C.A. Springings, the Secretary-Treasurer, 


listed their objectives as: 





9Manitoba Free Press, May 7, 1904. 

L0qpid., January 5, 1905. 1lipid., January 13, 1906. 

l2mne Globe and Mail, December 15, 1906. 

13 tom Bedecki, "An Examination of the Amateur Code of Canada." Un- 
published material prepared for the Department of National Health and 


Welfare Fitness and Amateur Sport Directorate, Ottawa, 1968, p.5. 


14one Globe and Mail, February 1, 1907. 
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1. The encouragement of systematic physical exercise and 
education in Canada. 

2. The advancement and improvement of athletic sports. 

3. The establishment and maintenance throughout Canada of 
a uniform test of an athlete's standing and uniform 
rules for the governing of all athletic sports. 

4. The institution, regulation and awarding of the Athletic 
Championships of Canada. 

5. All clubs are to employ one or more professionals who 
are to play - but they must be declared. !5 


During the next two years the "Athletic Battle" continued, with 
various organizations changing sides while others were consistent in their 


fight | for amateurism. The Quebec Rugby Football Union, for example, 


resigned from the C.A.A.U. and joined the A.A,F.of Care the Ontario 


Association Football League, the Western Canadian Lacrosse Association, 


17 


the Winnipeg Rowing Club, the Alberta Lacrosse Association, the Canadian 


18 


Association of Amateur Oarsmen and the Manitoba Football Association 


(with 81 clubs and 2,000 players) }9 were a few of the clubs which affiliated 
with the C.A.A.U. 

This dispute between these two groups produced the rapid develop- 
ment of provincial organizations, with the Maritime Provinces A.A.A, 


affiliating in 1907.29 That year President W. Stark announced that the 


C.A.A.U. had a membership of over 600 clubs in various branches of sport.*t 


22 


In 1908, the British Columbia A.U., the Alberta A.A.A.,2° the Quebec 





1 Manitoba Free Press, February 22, 1907. 


\6rne Globe and Mail, March 11, 1907. 


17thid., April 2, 1907. 18tbid., April 8, 1907. 
19ipid., April 16, 1907. 201bid., May 7, 1907. 
2lroronto Daily Star, Toronto, October 28, 1907. 

225 amonton Bulletin, Edmonton, March 20, 1908. 

23 


Ibid., May 18, 1908. 
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branch of the C.A.A.U.74 and the Saskatchewan iy Ee, Anes were formed and 


were affiliated with the C.A.A.U., thus giving it national control of 


amateur sports. 
Even though these two organizations could not agree on certain 


issues, they were able to form the Canadian Olympic Committee in December, 


26 


1907, so that the best possible Canadian Olympic team could be selected 


for the 1908 Olympics. President Stark, in his annual report to the 
C.A.A.U. in 1908,clearly indicated the feelings between his association 
and the A.A.F.of C: 


The reorganization of the Union in September, 1906, as 
a result of the proposal of the M.A.A.A. to permit amateurs 
and professionals to compete together without the loss to 
the amateur of his status, has been very beneficial in 
every class of sport, and from that hour dates the marvel- 
lous growth of the Union[ now over 60,000 athletes] which 
proves abundantly that the amateur sentiment of Canada, 
notwithstanding the corrupting influences about us, is still 
sound and loyal. And let me say for the encouragement of 
the Canadian people that the Union stands to-day perhaps 
more firmly than ever behind the principles on which it was 
founded, and for which it has always contended, viz., the 
promotion of athletics simply as a means of healthful 
recreation and innocent amusement, and the discouragement 
of everything calculated to unsettle our young men and 
tempt them from life's ordinary avocations and its more 
serious affairs into the unprofitable and ever disappointing 
field of professionalism. 


Early in 1909 the A.A.U.of Australia affiliated with the C.A.A.U., 
and clubs such as the Ottawa Athletic Club left the A.A.F.of C. This 
appeared to be a trend, as the A.A.F.of C. were losing all their clubs, 


and consequently, on September 6, 1909, at Russell House in Ottawa, the 





24The Globe and Mail, October 26, 1908. 
255bid., November 11, 1908. 26554d., December 2, 1907. 


27Minutes of the 1908 Annual Meeting of the C,A.A.U., p.4. 
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two organizations settled their differences and the Amateur Athletic 
Union of Canada (A,A.U.of C.) was formed, 28 Bedecki described this 
merger : 


The occurrence of the "Athletic War" without doubt re- 
established amateur sentiment in Canada and created an 
upsurge of interest in sport circles. The newly created 
amateur governing body, which truly represented sport 
across Canada, soon became recognized as the custodian 
of the amateur principle in this country. 


Over the next decade several developments within the A.A.U.of C. 
need to be mentioned. In 1910, after much discussion, it was finally 
decided that amateurs could officiate at professional games. 20 The 
following year Canada gained a representation on the International Olympic 
Committee,when Sir John Hanbury-Williams, was elected to this 1,300, ight 
In an effort to resolve the problems with respect to professionalism the 

A.A.U. of C., in 1911, issued the following definition of an amateur for 


the Olympic Games: 


All persons shall be considered Amateurs for the pur- 
poses of the Olympic Games who have not at any time - 
A.-(a) Competed at an athletic meeting for a money prize 
or monetary consideration, or for any declared wager or 
staked bet. 

(b) Received money or pecuniary benefit in consideration 
of their taking part in any athletic competition, exhibition 
or performance. 

(Note.- The payment of the actual out of pocket, travelling 
and hotel expenses of a competitor by the club which he is 
selected to represent, does not involve forfeiture of his 
amateur status under this clause.) 


285 dmonton Bulletin, September 7, 1909. 


*Predecki, opucity, p.6. 
30n@ Globe and Mail, January 19, 1910. 


31 crocker, OP .Cil tag 1D. 19.. 
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(c) Received directly or indirectly any bonus or pay- 
ment as compensation for loss of time while competing in, 
or training for, any athletic competition. 

(d) Sold or pledged any prize won in any athletic 
competition. 

B.-(a) Received any pecuniary consideration consideration 
for the teaching of or assisting in, any athletic 
exercises. 

(b) Accepted appointment to any salaried post on the 
consideration, expressed or implied, of taking part in, 
assisting in, or teaching any athletic exercise, the 
taking part in, assisting in, or teaching of which does 
Bat form part of the normal duties of such post. 

C.-(a) Competed at athletic meetings open to any others 
but amateurs. 

(b) Competed against a professional at an athletic 
meeting, whether for a prize or not. 

D.- Been a recognized professional, or been disqualified 
as an amateur at any other eee Be 


By 1912 the membership of the A,A.U.of C. had grown to 1,300 clubs 
in their seven branches, with close to 100,000 athletes being registered. 
The following year President Tees appointed standing committees, in order 
to assist in increasing the work of the association in the following 
areas: 

Championship; National Registration; Records; Special 

Committee on Affiliations; Special Committee on Revision 

of Rules; Special Committee on Amateur Standing; Special 

Committee re the Referee Question; Special Committee for 

Challenge Cups, Medals, etc; and ppecdal Committee to 

Co-ordinate Branch Ponreneaerone: 

At the start of the twentieth century professionalism was to be 
found in many sports. It would be interesting to establish which was the 


first professional sport in Canada, but this is virtually impossible 


because the practice in the nineteenth century was for prizes to be given 


32uinutes of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A,A.U.cfi C., pp.21-2. 


33Minutes of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.14. 


ee ee 


34 The Globe and Mail, March 6, 1913. 
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for all levels of competition and for all sports. Rowing and baseball 
were probably the first two sports to be organized at the openly pro- 
fessional level,and the influence in this direction appeared to spread 
northward into Canada from the United States. This certainly was true 
of baseball. Professional baseball leagues were operating in Canada well 
before 1900, and their practices probab ly influenced lacrosse, hockey, 
track and field, cycling and football in considering the introduction 
of the professional athlete, The evidence leads to the hypothesis that 
the American influence was the main factor in the spread of profession- 


alism into Canadian athletics. 


In 1900 professional lacrosse was well established in British 
Columbia and Manitoba, as well as in parts of Ontario and Quebec. The 
C.A.A.U. fought this rising phenomenon with a great number of suspensions, 
but these were to no avail>,as, in 1904, the Minto Cup feeoheSal y for 
Canada's top amateur team) was won by the Montreal Shamrocks, who openly 
declared themselves to be professional. Lacrosse continued to develop 
in popularity and, prior to the war, was probably one of the letading 
Spectator sports in Canada. But the professional game, by 1914, Ee ees 
into a "blood bath" and the public became disenchanted. In fact after the 
war the professional game could not be revived. Even the amateur game 
waned and lost much of its support. 

Rowing was Canada's most successful international professional 
Sport, with athletes such as Edward Hanlan of Toronto, dhetotorild profes- 
sional singles champion from 1880-1884, and Jacob Gaudaur of Orillia, 


36 


Ontario, who held the title from 1896 to 1901. These colourful athletes 





$3, 36 


Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.306. Cox, Op ycit. 5 p.018. 
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captured the imagination of the Canadian public, but the twentieth 
century witnessed the triumph of amateurism when such athletes as Lou 
Scholes of Toronto, who won the Diamond Sculls at the Henley Regatta, 
England, in 1904, >? and E.B. Butler of Toronto, who won a bronze medal 


in the 1912 Olympic Games2® 


came to the fore and captured public imagination. 
Professional rowing continued for some years into the twentieth century, 
with Eddie Durnan of Toronto, nephew of the famous "Ned" Hanlan, holding 
the professional championship of America for many years. But professional 
rowing in Canada was to decline and increasingly bowed to the dominance 
of the amateur code, 

Professional track and field, ortnote correctly marathon pemine 
in Canada, was influenced by Alfie Shrubb, the world champion: professional 
distance runner from England, in the early years of the twentieth century. 
But it was Tom Longboat, the Onondaga Indian, who captured the public's 
imagination. He turned professional after the 1908 Olympic Games and 
influenced many of the top marathon runners in the world to do likewise. 
They travelled to North America to run in hundreds of races across the 
continent. This sport reached its peak just prior to the First World War, 
when crowds of 30,000 were not uncommon at these races. After the 
war the professional marathon races were not continued to any extent, and 
this form of track and field, which had increased the public's appreciation 
of the sport, gave way to amateur athletics. 

Cycling was another sport which attracted professional Athletes 

37manitoba Free Press, July 7, 1904. 


38vinutes of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the #A.A,U,of C., p.o. 
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early in its history. By 1900, both professional and amateur events 
were often held at the same meet, an example of this mee the Dominion 
Championships of that year held in Ottawa.2? This was one of the few 
sports where this situation was to be found, and it was a matter of some 
concern to the A.A,U.of C. for many years. Another sporting trend which 
caused concern was the growth of commercialism in certain sports. This 
was particularly true of cycling, and a report in the 1912 minutes of the 


A.A.U.of C. was particularly aimed at the Canada Cycle and Motor Company 


0 when it stated: 


and the Dunlop Company , “ 
The situation in the Canadian Wheelman's Association 
as well as developments that have taken place in other 
branches of sport, have arisen, to a certain extent, 
through the appearance of commercial interests in sport 
and the inducements held out by them, in the way of 
prizes or positions. 


It would not be going too far to say that cycling has 
been more exposed to this class of unfavourable trade 
attention than other sports. 


It is an insidious evil which may appear innocent 
enough at the commencement. It inevitably, when it 
assumes a commanding position, breaks down the morale of 
individuals and clubs brought most immediately into con- 
tact with it, and through them opens the avenue for the 
most flagrant breaches of amateur principle. 


Amateur sport should keep at arm's length the commercial 
element. We have nothing in common with it. Our duty is 
to supervise the recreation of young men; to protect their 
interests and to oppose most vigorously anything that 
threatens the freedom of contest. 


Commercialism has been appearing more and more in 
various directions during the past few years. Unless the 
Union is continually on guard, it is to be feared that its 
unchecked presence among us may lead to many future 
difficulties.4 





39~he Globe and Mail, June 15, 1900. 


40mMinutes of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.54. 
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Women cyclists were attracted to the sport and even into pro- 
fessional ranks by 1900. That year, Miss Lottie Brandon of Peterborough, 
Ontario, finished only one lap behind Miss Marguerite Gast of Brooklyn at 


the Clermount Avenue rink in Brooklyn, New York, in the six-day event. 


42 


Miss Gast covered 475 miles and 6 laps during the race. Archie McEachern 


of Toronto was one of Canada's most famous professional cyclists in 1900 
and, on December 31, 1900, it was reported that he won the 25 mile 


championship of the World at Boston. In 1902, he broke the world's five 


mile record in Philadelphia in the time of 7 minutes, 52-2/5 seconds. 4 


Unfortunately for Canada and the sport of cycling, McEachern was killed 
later that year in an accident while training in Atlantic City.4 Canada 
was not able to produce another top professional cyclist until in 1917, 


Arthur Spencer, won the United States Professional Championship from 


Frank Kramer, who had held the title for sixteen years. ¢© 


The Canadian Wheelman's Association (C.W.A.) was in constant con- 
flict with the A.A.U.of C.,and, in 1912, secretary Norton H.. Crow issued 


the following statement: 


On October 19th a combined professional and amateur 
bicycle meet was held under C.W.A. sanction at Toronto, 
and again later in October, at the new Arena, a pro- 
fessional six-day race was held under the jurisdiction 
of the C.W.A., and was handled by C.W.A. officials. 
Professional riders, refused reinstatement by the Union, 
have secured licenses to ride from the C.W.A. ; 


This animosity between these two organizations had abated by 1919 and in that 


42vanitoba Free Press, November 26, 1900. 


4475ia,, January ,27,.1902. 


4“3the Globe and Mail, December 31, 1900. 
43tbid., May 14, 1902. | 467,id,, July 2, 1917. 


47Minutes of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.17. 
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year the C.W.A, affiliated with the A.A.U.of Gee Under amateur 
influence the professional side of the sport lost most of its popularity 
in Canada. 

Hockey appeared to follow the trend of lacrosse a this period, and 
in 1900 the sports pages often contained items such as - "The 0O.H.A. 
suspended the Guelph Nationals last night for playing non-resident players 
(not lived in Guelph since November lst). Also the club was Oe ea on 
a professional basis ."49 The first openly-stated professional team was 
not formed in Canada, but in Houghton, Michigan, during the winter of 
1903-4, but it was not long before professional hockey teams were wide- 


50 


spread throughout Canada. By 1904 professional teams had a Federal 


Hockey League comprised of the Ottawa Senators, Ottawa Capitals and 


Montreal Shamrocks .>+ This became the International Professional Hockey 


32 


League in the following year. In 1908, when the Montreal Wanderers won 


the Stanley Cup and then declared themselves a professional team, the 


trustees of the trophy announced that in future the Cup was to be for the 


best team in Canada - amateur or professional.” 


In order to be successful a professional hockey. team required a 


great number of club supporters, who could best be attained in large 


“Sv inutes of the 1919 Annual Meeting of the A,A.U.of C., p.18. 


+9 the Globe and Mail, January 18, 1900. 


20nowell and Howell, op.cit., p.206. 


Slane Globe and Mail, January 15, 1904. 


32 Vv, (Bill) Roche (ed.), The Hockey Book, (Toronto: McClelland 
and Stewart Limited, 1953), p.16. 


a3 5 oy, Gibbons, Our Old Montreal, (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart 
Limited, 1947), p.239. 
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cities. The requirement of a large urban population plus the growing 
strength of the A.A.U.of C. branches in the Maritime and Prairie provinces, 
caused professional hockey teams in those areas to be much weaker than 
the Eastern and Western teams by 1910. This was to be the continuing 


trend for hockey, as by 1920, amateur or semi-professional leagues were very 


popular in the smaller cities, while Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and 
Vancouver were the only areas in Canada which could supporta successful 
professional team. 

Canadian football, by 1920, was still amateur in name,and the 
first openly-stated professional team was not to appear until the 1930's, 
and a professional league not until the 1950's.°4 However, at the turn 
of the century ,players were constantly being suspended, and in some cases 
reinstated, for various reasons, the chief one being professionalism. 
"Chaucer" Elliott, in 1900, was reinstated as an amateur by the Ontario 
Rugby Football Union after careful consideration of his case. 22 

As professionalism increased, amateur organizations increased 
their pressure against them and, in 1907, after Montreal defeated the 
‘Toronto Argonauts 17-8, the C.A.A.U. disqualified both teams "for playing 
with or against Ernie Russell who was ineligible." The Argonauts Rowing 
Club were so upset with their football team that they disowned them.>© A 
later report indicated that the football club would call heueeles the 


Torontos and would withdraw from the C.A.A.U.>/ 


54Frank Cosentino, "A History of Canadian Football 1909-1968." 
Unpublished M,A, Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969. 


>>The Globe and Mail, October 26, 1900. 


56tbhid., October 7, 1907. 57Ibid., October 12, 1907. 
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Such was the state of affairs in football that,at the 1908 C.A.A.U. 
annual meeting,much time was taken up discussing cases of football 
players accused of professionalism. The annual report later listed three 
players who were declared professional; thirteen players whose applications 
for reinstatement were rejected; sixteen players who were suspended for 
competing in unsanctioned games and thirty-seven players who were rein- 
stated.-8 An article in the Edmonton Bulletin aptly described the 
situation as it existed in that period: 

Talk of War in Rugby - Take rugby for instance. Three 

senior organizations, the Intercollegiate, Interprovincial 

and Ontario unions, have been in existence for some Veansi. 

... Now, the latter union is endeavouring to invade the 

territory of the Interprovincial League, and the ultimate 

"war" must result. It will be costly to both .clubs and at 

the same time create a condition of affairs that should 

not exist. Dickering for the services of a star player 

of another club is not the true amateur spirit and there 

is little doubt but that the competition for players be- 

tween the clubs will lead to professionalism of the rankest 

SOrE..'. 

Other Canadian sports had professional players and leagues within 
their ranks during the period. Boxing and wrestling seemingly always 
had athletes who wanted to use their physical skill as a means of gaining 
"pecuniary benefit," and their fortunes were to rise and fall along 


with the social acceptance of these sports. In golf and, later, skiing pro- 


fessionals,were regarded as necessary for those Sports to flourish. 


Professional ten-pin bowling tournaments were organized in Toronto 


by 1908, but were of a minor nature in these early days ,60 Even as early 





9 SRE of the 1908 Annual Meeting of the C.A-A.U.; pp.30-1. 
39 amonton Bulletin, September 21, 1912. 


60 The Globe and Mail, September te tL9Oe: 
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as 1900 criticism had been directed "at the detrimental effects on curling 
of the competitive quest for trophies and prizes, which some felt 
approached professionalism."©4 

The twenty years from 1900 to 1920 were marked by a rising amateur 
movement which swept many sports into "respectability". Finally came the 
rise of a few professional sports such as hockey, baseball, lacrosse and 
later football. What was the reason for this rise of the Sper eat aiers 
ment? The most likely answer to this question was to be found in the 
acceptance of the Olympic Games. Canada displayed no interest in the 
1896 or 1900 Games, but the growth of internationalism in Canadian society 
forced a change in this attitude,and Canada was represented at St. Louis 
in 1904 with considerable success, though with little organization. The 
growth of the Canadian Olympic Committee and the A.A.U.of C. produced 
rapid changes, and Canada's teams for the 1908 and 1912 Olympic Games 
were probably the most successful to ever represent this country. 

The First World War produced some major changes associated with 
Canadian sports. Sportsmen's Battalions were formed and produced some 
remarkable teams during the early years of the war, and amateurs and 
professionals were permitted to play on the same teams without a loss of 
status .°? Many proposals were presented after the war to reinstate any 
returned soldier to amateur ranks, 3 but this was eventually refused by 
the A.A.U.of C. The Alberta Branch of the A.A.U.of C. were so incénsed 
by this action that they decided to "whitewash all athletes in the 
6 lowell and Howell. op.cits; .p.176. 
62the Globe and Mail, May 26, 1916. 


BS Manitoba Free Press, December 6, 1918. 
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province dating from May 17, 1919 - irrespective of what action the 
AVALULO£ Cy may take ,164 

The war also appeared to be the starting point for sporting trends 
which would influence Canadian sport for the next half century, at least. 
Cricket and lacrosse never regained their pre-war position and quickly 
faded into obscurity, while the minor professional sports such as rowing, 
cycling and track and field returned to the amateur code. The major 
sports of hockey, baseball and football were able to survive the war and 
prosper. But the die was cast. Major sports would remain football 
later became professional,while all other sports would fall under the 
dominance of the A.A.U.of C. or its influence. Baseball was the only 
exception to this 1920 trend. It would later lose its popularity, only 


to be revived in 1969. 





C4zdmonton Bulletin, May 19, 1919. 
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CHAPTER X 
INTERNATIONAL SPORT 


The late nineteenth century witnessed the rise of national sport in 
Canada. The early years of the twentieth century could be considered as 
the "Golden Era" of Canadian sport. Improvements in transportation and 
communication, prior to 1900, enabled national competitions to be 
organized and athletes to travel to distant points to participate. Cox 
described Canada by 1900 as: 

... beginning to emerge as one of the world's leading 

sporting nations, an achievement aided considerably by 

frequent competition between Canadian and American 

individuals and teams during the latter years of the nine- 

teenth century. 

Several sports had achieved international competition prior to 
Canada's entry into Olympic competition in 1904. AS much of the drive 
for increased participation at this level was derived from the Olympic 
movement, this aspect of internationalism will be considered tarsi, 

Canada, apparently, "displayed no interest in the Olympic Games of 
1896 in Athens or the 1900 Games in Paris."2 And yet George. Orton, a 
Canadian running for the United States of America, won the 2,500-metres 


steeplechase at Paris.? Another Canadian, W.H. Ewing, is listed by 


Mezo as winning the Clay Pigeon Individual competition at the same 





allan E. Cox, "A History of Sports in Canada 1868-1900." Unpub- 
lished Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1969, p.458. 


sa Howard Crocker, "Amateur Sports and Games in Canada." Mimeo- 
graphed booklet prepared for the sixtieth anniversary of the A.A.U.of C., 
EOCOR EO got Sy. cD sees 
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Olympics.¢ 


The Paris games were not the success that Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin would have ultimately wished,and his criticism of staging the 
Games at an International Exposition was revealed in the following 
statement: 
This first experience [Paris, 1900] with "official" 

sports was conclusive. Wherever public authorities 

undertook to meddle with any sports organization they 

introduce the fatal germs of impotence and mediocrity. 

The body formed by the good will of all the members of 

an autonomous sport group becomes swollen to gigantic 

and uncertain proportions upon contact with this 

dangerous thing called the State.5 

The 1904 Olympic games were held at St. Louis - again at a World's 
Fair, with all the events covering a period of several months. Canada, 
at this time, decided to send its first official representative team. 
The first gold medal for Canada was won by George S. Lyon of Toronto 
(although it is popularly believed that Etienne Desmarteau was the first), 
who, at 46 years of age, won the Olympic golf title. This was the first 
and only time this event was included in the Olympic Games .© Desmarteau, 
a Montreal policeman, later won the 56-pounds weight throw for distance 
with a throw of 34 feet and 4 inches. Mezo also reported that he died one 


year after his Olympic victory. / Roxborough described Etienne Desmarteau 


and his equally athletic brother in the following manner: 


4perenc Mezo, The Modern Olympic Games, (Budapest: Pannonice Press, 
1956). .p.52. 


Bill Henry, An Approved History of the Olympic Games, (New York: 
G.P. Pulman's Sons, 1948), p.54. 


Suenry Roxborough, Canada At The Olympics, (Toronto: The Ryerson 
Press, 1963), p.26. 


vez, op.cit., /p.66. 
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1 arta tay Canada's athlete of the century, Lione: Vvonacher, 
once played an afternoon lacrosse game, a twilight 
baseball game, and a football game at night. 
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Ete AZ 2 Edward Archibald winning a bronze medal in the 
pole-vault event at the London Olympics in 1908. 
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The two Desmarteaus are a pair of fine men. They are 

big, sturdy fellows, with legs like corner pieces of 

Square pianos, arms like ordinary legs, and they have 

chests like gladiators. It would be easy to imagine 

these two huge bulks of muscle and ponderous agility, 

garbed in the headpiece, corslet and greaves of the 

Roman gladiator, battling in the ancient arenas.8 

Because of the length of time over which the competitions were 
conducted, as well as the lack of publicity and poor organization, few 
results are available fgr Canadian athletes other than medal Winners. In 
addition to the goldmedals of Lyon and Desmarteau, Canada won the 
Association Football gold medal, the Galt club defeating the United States 
4-0 in the final. Winnipeg's Shamrocks won the lacrosse title by beating 
the United States 12-8, and the Toronto Argonauts Rowing Club finished 
second in the senior eights competition. ? Although the third Olympiad 
was still a long way from de Coubertin's idealistic goal, it did exhibit 
the promise of a bright future, which he summed up as: 

The IIIrd Olympiad was to be celebrated with pomp... 

It would doubtless have certain faults but there was no 

reason to dread a repetition of the mistakes of its pre- 

decessor of 1900. The Olympic insignia, the presence of 

the chief of state, the recognition of the International 

Olympic Committee, whose roster appeared at the head of 

the daily program - all these things had been assured... 

To sum up - after many difficulties and perils our pressing 

problems have been laid aside. 

Several other Canadians did well in their various events at St. 
Louis, such as Lou Sievert of the Toronto Y.M.C.A.,who finished twelfth 
in the gymnastics. !1 Many of the competitions were handicap events. 
J.B. Peck finished second in the 440 and 880 yard events, J.T. Lukeman 
was second in the 220 yards race and Peter Deer third in the mile - all 

8Roxborough, Opecbes; *pl25: Mer’, OMe CaLen PD. l= o 


l0yenry, Ops Chis s-—pv08 , Lowell and Howell, loc.cit. 
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handicap events.!2 The St. Louis Olympics, for all its faults, proved 
to be successful, particularly with respect to the number of competitors, 
although most of them were Americans. Henry indicated the large number 
of contestants as: 
Athletics 545, Rowing 131, Cycling 124, Tennis 92, 
Swimming 308, Fencing 42, Boxing 28, Wrestling 62, 
Lacrosse 33, Gymnastics 38, Archery 47, Bohemian Gym- 
nastics 800 and Turnverein Gymnastics 789 [these last 
two events were only demonstrations]. 3 
The 1906 "off year" International Games at Athens were held for 
Several reasons. The government of Greece wanted to hold a special 
Olympic Festival in order to cover the cost of maintaining the beautiful 
stadium built at Athens for the First Olympiad. Although these games did 
not receive official senction "it was conducted by Olympic officials and 
has generally been regarded by athletes as part of the true Olympic 


faneg te 


Another reason for this Festival being held , widely dis- 
cussed at the time but not officially printed, was that the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee were anxious to restore de cotteren original 
ideals and remove the commercial aspects which had developed at the Paris 
and St. Louis games. 

Canada's team left Toronto on March 8, 1906 on its way to Athens 
and included - Elwood A. Hughes, a middle-distance runner; Donald S. Linden, 
a walker; Edward B, Archibald, a pole-vaulter (all of Toronto) and William 
Sherring of Hamilton's St. Patrick's Athletic Club, who had twice won the 
Hamilton Herald's road race, 1° After an arduous journey lasting several 
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Roxborough, op.cit., p.29. 


tthe Globe and Mail, Toronto, March 8, 1906. 
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weeks the Canadians commenced their training in Athens, and Hughes, while 


training with Sherring, unfortunately sprained his left ankle and did not 


compete in any of his events. Archibald was also unfortunate, and his 


bad luck was aptly described by Roxborough: 


When the vaulter left Toronto, he carried along his 
favourite pole, which was 12 feet long with a sharp steel 
peg at one end. Despite its awkwardness and size, it was 
easily stored on the boat from New York. But when they 
reached Naples, the train officials refused permission 
for it to be carried in the passenger coach. However, the 
crew did agree to secure it in some safe way behind the 
engines. Whether they kept their promise was never 
ascertained, but when they reached Tarranto, the pole was 
not to be found. An appeal was made to the British Consul 
but still no trace of the missing equipment. 


This was a real loss to Archibald, for a vaulter becomes 
attached to his pole in more ways than one. At Athens, 
the Olympic Committee officials offered him some other 
poles; but they were strange, and after one of them broke 
and almost impaled Ed on its jagged edge, he lost con- 
fidence and never regained his practice height of 12 feet, 
which would easily have won the championship at Athens. 1/6 


Linden's story was almost as remarkable as that of the unfortunate 


Archibald. Almost fifty years after the event he related what had 
happened in these words: 


Bonhag, an American runner, had been defeated in his 
5-mile race, so he looked around for some other event that 
might restore his prestige. He had never competed in a 
walking race in his life; but he approached me and said he 
was thinking of entering the 1,500-metre walk, and asked 
for some advice. I knew it had taken me many years to 
become a champion, and I didn't consider a newcomer would 
be a dangerous rival. So half-jocularly and half-seriously, 
I told him what shoes to wear, how to stride, what the 
rules were; and I really encouraged him to enter. 


As I now recall, there were nine competitions, and the 
eager Bonhag went out in front, right from the starter's 
gun. I trailed him a couple of yards where I could watch 
him clearly and we were soon well ahead of the others. 


l6Roxborough, Op ,CLtG (Di. Ie. 
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However, it didn't take me long to learn that Bonhag was 
so determined to stay ahead that he began skipping, which 
is a form of running. I also noticed that the judges, 
most of whom were as green as Bonhag, were pointing to the 
American's feet and shaking their heads. Bonhag continued 
walking so illegally that no honest walker could ever have 
caught him; and he finished ahead of me by a couple of 
yards. 


That race was walked on Monday, and later I was told 

that the judges had conferred and had agreed that Bonhag 

had broken the rules; so they had ordered a re-walk to be 

held between Bonhag and myself at 9:30 Wednesday morning. 

At that hour, I was on the track ready; and so was the 

Crown Prince of Greece, who was one of the judges. But 

Bonhag never appeared and neither did he ever give an 

explanation; no re-walk was held, and the original result 

went into the records.!/ 

The real Canadian success story of the events at Athens in 1906 
was that of William Sherring, who won the Marathon race in 2 hours, 51 
minutes and 22-3/5 seconds, /8 During the race it was reported that he 
"galloped along waving a small Union Jack, the crowds on both sides of 
the road cheered him on and tossed flowers at his feet."19 ‘these Inter- 
national Games finished with great pomp and ceremony; and, even if they 
were not designated an official Olympiad ,they did revive the ideals of 
Baron de Coubertin, who desired international competition among the 
world's top amateurs without any interference from commercial interests. 

The Fourth Olympiad was actually scheduled for Rome, but, when it 
was decided that Rome was unable to fulfil its commitment, the Games were 
given to London. Once again, however, the Games had to compete with 
another commercial enterprise - the Franco-British Exposition. In order 


18 


Tepid. Bhe32-3: Sthe Globe and Mail, May 2, 1906. 
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to assure a strong Canadian team for the 1908 Olympic Games, the Canadian 
Olympic Committee (C.0.C.) was formed in 1907 by Colonel Hanbury-Williams, 
the representative of the British Olympic Committee in Canada, as well as 
representatives from the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union (C.A.A.U.) and 
the Amateur Athletic Federation of Canada (A.A.F.of c.),20 Later that 
year a difference of opinion arose between theA.A.F.of C. and therG.0.€. 
over Tom Longboat's proposed entry into the London games (because of his 
Suspension by the United States A.A.U. for alleged professionalism) .?! 

The C.0.C., on October 25, 1907, decided that the C.A.A.U. would be solely 

responsible for the Canadian Olympic team in 1908.°7 
In order to select Canada's best possible team,a series of selection 

trials were scheduled for Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto, St. John 

(N.B.) and Halifax. All were held, with the exception of the one 

at St. John. Athletes "making the best showing in each meet were sent by 

the Lcecal Committees £0 Compare in the final trials at Montreal and 

Toronto on June 6, 1908."73 A large contingent of Canadian athletes were 

selected from the trials which were conducted in track and field, cycling, 

gymnastics, wrestling, rowing, fencing, tennis, shooting and swimming. 

As well as the official team many other athletes were sponsored by their 

clubs or other organizations and were given permission to compete by the 

C.0.C. 


Canada's list of successful athletes, in 1908, was impressive, and 


particularly for a country competing only in its second Olympiad. At 


22 the Globe and Mail, October 25, 1907. 
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London some 2,048 athletes from 23 countries participated. 24 Bobby Kerr 
of Hamilton was the individual star of the Canadian team as he won the 
200 metres event in 22-3/5 seconds and was third in the 100 metres dash. 
E.W, Ewing won the individual clay-pigeon shooting competition (he won 
the same event in 1900 as an unofficial entrant but is referred to as 
W.H. Ewing) and the only other gold medal for Canada was in the lacrosse 
competition when they defeated Great Britain 14-10. Canada's other 


medallists included: 


Toronto Argonauts - 2nd in both 8's and 4's rowing events. 
Dr. J.G. Macdonald - 2nd in Hop, Skip and Jump with 48 feet, 1-1/5 inches. 
George Beattie - 2nd in Individual Clay Pigeon Shooting. 
Canada - 2nd in Team Clay Pigeon Shooting competition - Ewing, 


Beattie, A.W. Westover, ME, Fletcher, G.L.. Vivian 
and D. McMachon.. 


Dr. Carl Bricker - 3rd in Running Long Jump with 23 feet, 2-3/4 inches 
and 3rd in Hop, Step and Jump. 

Con Walsh - 3rd in Hammer Throw with 159 feet, 1-13/16 inches. 

A. Cote - 3rd in Bantam-weight Wrestling - Freestyle. 

Canada - 3rd in Army Gun Team Competition with W.A. Smith, 


C.R, Crowe, B.M. Williams, D. McInnis, W.M. 
HBaSscteoce anaws HH. Kerr. 


Canada ~ Jtd itt (eam Fursuit cycling with w. Morton, WW. 
Andrews, F. McCarthy and W. Anderson. 

F, Meadows -* Certificate for 4th ‘in 5-mile run: 

George Goulding - Certificate for 4th in 3,500 metre walk. 

Seto vare - Certificate for 4th in 1,500 metre race. 4 

W.B. Galbraith - Certificate for 4th in 3,200 metre steeplechase.2? 


The Globe reported that Porter, a former Toronto athlete, had won 


the running high jump event for the United States, 7° 


The Marathon event, 
as usual, captured much of the public interest. For Canada it proved to 
be disappointing as the controversial Tom Longboat, one of the favourites 
for the race, collapsed at the twenty mile mark .?/ Many were of the 


25 


24Roxborough, op.cit., Dats Mezo, op.cit., pp.65-104. 


26The Globe and Mail, July 22, 1908. 


27 Toronto Dally Star, Toronto, July 25, 1908. 
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opinion that the cause of his difficulties was drugs. Canada had twelve 


entries in the Marathon of which eight finished, as follows: 5th, 
W.H. Wood; 6th, F. Simpson; 7th, H. Lawson; 11th, John Caffrey; 16th, 
W.B. Goldsboro; 22nd, George Goulding; 24th, A, Burn and 27th, George 
Lister.*° 

Canada's other athletes did not win any medals,but were excellent 
ambassadors for their country, In the C,A.A.U. annual report, in 1908, 
were the following statements: 

The gymnasts were handicapped in the use of strange 
apparatus and exact knowledge of the competition, but 
performed creditably. 

Our cyclists did not have the necessary speed for the 
short races but secured third in the team race. They 
appeared to better advantages in the longer distances. 

Our wrestling, swimming and fencing contestants were 

drawn against the pick of Europe, but made a very fine 

showing in every event entered. 

...The Canadians adopted English methods readily, and 

acquitted themselves in all their competitions in a 

sportsmanlike manner. Our men were promptly on their 

marks, and never a complaint against the officials was 

heard. Several competitors won many friends and much 

praise from both the officials and spectators. 

The Fifth Olympiad of 1912 was awarded to Stockholm in Sweden and 
the 1.0.C. were greatly concerned after the 1908 Games. It was felt that 
the modern Olympics would fail,if the next competition did not break the 
trends towards commercialization that caused so much dissension in the 


previous three Olympiads. Baron de Coubertin expressed his fears and 


hopes in the following words: 


28uinutes of the 1908 Annual Meeting of the C,A.A.U., p.20. 
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It will be necessary to avoid attempting to copy the 

Olympic games of London. The next Olympiads must not 

have exactly the same character; they must not be so com- 

prehensive. There was altogether too much at London. 

The games must be kept more purely athletic; they must be 

more dignified; more discreet; more in accordance with 

classic and artistic requirements; more intimate and, 

above all, less expensive... the Olympic games now stand 

at the parting of the ways - and we need Sweden. 

In an effort to control some of these factors that de Coubertin 
mentioned, the I.0.C., in 1911, decided to set up a permanent program of 
events that would undergo few, if any, changes from year to year, >! 
Canada was also making advances in Olympic circles, when later that year 
Sir John Hanbury-Williams became this country's official representative 
on the T.0.¢. 32 At that time he was the Commanding Officer of the 
Canadian Forces stationed in Scotland. 33 

Olympic trials were again staged at various points across Canada 
in 1912, such as the one at Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, where the 100, 
200, 400, 800 and 1,000 metre events were held. In order to allow athletes 
from different areas to compete, the Canadian Northern Railway ran special 
trains to and from Winnipeg at special rates.34 

The Canadian team in Stockholm proved to be very successful, with 
George Hodgson of Montreal winning two gold medals, in the 1,500 and 400 
metre freestyle swimming events. In the process of gaining these twovictories 
he broke four world's records. George Goulding of Toronto was the other 


outstanding Canadian athlete at Stockholm, winning the 10,000-metre walk.3° 


Goulding described his experiences in the race, in which it appeared that 


3%Fenry, op.cit., p.115. 3lthe Globe and Mail, January 30, 1911. 
32crocker, op.cit., p.19. 33 The Globe and Mail, June 16, 1911. 


34vanitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, May 18, 1912. 


35Mez’, op.cit., pp.50-1. 
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the judges did not want to repeat the same mistakes of the 1906 Games: 


The judges had everybody nervous. In my first heat 
they lay down on the grass; and at times they held up a 
newspaper to cover the walker's body from view, leaving 
only the feet visible. Then they got in behind or in 
front of the walkers. It was a wonder to me that anyone 
finished. 


In the final, I took the lead right from the start. 
When I was about 40 yards ahead of Webb, I thought the 
judges were after me. One of them said something in 
Swedish which I didn't understand; but when I turned 
toward him I saw a broad grin on his face and concluded 
he must have said something nice. Still, it was a tick- 
lish moment, for the judges had the right to pull anyone 
off the track without previous warning. 


With other judges I could have improved my time; but 
during the last mile, when I had a lead of about 75 yards, 
I slowed considerably and took no chance of being dis- 
qualified. Besides, in the first heat, I had rubbed the 
skin off my toes, while wearing almost new shoes; and in | 
the final my feet were really torturing. However, in 
winning, I soon forgot the pain and remembered only the 
pleasure.? 


Several other Canadian athletes did well, considering 
the strong opposition. C.D. Bricker won a silver medal in the running 
long jump with 23 feet, 7-7/8 inches and Duncan Gillis of Vancouver 
finished second in the hammer throw with a distance of 158 feet, 0-7/16 
inches. Frank Lukeman was third in the pentathlon event, E.B. Butler won 


by 


a bronze medal in the single sculls, William Happenny finished third in 


38 while Jimmy Duffy was fifth in the marathon event .>? 


the pole-vault, 
Canada's performances were creditable, finishing 9th in the track and 
field section and 6th in the swimming. One point of interest arose, prior 

36poxborough, Opscit., pp.s0-1; 37Mez6, Op cle. ; pp.111-128. 
38Roxborough, Op cit... op. 31, 


39the Globe and Mail, July 15, 1912. 


As 
. i, * vai* o ales > ry yes 
J . ou Sis & aati 42 
i? ym ol .8uo0V 
4 
( f 15 «66 rz 35 
a f 
: 9 m0 vbod 
fo boided nk 30g vad 
. : : 
: : LITO 
7 « fg 
in 
- P > 
. : ‘ i - tw 
nd ‘ f r] 3Of1 
se Mr’ F 
i i y Jud 
‘ a «> 
: rs ; < 3 
e 
- Bs iJc 
a ar ite Cc 7 : * r - 
oni * 
.» 3 BY 
~ 
a c ' if 7} 
i - = - 
- : Oo SIO » OF 
a 7 
isdd basi .jeed 3 
, DiTE Be0ne pOoUMLE 
mz , IUD FC 
i ; ; IIS pi TS 
> c “ ~ t } 
RL TO esi DID 
; BOs Viig & 
, ' ' 
o io tl i ) U 
7 « % o sr a ~ 
a L700 > f a Oca A 4il € . ‘ 


now teljud .8,.3 .3neve solidisiasg 


nt biids bedetnti yaneqqsi makittw ' 
‘eer 
4 Seay oda 











v 









TL 


? 


3seqet 03 Jnaw Jon bib asgbut ods 


rbhodyisevs bad asxbut oT - 
‘283p sf) mo mwob ysl yod3 — 
>= 


-Sldtelv tee? efs yino 


Hoos I ,isnuti efi al 
sors ebisy OF Juods eaw I nedW 
i 


m s$j3its et9w eagbut 
i*nbib I dotdw detbsw2 
iotd s wae I aid brewod 
jeamos. bisa sve jeum sd 
t odd 162 .taamom dali . 
juods Iw 5573 efi i260 7 


i senbui zarito djiw - 


itdw .2903 ym lic nide 
tay 2993 yo Isoti edi ; 


“es - — - m 
JORIOL Hoos 


nelbsnsd rtesd30 [arsevs2 


= y j . ; _~ 
B\t- ,3982 ES d3iw qmut bs ‘ot 
ywoudt tommed efi at baoosa bedotel 


id3 esw oemeodlud Ane7%\, .asdonk 


ied gamit “el tdw 8€ 3 tuav- 


ares + ee SCY 


eI djaiid sow 
anaes 





























| ess 


var 


iJ y8voo 0} TSqsqewan : 


.erysdisw sd3 io 3no7xi 
P .boedaint? 


lim Jesi oda gotmb 
‘Idsreblenos bewole I 
,eobleeg .betitigsup { 


wir ss 


Of osu solq .+ 


SG. ,aotileoqqo gnotd a odj 


“— 
i 





atl ude Rd edd at Asbem ssno: ds 






S = Ae 









462 
to these very successful games, when Swedish officials decided to hold 
competitions on Sundays. Canada was one of several nations which pro- 
tested this action. These differences were eventually settled and the 
games ''were well-planned and conducted; the entries were the highest 
ever in both number and quality; the Swedish people were enthusiastic and 
hospitable "40 

The Sixth Olympiad was awarded to Berlin,and the Germans immediately 
Started work on the new facilities. However, in August of 1914, the world 
was plunged into war. Earlier in 1914, however, the 1.0.C. had made some 
interesting decisions. By a vote of 28-4 women were given the right to 
compete in the next Olympiad; boxing was included; ice hockey was not 
accepted; ‘and Canada's representative voiced a strong objection to the 
inclusion of sailing races,‘ 

The I.0.C., in 1915, announced that the 1916 Olympics would be held 
in the United States ( they were not yet at war) and that any records 
made at these Games would not be official. The United States of America 
were to be given a free hand in selecting a site, but all the events 
voted on at the last Olympic Congress had to be included. 4? This decision 
was obviously made without de Coubertin's knowledge for within two weeks 
he made the announcement that the I.0.C. had "no right to give the games 
to any country except Berlin and that they could not be held anywhere 


else "43 


In 1920 the first World Ice Hockey Championships were held in 





ee as. Loc. cits 
“lthe Globe and Mail, June 17, 19, 20 and 24, 1914. 


42ipid., March 10, 1915, 43Ibid., March 19) 1915, 
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Belgium,to coincide with the Olympics ,and the Winnipeg Falcons team, the 
Allan Cup champions of that year, travelled to Antwerp to represent 
Canada. In a remarkable series of three games, the Falcons defeated 
Czechoslovakia 15-0, the United States 2-0 - their team being composed 
mainly of Canadians - and Sweden 12-1 in the final,“4 One of the Falcon's 
outstanding players was Mike Goodman,who, at that time, was the all-round 
speed skating champion of North America. The Europeans were so amazed 
with his great speed that they thought his skates "packed some mysterious 
power" and even offered him up to $100 for a pair of his boots and 
skates. 
Canada's economy in 1920 was such that sufficient funds were not 
available to send all of the team in one contingent. The team was divided 
into groups to coincide with their events, so that these athletes would 
not have to be kept in Antwerp for the full duration of the Seventh 
Olympiad. On August 13, 1920, Cardinal Mercier officially opened the 
Games with a Mass in honour of the world's athletes who were 
killed in the First World War. Then the 3,000 athletes from 27 parti- 
cipating nations "got down to the business for which they had trained 
long hours and travelled thousands of miles "46 

An indication of Canada's growing interest in international sport 
can be gauged by the fact that at the Antwerp Olympics only three countries 
' entered athletes in each event - the United States, Czechoslovakia and 
Canada.“/ This statement is only correct insofar as male participants 


44uanitoba Free Press, April 27, 1920. 


*5Roxborough, Oprcrees pps 7-0. 


46qhe Globe and Mail, August 14 and 16, 1920. “/zbid., July 23,1920. 
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464 
are concerned, as Canada sent no female athletes in 1920, at which time 
women's events were first introduced. This situation was remedied in 
1924, 

At the 1920 Olympic Games, Earl Thomson, originally of Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan, who received most of his athletic training in the 
United States, won the gold medal for the 110-metres hurdles in the record 
time of 14-4/5 seconds for anarane o Canada's other gold medallist was 
Albert Schneider of the Montreal A.A.A., who won the welterweight boxing 
competition, Boxing was first included as an Olympic event at Antwerp, 
and Canada's team of eight boxers captured five medals to finish in 
third position behind Great Britain and the United States of America. The 
other successful boxers were G.G. Graham of Toronto, flyweight, and A. 
Prudhomme of London, Ontario, middleweight, who both won silver medals, 
and C. Newton of Toronto, lightweight, and M Herscovitch of Montreal, 

LG 
welterweight, who beth won bronze medals. 

Other Canadian athletes who excelled at Antwerp were George Vernot 
of Montreal, who finished second in the 1,500 metres and was third in the 
400 metre freestyle swimming; the trap shooting team finished third (W.H. 
Hamilton of Red Deer finished sixth in the individual trap Bn aa 
Archie McDiarmid of Vancouver was fourth in the 56 pounds weight throw, 
and Herb McDonald of Toronto was fourth in the 50-kilometre cycling 
pagucs Od Canada's Marathon runners were not as successful as in previous 


years, with James Dellow of Toronto in twelfth place, Arthur Scholes - of 


4*8vanitoba Free Press, August 19, 1920. 


eines of the 1920 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U. of C., pp.17-8. 


Baan cone Free Press, July 26, 1920. 


Pr aabocouek: Op.Cil, . Dp. 34. 
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465 
the famous Scholes family from Toronto - fourteenth and Norman General 
twenty second. Albert Smoke of Peterborough was injured before the race 
when struck by a careless cyclist.°° 

The Seventh Olympiad has often been described as "not one of the 
greatest festivals in the long cycle," but it did allow international 
Sport to become better organized ,and removed some of the bitter taste 
that the war had produced for many of the world's population. But 
Antwerp will be remembered as the first city over which the "five circled" 
Olympic flag flew.-° Although Canada has never been awarded an Olympic 
Games (up to 1972) it has tried many times - in 1920 both Halifax and 
Toronto made strong applications to the I.0.C. for the honour of hosting 
the 1924 Olympiad - without success.-4 

Canadian athletes had competed in a variety of international sports 
long before the advent of the modern Olympic Games. These competitions 
have already been discussed under their respective sections in the early 
chapters of this thesis. For this reason only a brief overview of those 
Sports will be given. 

Baseball was a popular sport in Canada during this period, and, 
since a large proportion of Canada's population was located near the 
United States' border, it was only natural that competitions would be 
arranged in a North-South pattern rather than East and West. International 
leagues were very common. In 1900, Toronto and Montreal both had pro- 


fessional teams in the Eastern League .>> Winnipeg entered a team in the 





-*vinutes of the 1920 Annual Meeting of the A,A,U.of C., p17. 


>3Roxborough, OD. Clee |p. 57 5 


54The Globe and Mail, January 15 and February 6, 1920. 


2ae Njanuary 1.1900. 
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Northern League in 1902, with five other American teams, Grand Forks, 
Devil's Lake, Cavalier, Fargo and Crookston.>° 

It was not unusual for Canadian teams to dominate in these leagues, 
but a careful examination of these teams usually revealed a high percent- 
age of United States athletes within their ranks. By 1913 the Pacific 
Coast professional teams had a Northwestern League in operation, with 
teams from Vancouver, Victoria, Seattle, Spokane, Portland and Tacoma.’ 
After the war two international professional leagues opened in the east - 
the Michigan-Ontario and the anthens biouslees 

Canadian cyclists were making their way to other countries for 
competitions early in this period. In 1900, Angus McLeod, the top pro- 
fessional in Canada for several years, competed in the World Championships 
in Paris, without any apparent epee eee Cycling was one of the first 
Canadian sports in which women competed internationally. In Winnipeg, 
in 1900, Miss Glaw, the British champion, defeated Mlle. Lisette, the 
French champion, as well as the Canadian participants, in the final night 
of their six-day bicycle ee Miss Lottie Brandon of Peterborough, 
Ontario, later that year was beaten by Miss Gast of Brooklyn by one lap 
in their six-day ea be] 

Archie McEachern, an ex-Toronto rider, was one of Canada's most 


> tanitoba Free Press, April 21, 1902. 


UE seers and) Howell, jop..cit.%,\ p.263, 

>8the Globe and Mail, April 2 and September 11, 1919. 
* Thid., January 9, 1900. 

60vanitoba Free Press, June 18, 1900. 


Ot ste November 26, 1900. 
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famous professional cyclists and an excellent boxer as well who, in 1900, 
won the World's 25-mile championship.° In 1902 he broke the world's 
S-mile indoor record just before he was killed in a fall from his cycle 


during a training session,°° 


At various times international events were 
staged in Canada, such as the six-day event held in Toronto's Arena 
Gardens, in which Root of New York and Hehir of Australia won with a 
distance of 988 miles and 5 laps.©4 

Canadian cyclists competed in the 1912 and 1920 Olympics, but they 
did not capture medals in these contests. In 1917, Arthur Spencer of 
Toronto became the first Canadian to win the American Professional 
Championship. He defeated Frank Kramer, who had held the title for six- 
EEeTr years.°° 

International cricket matches between Canada and the United States 
were first started in 1879 and were played annually until 1912, with the 


United States winning 27 of the 43 matches .°® 


Tournaments were popular 

during the early years of the twentieth century, such as the one held 

annually in Chicago, between Canadian and United States teams .°/ 
Touring teams from England and Australia were popular during the 


period and, in 1901, B.J.T. Bosanquet's English team toured Canada and 


the United States and proved too strong for the local teams ,©8 In 1905, 


62 the Globe and Mail, December 31, 1900. 

OS ytd January 27 and March 14, 1902. 

Otpid.?, Otteber 28 1012, 65tbid., July 2, 1917. 
66 


Ronald Bowen, North America in International Cricket, (Eastbourne, 


et 


England: Published be the. author, 1960), p.17. 


6vanitoba Free Press, July 21, 1900: 


68h. Globe and Mail, October 14, 1901. 
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the Marylebone Cricket Club arrived in the East and played a series of 
games, winning them all except their All-Toronto match.°9 The Toronto 
Zingari team, in 1910, became the first Canadian cricket club from North 
America to visit England. and finished their tour with nine wins, four 
draws and three losses. /° In 1912 two touring teams played in Canada - 
the fourteenth Australian team and the New York team, and both proved to 
be very popular. The following year A, Diamond brought his Australian 
team over to Canada and played thirty-one games across the nation, winning 
all except for one, this being drawn. /+ 

Because of its geographical location Canada has always attracted 
teams from the British Isles, Australia, New Zealand and other countries, 
as part of their tours to other areas of the British Commonwealth. This 
is particularly true for association football and English rugby. Canadian 
football, because of its uniqueness, suffered as far as international 
competition was concerned, 

One of Canada's most successful international football teams was 
the Galt Soccer team which, in 1904, won the Olympic gold medal at St. 


Paice In 1905 the English touring team, the Pilgrims, played several 


he) 


games in Eastern Canada, as did another British team, the Corinthians, 


in the following year,/4 American soccer touring teams were also not 
uncommon during this period and included the Pan-Americans in 1907 and 


the Californian team in 1909./> 


69 1Did., August 25, 1905. 10powen, op.cit., Pace 


1 ipid., p.13. 


72 the Globe and Mail, November 18, 1904. 


’3tbid., September 11 to 18, 1905. /41bid., August 23, 1906. 


tbid., July 8, 1907 and April 18, 1909. 
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Although English rugby was only popular in British Columbia and 
the Maritimes, it did not suffer from a lack of touring teams to maintain 
interest in this game. In 1902, a representative Canadian team toured 
Canada and the British Isles, winning eight of their twenty-two overseas 
games, /© The game was popular on the United States West Coast ,and an 
almost annual occurrence was to have California play matches in British 
Columbia. Touring teams from New Zealand visited British Columbia in 
1906 and 1913 while, in 1908, an Anglo-Welsh en played Vancouver. In 
1909 and 1912, Australian touring teams played a series of games on the 
West Coast of North America, 

Canadian golfers, both male and female, were playing international 
matches in America and Britain before the twentieth century commenced, 
but after 1900 these exchanges became more popular and numerous. The most 
successful Canadian during this period was George Seymour Lyon of Toronto 
who, in 1904, defeated H, Chandler-Egan, the United States National 
champion, to win the Olympic gold medal at St. Louis. // in -L913-" Canada 
sent a team to St. Andrew's, Scotland, to compete in the World amateur 
championships, but they were defeated in the first round of the com- 
petition. /8 

North-south international lacrosse leagues were common during this 
period between Canadian and American teams in the Ontario, Manitoba and 


British Columbia areas. In 1902, the Toronto lacrosse team made a 


successful tour of the British Isles, winning all of its sixteen games, /? 





8rhids, February 14, 1902. Mtbid., September 26. “1904, 


785 dmonton Bulletin, May 27, 1913. 
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The Globe and Mail, May 19, 1902. 
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and that year the University of Toronto defeated Johns Hopkins University 


to win the North American Intercollegiate championship. °° 


The Winnipeg 
Shamrocks, the Western Canada champions, in 1904, defeated the St. Louis 
A.A.A, team 8-2 to capture the Olympic Games lacrosse gold medal, 81 

A Canadian Lacrosse Association "All-Star" team, in 1907, toured 
Australia and won all of its eleven games except one during the series. 82 
As a further demonstration of her superiority in this sport Canada again 
captured the Olympic gold medal in London in 1908 by defeating England, 
14-10.83 In 1909 the Toronto University team apain captured the North 
American Intercollegiate title, 84 but soon afterwards universities lost 
interest in the sport, a trend which increased across Canada after the 
First World War. 

American and Canadian tennis tournaments were popular for both 
male and female athletes. In 1908, Captain Foulkes of Ottawa won the 
Canadian Singles championship and travelled to London for the Olympic 
Games tennis tournament, but was defeated by Richardson Be eer Africa 
in the first round. 8 In 1913, Canada first entered the Davis Cup com- 
petition, and defeated South Africa and Belgium, but were defeated by the 
United States in the final of the preliminary competition. The United 


States eventually defeated England to win the title in 1913, 86 ihus; 


80 bid., June 12,1902. 


81 dmonton Bulletin, July,8, 1904. 


82the Globe and Mail, August 19, 1907. 


83 84 


Ibid., August 26, 1908. Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.307. 


850he Globe and Mail, July 7, 1908. 
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that year, Canada was the second or third top tennis power in the 
world, a position it has not since been able to regain, 

Canadian representatives always acquitted themselves well on the 
rifle ranges at international meets during this period. The Bisley com- 
petitions in England have almost always included Canadians in their list 
of prize winners. The Palma trophy, for competition between Canada and 
the United States was inaugurated during the early years of the twentieth 
century ,and Canadian teams proved to be very successful over the years. 9/ 
The Ross rifle was introduced into Canada in 1905 and revolutionized 
international shooting, with Canadian marksmen winning = tournaments 
with this new rifle. Trap shooting was a popular Canadian Sport, and 
W.H. Ewing won two gold medals in this sport at the 1900 atid 1908 Olympic 
Games. 

A list of Canada's outstanding track and field athletes during 
this period would be extensive, but there were a few who stood out even 
in that select group. George Orton was the first Canadian to win an Olym- 
pic gold medal when in 1900, he competed for the United States and won 
the 2,500 metre steeplechase at Paris 98 Desmarteau won the 56 pounds 
weight throw at the St. Louis Olympics, while William Sherring won the 
Marathon in 1906 at the Athens International games . 89 This victory of 
Sherring, plus outstanding and controversial performances of the Onandaga 
Indian, Tom Longboat, influenced many international athletes to come to 
North America and run in professional Marathon races from 1908 until 1914, 


when the war started. 





87ipid., September 27, 1902. 88vez5, op.cit., p.46. 


8914 Presse, Montreal, May 12, 1906. 
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At the London Olympics ,in 1908, Robert Kerr was Canada's out- 
Standing athlete,with a gold medal in the Observe and a bronze medal in 
the 100-metre events, 20 George Goulding, in 1909, started breaking 
world's walking records and, in 1912, won the Olympic 10,000 metre walk. 
In 1912, Goulding broke four indoor and twelve outdoor world's walking 


pecords (a. 


Walter Knox, in 1912, won the professional all-round 
championship of the world when he defeated F.R. Cramb of Scotland in six 
out of the eight events, ?2 

Canada produced some excellent boxers during this period, such as 
John Scholes of Toronto, who won the Canadian, British and United States 
amateur featherweight titles, to become the undisputed world amateur 
champion in that division. ?? Although there were several outstanding 
professional boxers, such as Johnny Coulon and Sam baneforde during this 
period, the outstanding fighter was Tommy Burns, He captured the professional 
heavyweight championship of the world in 1906, 94 and although he only 
retained the title for three years he received a great deal of publicity 
and won a fortune from his numerous fights. By 1920, amateur boxing was 
very popular,and Albert Schneider of Montreal won the welterweight 
division at the Antwerp Olympics. ?> 


Curling bonspiels, such as the one held annually at Winnipeg, 





20vez3, op.cit., p.83. 


71 the Globe and Mail, November 20, 1912. 
?*Howell and Howell, op.cit., p.151. 

93Manitoba Free Press, February 24, 1900. 
The Globe and Mail, February 24, 1906. 
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473 
attracted curlers from all over North America and occasionally from 
overseas. During these twenty years two Canadian teams visited Scotland, 
in 1906-7 and in 1920, while two Scottish teams played in games across 
Canada, in 1902-3 and 1912. Canadian players proved superior in three 
out of these four series. 

International hockey between Canada and the United States was a 
common occurrence during the period, but it was not until 1920, when 
winter sports were included in the Olympics, that Canada's participation 
became truly international. The Winnipeg Falcons represented Canada at 
Antwerp and won the gold medal, defeating Sweden 12-1 in the final. ?6 

Canada produced many fine international athletes in rowing, with 
Jake Gaudaur holding the world's professional championship in 1900.27 
Lou Scholes was one of the best amateur oarsmen ever produced in Canada 
and, in 1904, he won the Diamond Sculls at the English Henley regatta 
(emblematic of the world's amateur championship) .2° Eddie Durnan, nephew 
of the famous Edward Hanlan, won the American Aiea | Championship 
in 1905 and held this title for twenty one years, until 1926.99 Many 
famous rowing crews from across Canada won American and overseas regatta 
events during this period. 

The outstanding Canadian swimmer during this period was George 
Hodgson of Montreal, who won the mile freestyle at the Festival of Empire 
Games in London in 1911, 100 The following year he won two gold medals 

%vanitoba Free.Press April. :27., 21920 
9’7the Globe and Mail, February 14, 1900. 81bid., guly 8, 1904. 


99Robert S, Hunter, Rowing in Canada Since 1848, (Hamilton: Davis 
Lisson, 1933). «p.62., 


100Minutes of the 1911 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of C., p.47. 
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at the Stockholm Olympics in the 400 and 1,500 metre events, establishing 
four world's records in the course of these two victories, 101 

These are but a few of Canada's outstanding international successes 
during the first two decades of the twentieth century. It was obvious 
that the top Canadian athletes were no longer content to compete against 
those of other provinces, or even solely against American athletes - they 
wanted to challenge the world's best and often proved successful. During 
this period Canadian athletes competed against ie tioe in almost every 
sport, with varying degrees of success. 

Canada's entry into the Olympic Games competitions in 1904 and 
their dramatic successes in 1908 and 1912 has led to much discussion con- 
cerning a comparison of these athletes and those of today. Several points 
must be considered before the answers to some of the queries are resolved, 
During these early years of the Olympic Games the number of nations com- 
peting was comparatively small, and thus any athlete had Seuich better 
chance of success. These early athletes were true amateurs, since 
politics had not entered the field of international sport to any great 
extent and "state-amateurs" and "scholarly athletes" were not a force to 
be reckoned with in those days. Training methods and athletes had not 
reached a high degree of specialization and thus it was often the athlete's 
natural ability which was the deciding factor. These early Canadian 
athletes must have had their share of this natural ability, and this may 


account for some of their early successes. 





10lpoxborough, op.cit., p.49. 
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CHAPTER XI 
Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A. AND THE CHURCH 


Institutions such as the Young Women's Christian Association 
(Y.W.C.A.), the Young Men's Christian Association (Y.M.C.A.) and church 
organizations, by 1900, were influential in many aspects of Canadian 
society. In the area of sport these associations, especially the Y.M.C.A., 
supplied a great deal of the leadership with respect to the encouragement 
of physical activity and exercise in Canada in the twentieth century. 

The first Y.M.C.A. in North America was established in Montreal on 
November 25, ese The Y.M.C.A. movement was primarily based on the needs 
of an urban population, and thus did not expand outside of the few large 
cities in Canada prior to 1890. The rapid growth in Canada's population 
after 1890 was due mainly to an increase in immigration. Canada's 
population in 1891 was 4,833,239, and by 1921 it had increased to 
8,787,949.- This expansion led to increased urbanization across Canada, 
and many new Y.M.C.A. branches were formed in those new cities. 

With a rapid increase in the growth of Y.M.C.A's. in North America, 

a change oecurred in the philosophy of this organization. Luther Gulick, 
of the Springfield College Y.M.C.A. Training School, developed the "four- 
fold" approach in which evangelism gave way to "religious, social, physical 


and educational" programs. This new philosophy was based on its appeal 


Southam Press, 1951), p.15. 


Murray G. Ross, The Y.M,.C,A. in Canada, (Toronto: The Ryerson 
Press, 1951), p.166. 
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to the intelligence of the population rather than to their emotions. 
Gulick, in 1892, expressed his ideas on this approach: 


The young man that goes into the gymnasium ignoring 
his spiritual nature, should be led not merely to a sym- 
metrical development physically, but he should have con- 
tinually shown to him the paramount importance of attention 
to his spiritual needs. He should be led to see and 
appreciate keenly how utterly one-sided and unsatisfying 
is the symmetrical development of the body only. Ex- 
clusive attention to and development of this work ends in 
a total wreck of the man. The supreme importance of 
spiritual development, of redemption, conversion and 
sanctification through Christ must be wisely and prayer- 
fully brought to his attention. The physical department’ 
that does not accomplish this is, in this regard, false 
to the Master. On the other hand, the young man with a 
poor body that goes into religious work of the Association 
should be glad to attend to his physical nature; and the 
Association that neglects to do this, is, to this extent, 
false to the Master. A similar relationship should 
exist between spiritual, and as well through all the rami- 
fications of our social work. It is thus that the results 
of the Association are so much more than the sum of a 
strong religious society, a good school and library, and 
a good gymnasium... It is the product, not the sum of 
these;...4 


Gulick later reduced his "four-fold" concept to "three-fold 
development” - spirit, mind and body - symbolized by the now-famous red 
triangle of the Y.M.C.A's. in North America.> Ross felt that what Gulick 
had in mind was "a combination of Hercules, Socrates and Jesus, with 
attention being given to special exercises by which the qualities of each 
might be deve loped,'"© 

The development of the physical department of the Y.M.C.A. was 
spectacular after 1890. This was probably due to the increased emphasis 


that sport received by . Canadian society during that era. Another 


4Luther Gulick, "The Distinctive Features of the Physical Work in 
the Association." Y.M.C.A. International Convention Report 1891, pp.101-3. 


Ross, Opecit., P.49G. rIbid., p.169. 
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important aspect of the Y.M.C.A's. was inaugurated during the late nine- 
teenth century, and that was the inclusion of gymnasia and swimming pools 
in their buildings. 

In 1901, Howard Crocker took over the position of Physical Director 
of the Toronto Y.M.C.A., and, later that year, he established his first 
"leaders' corey program, with eighteen members.’ ‘These courses even- 
tually supplied the Physical Directors for the new branches being developed 
across Canada. It did not take long for these indoor gymnasium classes 
to become very popular, with saalgets on activities such as wrestling, 
fencing, track and field, swimming, life-saving, gymnastics, basketball 
and other sports. Leadership was also shown in the development of field 
sports and activities such as lacrosse, baseball, football and track and 
field, particularly at those Y.M.C.A's. which did not have suitable indoor 
facilities.® 

Participation in these physical activity classes in the Y.M.C.A's. 
across the nation increased rapidly during the first nae years of the 
new century,and, in 1900, there were 3,861 registered in this program, 
while by 1920 the number had increased to 22,836.2 An example of this 
new public interest was reported from the Winnipeg Y.M.C.A. which, in 
1909, reported a program of "30 gym classes per week with an attendance 
for the year of 26,839; in addition, 70 men met regularly for boxing, 30 
for wrestling, and there were teams in track and field and basketball1,"10 

Another aspect of the Y.M.C.A. should be noted ‘in analyzing 


its role in the development of Canadian sport. In 1902, the Canadian 


"thid., p.188. Stbid:, p.189. 


9tbid., p.191. 10tbhid., p.189. 
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Eigtrdos Toronto Central Y.M.C.A. headquarters, 1905-1912. 
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Fig. 74. Girl's physical education uniform as prescribed 
by the Strathcona Trust syllabus in 1911. 
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478 
Y.M.C.A. Athletic League was organized, as a result of the work done by 
the Athletic League of the Y.M.C.A's. of North America that was founded 
in 1896. The League affiliated with the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union 
in 1905,and as all the Y.M.C.A. athletes were registered with the League 


they were eligible to take part in any amateur competition in 


The Y.M.C.A's. encouraged most sports during this period, and 
Howell and Howell stated that "basketball, baseball, badminton, boxing, 
wrestling, weight-lifting, gymnastics, canoeing, rowing, swimming, water 
polo, track and field, soccer, rugger, football and others" !2 were 
fostered. However, a few activities such as aquatics, the various forms 
of gymnastics, track and field, indoor baseball, basketball and volley- 
Bail received particular attention. 

Indoor track and field events were very popular and the Hexathlon 
competition, staged by many Y.M.C.A's. included such metivtriee as the 
60 yard potato race, running high jump, fence vault, rope climb, standing 


long jump and the 440 yard run./3 an indication of the extent of their 


programs can be gauged from the report that the Central Y.M.C.A. in Toronto 
held 23 athletic events in the month of January in 1900. 
They offered medals for first and second places and also for the highest 


point score over all events. 14 


Hy Howard Crocker, "History of the Y.M.C.A. Athletic League." 
Unpublished paper of the Canadian Y.M.C.A., pp.1-2. : 


LZ 


13the Globe and Mail, Toronto, January 19, 1900. 


14 ibid. 
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After J. Howard Grbcxi¥ took over the physical department of the 
Central Toronto Y.M.C.A, in 1901, a number of interesting activities were 
added to their program. For example, an international athletic contest 
was organized between his branch and the Buffalo, New York, Y.M.C.A., 
with Buffalo winning their first encounter in 1901. ° The following year 
nine runners from the Toronto Central "Y" broke the relay record from 
Hamilton to Toronto (42% miles). They cb0erdd the distance in 4 hours, 
1% minutes, beating the old record by over 35 minutes. l6 

Y.M.C.A's. also helped to popularize cross country running Beeaeat 
and Harrier clubs were formed in almost every branch of the Association 
across the country. The Edmonton branch organized their Harrier club in 
1908 - it was the first such club formed in Alberta - and their aim was 
to foster all types of running events, !/ Boys' athletics were encouraged 
by the Y.M.C.A's., and the Toronto West End branch of the Association won 
the First Annual Boys' Championship of Canada. This was sponsored by the 
C.A.A.U. and was held on the University of Toronto track on Saturday, 


June 13, 1908.28 


After the war the Y.M.C.A's. quickly organized the 
country's sport in an effort to erase the unpleasant memories war had 
caused. In answer to the great enthusiasm of the public for track and 
field competitions, in 1919 the "Ys" organized many types of events such 
as "twilight meets at the University of Toronto's track,""19 | 

Indoor baseball was a popular Garrison sport prior to 1900, but 

1 Toronto Daily Star, TOLBRS A vebEbhiy £85 L901. 
©The Globe and Mail, June 12, 1902. 
Vieanb neha Bulletin, Edmonton, April 16, 1908. 


'Sthe Globe and Mail, June 15, 1908. 9rbid., May 10, 1919. 
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with the advent of Y.M.C.A. gymnasia the game was adopted by the Assoc- 
iation, and leagues were formed across Canada. The Winnipeg branch 
started its competition in 1905 with four teams, 29 while the Edmonton 
Y.M.C.A. organized a league in 1911.24 

Prior to the development of indoor swimming pools in Canada 
instruction in the aquatic arts was very elementary, When swimming 
pools were introduced by the Y.M.C.A's. and Y.W.C.A's. across the country > 
this situation was rapidly improved. By 1901 the Toronto Central Y.MeC A. 
was holding annual swimming contests. The a inndiesd branch held a 
series of monthly aquatic events in January, 1905 which included a dive 
for plates, water wrestling, long dive, fancy diving, short and long 
swimming races.2> Further West, the Edmonton Y.M.C.A, started their 
swimming classes in 1910, and they announced that it was a good oppor- 
tunity ''to learn the plain and fancy strokes, methods of diving, ete "24 

Swimming instruction increased rapidly,and, in 1911, the Inter- 
national Committee of the Y.M.C.A. employed George Corson and his son 
(both Canadians) ss encourage and teach swimming in North America. They 
gave demonstrations across the continent and that year "over 30,000 boys 
and men in North America were taught to swim."2> Y.M.C.A. swimmers were 
often the Canadian champions during this period. For example, Frank Wood 
of the Central "Y" in Toronto established a new 25-yard backstroke 


20 ani toba Free Press, Winnipeg, December 8, 1904. 


207 dubnten. Bulletin, November 4, 1911. 


22 re Globe and Mail, January 2, 1901. 


23Manitoba Free Press, January 20, 1905. 


24 


Edmonton Bulletin, January 28, 1910. - 


ROSS, Op.cit., p-190. 
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Canadian record of 15 seconds in 1914.26 Later, at the same pool, A. 
Barnes of the West End Y.M.C.A, broke the Canadian record for the long 
plunge, in their meet with the Buffalo branch, when he plunged the full 
length of the tank - 60 feet. The previous record was 58 feet 6 inches, 
held by Stafford of the Montreal A.A.A,27 Other events, such as the 
three mile Red River swim at Winnipeg, were sponsored by the local 
Y.M.c.a.78 

Life saving received considerable assistance from Y.M.C.A's. in 
its development in Canada, and especially fidm J. Howard Geocken! whe 
helped A.L. Cochrane form the Ontario branch of the Royal Life Saving 
Society (R.L.S.S.) in 1901.2? In 1909 the Winnipeg branch held their 
first life saving class, and early in 1911 the Aartiitobasbreheh of the 
R.L.S.S, was formed at the Y.M.C.A, 20 Life saving was well established in 
the East and in Manitoba by 1918. That year the R.L.S.S. granted 561 
awards, of which the Y.M.C.A. gained 180 and the Y.W.C.A. 123.31 The 
Y.M.C.A., after the First World War, co-operated with the education 
authorities in Ontario to provide swimming and life saving instruction for 
the children in elementary schools. 


Basketball was a Y.M.C.A. sport and was naturally encouraged in all 





aoa Globe and Mail, January 2, 1914. 


lr rice January 21, 1914, 
28 ani toba Free Press, August 14, 1920. 29Ross, loc.cit. 
30 


Manitoba Free Press, September 25, 1909 and January 18, 1911. 


31vavis E, Berridge, "The Development of the Red Cross Water Safety 
Service and the Royal Life Saving Society in Canada." Unpublished M.Sc. 
Thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1966, p.25. 
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of their institutions, In most cases it was the first activity intro- 
duced once a gymnasium had been constructed. Mitchelson, in his scene 
stated: 

It is apparent that by the outbreak of World War Ty 

the Young Men's Christian Association in Canada had been 

instrumental in introducing basketball to many Canadian 

towns and cities from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to Victoria, 

British Columbia.3 

Y.M.C.A's. across Canada were not limited in their sports programs 
and usually supplied the leadership for the needs of their particular 
area. However, one point must be made in this regard. Whenever a branch 
of the Y.M.C.A. was established in a city or town, not only were local 
Sports rapidly improved in both organization and participation, but many 
new games were also introduced and popularized. This premise can best be 
demonstrated by looking at one such branch, the Edmonton branch of the 
Y.M.C.A., and its effects on sport within the community. 

On August 26, 1901, work commenced on the excavation of the new 
Y.M.C.A, at the north end of Howard Street in Edmonton, and its proposed 
cost was $65,000, which "would provide all the various phases of the 
society under one roof .""24 The building was completed early in 1908 at a 


uf 


final cost of $70,280. Before the building was completed the Association 


formed a tennis club, in 1907, since this Sport was rapidly expanding in 


36 In 1908, the first Harriers club was formed in the province, 


that city. 
and later that year a basketball league, with eight teams, was inaugurated 


at the myn 37 





33paward Barry Mitchelson, "The Evolution of Men's Basketball in 
Canada, 1892-1936." Unpublished M.A. Thesis. The University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, 1968, p.46. ( 


34 35 


Edmonton Bulletin, August 27, 1906. Rose, op.cit., p.506. 


3®Fdmonton Bulletin, April 20, 1907. 


37Tbid., April 16 and November 2, 1908. 
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In 1909, the Edmonton Y.M.C.A, Bowling League (tenpin) was 


organized. 2° The following year swimming classes were Sstarted,and the 
Y.M.C.A, entered a team in the City Amateur Baseball League .>? The 
Y.M.C.A. had a rugby football team in the provincial league in 1911, and 
the same year the "Y" organized an indoor baseball league , 40 Tn 1902. 
the first indoor annual track and field championships were held, with 
Alex Decoteau winning the two mile event (he was a member of Canada's 
1912 Olympic team and reached the finals of the 5,000-metre event). The 
same year a "Y" cricket club was organized to play in the city league, 
and later water polo practices were instituted, but the latter sport was 
not very successful and was later dropped from their program, “! A volley- 
ball league with four teams was formed in 1913 for the local businessmen , 
and, that year, a boys' indoor baseball league was organized.‘ 

After the war the Kdmonton Y.M.C.A, continued to encourage local 
sport. +3 From this brief outline of the development of some of the 
activities at this branch of the Association it is fairly clear that such 


organizations played an important role in the development of Canadian 


sport during the period 1900 to 1920. 


During the First World War the Canadian Y.M.C.A, played a significant 





Bin idt September 23, 1909. 
yy que January 28 and March 28, 1910. 
40 


Ibid., September 23 and November 4, 1911. 


*ltbid., November 13, January 23 and May 18, 1912. 


+ her) October 8 and 31, 1913. 


‘Jrndd.: Uahiary 14. 1920; 
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role in sustaining the morale of our troops. The Y.M.C.A. entered the 
war with the first volunteers, and when the first Canadian troops sailed 


for England there were "six Canadian Y.M.C.A, secretaries" within their 


44 


ranks. So well was their work done in the various war centres that 


reports such as the following were fairly common: 
A visitor to the British Front in the Fall of 1917 

reported that he could tell when he had entered the 

Canadian area by the greatly increased number of games 

that were in evidence. This was not due so much to any 

deeper instinct for recreation but to the greater 

initiative in organization of those who were interested, 

and to the contribution of expert leadership and of 

athletic equipment which was made by the Y.M.C.A.4 

In order to meet the needs of the large sports programs which were 
in operation during these years, funds were required for the necessary 
equipment. This money was raised through national campaigns. The 


following indicates the objectives and the amounts attained each year 


during the war: 


Year Ob jective Amount Received 
1916 $ 250,000 313,856 

1917 750,000 1,126,770 

1918 2,715,000 3,342,610 

1919 1,110,000 447,166 “6 


These objectives appeared to be exceedingly high, but when the 
records were examined the quantity of sports equipment required was con- 
siderable. The list of athletic equipment sent to France during the 


first seven months of 1918 was as follows: 





Sena ge Op.cit..) pa4i3as 
(Canada: The Canadian National Council Y.M.C.A., 1924), 2159. 
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Of baseball goods there were 10,000 balls, 1,200 bats, 
4,950 fielders' gloves, and 198 baseball suits. Of foot- 
ball goods there were 4,500 soccer balls, 1,300 extra 
bladders and 112 pair of special boots, also 100 rugby 
footballs. Of indoor baseball goods there were 6,000 balls 
and 3,000 bats. Of lacrosse goods there were 720 sticks, 
600 balls and 720 gloves. For tennis there were 700 
racquets and 11,000 balls. Other items were 24 medicine 
balls, 24 basketball outfits, 124 volley ball sets, 200 
badminton sets, 50 cricket sets, 650 sets of boxing 
gloves, and 6,000 yards of tug-of-war rope. Of athletic 
wearing apparel there were 17,000 pair of rubber shoes, 
17,000 jerseys and 15,000 knickers. 


Many attributed the great success of Canada's troops during the 
war to this intensive sporting program,which was highly organized and 


keenly participated in by our soldiers. Bishop believed this to be true, 


and wrote: 


What all this contribution of organizing leadership 
and equipment meant to the morale of the army cannot be 
computed but must be reckoned very high. To vast numbers 
of soldiers personally it meant more than physical 
recreation. It was the salvation of many a man both 
physically and mentally, and to the Corps as a fighting 
unit this was one of the factors that gave it such a 
conquering spirit in its offensive operations and such 
a power of rapid recuperation between attacks in which 
it was employed. It was the most wholesome way in which 
the repressions and monotonies of military life could be 
relieved. 


The Y.W.C.A, was originally organized in England because of the 
needs of the women's emancipation movement and the religious revival of 
the nineteenth century. Industrialization of the 1870's in Canada was 
responsible for women ,and indeed children, being drawn into the labour 
force. The first Y.W.C.A. ee mes in St. John, New Brunswick in 1870 
and by 1875 there were five others, in Toronto, Montreal, Quebec and 


Halifax. By 1900 there were fifteen branches. “9 


485bid. 


4734 shop, Op. Clt.,) p-290. 


4 Ovary Quayle Innis, Unfold the Years, (Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart Limited, 1949), p.227. 
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The early beginnings of the Y.W.C.A. were devoted to the religious 
needs of Canada's women-folk, to the welfare of the early factory workers 
as well as to the needs of the great numbers of immigrants arriving in 
this country. By 1905 the physical side of women's and girls' needs - 
exercise and recreation - were recognized; gymnasia came into prominence 
and physical culture classes were offered at several of the well-estab- 
lished Y.W.C.A's.°° 

Y.W.C.A's. developed across Canada to meet the needs of the 
increasing population of women, particularly those without the protection 
of the parental homes. By 1912, these Associations offered their members 
such sports as basketball and tennis, while swimming was only able to be 
offered at a few of their branches.?! 

lf any one physical activity could have claimed credit for the 
increased popularity of membership in the Y.W.C.A. it must have been 
swimming. New pools were opened in 1914 at. Quebec, Peterborough, Ottawa, 
Hamilton and Calgary, while in most other areas they made greater use of 
existing pools in the Y.M.C.A's. Between 1914 and 1915 the numbers of 
women registered in physical culture classes "jumped from 766 to 34D 585 
largely because of the greater number of pools in use."9* This led to 
the inclusion of life saving into their program,and, by 1918, Y.W.C.A's. 
gained 123 of the 561 awards granted that year by the Royal Life Saving 
Society in Canada.>° q 

By 1920, there were 48 Y.W.C.A's. across Canada, + and although 


Be ide tain NO: wAinid., 9.51. 


53 


52tbid., p.85. Berridge, loc.cit. 


547 nnis, op.cit., pp.227-8. 
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they adhered to the "four-fold" philosophy of Luther Gulick, there was 
little attention paid the physical development of their members in com- 
parison to the Y.M.C.A. during the same period. This situation was 
changing rapidly, however, and with the inclusion of Canadian women into 
the Olympic Games in 1924, this Association took on much of the leader- 
ship within the various sports represented at these Games. 

The churches, during this period, appeared to increase their interest 
in many sports within Canadian society. This may have been an attempt to 
move into a more popular media in order to enhance their message to the 
public. Perhaps oe can gain an insight into this movement by the church 
into sporting activities when the words of Ross are considered concerning 
the rise of popularity of the physical department within the Y.M.C.A.: 

This, together with the colourful nature of some of 
its activities, placed the physical department in the 
public eye to a much greater degree than other depart- 
ments, to the consternation of many who felt "the 
religious work was taking second place" and of those who 
sought ''to maintain some balance in our work." With the 
decline of large evangelistic meetings, which kept 
attendance at religious meetings above physical depart- 
ment attendances, this issue became more acute. 
In 1900 the church was more interested in social clubs, such as those 


sponsoring tennis, which was very popular in the churches in the East. That 


year the St,Mathew's tournament in Toronto attracted some of Canada's top 


tennis players and included both men's, women's and mixed events. Probably 
the most popular church sport at the turn of the century was cycling. 
Many churches across the country had clubs. In. 1900, for example, in 


Winnipeg, there were the Wesley Church Club, St. Andrew's Maple Leaf Club 





S5Ross, op.cit., pp.191-2, 


>The Globe and Mail, July 28 and 30, 1900. 
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and the Maple Street Church's Excelsior Bicycle Club.?’ In Toronto 
church bicycle clubs were highly organized ,and the Toronto Methodist 
Cyclists' Union was formed by 1900. They conducted monthly runs in the 
evening which were very popular .?® 

Not all church sports were social in nature. Some sports were 
strictly for males and were highly competitive, such as the Winnipeg 
Catholic Club's pool tournaments? or the Grace Church Cricket Club 
challenge matches in Toronto in 1900, ©9 

The church also had its unusual members during this period. The 
Reverend Father Whitcombe of Toronto had a thirty foot yawl built for 
himself in Hamilton in 1902, while Bishop Newnham made a 350-mile journey 
from Moose Factory to the Canadian Pacific Railway in sixteen days on 
snowshoes .°! 

By 1908 churches were no longer content merely to organize teams 
to be entered into other leagues. They started to form their own leagues 
in various sports. Hockey was perhaps one of the most popular sport with the 
churches around 1908. [In that year, for example, Edmonton had a four-team 


church league , ©” Toronto had a Catholic League ®3 and Winnipeg had an 


SIisint toba Free Press, May 3 and 30, 1900. 


>8the Globe and Mail, June 11, 1900. 


Manitoba Free Press, July 19, 1900. 


60rhe Globe and Mail, February 9, 1900. 


©lipid., March 10 and June 1, 1902. 
62 amonton Bulletin, January 9, 1908. 


©3the Globe and Mail, March 2, 1909. 
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Anglican Church League with six teams 4 Cricket organizations were also 
popular, such as the Toronto Church and Mercantile Cricket League, that 
was operating in 1909.65 

During and after the war the emphasis appeared to be more in the 
direction of organizing sport for young people. This change probably resulted 
from the great drain of Y.M.C.A. personnel into the armed forces, as well 
as the churches taking over many of the functions previously carried out 
by that Association. For example, in 1919, the Edmonton Church Club 
baseball league had 28 boys' teams - ten junior, ten intermediate and 
eight senior - and was the largest boys' athletic organization in that 
Bity.°° The following year they announced that the number of boys' clubs 
was expected to be doubled,and that they would also have an open men's 
section.°/ 

During the first twenty years of this century, then, the Y.M.C.A., 
Y.W.C.A. and the church all had similar religious affiliations in the 
early years, though the "Ys" had different emphases. The Y.M.C.A. lost 


much of its early religious function and through sport developed the 


ideals of sportsmanship , Thus the Association became 


vitally interested in all aspects of sports organization and development. 
The Y.W.C.A, also lost some of its evangelical qualities and adopted more 
of a socializing role, particularly for women in need of assistance. The 


religious and physical aspects of their program, up until 1920, were 


64vanitoba Free Press, November 22, 1911. 


Othe Globe and Mail, March 31, 1909. 


66ramonton Bulletin, April 25, 1919. 


67tHid,, April 17, 1920. 
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490 
secondary to the social and educational elements. It might seem that 
the church appeared to be using a "band wagon" principle, using the 
popular media of sport to increase their popularity. 

Thus, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. appeared to become more interested 
in the successful socialization of their members in an attempt to 
develop better citizens. The Y.M.C.A. used physical activity to 
accomplish this while the Y.W.C.A. was more interested in teaching social 


practices which would best fit women into an emancipated society. 
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CHAPTER XII 


ETHNIC INFLUENCES 


The early origins of Canadian sports were founded from the 
games of the British Isles and France, the two founding nations of this 
vast country. Innovations often affected these sports because of the 
unique geographical and climatic conditions of Canada, and Indian games 
were often included into the social activities of early society. 
American influences, by the late nineteenth century, were producing 
steady changes in Canadian sport, and these influences rapidly increased 
in the early years of the twentieth century, Immigration, in general, 
occasioned many variations in Canada's sporting heritage, as ethnic 
groups developed and promoted their national games in a new environment. 

By 1900 Canadian sport had lost virtually all trace of French 
games, and the French-Canadians adopted many activities which were English 
or Indian in origin. One reason for this situation may have been the 
lower social position that the early "habitants" were forced to adopt 
after they were defeated by the British. Sport, in general, received 
its popularity by the process of downward filtration from the upper 
classes, If this were true of early Canadian society, the games of the 
early French-Canadians would have been excluded in favour of those which 
were popular with the predominan nly British upper class. 

Another reason for the English dominance of Canadian sport was 
that France did not place the same emphasis on sport as did the British, 
who looked upon their games as a way of life. The early French settlers, 
however, nevertheless developed a love of horse-riding, athletic events 


and feats of strength, singing, dancing and gambling. These activities 
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492 
were generally popular but did not create the great nationalistic feelings 
that cricket, football, rowing and other British sports were able to 
generate. 

In 1900, French-Canadian athletes were prominent in many sports 
such as hockey, lacrosse, track and field, snowshoeing, baseball, skating 
and motor cycling. Track and field events, during this period, often 
included French-Canadian athletes. W. La Barre of Hamilton, for example, 
was an excellent distance runner and, in 1902, he defeated a cyclist in 
a handicap race from Victoria Park, Toronto, to Dundas and return. He 
received 27 minutes start and won by 47 seconds in an exciting race. 

One of the most famous French-Canadian track and field athletes 
was Etienne Desmarteau of the Montreal Police Force. By 1902 he not 
only held the Canadian 56 lbs. weight throwing championship, but in that 
yearhe captured the American title at the National Amateur Athletic Union 
championships held at the New York Athletic Club grounds on Travers 
Teland.* The following year Desmarteau set a new Canadian record for the 
56 lbs. weight throwing event at the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union 
championships in Montreal.? 

Etienne Desmarteau has been cited by several authors as the first 
Canadian athlete to win an official Olympic gold medal, although George 
S. Lyon also won a gold medal at the same Olympics. In 1904 Desmarteau 
competed at St. Louis and won the 56 lbs. throwing event with a distance 
of 34 feet, 3-15/16 inches. His career was unfortunately cut short when 


he died in the year after his Olympic victors 





Ithe Globe and Mail, Toronto, November 3, 1902. 


3tbid., September 21, 1903. 


Ibid., September 15, 1902. 


4rerenc Mezo, The Modern Olympic Games, (Budapest: Pannonia 
Press, 1956), p.66. 
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With the advent of marathon racing, popularized by William 
Sherring and then Tom Longboat, several French-Canadians besides William 
La Barre of Hamilton became interested in the sport. One of these was 
Renaud from Nashua, who won the Boston Marathon in 1909.2 In the West 
another French-Canadian athlete was winning distance races with com- 
parative ease. In 1911 Alex Decoteau won the Ross Cup - given to the 
Alberta provincial five mile champion - for the fifth time. That year he 
ran the distance in 28 minutes 31 seconds, which broke his old record by 
26-4/5 seconds, before the largest crowd ever to witness this event at 
igen kowos The following year, Decoteau won the two mile event at Alberta's 
first provincial indoor championships, which were held in Edmonton's 
Y.M.C.A. gymnasium. Earlier in 1912 he had been chosen for Ganada's 
Olympic team and reached the final of the 5,000-metre race at Stockholm. / 
In 1918 the Edmonton Bulletin reported the loss of one of Alberta's 
finest athletes when Alex Decoteau was killed while fighting for his 
country .® 

In 1915, Edouard Fabre of the Richmond Athletic Club of Montreal 
won the nineteenth Boston Athletic Association Marathon race. He con- 
tinued his success and later won the ten mile race at Bunting Park in 


9 


Lowell, Massachusetts, In August 1915 he won the National Marathon 


championship at San Francisco, !9 


¢ 


>the Globe and Mail, April 20, 1909. 


6Fdmonton Bulletin, Edmonton, May 1, 1911. 


’Minutes of the 1912 Annual Meeting of the A.A.U.of oe any eee 


8 dmonton Bulletin, January 16, 1918. 





9The Globe and Mail, April 20 and June 1, 1915. 


10vanitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, August 30, 1915. 
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Lacrosse was very popular in the province of Quebec during this 
period, and many famous players,such as Edouard "Newsy" Lalonde, were of 
French-Canadian stock. Lalonde was one of the most controversial sports- 
men of his generation. He was later named Canada's outstanding lacrosse 
player of the half-century, and as well he was a brilliant hockey player. 
Newspapers reported that "Toronto has landed "Newsy' Lalonde who will be 
player-manager at a salary of $4,500 for the season"; and a few weeks 
later "Lalonde has jumped his Toronto contract of $5,000 and is now in 
Vancouver to play with Con Jones' team."4! tn an effort to increase the 
game's popularity in the schools of Montreal, 1,800 lacrosse sticks were 
distributed among the public school boys of that city in 1910.12 this 
action may have been successful, because, in 1919, when many areas of 
Canada had lost interest in lacrosse, Montreal was able to revive the 
game briefly and start a five-team Teaguagie 

The sport that attracted many French-Canadians in the early years 
of the twentieth pont eye and indeed up to the present day - was hockey. 
The list of famous players is endless,so only a few of the more important 
will be cited. Edouard "Newsy" Lalonde scored 441 goals in 365 games 
during his long career; he was scoring champion five different times 
while playing in the various leagues. 14 Jean Baptiste Laviolette, in 
1909, formed the Montreal Canadiens and was acknowledged for his great 


speed with the nickname of "Speed Merchant." He was elected to the 


11 the Globe and Mail, April 24 and May 6, 1912. 


tiideeeaprimzsmeioig  ) “admoneon Sullevin, ‘April 295 1919; 


14y Hy. Reid, Hockey's Heritage, (Toronto: Hockey Hall of Fame, 
Canadian National Exhibition, 1969), p.53. 
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Sports Hall of Fame because of his ability in lacrosse. In 1919 Lavio- 
lette lost a foot in a motor accident ,but,"amazingly, came back to do 
some refereeing ."15 

Percy Le Sueur played with the famous Ottawa Senators as a goal- 
tender from 1906 to 1913. Nicknamed "Peerless Percy", he was connected 
with many phases of the game, including "player, coach, manager, referee, 
inventor [the gauntlet-type glove for goalies and the net used by the 
N.H.A. and N.H.L. from 1912 to 1925] , arena manager, broadcaster and 


Volt er 


Maurice Joseph Malone had one of the most accurate shots 
in this early period, and, from 1909 until 1924,he scored 379 goals, -/ 
Didier Petre "was the idol of French-Canadian hockey followers in the 
early, rough-and-ready days of the game." He weighed about 200 pounds 
and could shoot "like a cannonball" and "skate with tremendous speed for 
a big man." He was the first player Laviolette signed for Les Canadiens 
in 1909 when he was forming the team, 18 

George Vezina was one of the most renowned goal-tenders in the 
history of the N.H.L., and his prowess has been perpetuated in a trophy 
given to the leading goalkeeper(s) each year in that league. 19 All of 
these outstanding French-Canadian hockey players are members of Canada's 
Hockey Hall of Fame, the offices of which are situated in the Canadian 
National Exhibition grounds in Toronto. 

Baseball was very popular in Quebec, and French-Canadians were 


attracted to this sport. By 1910 The Globe reported that the game had a 


stronghold among French-Canadians, and that Montreal had a city league 


Stpid, _  Wipid., pis. \7thid., p.55. 


18ibid., p.60. 19tbid., p.69. 
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496 
with eight teams .29 Jack Fournier, a young French-Canadian from Moose 
Jaw, in 1912, was signed by the Chicago White Sox baseball team and was 
acclaimed by them as a "great fina,"2! By 1917, French-Canadians were 
prominent in managerial positions in baseball. Larry Lajoie was 
appointed to manage Toronto's team in the International League that year. 
Toronto won the league under Lajoie's capable guidance and later were 
beaten by Indianapolis for the World's Minor League Championship. The 
following year, when the International League was disbanded, Lajoie 
became manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers. *3 

Other sports had their star French-Canadian athletes during those 
twenty years. Alex Chabot, for example, was an excellent snowshoe per- 
former in Western Canada, and held many of Winnipeg's Le Voyageur Snowshoe 
Club records in 1900.24 That same year skaters such as Montreal's 
G. Bellefeuile, who won the one mile American Championship at Montreal, 
were becoming famous .2> Canoeing, gymnastics and other Sports attracted 
many fine athletes , in 1912, the thrill of motor cycle racing had 
drawn Winnipeg's Joe Baribeau into this sport. That year he won most of 
the events at Kirkfield track to capture the Western Canada branch of the 
Canadian Motor Cyclists' Association Championship.° 


Canadian Indians added such activities as baggataway or, as we know 





*Othe Globe and Mail, April 2, 1910. 
2 es PIE Ge 

Ibid., March 16, 1912. Ibid., October 1, 1917. 
23ipid., March 23, 1918. 

24vanitoba Free Press, January 30, 1900. 

25 the Globe and Mail, February 17, 1900. 


C2 eee Free Press, October 7, 1912. 
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497 
it, lacrosse, snowshoeing and canoeing, to our sporting heritage. The 
two main sports that attracted them in the early years of the twentieth 
century were track and field and lacrosse. Because of their exceptional 
ability at lacrosse their teams were quickly excluded from the "white- 
man's" leagues, and they formed their own Six-Nations' Indian League. 
This league did not receive the same publicity as the other competitions, 
but touring teams, by 1900, sought out their teams for games with great 
enthusiasm. Harvard University made arrangements to play the Indian 
teams in 1900 when they toured Eastern Canada.2/ 

Indian players were prominent on several of the top teams during 
this period. Louis White, for several years a star with the Cornwall 
team, and "Billy'' Christmas, Montreal's speedy centre-fielder who also 
played senior hockey and rugby football, 28 were two examples of Indian 
players on "white" teams. Other sports, such as association football, 
attracted Indian teams,and in 1919 a Wabumun Indian Reserve team from 
Alberta, with the players in their moccasins, defeated a Stony Plain team 
at a local fair.?? 

Marathon running had been part of the Indian culture for centuries 
and, as a consequence, it was not unusual that they should do well in all 
forms of running events during this period. Tom Longboat was probably one 
of the best known Canadian athletes of the twentieth century ,al though he 
was not the first Indian to be successful in marathon running. In 1901 


t 
William Davis, a Six-Nations Indian running for the Hamilton Y.M.C.A., 


27 the Globe and Mail, April 26, 1900. 


28tbid., November 10 and July 4, 1900. 


29F amonton Bulletin, August 22, 1919. 
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finished second in the Boston Marathon race to J.J. AGafiney rofhaS ti 
Patrick's Athletic Club, of Hamilton. Later that year Davis finished 
second in the American Amateur Athletic Championship Marathon at Buffalo, 
New York,°2 

In 1906, a nineteen-year old Onondaga Indian from the Grand River 
Reserve, by the name of Tom Longboat, won the Hamilton Herald Road race 
and started one of the most famous athletic careers in Canadian history. 
Within a few weeks Longboat had won international recognition, and his 
tribe hung his portrait in the Onondaga Longhouse in honour of his 
numerous victories. 24 Over the next two years he won many amateur races 
across North America, but he also ran afoul of the amateur bodies and was 
cited for alleged professionalism on many occasions. Longboat was one 
of the most controversial figures during this period. In 1907, the 
Toronto Daily Star promised him "$2,000 if he lives a clean, temperate 
life and remains in the field of honest sport for 5 years ,"33 

Longboat missed selection in Canada's Olympic team in 1908, but had 
his way paid to England by the Irish-Canadian Athletic Club of Toronto, 34 
After many protests from the American officials he was allowed to run in 
the Olympic Marathon in London, but collapsed after twenty miles under 
circumstances which the team manager, J. Howard Crocker, described as 
being caused by drugs. 


After the Olympics, Longboat returned to Canada and continued to 





30 The Globe and Mail, April 20 and July 5, 1901. 
3linid., October 19, 1906. 32Ibid., November 10, 1906. 
33Toronto Daily Star, Toronto, November 11, 1907. 


34The Globe and Mail, June 10, 1908. 
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499 
win marathon races in many North American cities. At Beaverton, Ontario, 
he defeated a strong field, including two other Indians, Big Canoe and 
Jimmy George. >> 

On November 8, 1908, Longboat signed a contract with Tom Flanagan, 
his manager, and officially became a professional athlete. This started 
one of the greatest periods of professional athletics in Canada's 
Sporting history. Most of Canada's - and indeed the world's - top 
marathon runners were attracted to the professional ranks to compete in 
North America. Many Canadian Indians were included in this group, such 
as J. Ron D. Marsh of St. Norbert, Manitoba; Fred Simpson, the "Ojibway 
Thunderbolt"; Paul Acoose of Grenfell; Mathew Deerfoot; Jimmy George of 
Beaverton (who became the first athlete to win the Hamilton Herald's road 
race in two consecutive years°) ; Michael Thomas, a Mic Mac Indian from 
Prince Edward Island; Arthur Jamieson from Woodstock, who ran for the 
Rambler's Bicycle Club of Hamilton; and Joe Keeper of Winnipeg. 

After an unusual period in Canada's armed forces during the First 
World War, Longboat started his professional racing again, but public 
enthusiasm for the sport had waned. He ran several races in Eastern 
Canada, but the last report of him during this period was at the Edmonton 
Exhibition in July, 1920, where he ran "against the clock" each evening 


that the Fair was open. ?/ 


The heritage that Longboat and many other 
famous Indian athletes established was continued in 1920 by athletes such 
as Albert Smoke. He won the Ontario Olympic Marathon of fifteen miles at 


St. Catharines and was awarded the Chamber of Commerce prize - a trip to 


35tbid., October 8, 1908. 36Ibid., November 1, 1910. 


37p4monton Bulletin, July 2, 1920. 
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Antwerp. Smoke represented the Peterborough Athletic Club and won the 
Ontario race in 87 minutes, 19-1/5 seconds. 28 

Other ethnic groups were responsible for introducing or 
popularizing various sports in Canada during this period. The Scots were 
responsible for the introduction of such sports as curling and golf into 
Canada, while their Caledonian games helped to foster interest in track 
and field. Association football was the other Sport that produced 
Scottish teams in every major league across Canada during this period. 
The Irish also produced soccer teams in many of the leagues, but it was 
the Irish-Canadian Athletic Clubs which produced many excellent track and 
field athletes. The St. Patrick Day Games was one of the highlights of 
Canadian track and field. Lacrosse also attracted Irish athletes, and in 
several instances they formed their own clubs. 

German and other Central European immigrants were responsible for 
introducing gymnastics into Canada, and these clubs became very popular in 
the Quebec area during this period. The sport which has had one of the 
greatest influences on Canada was introduced by the Scandinavians - skiing. 
This sport, as it increased in popularity, would eventually help to break 
the "indoor trend" which had developed by 1920. During this period skiing 
clubs were formed in many parts of Canada, while Danish or Swedish 
immigrants often captured skiing and jumping championships. 

Canada's early sporting heritage has to be attributed largely to 
the British. It was their love of games that resulted in many English 
sports being transferred to the Canadian culture. The early settlers 


brought some games, but it was the army Garrisons which enriched this 





38vanitoba Free Press, May 25, 1920. 
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facet of Canadian society, since it was the soldiers who had the time for 
recreational activities. By 1900 the prominence of English sports was 
evident on the playing fields of Canada. Sports such as bicycling, 
cricket, rugby football, association football, lawn bowling, lawn tennis, 
track and field, boxing, life-saving, yachting and polo were brought to 
Canada by British immigrants. 

American influences, by 1900, were apparent in all aspects of 
Canadian society. This was true of sports such as baseball, basketball, 
wrestling, ice boating, indoor-baseball, volleyball, motor boating and 
water-skiing, which were predominantly fostered in the United States and 
introduced into Canada. This influence steadily increased during the 
period, and the popularity of baseball, basketball and rugby football 
(as it developed along the lines of American football) was partly res- 
ponsible for the downfall of cricket and lacrosse. 

Another American influence on Canadian sport was their catalytic 
action on professionalism. Early Canadian games were usually played for 
money stakes or prizes, but professional baseball attracted Canadians to 
the game and later produced several professional leagues across the 
country. This trend towards professional athletes spread quickly into 
other sports,such as lacrosse, track and field, curling, hockey and later 
rugby football. 

Ethnic groups, then, played an important part in the development 
of Canada's sports heritage. Of the two founding nations - Great Britain 
and France - the former dominated the early Canadian games. As immigrants 
arrived they brought with them their own sports, which were often 
developed rapidly in the new setting. French-Canadians were not generally 


active in sports until the twentieth century. The sport that attracted 
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them to participate in very large numbers was hockey - a Canadian 
game. This new interest increased rapidly, and it is probable that this 
ethnic group has supplied more famous professional hockey players than 
any other nationality. 

Much has been said of the contributions of other countries to our 
Sporting inheritance - but what has Canada given to the world of sport? 
Lacrosse, although originally the Indian game of baggataway, was codified 
by Dr. George Beers in 1867 and developed into a sport which spread to 
America, Australia, England and other parts of the world. Hockey was 
developed by Canadians, and its popularity has since spread to many 
countries, and it is probably the most exciting winter team sport in the 
world today. 

Five-pin bowling was also invented by a Canadian, Tommy Ryan of 
Toronto, in 1905, and has since spread to various areas of North America. 
Softball was probably inaugurated in Canada, when teams from winter indoor- 
baseball leagues decided to play their favourite game out-of-doors in the 
Summer time. Because of its ease of adoption to various types and sizes 
of fields, and the fact that younger and less expert players could 
successfully participate in this game, softball spread throughout the 
western world and is extremely popular in schools and women's leagues. 
Thus, Canada's contributions to the world of sport have been sienizteeat 


for such a comparatively young ‘and sparsely populated country. 
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CHAPTER XIII 
THE FIRST WORLD WAR 


Canadian soldiers, between 1899 and 1902, had taken part in the 
Boer War in South Africa.! During those three years 7,300 volunteer 
soldiers began the distinguished record that Canadian troops in the First 
World War extended to a considerable degree. Canadian casualties in the 
Boer War were only 230,2 which was a comparatively small number when com- 
pared to the 61,326 who lost their lives between 1914 and 1918.2 

On August 5, 1914,4 when Great Britain declared war on Germany, 
Canada not only was automatically also at wer, butwes completely unprepared. 
Brown described the situation when he said "there were fewer than 3,000 
regular soldiers, scarcely the beginning of a navy and practically no 


manufacture of war supplies."'> 


What Canada lacked in preparations, she 
more than made up for in enthusiasm. Canadian manufactures had been 
developing rapidly for some years, but, by comparison with the United 

States, Canada was not a highly industrialized country. In 1914 only 


8% million dollars worth of goods were exported to the United Kingdom; by 


1917 this figure had increased to 339 million dollars.°® Canada's acreage 


leagar McInnis, Canada a Political and Social History, (New York: 


Rinehart and Company Inc., 1959), p.393. 

Sr dnateon Bulletin, Edmonton, June 95 19027. 

3Roger Graham, "Through the First World War," The Canadians 
1867-1967, J.M.S. Careless and R. Craig Brown, (Toronto: Macmillan of 
Canada, 1967), p.183. 


+ che Globe and Mail, Toronto, August 5, 1914. 


96.W. Brown, Building the Canadian Nation, Volume II 1850-1967, 
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New York: Macfadden - Bartell Corporation, 1968), p.137. 
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under cultivation in 1914 was 33 million, and by,1918, this figure had 
increased to 51 million. It was, indeed, the record crop of 1915 that 
"helped to fill the British breadbasket and raise their spirits." 

Sport in Canada prior to the first World War was at a particularly 
high level. Amateur Sport was organized across Canada by the provincial 
branches of the Amateur Athletic Union of Canada (A.A.U.of C.) 3;  pro- 
fessional sports such as lacrosse, hockey, baseball, track and field and 
rowing were very popular and attracted large crowds of spectators. Drake 
Stated that Regina in 1914 had "reached its peak in sports" but these dev- 
elopments were retarded by the eet! This was generally true across 
Canada, and Borg described the situation in Peterborough, Ontario, in 
1914: "Sport generally declined... That winter saw women start curling 
here... Sport took a back seat to military matters," 

Canadian sportsmen were quick to answer the call-to-arms of their 
country. Ten days after the declaration of war the Manitoba Free Press 
announced that "several noted Quebec hockey stars" had enlisted and would 
go to the front with the Canadian contingent. ? This was true of sportsmen 
all over the world,such as Carpentier (the French boxing champion), who 
gave up his fighting career which had been estimated worth $1,000 per 
minute for a rifle and sixty cents a day for his Paneer 


Civilian sport appeared to feel the immediate effects of the war 





"Rarl G. Drake, Regina, The Queen City, (Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart Limited, 1955), p.163. 


Baonatd Borg (ed.), Peterborough Land of Shining Waters, (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1966), p.424, 
2Manitoba Free Press, August 14, 1914, 


10ipid., August 15, 1914, 
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505 
effort. In Montreal the Cartier Centennial athletics meet was Mestponed 
until Dominion Day in 1915tl but was not held again until after the 
war; while the A.A.U.of C. championships, scheduled for Prince Edward 
Island in 1914,were cancelled. |? Hockey competitions quickly declined 
as arenas were taken over by the military to train recruits. In Edmonton, 
the City Council assured the military that the soldiers would have first 
call on the arena, even though over 40,000 people paid to use the facility 
in 1913, }3 

Sporting organizations across Canada were using their resources 
in a variety of ways to assist the war effort. In Winnipeg an Athletic 
Patriotic Committee was set up to organize sports events in order to 
raise money. Swimming, cricket, lacrosse, boxing, soccer, wrestling, 
curling and hockey competitions were held with great success, 4 Patriotic 
curling bonspiels were held in many cities, such as Ottawa, Edmonton and 
Winnipeg, with over 500 rinks taking part in the latter's bonspiel, !° 

One aspect of Canada's armed forces was unique and highly success- 
ful. This was the development of Sportsmen's Battalions in the various 
military camps across the country. This produced many sporting com- 
petitions,while the various battalions were in their training camps, and it 
also tended to keep organized sport in that area operating a fairly high 
level. For example, the war was only a little over one month eid when 


a Presse, Montreal, August 14, 1914. 


leant toba Free Press, August 15, 1914. 


135 dmonton Bulletin, November 4, 1914. 


14tanitoba Free-Press, October 21, 1914. 


Sibid., December 18, 1914, 
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the Western contingent at Valcartier Military Camp challenged the 
Easterners to an Athletic Field Day. 16 

Canadian Army authorities quickly realized the value of sport as 
a means of increasing the fitness and morale of their troops. Officers 
were appointed to organize sport in the many military camps across the 
country, and Captain Tom Flanagan (Tom Longboat's ex-manager) was in 
charge of the Second Division's physical training and sport, !/ Rierae 
report indicated that soldiers' teams would participate in over twenty 
different sports. 18 

In Edmonton many army sports were organized. Kid Tracey and Young 
O'Boyle fought for the lightweight championship of the First Canadian 


Contingent. !? 


Over ninety entrants took part in the Military Road Race, 
including sixteen teams from the two battalions.?° Both the 49th and the 
63rd Battalions had soccer and rugby football teams, which played in the 
city leagues.*! Late in 1915 the 51st Battalion started a basketball 
league with four teams - Hustlers, Sergeants, Band and B, Company22 and 
the 66th Battalion challenged the 51st Battalion to a series of boxing 
matches. Sports competitions were so keenly contested within the 


various Battalions that,in November, 1915, the 66th Battalion formed an 


Athletic Association and decided to have teams in hockey, basketball, 


16: dmonton Bulletin, September 9, 1914. 


17 the Globe and Mail, March 15.,31916s 


18 54id,, March» 3001916. 


Mrdmenton Bulletin, March 6, 1915. 


*Orpid., April.24, 1915. 21 


*2Tbid., November 16, 1915.  231bid., November 17, 1915. 


Ibid., October 28 and November 6,1915. 
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track and field, boxing and wrestling leagues .*4 
In Ontario military sport was very popular and who had teams in 
most of the Ontario Hockey Association's (O.H.A.) numerous heehee and 
had even entered the wrestling championships held in London, Ontario, in 
1915,2° Nationalistic feelings influenced many aspects of Canadian 


Sport during this period; as an example, no athletes of German parentage 


were allowed to take part in the Martin Road Race at St. Catharines in 
26 


1915. Another example of this attitude was indicated when The Globe 
reported: "Another German Club in Sportsmen's grip at Hamilton and they 


will follow Toronto's lead and establish a soldier's club,"2/ 

This nationalism was also displayed by the variety of sporting 
organizations which raised funds for the war effort. The Toronto 
Sportsmen and the Hamilton Jockey Club contributed machine guns, 2® while 
Toronto's soccer clubs and the Queen City Lawn Bowling Club raised money 
to supply tobacco to Canada's troops.*? The Canadian Henley regatta at 
St. Catharines, in 1915, raised $1,300 for the Red Cross. 2° In addition 
to raising funds, sporting bodies appeared to give freely of their members. 
For example, by 1915 the Edmonton Soccer League had over ninety percent 
of its registered players from the fifteen clubs of the previous year in the 


Sen icesian the Capital Football Giub o& brmto had 126 members in the army, but 





are 


*°The Globe and Mail, November 3, 1915. 


26 ae 


Ibid., May 17, 1915. Ibid., November 4, 1915. 


28ibid., July 27, 1915. 494Htd., September 4, 1915. 
30Ibid., October 7, 1915. 


Ste amonton Bulletin, July 31, 1915. 
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still hoped to fieid five soccer teams in the city ifn wee while 300 


of the previous year's hockey players in the 0.H.A. went to the fronte a 

This exodus of sportsmen forced the University of Toronto and 
McGill to abandon all intercollegiate sport in September, 1915.24 This 
action forced the Canadian Intercollegiate Athletic Union to officially 
cancel all sport until the war was over, and universities across Canada 
quickly followed their lead. Many clubs,such as the Winnipeg Victoria 
Hockey Club were also forced to abandon games,because the majority of 
their players were in the armed forces. >> 

The war produced many interesting and humorous sidelights for 
Canadian sportsmen. France appealed to Canada for a number of ski 
experts - preferably from among the collegians - to transport wounded 
soldiers out of the Wsges Mountains.2© The owners of thoroughbred 
horses were earned that they might be expected to have their animals 


, 3 
taken for army services overseas. i 


Lacrosse was being played in many 
parts of the world,in 1916,and it was reported that two Canadian teams 
played a game on Christmas day in Macedonia "under the shadow of Mount 


Olympus .1'38 But perhaps the most interesting lacrosse story was the 


following: 





32 the Globe and Mail, September 14, 1915. 


33&amonton Bulletin, November 10, 1915. 


a he Globe and Mail, September 23 and 25, 1915. 


3 Aitind toba Free Press, October 4, 1915. 


36a Globe and Mail, December 21, 1915. 


37Manitoba Free Press, August 14, 1914. 


38 the Globe and Mail, February 8, 1915. 
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Canadian troops have discovered a new use for their 

lacrosse sticks - throwing of hand grenades into the 

German lines - they are able to throw them further and 

with more accuracy. Over 500 sticks have been purchased 

to try out the scheme. 

Not all the war sport's stories were humorous, as some were filled 
with glory and sadness. McGill athletes Evan B. Hugh Jones, champion 
heavyweight boxer and footballer, and Eric "Buster" Reid, footballer, both 
won the Military Cross for their heroic geedatae One of the firstof the top 
Canadian athletes to make the supreme sacrifice for his country was Jimmy 
Duffy - winner of the Ward Marathon of 1912, the Hamilton Herald Road 
Race in 1912 and 1913, the Boston Marathon in 1914 and the first Canadian 
to finish in the Stockholm Olympic Marathon. He was reported killed at 
Ypres. ?+ 

Military sport, by 1916, was at its highest level of participation 
and organization. In Ontario, an arena to accommodate 15,000 spectators 
was built at Camp Borden for the army's use, and Sir Sam Hughes donated a 
cup for the lacrosse competition. #2 Military track and field meets were 
popular and were highlighted by such races as that of JimCorkery, the amateur 
champion, against Tom Longboat, the professional champion. 43 Private 
Corkery, of the 180th Sportsmen Battalion, won the Hamilton Herald Road 
Race from Arthur Jamieson, the Indian runner, of the 114th Battalion. The 


44 


race was open only to soldiers that year. 





39anitoba Free Press, April 14, 1915. 


40cne Globe and Mail, December 18, 1915 and February 19, 1916. 
41 amonton Bulletin, May 10, 1915. 
42 0he Globe and Mail, March 31 and May 4, 1916. 


43ibid., April 22, 1916. 447bid., October 10, 1916. 
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In Edmonton, in 1916, a Military Hockey League was organized, and 
this eventually led to Edmonton's 63rd defeating Calgary's 89th 
Battalion, 6-4, to win the Alberta Military Championship. 4°? Later in the 
year Inter-Battalion competitions were organized in baseball, soccer, 
lacrosse, cricket and track and fiela, “6 

Winnipeg's garrisons - the 90th, 78th, 100th and 179th - arranged 
contests in boxing, wrestling, bayonet drill and tug-of-war “7 They also 
organized a field day at which over 200 soldiers took part, as well as 


48 


a baseball tournament with sixteen teams. Winnipeg's soldiers were 


extremely fortunate,because Captain Abbie Coo was president of the 
Manitoba branch of the A.A.U.of C. and was also the president of the 
Camp Hughes Athletic Association. In June, 1916, he reported that the 


military baseball league had twenty teams, while lacrosse had six teams, 


and that there were many cricket teams. 9 


Later, in 1916, when these Sportsmen's Battalions from across 
Canada were sent overseas, sport in many areas was thrown into turmoil.?9 
In Edmonton, the following report was published: 


With two of the prominent battalions moving out of 
Edmonton sport will reach the stagnation stage as it was 
decided last spring that nothing but military sport would 
be given encouragement until after the war. Before this 
the Military had leagues in baseball (7 teams), soccer 
(7 teams), cricket (4 teams), tennis tournaments, etc. 
The only sports alive in the city are lawn bowling, which 


is increasing in popularity, bowling [tenpin] and shooting. 


495 dmonton Bulletin, February 7 and March 7, 1916. 


4G ediebier ties Maa ANNE Mon tepeberce Preece April 1, 1916. 


48ibid., May 22, 1916. *Stpid., June 14 and 20, 1916. 
The Globe and Mail, October 21, 1916. 


315 dmonton Bulletin, June 6, 1916. 
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This article referred to a decision of Professor W. Muir Edwards, 
president of the Alberta branch of the A.A.U.of C., to suspend all senior 
athletics until after the war. He did not believe that citizens of 
military age should ask the public to support their sport during the war 
years,>- When the 184th Battalion from Winnipeg left for overseas, 
headed by Captain Coo, the Manitoba Free Press described them as "the 
greatest collection of athletes ever to leave the city - they were 
victorious in baseball, cricket, lacrosse and football, in the Camp 


Hughes competitions.!">> 


Lieutenant Lou Scholes, Canada's most famous 
amateur oarsman, was not able to leave with the On tania 180th Sportsmen 
because of a broken ankle. He took over Captain Flanagan's duties, which 
were being in charge of the Second Division's sport.>* 
Civilian sport continued to lose athletes to the armed forces, and, 
in order to foster sport for those at home, Sportsmen's Patriotic 
Associations were formed in cities such as Edmonton, Toronto, Montreal, 
Hamilton, Ottawa, London and Calgary, ''to provide sporting diversions and 
equipment for the soldiers."'>> These, then, were two-fold: to provide 
recreation for all athletes - soldiers and civilians - and to raise funds 
for the war effort. Sporting organizations continued to lose their 
athletes, and in many cases were forced to abandon their competitions. The 
Toronto Police Athletic Association, in 1916, decided to cancel their 


56 


track meet. The Montreal Amateur Athletic Association abandoned all 





53tbid,, October 13, 1916. 


>2uanitoba Free Press, April 7, 1916. 


>4The Globe and Mail, December 5, 1916. 
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5the Globe and Mail, May 5, 1916. 
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athletics until after the war.’ The Canadian Henley was called off, 
while the King's Plate "lost its royal guineas" and was continued only 
after much difficulty.°® 

The A.A.U.of C., in 1916, officially stated that in military 
sports "no distinctions would be made between amateurs and professionals, 
and amateurs would not lose their status by competing in mixed events." 
Sportsmen continued to enlist in the Canadian forces,and by April, 1916, 
over 700 members of the Ontario Lacrosse Association had joined the army. 
Many sports were forced to disband - the Western Ontario Cricket League 
suspended competitions until after the war, while the Canadian Canoeing 
Association cancelled the annual regattas, but decided to encourage the 
younger element in their sport. © Patriotic Leagues, plus the encourage- 
ment of the younger generation, resulted in some sports being continued 
at a fairly high level. Edmonton reported that sport was continuing in 
that city,with various athletic clubs holding boxing bouts, boys' and 
girls' basketball leagues and curling bonspiels. School hockey was very 
popular,with twelve teams competing, while the turf and golf clubs 
provided much-needed recreation in the city.°l 
The names of famous Canadian athletes, towards the end of 1916, 


began to regularly appear in the published lists of those soldiers killed 


in the war. Ollie Turnbull, a noted Winnipeg hockey player, won the 





>7dmonton Bulletin, April 7, 1916. 


98vanitoba Free Press, April 7, 1916. 
59the Globe and Mail, May 26, 1916. 
601bid., May 12 and 15, 1916. 


61edamonton Bulletin, December 2, 1916. 
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Military Cross, but was killed before he could personally accept the 


62 


award for bravery. "Mutt'’ Fraser (Stratford) and Jack Pethic 


(Peterborough), both hockey players, were killed in action,° The first 
fatality among the famous Ottawa rowing eight occurred when "Bob" Green 
was killed. Lieutenant Don Brophy,of the Ottawa Rough Riders,was 
another casualty. °° 
One of the most significant casualties of the war, in its eee 
on Canadian sport, was that of Lieutenant Robert Powell, captain of 
Canada's Olympic and Davis Cup tennis teams, °° In 1913 Canada was one of 
the top tennis nations in the world, a position she was never able to 
regain, and the loss of Powell may have contributed considerably to this 
decline. Lieutenant Robert Dibble,of rowing fame was the first casualty 
of Toronto's 180th Sportsman's Battalion, but his wound was reported as 
"not too serious."°/ 
Canada's sportsmen soldiers continued to excel on the battlefield, 
and many awards of bravery were won by athletes from every branch of 
sport.°° Toronto's basebell outfielder, Lieutenant "Bill" O'Hara, and 


Lieutenant Fred McCulloch, goalkeeper for Regina's Allan Cup hockey team, 


were both awarded the Military Cross in 1917.99 ‘the Winnipeg Rowing Club 





O2vanitoba Free Press, November 6, 1916 and The Globe and Mail, 
November 22, 1916. 


63the Globe and Mail, November 23 and 24, 1916. 


641bid., December 2, 1916. 651pid., December 27, 1916. 
661bid., May 5, 1917. 67tbid., February 3, 1917. 
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reported almost 200 of the members had joined the army, of whom 25 were 
wounded, 20 killed and 10 decorated./9 Ina stirring speech given by 
Colonel J.A. Currie (Commanding Officer of Canada's Military Forces), he 
stated that "Canadian sport makes for good aovanereputls 

The fame of Canada's sportsman soldiers spread quickly,and Major- 
General Wood, Chief of Staff of the United States Army, stated that"Canadian 
sports have brought glory to Canadian armies and victories to the cause." 


He also added that "sport prepares for war .1"/4 


With sentiments such as 

these being expressed,it was not long before New York announced that they 

would follow Toronto's lead and "raise a Sportsmen's Battalion.""/3 

President Wilson, of the United States,also declared that he was in favour 

of continuing sports at the various colleges throughout the country. /4 Attit- 

udes such as these finally resulted inthe United States Government giving 

one million dollars for the "furtherance of sport among its fighting men." 

In order to aid them in setting up a program, Lieutenant-Colonel R.H. 

Greer and Captain T, Flanagan were called to Washington to explain the 

Canadian system and its benefits. /> 
Military sport continued its popularity in 1917,with competitions 


in basketball, indoor baseball, boxing and hockey, 76 Hockey was probably 


the most popular army sport, and in 1916, the 61st Battalion from Winnipeg 





70Manitoba Free Press, March 26, 1917. 


7lohe Globe and Mail, November 3, 1916. 
721bid., April 10, 1917. 73tpid., April 11, 1917. 
T4Ihid., May 24, 1917. i3ipid., dune 18, 1917, 


76tbid., November 14, 1917. 
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77 
captured the Allan Cup. The following year the 247th Battalion 
hockey team from Peterborough were narrowly defeated in the 0.H.A. 


senior semi-final by Hamilton, /® 


In the various war zones, in 1917, 
Canadian athletes were competing in a variety of sports arranged by 
the Y.M.C.A. These were played under the British Amateur Athletic 
Association's runes’ 2 

Participation in civilian sponsored sports continued to decrease 
as athletes enlisted, and in 1917 the National Lacrosse Union disbanded 
"because there were so few professional players eseaul’ The Wilcox 
Bill was introduced, and all racing (except for thd King's Plate) was 
discontinued as of July 1, 1917. This lasted until one year after 


81 


the war finished. Another reason for the decrease in organized 


sport was the introduction of the Conscription Bill on August 29, 1917. 
Canadian schools were helping to prepare their students for military 
service, and competitions in bayonet fighting, boxing and other such 
activities were held. 

During the war years, Tom Longboat's controversial actions kept 


his name in the newspapers. In August, 1917, it was 


reported that he had transferred to the Winnipeg Battalion of General 





Ulnaney Howell and Maxwell L. Howell, Sports and Games in Canadian 


Life 1700 to the Present, (Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p.209. 
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Campbell and was with other famous athletes,such as Joe Keeper and Jack 
Tait of Toronto. They won the Long Distance Trophy in the Army races at 


the British Empire Forces Horse Show near Vimy Ridge. °4 


Captain Flanagan, 
Longboat's ex-manager, also was making remarkable progress and, in 1918, 
he was appointed Chief Inspector of the Dominion Police for the Military 
District No. 2, with Lieutenant Bob Dibble appointed as his assistant. 
Canadian athletes continued to pay the supreme sacrifice,with the 
deathsof Captain James Lowe, a Toronto hockey player who had also won the 
Military Cross, Ted Wood, Jimmy Duffy and Alex Decoteau of Edmonton, 
famous Marathon and Olympic athletes, Martin Sheridan and M.H. Griffin,of 
discus throwing fame, and Art Allan, Canadian amateur diving champion. 
All these fine athletes were reported as being killed. The Vancouver 
Rowing Club reported that all but 26 of their 187 members had joined the 
armed forces. °° 
Canadian athletes not only excelled on the battlefields but 
demonstrated their courage in other areas. In 1918, Flight Lieutenant 
George Hodgson, the Olympic and World champion swimmer, and Flight 
Lieutenant J. Lindsay Gordon, both of Montreal, were presented with the 
London Board of Trade Silver Medals for daring rescues made at sea. °/ 
Tommy Burns, ex-world heavyweight boxing champion, enlisted early in 1918 


in an attempt to stimulate similar action among the young men of Canada. 98 | 
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Civilian team sports continued to lose their players and, by 1918, 
the Ontario Rugby Football Union had only two teams left in their senior 
competition, after the Parkdale Athletic Club seniors withdrew.8? ‘This 
situation was relieved somewhat when some of Canada's soldiers, who had 
served overseas from the beginning of the war, started to return. 
Veteran's teams were formed in many sports, such as cricket and soccer, 
which added new impetus to some of the waning sports. 20 

Another catastrophe which struck Canada in October, 1918, and 
which had a tremendous effect on sport,was the Spanish Flu epidemic. By 
October 18, the Minister for Health banned all indoor sport, but,as the 
situation rapidly worsened, the next day all sport was cancelled across 
Ganada-* Many Canadians were to die, including athletes from every 
branch of sport. One of the most tragic instances was the death of Joe 
Hall of the Montreal Canadiens hockey team. 22 

The epidemic lasted for almost three months, but outdoor sport was 
allowed to re-commence just prior to the announcement on November 11,1918 

that the war was over. Canadian sporting associations did not take 
long to make announcements concerning their plans for the future. Two 


days after the declaration of peace the Ontario Rugby Football Union issued 


such a report, and school hockey commenced almost immediately. ?4 College 





89154d., October 9 and 11, 1918. 


20 aman t ou Bulletin, duly; 19168. 
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9315id., November 11, 1918. 


%4the Globe and Mail, November 13, 1918. 
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sport was ready to start by the end of the year, and the Department of 
Defence announced that all fields and facilities commandeered during the 
war would be returned and, if necessary, re-constructed.2” This re- 
commencement of sport received royal approval,when King George V made 
a stirring speech praising the role of sport and athletes during the war, 
and expressed his wish that sport be revived as soon as possible | 
throughout the British Empires’ 

Plans had been made to hold an “Allied Olympiad" in Paris when it 
became obvious that the end of the war was in sight.?/ This was done 
partly to keep morale high on the battle-fields,while the Allied troops 
waited to be returned to their homelands. Canadian athletes acquitted 
themselves admirably at these Inter-Allied games in the Pershing Stadium 
in Paris. Army Howard, the negro athlete from Winnipeg, finished third, 
behind two Americans, in the 100-metre event. 28 The 800-metre relay team 
of Haliburton, Howard, Zoellin and Johnson finished second to the Americans 
in a time of 93-3/5 seconds, one which bettered the old world record for that 
event by 2-4/5 seconds. ?? The Canadian baseball team surprisingly de- 
feated the United States 2-1 in the final, while in soccer the United 
States were able to defeat the Canadians in a close game. One interesting 
sidelight from the games was that an army Chaplain won the hand-grenade 


throwing contest. 199 
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As Canadian soldiers started to return to their homeland in large 


numbers, many of them wounded, several organizations were formed,such as 


the Citizen's Repatriation League !0l 


102 


and the Military Athletic Asso- 
ciation, in order to help the Patriotic Association organize sporting 
events for these men. They also supplied artificial limbs and en- 
couraged such athletes to participate again in sport by organizing track 
and field meets and competitions in baseball, soccer, billiards, tug-of- 
war, tennis and lawn bowls,as well as many other activities, 193 

Similar sporting activities were arranged for the healthy veterans. 
The Peace Day Sports at Edmonton had all the usual athletic events; plus 
a five man a-side football tournament, lacrosse match and bicycle 
races, /% By 1920, the Militia was reorganized across Canada, and Military 
athletic competitions in all branches of sport were encouraged, 95 An 
indication of this rapid increase in sports participation after the war 
can be ascertained from Borg's statement concerning sport in Peterborough: 

Immediately after the war sport boomed in golf, 

bowling, curling, snowshoeing, skiing. Softball was 

started and the Central Ontario Baseball League 

organized with Peterborough a charter member. 

Although sport quickly returned to a high level of organization 
there were many athletes who had played their last game for Canada. Many 

101ljpid., April 1, 1918. 

102i ton BULLe Cin Mee CHEZ zoe Lea 

103 the Globe and Mail, June 14, 1919. 

104¢dmonton Bulletin, July 19, 1919. 


1051 444., March 27, 1920, sig 
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520 
clubs found it difficult to rebuild their membership after such heavy 
losses. For example, the Aura Lee Club lost 50 members ; 197 the Royal 
Canadian Yacht Club, 57; the Toronto Cricket Club lost 13 out of their 52 


108 


members; the Hamilton Tiger football club, 15; the Lampton Golf Club, 


66 ; 109 the Mississauga Golf and Country Club, 28;and the Toronto Golf 
Club, 15ytl9 Sporting clubs not only lost many of their members, but 
they gave generously of their time and money to the Y.M.C.A's. and other 
patriotic organizations. 

After the war,sports organizations provided Canadians with the 
means of forgetting the rigors of war. This was one of the main reasons 
why leagues and competitions were recommenced so quickly. Various 
organizations set up funds, trophies and tournaments to honour special 
athletes of the various clubs as well as sportsmen in general. One of the 
most famous of these was the Memorial Cup, organized by the 0O.H.A., which 
became emblematic of the Canadian Junior Champions. !14! 

From a population of barely eight million, Canada provided some 
628,000 soldiers, of whom 424,000 travelled overseas to take part in the 


fighting and over 63,000 were killed. 11? 


Naturally a large percentage of 
of these soldiers were athletes, and many of Canada's sports clubs had to 


be abandoned during the war years, particularly the team sports. Yet, if 





107 the Globe and Mail, December 25, 1918. 
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110W311iam Perkins Bull, From Brock to Currie, (Toronto: The Bull 
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a census of participation were possible during those four years, it 
would probably show increased participation by athletes and spectators 
in most branches of sport. What then, were the reasons for sve a 
situation? 

Prior to the war, sports participation had increased rapidly and 
was at a very high level at the various levels from schools to senior 
competitions. The Department of Defence quickly recognized the value 
of physical activity in developing physical fitness and ah This 
situation was encouraged by the formation of Sportsmen's Battalions, 
which encouraged Military teams in all sports to take part in civilian 
competitions. 

One of the most important developments during those four years 
was the organizing of Patriotic Associations across Canada, These 
organizations took over sporting leagues and ran them in order to raise 
funds for the war effort, as well as to help keep the morale and fitness 
of civilians at a high level. Thus, war-time sport was given a legit- 
imate reason for its continuance, and leagues which would have been 
abandoned were kept going through competition involving younger and 
older athletes, in many cases, in order to provide entertainment for 
civilians and to raise money for the war effort. 

Many sports organizations that did not have sufficient members 
for senior competitions used those members so as to encourage junior and 
school athletes to take part in their sport. After the war, with the 
return of enthusiastic soldiers, many of whom had been introduced to 
various sports in the armed forces, as well as the increased number of 
junior athletes, sport across Canada developed at a rapid rate. This 
was aided by the introduction of Military Athletic Associations and the 


use of sport to rehabilitate both soldiers and civilians. 
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The First World War, although it "robbed" Canada of many of 
her excellent athletes, did place sport at a new level of public 
respect and admiration. This new recognition by society allowed 
amateur sport to triumph over all but the strongest professional 
games. After the war professional track and field, rowing and 
lacrosse could not be revived, while hockey, baseball and later football, 
were the only sports which retained successful professional leagues. 
As football, in later years, increased in popularity, baseball waned, 


until only football and hockey remained professional spectator sports. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


Canadian sport, during the first twenty years of the twentieth 
century, was influenced by many factors. The development of industry 
and the increase in urban population were responsible for many changes 
in sport. These two factors coupled with the rapid expansion in 
technology, transportation and communication caused many sporting 
innovations during these two decades. Other features which contrib- 
uted to changes in sport were immigration, the wars, women's emancipation, 
the commercialization of many sports and facilities, the development of 
private and public sporting organizations, the trend of sport towards 
the indoors, as well as Canada's participation in the Olympic Games. 

Sport kept pace with changes in the Canadian culture. Twentieth 
century sportsmen were able to compete at the various levels of compet- 
ition - intra-city to international - with increasing ease. Women 
athletes became a common sight on almost every type of sporting field, 
and their level of competence and enthusiasm quickly dispelled any 
doubts about the place of women in sport. By 1920 women had not only 
won educational and voting equality, but were accepted as partners in 
many sports. 

During this period urban areas idgumeden rapidly as the manu- 
facturing system of mass production was accepted and utilized across 
Canada, This ultimately led to the standardization of sports equipment 
and clothing, which, in many cases, lowered prices and allowed for incr- 


eased participation. Improved working conditions provided more leisure 
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time, as well as the money to buy the necessary equipment. This was 
complemented by the revolutionary innovation of early closing and 
half-day Saturday working hours during the summer period in many 
commercial stores and shops. 

As the number of athletes increased, the need for sporting 
facilities rose accordingly. In most instances, during the early years 
of the twentieth century, this requirement was met by private enterprise. 
City councilsduring this era supplied a few parks and bathing areas, but 
it was not until later in Canada's history that local government really 
became involved in recreation. Thus, in most areas, facilities failed to 
keep pace with the rising population. 

The use of the electric light to illuminate both indoor and outdoor 
sporting areas allowed more extensive use of these inadequate facilities. 
The formation of private clubs and the growth of the Young Men's and the 
Young Women's Christian Associations (Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A.) across 
Canada also alleviated some of Canada's sport's problems. These asso- 
ciations often developed their own sports fields and gymnasia, the latter 
contributing to the indoor trend during this period. 

Technological advances were spectacular during the first two de- 
cades of this century and produced many changes in Canadian esertd In 
transportation, by 1900, there had developed electric street railways in 
many cities, which allowed athletes to travel to the various areas in order 
to take part in local leagues and competitions. Rapid transport across 
Canada, by the increase in nine of railway systems, produced inter-city, 
provincial, inter-provincial and national competitions. After the war, 
when the motor car became more popular and roads were constructed, city 


and inter-city leagues became very common and highly competitive. 
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Communication, in its various forms, caused many exciting develop- 
ments in Canadian sport. The use of the telegraph and telephone made the 
organization of sport much simpler and allowed results of distant 
matches and competitions to be relayed to interested sportsmen in various 
localities in Canada. Newspapers made great use of the availability of 
sporting results, and the sports section of newspapers carried results 
and items of nation-wide interest in a great variety of sports and games. 
This growing public awareness and interest allowed for the successful 
introduction of sporting journals, such as Canadian Cricket Field and 
Athletic Life. 

These were the direct influences of developments in urbanization 
and industrialization during the period 1900 to 1920. Many other aspects 
within Canadian society, however produced significant changes in sport 
during that era. Immigration increased dramatically and, 
in the decade 1904 to 1914, the greatest movement of people to Canada 
from other countries that has ever taken place was witnessed. Over 2% 
million people entered the country and helped to populate the Prairies as 
well as to increase urbanization across the nation. 

These new Canadians brought the sports of their countries with then, 
such as curling, skiing and gymnastics, and these were introduced into the 
culture. Established sports, such as Association football, yusee football, 
track and field, swimming and cricket, all received added impetus from 
may (nesarheie groups. 

American influences on Canadian sport had been evident long before 
1900, with the introduction of baseball and basketball particularly. But 
it was the American influence on professional sport that was most notice- 


able. Baseball was the first sport in Canada that was organized on a 
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professional basis to any extent,and developments in that ee also 
influenced the trend towards professionalism in lacrosse, hockey, track 
and field and later football. 

French-Canadian athletes, during this period, were principally 
interested in lacrosse, hockey, snowshoeing, track and field and baseball, 
but in general they appeared to be overshadowed by the English-Canadians, 
with their long heritage of sports, as well as bythe Americans. The Canadian 
Indian athletes proved to be so superior in lacrosse - which originated 
from their game of baggataway - that their teams were excluded from the 
white leagues. Individual Indian players were not uncommon on the 
various Canadian teams, but,strangely,such hee cs received little or no 
publicity during this period. The sport in which Canadian Indians became 
famous was marathon running, which could possibly have been attributed to 
their cultural background where distance running was an essential part of 
survival. Tom Longboat, the Onondaga Indian, became a legend in his own 
time through his amazing marathon running feats. 

Although professional sports were very popular prior to the First 
World War, amateur sport was slowly united across Canada early in this 
period. In 1902, the Amateur Athletic Association of Canada - which was 
formed in 1883 - became the Canadian Amateur Athletic Union (C.A.A.U.) and 
increased its organization to cover more sports and athletes. Provincial 
branches were formed across Canada and, in 1909, the C,A,A.U. joined with 
the Quebec-based Amateur Athletic Federation of Canada to form the body 
still functioning in the present, the Amateur Athletic Union of Canada. 

This organization grew in strength,and, by 1920, the only pro- 
fessional sports which were able to survive were baseball and hockey, with 


lacrosse, track and field, cycling and rowing reverting to amateur com- 
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petitions. Another reason for the success of amateur sport was the 
entry of Canada into Olympic competition in 1904. This gave Canadian 
athletes, in many sports, the chance of international competition at the 
amateur level, a situation which previously had not been possible. The 
honour of representing one's country was also a factor. Added impetus 
was given to these Olympic sports as a result of their prestige, and such 
sports as track and field and swimming developed rapidly at the expense 
of cricket and lacrosse. 

Canadian women, during these twenty years, continued their battle 
for emancipation,and they not only won the right for higher education 
and the vote, but also the privilege of taking physical exercise in 
almost any form they wished. During the period women athletes invaded 
almost every sport, and in most instances their enthusiasm and ability 
won them considerable praise from Canadian males. Women appeared to use 
Sport as a means of expressing their desire for increased freedoms. 

Prior to 1900 the leadership of Canadian sport was largely centred 
around the universities. The twentieth century witnessed the rise of 
national sports-governing bodies for the individual sports, as well as 
more inclusive bodies, multi-sport organizations, such as the A.A.U.of C., 
the Y.M.C,A. and the Y.W.C.A. These organizations were factors in moving 
the leadership of sport away from the universities. Sports organization 
became more specialized, and more national and international competitions 
were arranged, 

The Y's were . particularly important to Canadian sport. As its 
branches were organized across the country, sport in the area encompassed 
by a particular branch took on a more highly specialized nature, and many 


new leagues and sports were added to the recreational activities of that 
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town or city. They were responsible for developing gymnasia and 
indoor swimming pools, and these helped foster many types of indoor 
athletics. These developments within the "Y' could have been one of 
the main factors in promoting the indoor trend of Canadian sport 
during the twenty years, 1900 to 1920. 

Summer sports have always occupied an important position in 
Canadian society. The reprieve from the cold winter and the long, 
sunny days of a comparatively short summer have caused Canadians to 
exploit these months fully. Thus, for many Canadians summer sports 
have been the most popular. Professionalism was introduced in 
several of these, and, in some cases, caused their eventual dectines 
Lacrosse and cycling were two such examples, while Brofepetenat track 
and field gave way to amateur participation. 

In some sports the professional athiete was an essential part 
of the game. Golf, for example, needed professionals to help train 
future players. Thus, the amateur game cultivated some professional 
athletes for its betterment. 

Women athletes invaded the summer sports with an avid enthusiasm, 
and such activities as softball, cycling, golf, lawn bowling, lawn 
tennis and even shooting attracted their participation, The First 
World War also allowed women athletes to increase their participation, 
particularly in sports which had previously proved difficult for women 
to "break into” due to insufficient facilities. 

The war caused most major leagues in the team games to be abandoned 
by 1917, but Patriotic Associations, Military Sporting Associations and 
Sportsmen's Battalions kept Canada's athletes competing wherever and 


whenever possible. The recreational sports - golf, lawn bowling, lawn 
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tennis and cycling - were not affected by the war,and, indeed, parti- 
cipation may have actually increased in these activities. Junior and 
school sports, for both boys and girls, were greatly increased, while 
university summer sports were limited to intramural activities. One 
prominent pre-war sport - cricket - did not maintain its position after 


1918. Most of its leagues of 1914 were no longer operative. 


Baseball increased its popularity and became the main summer sport, 
while Canadian football and golf, by 1920, displayed the characteristics 
which would eventually make them two of Canada's most popular sports. 
Several new sports became popular during this time, principally squash, 
handball, softball, automobile and motor cycle racing. These last two 
activities were greatly influenced by the war, as the need for improved 
methods of transportation caused them to undergo unusually rapid develop- 
ment, 

Although Canadian sports became more truly national in character 
and were usually played the length and breadth of the country, there were 
still a few sports which were only played in isolated areas, English 
rugby, for example, in 1920, was only played in the Maritimes and British 
Columbia, while lacrosse was mainly limited to British Columbia. 

The Prairies developed rapidly during these two decades, and, since 
these areas had no previous sporting heritage, they tended to be progressive. 
People in these areas accepted change, and particularly American ideas, 
more readily than those in the East. Although it was Ontario which 
developed the Burnside rules for Canadian football, for example, it was 
the West which first accepted them. The Prairies were progressive in 


their outlook in all sports and, in many cases, led the way in their 
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improvement. 

The Maritimes, unlike the Prairies, were economically depressed, 
and sport was never encouraged to the extent that they were in other 
parts of Canada. In comparison with Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia 
and the Prairies, the Maritimes produced comparatively few champion 
Sportsmen on sporting teams. 

Canada's success at her first Olympic representation was spec- 
tacular, with outstanding performances from E. Desmarteau (56 lbs weight 
throwing event), the Winnipeg Shamrocks (lacrosse), the Galt Football 
Club (soccer) and George S. Lyon (golf) all winning gold medals. At the 
Festival of Empire Games in London in 1911 - the forerunner of the British 
Empire Games - Canada demonstrated her superiority over the other Common- 
wealth countries by placing first in a series of events including track 
and field, swimming, boxing and wrestling. This internationalism 
developed in many sports and touring teams, either to or from Canada, 
were numerous in the period. 

The Y.M.C.A's., as mentioned previously, had a marked effect on 
many sports. Much of the leadership in sport previously done by the 
universities was willingly accepted by institutions such as the Y.M.C.A's., 
the A.A.U.of C., the national sports governing bodies and the church. 
However, the universities continued to develop many sportsmen and sports - 
women for Canada's national teams, and eastern universities dominated the 
Grey Cup from its inception in 1909 until 1924. The influence of the 
universities was particularly ‘seen in Canadian football, as when "Thrift" 
Burnside of McGill introduced the set of rules that were to revolutionize 
the sport. 


William Sherring, by winning the 1906 Marathon in Greece's 
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International Games, and Tom Longboat's rise to fame as well undoubtedly 
influenced the "Marathon mania" which swept North America and attracted 
most of the world's top runners to turn professional and compete across 
the land. This mania influenced marathon events in several other sports, 
such as cycling and tenpin bowling. 

A trend towards indoor participation was noticeable in winter 
sports. New indoor curling rinks were established across Canada and 
bonspiels became very popular, particularly in the West. Activities 

that were not able to adapt to this move indoors, such as snowshoeing, 
tobogganing and ice-boating gradually lost public appeal. Ice skating 
was moved indoors for adult participation in particular, while children 
continued to skate wherever an ice surface could be found. 

The sport which benefited most from this "indoorization" of sport 
was hockey. During this period it developed into Canada's most popular 
winter sport, a position it has retained until the present time. .°'-Pro- 
fessional teams developed,and by 1908 they completely dominated the 
Stanley Cup. Spectators appeared in great numbers to witness these 
exciting contests, and this surge in public interest caused many leagues 
to be developed, from the school level up to international leagues. 

Boxing and wrestling, to a lesser degree, also prospered from this 
rise in "spectatorism' as these two sports lost much of their early public 
condemnation when Canadian. boxers such as Burns and Coulon 

emerged as world champions. Boxing received a set-back, however, in 
1913 with the death of Luther McCarty in Calgary. This tragedy resulted 
in the return of many of the old prejudices against the sport. This 

incident also allowed wrestling to increase its popularity, at least for 


a short period before the start of the war. 
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Tenpin bowling, the American game, increased in popularity 
as a result of this indoor trend; this in turn, was responsible for 
the introduction of five pin bowling, invented by a Canadian Tommy 
Ryan of Toronto, in 1906. Other new sports introduced were the two 
Y.M.C.A. games - basketball and volleyball - that rapidly gained in 
popularity. Squash, badminton and table tennis were introduced 
during this period and also strengthened the trend of winter sports 
to go indoors. In 1912 Frank and Lester Patrick developed the first 
artificial ice-rink in Canada in Victoria. These rinks eliminated 
the uncertainty from several winter sports and were soon common 
across the land. 

Towards 1920 skiing gained rapidly in popularity, as clubs were 
organized across Canada. This was the sport that would later be 
responsible for a reverse of the indoor trend and would eventually 
entice many Canadians out-of-doors during the long winter months. 

Aquatic sports have always been popular with Canadians, because 
of the great numbers of lakes and rivers. As working conditions 
improved and transportation developed, more and more people were able to 
take advantage of these natural facilities. Moreover, as indoor pools 
were established at the Y.M.C.A's and other institutions, the teaching 
of swimming and life-saving skills was popularized. These indoor 
facilities allowed water polo to continue its growth, but it attracted 
only a few enthusiasts. 

Yachting continued its popularity within the upper class, but with 
the advent of small sailing craft middle class sportsmen adopted this 
activity. Canoeing, perhaps contrary to expectation, did not 
develop to any great extent during the period, while rowing lost 


its appeal as a professional sport, though it did continue to be popular 
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at the amateur level of participation. 

Motor boating - later to be known as power boating - developed 
rapidly, but due to the high cost of these early craft it did not become 
popular with middle class sportsmen until later in the twentieth century. 
The early developments of water skiing appeared during this era with 
hydroplaning and aquaplaning, but many years were to elapse before this 
activity could be called a sport. 

Women increased their participation in most aquatic sports during 
this period. The development of swimming pools and more suitable swimming 
costumes helped such increased participation in swimming and life-saving 
by the "fairer sex." 

Equestrian events, from 1900 to 1920, underwent rapid change - 
ice-trotting and fox hunting diminished in popularity and public acceptance, 
while polo reached its pinnacle in growth by 1913, The war appeared to 
end further growth. In an effort to revive horse-back riding, the 
gymkhana was developed by the equestrian clubs. This, in turn, led to the 
rodeo with its great spectator appeal, and eventually to such spectacles 
as the Calgary Stampede. 

Turf racing was the only form of equestrianism which continued to 
hold its popularity throughout the period. The main reasons for this were 
its commercialization and the gambling that has Eines been Bedoeianed 
with it. In fact, it still remains one of the only formsof legalized 
gambling in Canadian society. The only time that its popularity was in 
danger was when it appeared that all forms of gambling would be eliminated 
by government legislation but the advent of the pari-mutuels saved this 
sport for the gambling public. 


Canadian sport during the first twenty years of this century 
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produced several well-defined trends. The most outstanding feature, 
perhaps, was the development of national and international competition 
in many of Canada's sports. The Olympic Games competitions produced not 
only remarkable performances by our early athletes,but rapid expansion in 
those activities which were included in the Olympic programs. 

The next major development was the increased involvement of women 
in sport. Sport was successfully used by women in their quest for 
emancipation. Women's participation was aided considerably by the trend 
for sport - particularly winter sports:- to move indoors. This allowed 
women to develop interests in activities that were not always considered 
as suitable for women's participation. 

Sport generally was allocated a high position in society during 
this period due to a variety of factors. The A.A.U.of C. became stronger, 
professional athletes gained public recognition, and the Olympic Games 
and other international events placed top athletes higher on the social 
scale. The tremendous respect that Canadian athletes in the military 
gained during the war also helped this new image that Canadian sport was 
developing. 

The influence of the early British sports was diminishing for 
Canadian athletes. Cricket, for example, virtually disappeared, while 
English rugby was only played in a few isolated areas. American 
influences increased rapidly with the acceptance of such sports as baseball 
basketball, tenpin bowling and volleyball. 

By 1920, Canadian sport was firmly established and accepted within 
society and was no longer an upper or middle class Serene e 3; some 
form of sport was available to every Canadian. There were still 


upper class sports such as yachting, polo and motor-boating; middle class 
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activities such as golf, tennis and lawn bowling; but the remainder were 
for the masses. The trends for sport in the future were fairly clear by 
1920. Canada's sparse and widely-spread urban populations found 
difficulty in supporting more than one summer and one winter professional 
sport. Thus, as Canadian football increased in popularity and became 
professional, baseball waned. The remaining sports became more firmly 


entrenched in the amateur code, as their only means of survival. 
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